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* to THE PUBLIC, 



IM ^sentifii^ this roltitiie to thf pub^ji^ w^ 
. ^t^m it proper to auscompany H wkh ^^ l^w obser<* 

Though the public arfe already In ppe^esi^Qn of 
itiAfijr fallible cotfeisdaQis oC sefmont^f it i^ fieverthe- 
lesfi^ n^oesfiatj tiiat ttevefMKbltcalioM ehoidd opostant- 
fy be made, to answer the saacreaaing demand, and to 
s«i^y l^e plaices of thoae which are jKwly .ppwiag 
ifiMo (tiMse. 

^he curiosity in the human mind for that which 
» novd) will tnctine many to read ane^w boek^ to i^ 
neglect of an old one of equsd loerit* No exertiog 
siuMiid be spared tocxcite the attention ^ a * w^rld 
Ijp'ing in wickedness,* or to "allure the rekict9<^t min4 
to Teceive apiriinat insmiction. 
I A voftume contamin^ the works <tf maDy pVeaehers, 

\ ^minttut intiie saored profession^ and resident in difr 

^1 ftrent pariaof Uie United Sl:ates, and lexbibitinga 

; ^ecimen of tkwir reepective talents and mil9t aSc^ 

I ft pleasing variety, and be more inesting (q the rea^ 

der, than a. volume from a nngle author. 

One important object of &is undertaking \% to 
bring to pidblic view many valuable discouraea in 
ifnanufippr^y. which softer once powerfully impressing 
and delighting one auditory^ i^o|dd otbtfrwiae hfe of 
no further use to the world. 

It is the design, of the editor that this collection 
shall clearlv exhibit the distinguishing doctrines of 
grace and that nothing opposed to these (as we con- 
ceive) shall be admitted. 

In coUectmg this volume, we have had to encoun* 
tcr difficulties which will not probably occur in the 
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further; prosecution of the plan. Several gentlemen, 
on whose aid and encouragement t^e were authorized 
particularly to depend, have been hindered by ill 
health or an uncommon press of parocial duty, from 
preparing their manuscripts in season. To remedy 
this evil, we have in a few instances Inserted ^ctme of 
their sermons possessing uncommon merit, .which 
had been before published only in pamphlejt^f, sui4 
therefore not generally read. 

' This volume is aided by the talents of but a small 
proportion of the great number of Clergymen of em- 
inence in the United States. ^ Should gentlemen o£ 
ialents in the ministry see fit generally, to aid hereafter 
in the undertaking, we hope to gratify the public with 
a succession of American sermons, and to make our 
readers acquainted with a larger circle of preachers! 
of distinguished eminence. ' 

The' discourses in this volume, the Editor thinks^ 
are calculated to be useful, and will be received by 
all lovers, of gospel truth, as a very valuable ac- 
quisition. He acknowledges himself under great 
obligations to an able, and pioiis gentleman in the 
ministry, who has rendered him aid,;and earnestly 
hopes, that he may find his reward in the good thi$ 
volume may eflTect in the haiids of that pod wh«i 
works by the instrumentality 'of means. 

That it may be read with candor, and be useful to 
the world, is the sincere wish of the Editor 

NATHAN ELLIOT. 

Catskiw., July, 30, 1808., 
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A SERMON 

« 

#K THE INCOMPARABLE EXCELLENCY OF RfiLI- 

GION IN THE LITE OE MAN. 

SAMUEL AUSTIN, D. D. 

foHor of a Congregational Church in Worctster^-^MasiacbmeUt* 

Deut. sxxiL 47* 
* i?or ii is hot a "Oain thing for you^ because ii is your life J* 

THESE are among the last words spoken by 
Mo$es the great lawgiver of Israel. They are a patt 
ol his valadictoiy address to them, which is through- 
out solemn and impressive. He had, in the foregoing 
passages of this address, given a short account of the 
marvelous interpositions of God in their behalf; men- 
tioned several judgments which had overtaken them 
for their rebellions ; recapitulated the most material 
laws which had been ordained for them to observe ; 
pressed upon them obedience to those laws, and as- 
sured them of reaping a rich harvest of blessings in 
case they should walk dutifully with God, and of suf- 
fering the most dreadful effects of his displeasure if 
they should refuse to do so. In the verse before the 
text he brings his exhortation to a serious close,.... 
* And he said unto them, set your hearts unto all the 
words which I testify among you this day, which ye 
shall command your children to observe, to do all thte 
words of thb law.' 



V 



16 A SERMON BY 

A very powerful motive he subjoins in the text..*,. 
^For it is nol^a v,iii|V ^wig fer jqu, befcaigse it is your 

life.' Let us apply this, my hearers, to ourselves 

Beyond all doubt it will apply to us with as strict pro- 
prii^ty,^ and tQs gtsr. great an exteixt as it did to tlie peg^ 
pie of Israel. Wliat Moses had enjoined was a strict 
and punctual observance of all the divine require- 
ments. This is religion. Religion consists in obedi- 
ence to God* The first great law^ which is the rule 
of obedience t© all: intdligetttcrcalitrejs^.iS" this. * Hear, 
O Israel, the Lord our God is one Lord. And thou 
shajii W^. t]^ Lo£d thy O.Qd with all thy h^^t^ ^nd 
with all thy soul» and with all thy strength, and with 
all thy mind.' This law is comprehensive of all our 
duty as it respects o^r Creator^ Love is the essence 
and the. sum of it. He who loves God with all his 
heart wtft eertaialy worship hisi in the severak ways^ 
social and secret, in which he has directed us to ap- 
proach Mm. He wifl reveresce hint deeply, be afraid 
of offibmiing him* have the most sacred respect tokiak 
authority, tcacbably receive alt his iiistructibns, be^ 
eteecrfully resigned to the disposal of his providenoev 
unconditionally commit himself iiito his nands, a»^ 
endeavour to employ att bis faculties^ and fitt up a& 
Iris time in serviog him. 

But riiis general law of love, as it e::jtends to erest- 
tares in otir circumstances, involves some partictifaf^ 
duties. It binds us to repentance, faith, and gratitude 
for that immensely rich sah'ation which the gospef sets 
before us. These duties binding- on us as sinners, are- 
most evidently comprehendedin the|;eneral law, whiehk 
requires us to acknowledge Jehovah as ourGod? and to 
love him whh att our. hearty. If we possess^ thia love 
to Qod, we shall certainly feel self h>attun^ for all o«r 
pj^st undutiful treatment of him* We t^halt return 
n^om our apostacy, and take his part against ourselves* 
Wc shall cordially approve of the law which con- 
demns us^ and adore the justice which is illustrated ia 



joy ^n '<^endecl BaVibttr. ¥(» \h pif6p(6^tdk %6 iMi 
icj^ te%iw *i*h»i 1«> lifesHS in* liis *«* 1l*fa«t lib 
piwfcus in Hyat ^fs^. Wfe sfe* bte* 1rt*flttt AUT^ 
rfftiiipmg ef^ afflcfiort ^f lilfe, ^ iWfeMfelJr teKs tlttn 
^iB ttesefrve, ^lid ^fe Wi%€^sifty to fill "ftp that ^hich in 
bthiftd lA life •stilfifer*hgi& &r GSil^. <&ur gMiirtudfc fcr 
so itifes^ittrible ^ fkVdtiir os the %alVAtion of WMdi te 

tnit Worship, afta Tdr#i tlife Ad^ fekviited part Wit; 

In ^pfeakiftg x^ x>bcafen*e to Ikfe rdqitiitfifternfe rf 
Ood, te thfe sfttn trf ^Hfion, Wc 'Attst not 'f*|tt like 
j^dcdhd tttbfe 'of «ie law-. This sttiftftifiriiy tciJuJrtS 
that ^3vt \dtc %t!ir Ipf'^igtxbour afe btfrdtTV^ { i. fe. IRift W* 
fegiHt! hh 'exist«6fe, im^rdV^ftit, and ^verHfeti?% 
ha|>f>iiTess, with the *afn6 frtendlj^ cttAc€rA which w6 
stibilld feel Tot <51ii- d\vtt. TiKis law fe alio 'bbligatory 
upon all irtWlligfent creatufes. As it i^jiecls the con* 
dhioh oFttiartj itt a iHtt tjf ihehA ts\TSiT^meiit frbift 
Gdti,,it ihVolves ^fectK^r dtiltes. It Binds lii to with- 
dfatv frotti all pat-tioipAliott in tfee aim of ^icfeWl ihen, 
cd h fiteesSary ickpediertl to bHftg Siem to repentance. 
Jt biftd^ us to dtt ali that we i^^ hhd to intercede lit 
incessant humble prSyer for their salvatibh. It bihdd lii 
to t^joict ih the cbhv^rsibh bf thb^ Whom God is gra- 
cib^ily pleas^ to bfiYigbiit bf diirkhess into his inart. 
velblis light; tblak^ thetti to oar bosoms as chHsUan 
brethren, and to seek their edificatlbh jti liollH&^a^ 
pttparatory to- thfe bliss of h^avgh. It binds \xk to for- 
iTeara^ce, and fprgitricss, and to. fill tTiosc cbhdescehd- 
ir^ offices ^hich btAerblfence dictates tbwards ihb^e 
who* we eaflttot re^bf er td God and fliity. This is a 
gcneHl tietv <Srf Tirf%ibri- to tMi i\St tektha^ reject j 
rt6t tb thfe Aete* pfofefesibii bt fdrrd of it, hbtio any 
rtttft pany btertjst, the frippery of cfef eifibtiieS, 6t nfr- 
ItaltoWiftd %M, formed iii ignorance and bigotry, wfricli 
iTiay askrtrte the nattfe bf refigion. It ft^i ti/er bedt 
t]f^ p0ptf.^Hf *f rfiafhfkittd id pass by i\\t essence tft 
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teligiop, atid to i^bstitute in its stead obscrvancea* 
which are the fruit of their own invention. It is pure 
and undefiled religion, extending its empire over the 
heart and over the faculties and actions of the man^ 
fr^e from all spurious intermixtures^ which we are to 
have in view^. Many people imagine that even this is 
a vain thing. They consider it as not worth any se- 
rious concern. But the Jewish lawgiver, speaking 
from experience, from the dictates of ^n enlightened 
understanding, and which is much more, frpm the in- 
spiration of the Holy Ghost, has tqld us that it is not 
a vain thing. He has gone much farther, and assert- 
ed that it is even our life. I will now endezlvour to 
illustrate and confirm to you the Justness of this as- 
sertion. Life is the greatest temporal gpod enjoyed 
by man. The termination of it is ordinarily consid- 
ered as, the greatest evil. All worldly possessions 
take their departure with the extinction of life. The 
malicious destrustion of it is estimated as the greatest 
crime, and the taking it away in the execution of law 
is deemed the highest kind of punishment. The 
term, life, as used in the text has certainly not a con- 
fined, respect to things merely temporal. It reaches 
to all the concerns of man, and must be considered 
as comprehending whatever is, or ought to be valua- 
ble to him here and hereafter. To illustrate the just- 
ness of the assertion in,its proper and extensive sense^ 
1 would observe — v • 

1st. That without religion our naturaUJife, wifh all 
its attendant enjoyments, is forfeited; and ^o forfeit- 
ed that we have no right to calculate upon its con- 
tinuance, and that it cannot indeed be continued, 
but as the result of mere long suffering in God...,, 
All creatures, who hold their existence in a state of 
favor and happiness, have it continued to them either 
on the ground of their personal obedience, or by a 
dispensation of grace. There are but these two ways. ;^ 
ijlo other is possible. The infinitely good God^ cait- 
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likot but approve the characters, and delight in the 
persons of all obedient creatures. He will certainly 
secure their happiness in union with himself so long 
as they remain obedient. The language of God^sgov-* 
erntli^nt with respect to the obedient, is( * he that doth 
them, shall live in |hen).' No evil can befall a crea- 
ture so long as he remains friendly to his Creator. 
Sin is a revolt from him. It places the creature in 
a state of rebellion, and under the curse of the law. 
For the unalterable language of the lav/, is * The soul 
that sihneth shall die.' Life is forfeited by sin. 
And when life is forfeited, all its attendant privileges, 
and enjoyments arc forfeited. 

The other principle on which creatures may hold a 
happy existence in union with God, is grace. These 
are properly two distinct covenants. He who has bro- 
ken the covenant of mere law, or works, may become 
interested in a new covenant, called the covenant of 
grace.. Such a covenant God has revealed and pro- 
posed to man? It is in the hand of Christ as its me- 
diator or executor, and is sealed by his blood. It con* 
stitutes the substance of that revelation with which 
God has been pleased to enrich us. But the sinner 
cannot be interested in the new covenant while utter- 
ly destitute of religion. The covenant takes effect by 
the consent of the sinner only. This consent must 
con^prehend repentance towards God, and faith in 
our Lord J^sus Christ. He who does not repent re- 
mains a rebel. He continues in arms against his 
M lawful sovereign. He spurns every persuasion which 

invites him to be reconciled, and tramples upon the 
provisions of grace. .He has then no title to his natu- 
ral life, or to any of its enjoyments, by his personal 
Qbedience or by grace. His4ife is continued on the 
same principle that the life of a murderer is continu- 
ed'in the proceedings of a civil government, after he 
has been tried, convicted, and the sentence of death, 
has been pronounced against him. It is continued in 
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IbftMstntdce* Were M ktd&glam^opltttnj^ 
dead in a moment, they wwitd wJy be treated a<!»[^m^^ 
131^ to theif :re;al mo^I oonxiition^ TM^ is%:s:?actly Xhfe 
rOTcrseof the litate orreligi^ns p^te% Tliey, a» 
TO^aKch « ' the itreiigi<^ift> })iive broken the hiW} tod 
personftBj^ Cows5<}et*ed, iteserv^ % have life and ail its 
eigoymentB taken fro*ft them^ But tl^y hiave ^cpertt- 
tdj m\d eml>fa<3ed the new c<^wftant. They ^t^ sttb^* 
ejects of grace, and are teteTested m the promise* of 
grace. These promises secure to them k pr<itractioft 
of life, so lo^ng as sl^all be for their real bjettefit, and 
3^ <?owicctioh with it, the (^ontinXKince of every deiir^ 
able enjoyment. 

2d, Without religion^ a pefsott catmt* be a subject 
of any blessing. His organs, and health and activity 
of body, and his facuUies of mind, mny be continued 
unimpaired, but they cann<A be oohtinlted as bless* 
ittgs. With plenty his cup may overfidw, but it Can* 
not \ye as a blessing. These things ^re favoui^s itt 
providence which call fof gratitade, us they illust'rat^fe 
the excellency of Jehovah^s character, are the oppo*^ 
site of what the sinner deserves, land are so mafty ta* 
lents which may. be put to dutiful itse. Btrt they do 
not indicate an interest in the blessing, anymore thatl^ 
if tlie rec;iptent were all the while suffering, the 
miseries of the damned. A maiefectof under ftcn^f 
tcnce of death, may have his executioit respited, 
but the reprieve will not indicate that i\vt govern* 
ment means to treat him at all as an object of its smiles^ 
He may be fed, comfortably lodged, atid have every 
want stipplied ; but none of these things '^ill express 
any satisfaction in his character. Tliey are consist* 
cnt with a perfect detestation ot it, and a resolution 
not to mitigate upon the whole, m the least, theseve* 
ritv of his punishment- 

^iTrose receive gifts from God as. real blessings, 
imd those only, who are personally the blesied. All 
fclessings descend upon men by the new covttiant. 
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The eurse o»t}r cmoeis by tbe olcL Thcjr eorljr a^ thft 
blessed who ^labrace the covenant ia which the hlessr. 
iB^ are depcxsited. Abi^ahaia embracfid this cav««. 
nont; 6€>d c^cour&e ww^ Abraliam^a coxcnasdk €bdL 
Hene^ God said- te h>>m9 ^ In blessing, 1 will hlessu 
tthec.' God was^ the covenant God of Abraham^a 
aeed^ Tkey ia sHoces&ioa are actual recipient^. o£ 
tile eevenant. He^ice they are qaid ta be the seed 
wbto^t^Lerd hath btessed/ Coaveiis from the 
Gentile world, aire Abr^hanv'sseed by adoptioa. They 
are breurght mto^ the sane povenan^ and beeome 
ccj^ualfy wkt^ Abratiaia himself, objects of the ble»»» 
iogv For says Paut, in his Epistle ta the Gsahuiaoa, 
*^ &f ye- be' Christ's, then^ arc yc iVuibraham's seed> 
a»d h^ir> a£eor(ting to the promise. Sa then they 
wMch^ be- ef lakh are blessed with faithful Abraham.' 
It ifs on^this ppinclple that tlic detaU of blessings \y^^ 
l^ven by Moses to the people of Israel, as recorded 
i» the 38tbeh. Deu(). ^^ And k shaH come to pass. 
}f thou'shalt hearken diligently unto the voke of the 
i^ord thy Gad, to- observe and to do all his com>< 
mandments which I command thee this, day, that the 
Loxd thy God will set thee on high aboise aU nations, 
of t^o earths And all these blessings shall come on. 
tbee and overtake thee. Blessed shalt tho» be in the 
Ori^y, and bleesed thon shalt be ui the fields Blessed 
shall be the fruit o^ thy body, and the frait of thy 
gpound, ai|d the fruit of thy cattle, the increase of thy 
kio^, md the ftdoks of tl^r sheep. Blessed sliall be tl^ 
basket and ^y store. Blessed shalt thou be whea 
t%o» comest inv and blessed shalt thou be when thou 
gpest out. The Lord; shall command: his btessingar 
upon thee in thy store houses, and in all that thov^' 
settest thi^ne hand unto, and he shall bless thee in the 
tend which the Loid; thy God givetlv thee. '' In simi- 
h^ feinguage the Psakn^t declares, ^ Blessed is the 
fldafi thadb wafteth no^ in the counsel of the ungodly^ 
aor standeth In the wa^ of sinners^ mor sittetk ia, the. 
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^at of the scornful ; but his delight is in the law of 
the Lord, and in his law doth he meditate d^y and 
night. And he shall be like a tree plante4 by the 
rivers of waters, that bringeth forth fruit in his season ; 
his leaf also shall not wither, and whatsoever h^ doth 
shall prosper.* The Prophet inculcates the same 
sentiment. * Blessed is the man who trusteth in the 
Lord, and whose hope the Lord is.' This evidence 
may be sufficient to conclude that the blessing is ap* 
propriate to those who are subjects of religion. But 
I cannot suppress the emphatic benedictions pro- 
noiuicedby our Saviour, in the beginning of his ser* 
raon on the mount. ' Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed arc 
they that mourn, for they shall be comforted. Bless- 
, ed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 
Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after 
righteousness, for they shall be filled. Blessed arc 
the "merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. Blessed 
are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. Mless- 
ed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the 
children of God.' The Christian is^ here designated 
in the governing affections of his heart, and the lead- ^ 
ing traits of his character. , On him therefore, the 
blessing rests, and on him only. The unbelieving 
sinnendoes not receive it, says the Psalmist. * But 
the ungodly are not so, but are as the chaff which the 
wind drivcth away. Therefore the ungodly shall not 
stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congrega- 
tion of the righteous.' The favors which the wick- 



ed receive do not come in a covenant channel. They 
testify to no union between God and thena. They 
are not pledges of fatherly love, as those are which 
are conferred upon the pious.' They present no evi- 
dence that God designs their good. Tfeey may be 
merely a savour of death unto death. They may 
contribute only to hasten and augment their final des- 
traction. For ' when the wicked spring asthe^^rasg^^ 
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and when all the workers of iniquity c'r flruriph, it is 
that they shall be destroyed iorevtr,? Which leade 
nte to pbserve, 

3d 1 hat he who is destitute of religion is subject- 
ed tb the positive curse oi God's lav. This curse 
rests upon him at all times, anci hcvever tir.plcytd, 
and it attaches to all hit cots, josMs&ts, arjG^r.jC3s* 
The curse is the reverse of tht bitssif\g« It i« the 
portion of the sinner's cup. It tx}f esses the abhor* 
rence God entertains oi his chatactef. 1 eii g ui c er 
the law, he is necessarily unoer the curse. * Cursed 
is every one who contiiiUeth nbt in all things written 
m the book oi the law to do'tbtnn.' In tht thapter in 
Dent, where theblessn g has been qu6ted ve find ^ 
the curse followir.g the rebellious, and never leavirg 
^ them till they are finally ciestrcytd. * But it shall 

come to pass, if thcu shaltnot htaiktn unto the voice 
of the Lord thv God, to observe to do all his com- 
m^ndments, and his statutes, which I comtnand 
thee this day, that all the curses shall ccme upon ihce 
and overtake thee, cursed shalt thou be in the city 
' and cursed shah thou be in the field, cursed shall be 
thy basket and thy store. Cursed shall be the fruit 
of thy body and the fruit of ihy land, the increase of 
thy kine, and the flocks of thy sheep. Cursed shalt 
thou be when thou ccmest inland cursed shalt ihou be 
when thou goest out. The Lord shall send upon thee 
Cursing, vexation and rebuke, in all that thou puttest 
• thine hand unto for to do, until thou perish quickly.^ 
*^ cursed' says the prophet * is the map who trusteth 
in man, and maketh fiesh his arm, and whose heart de* 
parteth from the Lord.' The New Testament speak« 
in language equally strong to thispurppse ; nay much ' 
more alartning'. He who believeth not h declared 
to be condemned already. The WTaib of God is said 
to abide on him« ExpreiBSions of terrdr are multi* 
plied, aa if it trere difficult to find words siiffiei^ittly 
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sigaificwt to convey ^just.ideaof tbc;wqiglit'Ofi that 
curse v.hiclV' rests upon, the irneUgiQus^. * Indignat^ 
tion and wrath, tribulation and anguish v^ppliiesv^ry 
soul of man thiit dothevil^ upon the Jew, firsitlaHdalso 
upon. the GcntilcV* Thus the curse goei^idciby 3ide 
with the : blessing. As pure as the latter, reirts upon 
the reiigiqpa; the former rests upon those of ^n .op-» 
positc character* It fastens jupon. them immoyeaWy. 
It is a burden-wUcb, when eternity pours its. light up^ 
oatheir minds, they wAH not be able to bear* It wiil 
sink them to thp depths of wretchedness. To have 
the v^rath of the immutable Jehovah abide upon ^ i^t 
fenceless creature, for a million, of years would hf 
dreadful. Who . could support the thought of only 
liaving.his; finger held in the flame of a, candle for so 
long a period ? What a doom-, deeply to he depre- 
cated, to, be cpndemiKd with I>ives, even fqrthis,pe? 
riod,;to sigh om the moungiful complaint, ' I am: toc- 
wented ia this flame.' But the. everlasting cpntin-* 
uance of this distress is the thing^ which adds. a thou-» 
sand fold to the horrors pf it* From thL^^curse reli- 
gion delivers us.. * There, is. therefore now i^^con-. 
dencmation ^to them. which are in Christ Jesus,, who 
walk not after .the fle^h., but After the spirit,' Invalrt 
ulable possession I Indeed it. is our life. - 

4th, Religion is our life as it is the only thing 
which can make us morally and spiritually what we 
ought to be. There is a death, my brethren which js. 
spiritual ,>as well as a death which is natural ami eter- 
nal ; I mean the soul's bereavement of the moral inuge 
of God« its destitution of that loyc whicl^.his law re- 
quires) and itsyolyntary bondage to &\n and satan. . To. 
be carnally minded, the apostle tells us, is de^tk*. Ypu, 
hath. he. quickened, again he observes, .whp.iwrere dead^ 
in trespassie^ andsins. He who .liyes^ intple^siare.is' 
s^id to be dead iwhile he liveth. The moral jcecqtjery of; 
thesoultoGod is denominated, on the oth^r hand„U£e;» 
* 1. o be spiritually minded is life and peace.' A res- 
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tcoratibn'te'OTCh a life is what is iritendcfd by the term, 

qicbened. -This" hmguage of scrfpturc proves to 

VIS that without teHgion Ac soul of ihati is wholly 

deadfn sin. It has lio ishade of likeness to the moral 

ex cJellency of the Deity- * remaimfig. It is not "onl y 

\vj^hout%ioral beauty^ but is degraded down to ?i posi- 

tive-re^semblance of the arch-ad versary of God; View 

a ^ti^tttfe entirely divested of all conformity to the 

ttvoj great cominandmcnts which require love to God 

arid Our rteighbour ;^at enmity with an infinite being 

whosfe nature is love, refusing to be reconciled to 

him-; li^mpling on his authority; turning a deaf ear 

tro'his cotms'els, going forward with an nncon<juera- 

Me obstinacy' in sinning against him; spuming his 

g^raee ; coitabined with other enemies ofOod against 

Jiis tJifrone 'and gfory 5 resisting the effi)rts of Ae pi* 

6fu», 'an'd * strengthening the hand3 of those who hate 

them,^nd. you certainly have inyour mirtds a creature 

dead' to all 'moral right. Deep stupidity and moral 

blindness are the ordinary concomitants of this ^irit- 

ual death- The heart being totally vitiated,* so vlti» 

frtfed as' to love darkness rather than light; there is a 

ptoneness in njan to error and deception, "• There is 

an ittdfeposltion even to attend with any teachable^ 

ni»& to tlie things which belong to his Everlasting; 

ptace. * O,' said the Saviour when he wept over Je* 

rusalemi * that thou had st known, even thou, at least 

ifi this thy day, the things vrhich belong to^ tliy |>cace^ 

Iki t tiow thfer are hid from ' thine eyes. ' And thfe pro* 

jihet 'Jeremiah asks; * to whom shall I speak, and 

give warning, that* they may hear I Behold, their ear 

is uttciixmmcised, that they catinot harken. Tbt^ 

twrd of thcLoMis umo'them a reproach, theyhave 

no^delight in it.* ' If possible the picttire Which Paul 

draws; bf the blindness' of sinners, is- still more fWght- 

fttl. * This l^y thercffoi^ and testify^ that yc wait 

nota^ othierOemilfe* w^lk, in the Vanity of their minds, 

Joying theitindersttnding darkened, being alienated 
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from tli^ life of God/ through tJie ignpranoc that is ia 
thein, be<jause of the blindness of their heart; who, 
being past feeling have given themselves over to Work 
all luicleanness with greediness.' Religion is the re- 
surrectioh of the creature from thi^ death in sin. It ifs 
the puttiug off of this body of ignorance and deformi- 
ty » and putting on the new man, which after God is cre^ 
ated in righteousness and true holiness.' From the na- 
ture of religion, a$ It has been generally described in 
the forepart of this discourse, it must appear to be thcj 
proper restoration of the sinner, to all moral rectitude. 
This constitutes real; moral excellence, it harmon- 
ize^ the creature with the Creator, and disposes him 
to be active in his service; ' It rescues him froni self 
imposition, blindiVess and error. He presents his body 
a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable unto God..... 
Pnder the influe;nce of it, as th^ great spring of real 
imprbyemerit,'he employs his thtellectual powers in 
diligeht and successful se'arch after truth. His eye 
being single, his whole bpdy is full of light. His ex- 
ertions are directed to the best things. 

Many have been the endeavors of mankind to form 
excellence and usefulness of character without reli- 
gion. Great has been the labor to make mail a vir^ 
tuous and aimiable being, on some other principle, 
fcxternal ptirifications have been resorted to. Acts 
of corporeal worship have . been niultiplied. Men 
have gone on pilgrimages, and sunk into cloisters. A 
heartless morality, shaped according to the super fi- 
cial opinions of -the world, has been cherished, as 
though it attached real nioral worth to man. The 
principle of hbnor has been embraced. And the re- 
bel against Jehovah, has approached to single combat 
in defence' of /fets character, as though he had some, 
worth of character which he might losfe. These are* 
miseraWe expedients to shift off religion, and con- 
firm tiiiat darkness of mind in which unconverted men 
Tove to be l»ewildered. It is labor wholly in yain. 
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« 

Religion is the only thing which can constitute true 
worth of character, and give man a rank aiuong mor- 
ally living creatures. 

5th. Religion is our life, as it brings with itinestin 
mably precious personal comforts through the changes 
of this mortal state ; secures a peaceful departure out 
of the world, and gives at lasl an abundant entrance 
into the mansions of the blessed. Religion disinga- 
ges from those exertions which perpetually harrass. 
worldly men. .It cairns down the anxieties of the nund, 
dissipates its C^ars,.and reconciles it to adversity.,,.. 
It leads the possessor of it to, a sweet reliance upon 
an all sufficient Saviour. It gladdens the soul with 
that aspiring hope which fastens upon the skies; 
i^hich is its anchor,, sure. and steadfast, entering to 
that within the vail. It is its glory so to belittle the 
world as to detect its cheats, and despise its unholy, 
acquisitions of honor, profit and pleasure. It is its 
glory to put the milice of earth and hell at defiance, 
and to vanquish the king of terrors. It is crowned 
\ with a part in the first resurrection, and brings its most 

happy, its highly honoured subject up to the blisfut 
seats of paradise. And. O, the unutterable tri« 
umphs, the unsatiating, ever expanding raptures it 
will then enkindle ! Go, follow the irreligioqs maa 
down to his dark and dreary prison below, witness 
his agonies, hear his moans^ think of his being con- 
tinued this spectacle of shame and misery throiigh 
interminable ages ; and then follow the religious man 
up to the pearly gates of heaven. See them thrown 
wide open for his honorable admittance. Behold con* 
gratulating angels and saints welcoming him to a par* 
ticipation in their joys. Witness the transports of 
his soul when his eye is fastened upon his adored Sa-> 
viour. Mark with what ecst^cy he mingles his song of 
victory with the acclamations of all the ransomed, and 
let this felicity be drawn out in your imaginations to 
^n endless eternity, and you will have some idea> but^ 
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©i h<d^ mard^^uaftei ctf the extetit t<) which it is tifiMj, 
that religion i^ our life. *-Upon tlie whole it is' im- 
possible to name one real personal good, one attaili- 
ment or efijoymtnt of real value, which is not religion, 
itself, J or founded in it. Withoot it the ridier a wan 
is in worldly possessions, the poorer he certainly is up- 
on the whole. The more honorable he is in worldly 
distinctions, the more dishonor attaches tohim npon 
the whole.' The more unholy pleasure he enjoys, the 
iiiore bitterness is he certainly laying up for himself 
in the latter end. The more he is flattered here,' the 
mdre will his torments be increased by^ the revilings 
of his companions in hell at last* If possible it wouid 
be better to be a child of penury in the very lowest 
grade of human ecxistehce, and infinitely better to be 
a beast, driven by goads, and bearing a yoke, thani)e 
a man,*evenamaii ofenainence and fi^gure, without 
religion. But I am constrained to observe once ffiorev 
6th. That religion is our life in 5dci^/ respects. 
What an unamiable land uiipleasant, not tqi: say wretch- 
ed siociety, is an irreligious family ? The term wretchv 
td, in the strict sense of it, applies to millions of 
families, for the mer^ want of religion. \^ perpetual 
infraction of each others rights, jealousies, cr^mina^ 
tiorts and jars, make up the materialsof their his- 
tory. If tliere areany enjoyments resulting from fami^ 
ly affinities without religion, they: rise no higher -in 
their nature, than those of all niraals who live in clus- 
ters ; and they are counterbalanced by severe sorrow^ 
under adversities and bereavements;, of which they 
are'the spring, ileligion gives to demestic society, all 
its realvalae, its innocence, its mutual confidence, its 
cheerfulness, its unity of interest, its harmony of sen- 
timcnt,: and its aspiring hopes. The endearment^ in- 
dulged, neither satiate nor embitter on rcflbciti^n. Eni 
livening conversation on the best subjects,* 'pre^ents^^ 
minature of heaven. Trust in God, disfjels aniiiety 
*nd gloom. Anticipations of a happy m^ing inhea*^ 
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^ten, reinove the dreariness. of that (kssolution of thw 
family state, which theykuow is hasteningtn). PraiEe 
iascenclsfn)Tn.the family, altar, and the voice of aii 
&ppix)viog God supports and .gladdens in the^ parting 
•scene. 

It is: reli^on onlVj which is the basis: of Christian 
roramunioh, and the life Qf that most desirable socie^ 
ty, calkdti^e Chtircht: Here how friendly > how in- 
viting it- is ! How tender are its sympathies, how 
abuqdant.ai^e its labors for the general edification, how 
freci M^e its ohari^ties, how brotherly its spirit, how 
harmonious its songs, and how elevated its joysl 
Here: nonje are strangers, none are partisans^ All 
^re brethren. The rich and the poor,- the high and 
the low, the, free and the bond are on a level* All are 
mtembersof ihe same body. And though they have 
nevet seen each other, and live urtder different polhi- 
caj ♦governments^ in a state of open war, they , feel the 
uniting attractive infliience of one common -Section, 
If it; were kft to them, there would be no war, no ra- 
pinci, ao oppression one of another. They can be in* 
the. most i ptrfect aihity wjth:each other, while the 
world is rent with national hatreds. This is a fact at 
the pj^sent momient* - When the nations of Europe 
are sending^ out their armies and fleets, and. exhaust- 
ing their resources for each others destructioui while* 
lands are covered, and oceans are stained with human* 
gore, the remnant of the followers of Jesus^ dis- 
persedfoyer the respective countries, are- pouring their^ 
affectionate, condolanee into each others bosoms, 
drawing tighter ithe cords of their mutual charities^ 
contributing to each others relief,. meeting before the 
same throni3 of grace, and combining their efforts to 
heal the moral disorders of ixiankiod, and spread 
the go^e;! over the wwld. Ye amiable people ! Ye 
are eiititled to. be called the elect of God^ Ye arc as 
a city scit on an hiW, which cannot bip hid. Ye seem ? 
feeble :^ftd forgotten. And many x>f you- are peraie>^ 
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cuted. But ye are brethren, and yours finally is the 
victory^ and the glory. When my' hearers, religion 
has accomplished its end, into what a transcendantly 
glorious society will it form the Christian Church ? 

It would be doing religon an infinite injury to sup- 
pose, that it is the principle on which poliucal society 
is founded. A. political society is a collection of 
men nationally separated from the rest of the world. 
Its form ,of govennnent is not generally chosen^ but 
the fruit of accident or imposed. *It has respect 
merely to the interests of the world, arid will perish' 
with the world. To say that such a g6ciety cannot 
exist in a state of prosperity, without religion, if by 
prosperous state be meant national aggrandizement, 
and opulence, is to assert against all evidence. Yet it 
may be averred, that religion has the most propitious 
influence on political society. It makes the good ma- 
gistrate, and the industrious, quiet subject. It gives 
to contracts their best security, and to labor its sure 
reward. As it spreads among the mass of a people, 
crimes will cease, mutual confidence will be restored,' 
order will prevail, and each one will sit under his vine 
aftd fig tree, having none to make him afraid. 

As a farther evidence of the excellence of religion, 
I must be permitted to remark, that nearly all those 
establishments which have charity for their object, 
seminaries of learning, hospitals of every descrip- 
tiGUy societies for the relief of persons in distress, for 
the recovery of those vi ho have become the victims of 
seduction, and for the emancipatidn of slaves, have 
sprung from religion as their creative principle. . 

Thusreligion, heaven descended, the image of the 
Creator, and the sure guide to that happiness, which 
is to be enjoyed in his love, scatters her bounties, 
spreads her light$, and extends her healing in- 
fluence in every direction. It is just the opposite of 
b^inga vain thing. It is the only object entitled to 
0Qr care^ To be religious, is to be wise, and rigltt, 
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tiiseful,^ and happy. To be witbbut religion, is to be 
desperately wicked. It is to be a cumberer of the 
ground, and an heir of hell. 

^hall we not then, my hearers, be grieved to the 
heart for all our past irreligiousness ? Shall we not 
lametit our opposition to religion, and neglect of it ? 
Shall we not yield to its demands, come home to 
God, and be his forever ? Can we still go so directly 
in the falce of evidence, law, authority, and experience, 
as tO' refuse to be religions ? Are we determined ne- 
ver to be ivhat we ought to be ? Are we resolved 
to bring shame, dishonor^ and perdition upon our- 
selves as fast as possible f Can we continue delibe- 
rately to prefer a portion with the wicked ? If exhor- 
tations could do any thing,* they should be multiplied 
till evening; till I sunk down lifeless in the pulpit. 
And it would be a most desirable death, tint if you 
yield dutifully, itmustbeto evidence. Evidence is 
full before you. And with you I leave it. and with 
him, who shall judge the quick and the dead.... Amen, 
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,<;0D GLORIFIED IN BtJILDINC UP ZION, 
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Fditor efa Gongregaihncd Church in fVonesieT'^MattachutetUi. 



PsALM$ ciu 16.. 

* When the Lord shall build up Zioriy he shall appear 

in Ms glory, ^'^ 

BY Zion in tiiis passage, and as the term is ge- 
nerally oised in the Scriptures, we are to understand 
that holy community commonly styled the Church. 
There have always been some individuals cf this com- 
mvinity living in the world, through every successive 
period of time. Before Christ, it was confined very 
much to the natural posterity of Abraham. Since 
his ddvent, its boundaries have been widely extended, 
and it has taken into its bosom multitudes of us sin- 
&1 and miserable Gentiles. Every person who is sanc« 
tified ^i^ heart is a subject of this community. And 
,^very person ipiio gives evidence that he is sanctified, 
is visibly a subject of it. God is the builder of Zion. 
He designed it inhi^ infinite mind from eternity; 
and he efficiently brings into it, aU the multitude of 
which it consists. He forms them to that temper by 
which they voluntarily sink into a spiritual and holy 
society. He preserves them under the government of 
tius temper, sp that they never can be dismembered 
from it. Says the Psalmist. Ps. 149. 2. * Let Israel 
rejoice in him that made him : let tl;ie children of JZ^.^ 
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on be joyful in their king.? In the 43d chapter of Isair 
ah God speaks of Zipn as exclusively his work. — - 
* But now thus saith the Lord, that created thee,'0 
Jacob, and he that formed thee, O Israel, fear not for 
I have redeqtned thee ; I have called thee by thy name ; 

thou art mine. rF^ar not ; for I am with thee, 1 

will bring thy seed form the east, and will gather them 
from the w^st. I will say to the north, give up ; and 
to the south, keep not back \ bring my sons from far, 
and my daughters from-lhe ends of the earth ; even 
every one that is called by my paipe, for I have cre- 
ated him for my giory.^ L have formed him, yea I 
have made him.' 

If a superb edifice is rising ynder the agency of an 
ingenious architect, his ingenuity as an artist will ap- 
pear more and more admirable, as the work advances! 
under hi^ hands. As Zion is styled the fullness of hin]i 
who iilleth all in all, iaind an habitation ofGod through 
the spirit, it is to be ejxpected that in its rise, his glory 
nvill be greatly illustrated, l^at it will, is the express 
aiSsertion of the Psalmist, ift the passage I have read to 
■you/ Witfi his prophetic eye spread over thisimmense 
spiritual building, as it was to rise through the lapse 
of ages;' he asserts that whenever God should act in 
carrymg it forward, he would appear in his glbfyi 
Thisis a sentinieiit justly entitled to our serious con- 
sideration, and must be cap^ible'of yielding us much 
instruction, and comfort, I shall lead you to consider, 
' '1st. When God, according to the import of this 
passage, may be said to build up Zion, ^ 

2d. In ^hat rcspepts, when he does so, he appears 
lA his glory. And ' ' 

3d. 1 will suggest to you the proper rfeflectionsi 
which fio w ff'om such a view of the siibject. 

1st. Wje will attend to the inquiry, when God, ac- 
cording to thfe import of the passage, may be said to 
tuildupZion. 

The material world with all its iFumiturc, is tern- . 
pprary, ^ They shall parish, but thou remaincst, and 
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they all shall wax old as doth a garment, and as a 
vesture ^^^s^lt thou fold them up, and they shall be 
ehanged ;fT. but thou *art the same, and thy years shall 
liot faiL^ ^^ Hi a perfect' system, contrived by an infi. 
nitely wise God, that whichr is feniporary and tran- 
sient^ K^imot be created for its own sake. It must 
t>e subof dinate to^an interest which isto remain. Zi« 
on^ as it is a spiritual, redeemed, ev^r-during society, 
is an^eternal CKCieltency , and the "perfection of beauty* 
AUother/thiAgs in this world, are of inferior consider- 
sEtion, and have utility and beauty, only as they are 
subordinate to it^ W^ are xiot to suppose then, that 
in every thing he does, God is directly building up 
j Zioh'. In some of his works he does but create and 

I arrang#the means. He acts then, with respect to his 

i uitimafe- work, but indirectly and remotely. The 

I pruklent architect, first forms bis plan, procures his 

I tools^ provides hi^ materials, lays out the scite of his 

building, and collects his laborers. All this is but 
preparatory; and subordinate. Afterwards the biiild- 
mg -actually rises under his hand. In like manner 
s<^me of the works of God, are but provisional to the 
p)^6pe,r work of building up Zion. Such is the work 
!t>f creation; When the sun, alid moon, and planets, 
thi^ globe, with: all the variegated beauty which is 
sprem over k ; light and life, irrational creatures, and 
ilnan the noblest of all, rose into being at the com- 
nianding voice of God, his power, and wisdom, and 
gec^dne^s shone with' admirable splendor. But as 
yet Zi<>n had not began to es^ist, 

' Su(^ is -the work of providence * The hand of God 
preserves and manages ev^ry particle of matter, and 
every porticm of sensitive Kfe. Npt s^ sparrow falls 
f o the ground withotit his notice, and the hairs of 
our heads are all numbered. But effects which take 
place in common providence, constitute ; no part ol 
2ioh.; The iigency which produces them* is there* 
fore but' subc^inat^i . 
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Such^are those acts of God, by which knowledge i% 
addressed to the understandings of unrenewed men» 
Instruction in its nature, however abundaht, is but 
provisional. It may coe:^ist with perfecf enmity to 
God. It may fail, and in innumerable instances doe$ 
in fact fail of having any saving effect, through the 
opposition and unteachableness of those to whom it 
is addressed. We can suppose this world full of iur 
struction, respecting God, his glory, government, the 
obligations and relations which subsist between hin^ 
and his creatures, and between one creature and anor 
ther, and yet Zion have no existence. 

Even the appearance of the Son of God in our 
world, his union to our nature, his sufferings, resur-* 
rection, and ascension to glory, and the subjection of 
the mjriads of angels to his mediatorial dominion, 
are but preparatory and provisional. For all this 
might be supposed to be done, and yet Zion not be. 

Those extraordinary operations of omnipotent agen? 
cy, by which sinners are awakened, brought under 
deep convictions, and filled with alartning apprehen* 
sions of God's wrath, do not property form any part 
of tliat peculiar system of operation, by which Zion 
is built up. For let the light which is spread over 
the mind, be ever so great ; let the sinner under the 
alarms of conscience approach ever so near to com- 
plete despair, remaining a sinner he is still of the 
world, and is under the curse of the law he has brok- 
en. He has not yet yielded the controversy. He 
has not entered th^ gates of Zion, nor partaken in 
the least degree of the peculiar character of its citi- 
zens. We might suppose the agenpy of God spread, 
ing such conviction, and such despondency over eve- 
ry mind, while as yet Zion had no existence. 
' As zion is a spiritual society, consisting of peri- 
jsons who are taken out of the world, renewed and 
sanctified, formed in Keart and life to a likeiiess to the 
Saviour, it is then built up when sinners are brought 
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to repentance, are preserved and carried fbrD^ard in 
a holy life, and , are finally translated to heaven.-— 
When a sinner becomes* a sincere penitent^ and not 
till then, he ceases to be an enemy of God. Old 
things are now done away, and all things are become 
new. H^ changes his ground, his objects of ultimate 
love, his associations, and the direction of his efforts^ 
He quits the service of satan, and cleaves with full 
purpose of heart to the Lord Jesus. He becomes a 
living stone, fit to constitute a part of the immense 
teniple of grace. He is disposed to take, and does 
actually take that place which is assigned him by the 
great builder. He is disposed to keep that place, and 
to strengthen the work instrumentally, by the applica« 
tlon.and dilligent use of all his talents. 
. Persons may be brought to repentance solitarily, 
i/e. when there is no revival of religion in the place 
where they live. And they may be converted in con- 
nection with others, more or less, under uncommon 
refreshings from the presence of the Lord. In both 
these ways, God has in 6very age carried forward 
this spiritual building. The spirit has been always 
operating in one place or another, as the wind has al- 
ways been blowing ; ^ sometimes like a gentle breeze 
hardly perceptible, at others like a rushing tempest. 
More generally it appears to have been God's me- 
thod to affect the recovery of sinners by occasional 
effusions of his Holy Spirit, by which multitudes 
have been collectively brought into his kingdom. 
Many such seasons of extensive ingathering there 
have undoubtedly been, which have not come to our 
knowledge. Sacred history has transmitted inciden* 
tal notices of several extensive revivals which took 
place among the people of Israel, in the times which 
preceded the advent of the Saviour. The effusions 
of the spirit were much more abundant after his as- 
cension. Three thousand were converted in one day, 
under a single sermon. Five thousand in another 
day. During the first century Zion enlarged her 
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boundaries t0 a great extent, and- redeivcd mihion^ 
ihto her bosdm; ..Heathen idoktors by shoals were 
caught in the gospel neti . Every where the pfrcaching 
6f the gospel was with power,, being accompanied with 
the Holy Ghost sent down from Heaven. Ecclesiastical 
histCM-y records vast ingatherings iit later periods, un- 
der a similar siipematural influence, in Germany ^ Swit- 
zerland, France, Holland, England, Scotland, Ireland* 
and our own country*). » About sixty years kgo^ there 
was a very remarkable revival of rdigion ov^r Newf 
England^ and in the middle colonies^ Great num- 
bers were brought under deep convictionsj attd as* 
there is great reason to believe, to sincere repentance* 
Within ten years past many districts of our country- 
have been signally enriched with this heavenly bless- 
ing. And we have liberty to rely, that almighty agen^. 
cy will be continually employ.ed in subduing sinnei^s 
to the cross, tillZion is completed, and raised to her 
ultimate elevation in the mansions of eternal bliss^. 
For it is promised, (vain expectation is that which is 
built upon the supposed nuUity and inefficiency of 
this promise^). ' I will work, and who shall let it. 
I have set my king upon. my holy hill of Zion,. Ask 
of me, and I will give thee the heathen for thine in- 
heritance, and the uttermost parts' of the earth for 
thy possession* O thou afflicted, and tossed, and not 
comforted : Behold, I will lay thy stones with fair 
colours, and thy -foundation with sapphires* And I 
will make thy windows of agates, and all thy borders 
of pleasant stones* .Who hath heard such a thing?. 
Who hath seen such things I Shall the earth be made 
to bring forth in one day^ or shall a nation be born 
at once? For as soon as Zion travailed, she brought 
forth her children, . One shall not say unto another, 
know the Lord ; for all shall know me, from the least 
even unto the greatest. And the earth sliall be^ ftill 
of the knowledge of the Lord.' These and many 
other scipturc promises respecting the future rise and 
vast extension of Zion, have certainly not yet had 
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their accomplishment. ,As they shall be fulfilled, 

ftrikihg evidence will be fumis^ied that God is the 
guilder of Zion, and it will be inquired, with deep ad-* 
miration and praise, What hath (jod wrought ? 

I am to lead you to consider in what respects God, 
when he acts in building up Zion, appears in his glo-* 
ry. The declaration of the text implies, that Goi 
has originally and independently a fullness of glory, 
.which has its clearest illustration as Zion advaQce3 
under his all disposing hand. It is our business no^ 
t-o attend to the particulars ih which this illustration 

IS made. ■ 

1st. When God biiikls up Zion he appears iii the 
infinity and irresistibility of his power. By power 
we understand that ability which an intellegnnt agent 
has to bring to pass such effects as he wishes to ac- 
complish. Power may be unequal in different intel- 
ligent agents. The power of one may be competent 
to thfe production of certain effects, but not to the proi- 
duction of others, to which the power .of another may 
,be adequate. Power in itself is a valuable attribute 
i^ecause it may^be employed kindly^ in effecting desira-- 
ble ends, which could not be effected withpiit it. Good 
dispositions are ineffectual, if attended with perfect 
weakness^ Perfect benevolence will labor to diffuse 
its blessings in vain, if overruled by a superior will. 
God is good. He is unlimitedly benevolent, without 
any opposite bias of heart. Those creatures who are 
opposite to him are evil. Malevolence constitutes 
the principle of their opposition. It is infinitely de- 
sirable that they should not be able to impede in the 
least, the execution of God's purposes* It is infinite- 
ly desirable that he should possess, and appear cloth* 
ed with< supYeme power ; power adequate to all the 
ends of his administration. In the possession of 
such power, he is fitted to be the sole goyernor of the 
world, the manager of all events, the guarctian of the 
moral system, the successful promoter of happiness. 
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the refuge of the weak and needy, ahd is a nieet ob- 
ject of universal unreserved confidence.^ Clothed 
with omnipotence, he must be beyond the possibil^ 
ity of disappointment. He can effectually prevent 
ill-disposed creatures from doing mischief'; andean 
make theni, against their inclinations subservient t6 
good. The ilnfinite goodness of God is a full securi- 
ty that his power will be always employed for eiVds 
purely benevolent. Without it, he could bring no- 
thing to pass. With it, he can do all his pleasure.-^ 
Power then is an essential portion of his glory. It 
goes to constitute that infinite excellency of n^ture^ 
on the ground of which, be is entitled to be loved 
with all the heart and soul and strength and mind. 
The more his power is displayed, the more clearly 
must all intelligent creatures perceive their obliga- 
tion to love him in this perfect manner. In thi=s light 
the power of God was certainly presented to the mind 
of the apostle, when he said, Rom. ix. 22. * What if 
God, willing to shew his wrath and make his power 
known, endured with much long suffering, the vessels 
of wrath fitted to destruction.' Thus it must be con- 
templated by the inhabitants of heaven, when they 
sing, * We give thee thanks, O Lord God, Almighty, 
which art, and wast, and art to come, because thou 
hast taken to thee thy great power j and hast reigned.' 

The power of God is displayed in the works 6f cre- 
atidn, providence, and general government* It is dis- 
played in perpetuating, in a state of holy happiness^ 
the myriads of obedient creatures ; and in the com- 
plete reduction of all his eneniies. But it has a monfe 
clear and admirable display in that agency by which 
Zion is erected. 

It is the power, the irresistible power, of God ex*, 
clusively which reconciles the sinner, disposes him 
to submit, keeps him in a course of holy obedience, 
makes him valient for the truth. Strengthens hiM iii 
the day of trial, and translates him to glory. Thcise 
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tiN^gs^ are i^ot to be ascribed to any previous teach- 
ahl^Tx^s, good disposition, striving, qr prayers, in 
U^^ 4nner himself; nor to any strivings, or prayers 
Qf ^th<?ri%, to the efficacy of means, or the force of per- 
suasic^n* The previous dispositions and endeavors 
of the sinner entirely resist this work of God« The 
^h^t^Qter of ev^ry sinner in this respect^ ^s given in 
the first chap, of Proverbs. 'Because I have called 
and ye have refused^ I have stretched out my hand 
^ri,d no ma^ regarded ; hut ye have sei at naught all my. 
€^i4n(^.lsy and vfotfld none of my reproofs J Many of 
tl^s^e who ar^ subjects of this renewing influence 
are, befpre their conversion, notorious examples of 
stout heartedness, of profligacy, and unbelief ; prone 
tp^^ vilify ittl serious and experimental religion, to 
t$3nrn the preaching of the gospel into banter and to 
i|$e all tHeir e^^ertions to defeat its influence* They 
^anifeis^t m<>re hatred to religion than to any other ob^ 
jcct. ,/]Wh^t a display of power to bring into cordia( 
^nd aifections^e subjection, cres^tures so inveteratelyr 
lipi^tile : to tvirix them entirely about, and lead them 
to,pr%y, gnd labor, aiKl suffer for a cause to which 
tl>^y wer^^ ^a opposed 1 Here is omnipotence in its 
iptpst hQi}pn4>le attitude, * Thy people shall be wil|^ 
ing^in tb$, day, of thy power/ How gloriously does 
<H?aoi|M^tea4pe triumph, even when ;^n individual i» 
in4de a sijbject of such;a change i ^ow much more 
i«ir|kep l^ji^l^itudes, large prc^ortions of towns and dis*. 
^Ict^ .unitedly present the|r bodies as living Mcrifi^ 
Qe$, lioly and ^c^eptable! Behold a ^cpn^egation^ 
QVC^ whicli stupidity . a^nd uabelief hold ^eir iro]n 
r$4gn^ ^pr^singiL perh^s with open contempt, the 
4it^t|nguislu9g truths of the gospel, now impressed^ 
^ply Wk?i^?> di^wis^ing their opposition, and kneels 
ipg tear|i|ily ai the Jp9pt of the cross. It is to be re- 
i|if i(il^9e4 th^t the whole body of unbelieving sin- 
iff^§ s^:e .f;pmHi>ed ifi pounteracting this work of 
Qod* . For/ says our Saviour, ^ he who is not for me 
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is against me, and he who gathereth not with me 
jscattereth abroad.' All the legions of hell too are 
leagued in the opposition^ As Zion progresses in* 
gaining converts, and is carried forward by the hand 
of God to her destined glory, all this opposition of 
earth and hell are entirely disconcerted and defeat- 
ed. The enemies of the cross consume a%vay in their 
sins, and as impotent fpes, wasting their strength 
for fraught, and perish without hope. Greatly is the 
power of God glorified then, when lie builds up Zion. 
* 2d. When God builds up Zion, he appears in the 
glory of his wisdom. ' God is wise in counsel as 
he is excellent in working. Wisdom, an attribute 
essential to all respectability of chiaracter, and neces- 
sary to the performance of all works of utility, goes- 
to constitute the supreme excellence of Jehovah's 
name. With perfect unerring wisdom he is clothed. 
He is the only wise God. * O the depths,' says the 
Apostle, * of the rithes both of the wisdom and know- 
ledge of God ! how unsearchable are his judgements, 
and liis ways jjast finding out ! f Whenever we turn 
our eyes pn tnp face of nature, whatever object we 
examine, great or small, we are astonished at die wis- 
dom which has contrived and disposed of what we see. 
Evei-y leaf, and flower and tree, every organised 
living body, every ittind brings home to us the im- 
pression that God, is infinite In wisdoin. But in the 
work of redemption the wisdom of God shines with 
unparalleled brightness. Christ is emphatically the' 
wisdom of Gpd as well as the ppwer of God. In 
him arc hid all the treasures df wisdom and know- 
ledge. ^Speaking of the design and issue of the work 
of redemption, Paul says Eph. Hi. 9, 10. * And to 
make all men 3ee what is the fellowship df the mys- 
tery which frgm the beginning of th<2 world hath been 
bid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ ; 
to the intent, that now unto the principalities and 
powers in heavenly places, might be known by th§ 
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church the manifold wisdom of God.' If Mrisdoni 
consists, as none will dicny that it does, in adopting 
and steadily pursuing the most excellent end, and 
calling into use infallible means for the attainment of 
it, causing good to spring out of evil, order out of 
disorder, light out of darkness, happiness out of mis- 
ery, and in defeating the schems of crafty and malig* 
nant creatures, then the wisdom df God is signally 
glorified in the whole series of operation, by which 
the church is' advanced. What end can be imagined, 
better than that of the greatest happiness of the mor. 
al system ! And how exactly and most desirable do 
all the operations of redeeming love issue in this end ? 
W^ith what loveliness of character and peace of mind 
are those enriched who are bom of God ! But the 
joys they feel here, are the earnest only of the ever- 
lasting inheritance. How n^uch greater beauty and 
glory are shed round the moral system than if there 
had been no apostacy , no suffering Saviour, no redemp^ 
tion ! How are the schemes of satan entirely defeat- 
ed ! How completely are the machinations of the in- 
solent enemies of God upon earth frustrated ! God*s 
purpose stands. His word prospers unto the thing 
whercunto it is sent. The wrath of man praises him. 
Opposition wastes away under the successful tri- 
umphs of the iremnant ^vhjch he hath chosen. All 
heaven is gladdened. And its anthenis bf praise 
wax louder and louder, as ppe stqne after another isf 
added to this great building, 

3d. When God builds up Zion he appears in the 
glory of his grace. Perfect goodness constitutes the 
moral character of God. In this all moral excellence 
is to be resolved. When Moses pr^ye^l * I beseech 
thee shew me thy glory,* he was favourably answer- 
ed in the promise, ' I will make all my goodness to 
pass before thee.* But can thiis) goodness become 
grace ! Can it open its treasures to the evil and un- 
(^nkful ! Can it go into measures Infinitely expen^^ 
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^ive to rcNleem tb^m from a punishinent stric% de^ 
^crvcid ? Can it come oyer mountains of sins, recon- 
^oncile^ emhasom, ^nd elevate to the height of glory, 
^d blessedness pbdurate rebels ? Can it come dowa 
to lo\y as, to dwell, by a most endeadng inhabitation, 
with those who have foolishly and perversely destroy- 
ed themselves ? Such is the attitude in which the 
goodness of God presents itself upon the Gospel 
fcheroe* Zion in its whole structure is a building of 
pace. The salvation of sinners must be wholly of 
grstce. They do nothing to procure ; they do not 
?ven previously desire the infinite blessing. Sucfi 
throughout is the testimony of the scripture on th^ 
m^bject. * By grace ye are saved, thrpugh faith^ and 
Ibftt not of yourselves, it is the gift of God.' The 
jlinner deserves for his abusive treatment of his Ma- 
f er what his law threatens, eternal death. But the 
dispensation of which he is actually the subject is 
j^VSt the opposite. He is raised from a death in tres-* 
p^ssej3 and sin$. He is brought honxe to God. His 
countless imqijiities are freely forgiven. He is adopt- 
fid into the heavenly family. He is made an heir of 
Op4f ^d ^ joint heir with Christ to an inheritancet 
incorruptible and undefiled, and that fadeth not away. 
H^ is admitted to t^e hopor of suffering in the cause 
9f virtue and of being a co- worker with Gp4» 1b* 
spcad of being damned, he is treated far more fs^^ 
ypiirably than if he never had transgressed ; aBd alj 
this on the ground of the voluntary intej^positlon of 
the Spi^ pf God, as a propitiafion. t)oes not God 
t|i^,appe^ eminently >n tne glory of his grace^ in the. 
whole of that extended operation by which the fhurch 

y§ sayej^ • ' 

, 4ti>. When God buijds up Zion, He appears ia 
the glory ofabsolut^ sovereignty. At absolute aoir. 
(y^eigfitj we h^y^ always reason to, tremble when vi 
t^ hands of an ^^ill-disposed beings A cruet soYr 
ereignty is the most cruel of all imaginable things* 
But a benevolent and gracious sovereignty is most. 
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desirable. Sucb is the sovereignty of God. This sovc^ 
fetgrity is clearly displayed in the whole of that agcncjf 
which redeems the church. It is displayed in select^ 
ing tftte materials, bringing them into the building, 
keeping them there, and perfecting th* structure; 
^ He hath mcercy on ^hom he will have mercy, .and 
compassion on whom he will have compassion.-^ 
It is not of him who willeth, nor of him who runnethi 
but of God who she weth mercy. Of him, and to himi 
and through him, are all things.' Jesus thought this 
scfvereignty of God, as illustrated^ in the salvation of 
siriners, worthy of grateful and exulting acknow- 
ledgment. Luke X. 21^ * At that hour Jesus re* 
joiced inspirit, and said, I thank thee O Father, Lor4 
of heaven aiid earth, that thou bast hid these things 
from the wise and prudent and hast revealed them untd 
babes : even so Father, for so it seemed good in thy 
sight.' How desirable to a rectified mind that the 
glorious Jehovah should always appear an absolute 
sovereign ! And how is it possible that he should 
exercise grace at all, but in a Sovereign way ? Whethi 
cr he save a part or the whole of our fallen race, more 
or fewer, this person or that, must depend entirely 
on his determination. What reason can be assigned 
that -he chose Abraham to be his friend and left others 
of the posterity of Noah unchosen ? Why did he 
make his family, in their successive generations the 
depositories of his truth and grace, iii distinction from^ 
other families of the earth ? Why was Paul a chosen 
Vessel, and influenced to build up the faith which he 
previously destroyed^ when many of the same Pha- 
tisaic school remained enemies to the cross and di- 
ed in their sins? Why has God taken such individu- 
als as he has in following periods, atid niade themliv* 
ihg stones iii this great building of his grace ? Whjf!^ 
is the Holy Spirit poured out upon one place and not 
•upon another ? Why at one time and not at another ? 
Why is ohe person taken and another left ? To all 
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these questions there is but. one reply. It is in tti^ 
words of our Saviour^ just quoted. * Even so Fa- 
then for so it hath seemed good in thy sight-' 

We are naturally dt variance with this glorious sov- 
reignty of God, We M-ant to save ourselves, if we 
tu*e saved at jvll.« We cannot bear to be mere debtors 
to distinguishing grace* But let us. feel as we will, 
>vhether we approve or disapprove^ God appears glo- 
i»ious in his sovereignty in every part of' bis work of 
redemption. 

: 5th. When God builds up Zion, he appears in the 
^lory of his immutability^ Ho »v imperfect would God 
be if he were mutable, if he shifted his plans as men do ; 
|>erpetually relinquishing the resolutions which he had 
formed^ and adopting new ones ? Were this the case^ 
ihere woud be no system in his operations^ There 
ivould be no determinate end pursued by fixed and 
infallible ipeans* He could not be an object of 
confidence* Universal distrust would be reasonable ; 
tind bis government, if he could be supposed to go- 
vern at all, would be a source of anxiety, not off hap- 
piness. It is a matter of the greatest consolation, 
that God being powerful and good, is unchangeable. 
I am not now to pro veto you, that immutability is 
one of his attributes. He who admits a God, must 
admit his immutability- Change supposes deriva- 
tioUj and dependance* Hence the scriptures are very 
careful to ascribe to him this character. They tell 
us that he changeth not ; that he is the same yester^ 
day-to-day and forever, without the least variable- 
ness or shadow of turning. When God builds up 
Zion^ this adorable eijLcellency of his nature has a 
most honorable illustration- We see one purpose 
revealed, and that purpose steadily pursued through 
'the lapse of ages* The building of grace rises conti- 
nually through thousands of years, on the same plan, 
of the s^me materials, and in the same way. Nothing 
from without operates in any degree to vary this plan. 
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If feod coukl be induced to alter his puq;>ose, he cer* 
tainly would be pursuaded to do so, by the ungrateful 
treatment which his overflowing graCe meets with in 
this wicked ^orld. Thfe contetapt which falls upoil 
his work, or the perverseness of those who are ttiadc 
the subjects of it, would induce him either to lay it 
entirely aside, 6r to suspend it. Btit as the Holy 
lesus went steadily and immoteably forward, through 
a host of 6pposers, and under circumstances inex- 
Ipressibly trying to his virtue, in Accomplishing the 
errand for which he came into the world ; so God in 
the £ace of all opposition, and infinite dissuasives in^ 
the perveriseness of his creatures, invariably pursues 
his designs of grace, and at <^very &tep of his work 
presents himself to the view of his creatures in the 
grandeur and glory of absolute immutability. 

6th. In the buildihg up of Zion, God appears iri 
the glory of his faithfulness. Faithfulness and vera- 
city are nearly allied 4 The former, however, has 
more especial respect to antecedent promises. The 
covenant premises which God has condescended to 
tnake respecting the ingathering of the elect, and 
the building up of Zion, are numerous. Sotne tit 
tiiem have been quoted. They run4hrough the 'scrip#' 
tures. The fulfilment of them, is essential to the glo^* 
ry of divine faithfulness. At present it may be sufp. 
pOsed a question^ whether God will execute his en- 
gagements. His character in this respect, may bt 
understood to be on trial. Thfe almost entire as- 
pect of the world, at least at certain periods, lookM 
the other way. Appearances are, as if thfe ^6Vd of 
0od would not take effect. The wick4^d Venture 
mockingly to say, * Where is th« pr6mis6 of his 
coming^* They ask, * where is your Go^ ?> They 
insult our hopes, and Wbuld persuade us to give up 
religion as a dream* The ffeebfe feith of the be*^ 
never is sometimes* staggered. Widfu a faiilteritfg 
mind he says to his fellow disciple, witti^t^^ 

5 * ''■ 
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h? WJ^9 .W9d^My^ redc^r^e^ Jfirael.' This .grerit 
question, jAjhetJipr |he ^scjaratipiis of Qpd in beiha^f 
p/Zjon^ fec.tpJt)? dcM Jiasiti the buMwg lap 

pf Zion a cle^r a^riiwitive ajn^wer. Th^e bijliding 
goes on . TJie y prd stands , .cpASrmed. UAJjejief ^s 
Gonfpunded. The cpveniint is CQxnpJeteljr €xcGu,t^(i. 
j\nd ,00(1 is prpcj^in^pd to tl^^ joy of jdj bqijevft* 
lent creatures, the ifaithful Gpd. 

Lastly. }\ hen pcd buijds up Zipn, ^e appjeiars ^i 
the glory, of s.yccessful superiority to j^l his^ Mw^M^ 
Jn respect to ?ion, 0pd.and wicked creajijfes ^^e en- 
gaged in a yerjii?tere3ting.»|riiggle. God s^ys^t sh^ 
rise> th^ wicked say it s^all fail. He builds ;thf^^y fiV^ 
deavor to .^IsRJplisli* He orders hi.s gpi^p^ to bf 
preached; t^y atten^pt to sijencp if* He^aU^in, th|9 
subjects of grace, tj^ey a^teiqpt to hinder their cpn- 
yeri^io|>,^r to decoy them bap^ yhen cquxe^rteA* Tl^egr 
seem tpsucqecd* Tl^ey J^ecome strong ia t^^r pwgi 
i^'naginations and wax cpnf d^nt in tteir .Qp|ioskipi]i« 
T^h 5?^^j,cipate 51 coippjet? ^ji^BRph over t^e ppp|>ls 
aiid cause of ,Cp^* Hut when Gpd wprk^, who ca^ 
let; U I 'Whm he builds up Zioi), it ^risf?? W|^Qift| 
difficulty. Ttip strength of its ejiciia^^^ 4?^ fQun4 tp pg 
perfect weaktje^. jh^y, MP !?9»?ath. ^p jjs aboyg. 

Ltt us no>v s^^, 

2t(L ^iiai reflections i^SLpox^lySdjlayir fro«j tl»^ ^]^- 
J>.ct- ', ' / 

il. ^t is $in obvious inference frpm what h^s ^§m 
said, thqit those >j1;io ^re opposed to real religion ar>^ 
in hear f, and in alltheij: aojtipn^^the eneiijips ojFQp^f 
When yeai Ve;ligion gains gfopi^d^ Zipij i^ built up. 
l^e^I i^el jgi ppi ' gain.^ grw4f when careksjs siisjWR 
a^e awaVen^5^, 'cqnvinced pf their^ total sinfuln^g^^, 
ai:e reijewe^' ip, l^e^, jpi^^^r ^/ ^^ ^,9?A ^^^ i?<i Qfl^ 
in cdnnecupn wU^^ conipanioQs' ip pipty, i? %\^. 

i^rrow way pf fvoUnessV It %^i;is. grcufn^ epiipe^iil^ 
iicheu such instanpgs ot cpiiviction aci^ cpnvprjBipn Jffft. 
numeroust unuer'signal effu|^ion3oftheHoly Ghost^ 
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u^^OB ft ciMgPt^tiofki a district, or country. Religi* 
OB makcfi no progress in^'any other way* Civil order 
%pd deedruQi^ of -manners, are ' altogether short of it. 

-^ut'td" ^ifcha progp'ess of religion, many are opposed. 
Spr€Bdmgr conviction and earnest inquires about thj^ 
Sfl*v^ti<M> of the swil, are a ^eat trouble to them. , The ; 
tears of tl»penltent are unsightly in tlieTr eyes. Prayer 
If and zeal and escemplary holiness, are offensive to them. : 

T^hey wouM - gladlyr see the subjects of ^religion, 
revolrbackagainto their former levity and worldli-. 
nessw- Let all such opposers of true religion, consi** 
derhOMT their opposition proves the truth of the tes^ 
timony of seripture, that the carnal heart is enmity 
a|^apst God.- Resisting- ^uch a progress of religion/, 
they resist the spiecial operations; of the Holy Ghpst,^ 
They are hostile to that work of God fvhich is ofBU* 
pfeme- value in his account/ and to his appearing in ' 
h^ glory. What greater proof of perfect enmity to/ 
God call be -given ? Is npt this the same tamper of, 
mind precisely;* with that which put the Saviour of 
the world to death i and iu* the same circuKTStances, ^ 
i;vautd it not act in the same manner ? 

2d. If God be *the^ builder of Zion, and* it was his 
pl^ppose^from eternity eminently to display his glpiy 
inf buildingrit up, then christians should never indulge 
theietot desp^^ndency with "respect to jts invaluably 
interest^h^ When opposition to truth and vital re)i-^ 
g)on' is- widely Extended and apparently successful ; 
when -sirtgular-efibrts to resist the' torrents of corrup-. 
ti^, and ^enlarge the boundaries 'of the redeemer's 
king4om,'5isie«m^'tO pr^ove abortive,* christians are too," 
apH/toyietd themsdves up .to dejection and 4>strust.. 
But* how unTMsMuble ? How feeble* that faith, 

' tojfstrbej which dou1>ts> so easily? Hoiir is eviHepce 
. lost 'sight <^i and how little honored- is the' divine \ 
te^mony ? It ^eremore reasonable to apg^pehend that ; t 
theearth' willbe immedi^tety dii^soHred, arid tljat ajl j 
wof^ wilV«3^u^» 'tlisai'that Zion will ever be ' left' , 
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in any circnmstance of real hazard. Does God pirct- ' 
side with his watchful providence oyer the seasons, 
day and night, over the minutest parts of nature, 
and over events, the most trivial ; and can he fail of 
accomplishing his greatest work, in which his heart' 
is ultimately engaged, and to which all his other Works, * 
even the incarnation and sufferings of the word, are 
but subordinate ? 

3d. If all the attributes of God are employed, and 
/jnost fully illustrated in the building up of Zion, 
then we may rely<that when completed, it will be a 
most fair, and most glorious building. The phiioso* 
pher admires the structure of the material system. 
And full of wonder indeed it is. The structure of 
minds is still more^ admirable. But how much more 
glorious must that work of God be, when completed, 
>vhich is the fulness of him who filleth all in all ! 
With propriety is it styled by the sacred penman, and 
undoubtedly to all who have a rectified moral discern* 
ment it will appear, * the perfection of beauty.* 

4th. If God have undertaken to build up Zion, and . 
his glory appears in so many, and in such import-' 
lant respects as it rises, then Christians have the 
greatest inducemints to pray much and earnestly, and 
beiievingly, for the effusion of the Holy Spirit, and 
extensive revivals of religion. Christians certainly 
maypray with importunity and with great cxpecta- 
tions, for the progress of that work in which God 
is eminently glorified. The manifestation of God*& 
glory must be very desirable to them. That his name 
may be declared and exalted throughout all the earthy 
must be the fondest wish of their hearts. The su- 
preme good is realized when the spirit is abundantly 
given, aiid religion, in the power, and purity of it 
spreads farther and farther in the world. ' Let this - 
then be the great subject of the christians daily prayer. 
I^et him here fill his' mouth' with arguments drawn - 
fjpQf^ the purposes and plans of God^ froni the provi* 
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of hi^ grace, and the promises of the gospeL 
L«et him wrestle with Jacob, and prevail with Israel. 

5th. If God be the builder of 2!ion, and his glory^ 
is eminently illtistrated as it rises, then we ought to 
notice with gratitude and praise all those events that 
come to our knowledge, which are peculiarly aus« 
picious to the interests of pure Christianity. The 
multiplication of the means of salvation ; the self- 
denial and zeal with which numerous pious youth arc 
devoting themselves to the ministry ; the establish- 
ment and successful labors of missionary societies ; the 
translation of the scriptures into different languages, 
and the revivals of religion which are taking place 
in different parts of our country and world, are 
events signally in favor of pure Christianity. They 
indicate good to the Zion of our God. Let christians 
eye his hand in these events, and glorify his name. 

Finally, let us all bring home to ourselves the so- 
lemn inquiry. Has distinguishing grace taken us 
out of the world, subdued us to the gospel, and put ni 
as living stones into that glorious building which Gocl 
is erecting upon earth ? Have we been united by a 
living faith to Christ and his people ? Are we built 
upon the foundation of the prophets and apostles? 

Happy are they, indeed, who are citizens of this 
heavenly city. Their place of defence shall^be the mu- 
nition of rocks, bread shall be given them to the fulU 
and their waters shall be sure. The lamb which is 
In the midst of the throne, shall feed them, and shall 
lead them unto living fountains of waters, and God 
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes. But with- 
out are dogs, sorcerers, and whoremongers, and mur- 
derers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and mak- 
etha lie. Here is the Sodom of the world, from which 
tinners must flee, to the city which God redeems,^ 
or perish in their iniquities. Now to him who sit- 
teth between tHe Cherubim, who is the Jehovah of 
jj^ael^ be ^lory and thanksgiving and praise forever. 
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Genesis, xix. 17. 
-^Enape for thy /( 



HEARERS, it is written, < l^'hoso J^titlethlkfe 
trust 4n -the Lord, shall be safe.' -It is also ^ritten^ 
Y But tiie «s:pectatfon 'of llie Wicked shall be cMoffl 
?he kope of ^-njust jmn perisheth.' 

Lot was a Ti^fateous man, and thetefbte, ilkc LorA 

^ snatched 'hkn from that destfuction, In which his feU 

low vpiti^ens of pelltited Sodom and Gotnottah, Were 
for their widkedness, overwhelnrsed. *G6d ktK}W4 

i eth how to ddiver,^ and lie will deliver frdm fin(d 

evil, ^ thern lfia<t,' in heart, ^ are his.* He ^iH nevei* 
deliver them, licmever, but by their escaping^ frMa k 
si^Bation which sin renders dangerotrs. This wad 
^ fact with rif^eous Lot. He must fly from fhd 
place destii^d to ruin, or he must perish in the cofn« 
mon pecdition. To him, safety was brought by th% 

\ . hands of tihe safne angels, Aat were ttiiftis^ers of d^« 

' ' truction to the wicked. His ^ngtr was*, nevelth6« 
^ss, ^^% and akumiing. Ihe command, p^iftting 
Vs^ him the way of defiverance was^, idf course, WgenC 
•' Escape for thy Ufe»' 

fiu« is no% the danger of every impenitent siifm^' ar$ 
great asJUi^^^a&^r wh«fv^ cities^ ift which ^dlveH)* 
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were by a stroke of wrath, to be turned suddibnly iritd. 
an everlasting monument of Qod's indignation against 
sin ? Yea, sinners, is not your danger, this moment, 
infinitely greater^than his was ? The evil which threat- 
ened him, and from which, heaiveri warned him in- 
stantly to escape, was temporaU It pertained to the 
concerns of a world, whose * fashion passeth away. • 
The evil which threatens you, is eternal. And from 
a situation, which exposes you to eternal evil, you 
are, by this message of God, admonished immedi- 
ately to escape. 

Hear;, therefore, in the text, God's warning to every 
soul yet uninterested in Christ: * Escape for thy 
Life.* ... 

First. The sinners duty is expressed : * Escape.* 

Secondly. A motive to the performance of duty ys 
urged. 'PorthyLife^ 

First. The sinners duty is expressed. / Escaped* 
Something must be done. A change of condition 
must be experienced. The very nature,- as well a^ 
manner,- of the command implicsy that the subject of 
it is interesting and deserves speedy attention. 

Buti here sinners^ you are, perhaps, saying in your 
hearts ; * Is it not sufficiently well with us, as we aref 
Estaping belongs indeed to those who are iq danger.^ 
But who is he that shall disturb our peace,: With 
what terrors shall any make us afraid ? We perceive 
no danger. What occasion then, have we of escap- 
ing — :of seeking a condition different from our pre- 
sent ? Shall we not have quietness, though Hve walk 
4i/ier the imaginations of our own /learts — yea, though 
we pass through life, and die^ without concern, on 
the matters, about which you speak ?* ' 

Such feelings and such Is^nguage are the fruits of 
a seared conscience^ They are the very often ob-. 
served dictates of a heart that is far from God ; of a • 
heart which is hardened by irreligious habits, into a 
i^tal stupidity about the concerns of the soul. 
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Mrsiy thch sinners^ justly, honestly^ survey your 
. situation. View it by the light of your own prac- 
tice* : View it by the light of revelation. Only admit 
, truth, and your fatal self deceivings and thoughtle&s- 
: hesd will be scattered. Facts will show you, whe- 
ther your necessity of escaping, be not most urgent. 
, Ycmr perceiving no danger, is far from proving, that 
there is none. In spiritual things^ none are so ready 
.to say, / Lo, we see,' as the spiritually blinds , * Are 
. w^f blind also ?' has in every age, been the proud re- 
.ply^ofthc. impious, when self condemning truths were 
«tol4;thtm,' l>ivine things are * spirittially discerned** 
• To the TK&ai>, who , both by nature and confirmed ha* 
bitr is blind, they are^ therefore, foolishness^ Con- 
sidering what your hearts naturally are, your, fake 
opinions about your own safety, ate not surprising; 
though they are lamentable, and ought to be alarming. 
Bnt be the question again ask^d : What is the si- 
.tuation froni which it is your duty to escape r Not that 
of entire dependence on God-*^living, moving, and 
having your being, in him : Not that of existing al^^ 
ways under the direct inspection of bis eye : Ikot 
that of trial, in this world, for an unchanging eternity 
to come : Not that of infinite obligation to love, and 
honorand obey him with all your heart : Notthatof the 
strictest respwsibility to W4©j :, for every exea^^ of 
the soul, anfi.for cyery degd^fthe h|indsaqd tbrigufc:; 
Not.th^tpfeertainty, that you shall be^ o»e day, sutaa- 
xnoned<toreceivev^t;bi9 hands your endless inheritonce 
jof pleasure w oif paii;i, according to. the right or the 
-jyrong vsjSy whi<;h you will th^i> be found to have made 
of the tajents th%t he-gave you tp occupy for himself : 
Ina woRd.; Not that of the rejation you bear to him^ as 
yap t uiajker , prjeseryer, benefactor, lawgiver -and }udge* 
.', It^is jifi itsjelf, altogether desirable to be situatied, as 
V:OU are^ in all these respects, with relation to^ a being. 
mfinitelyM^ise^ and great and good* . Yonrtescape,. 
from this situation, is neither required, nor possible* 

6 
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i Bat tte ctengerous situation, in \Yhieh yoa are, 
imil which you ought instantly to fbrsake, is that of 
: \6pp&sitmp in jour hea^rts, to the living and true Go4. 
~ Tbc^'^yil is moral. It has in it, exceeding criminal- 
ity. The charge isf, therefore, serious and awfuf . It 
is a charge bf rebellion against the greatest and best 
cflDclngs-i— of transgreiasing laws perfectly gijod*— of 
jnvolrmg yourselves in the guilty forfeitijre of fevery 
fevdrv and of bringing lipon your^a?uls^%y your own 
choice; the displeasure bf him, who is at once Om* 
nipotent add unchangeable. Stich is the cfeai^gi. 
Dare you plead not guilty ? Diare you say i*» It is not 
true,* while you know, that you' live irrejigiously ; 
while y^u know, that you love and serve and- trust the 
creatwe, rather ![h«n the creator.* • ' 

. If you deny this charge of opposition, in hearts, to 
God, behold wilnessesspittmoned from your practice ; 
&om yoiir own bosom ; to prove thie truth. What 
testimony,, shewing that Jrour situation, as Gorf be- 
liold&you, is dangerous, because ^rimiinal, i^ borne 
iiy your CKerci^es of heart towards your neighbor? 
God requires you to love your neighbor as ybur- 
^elfc.^ Aadt your coifseience testifies, that the law is 

> Let then your envy of yo«f neighbour ; your }cat 
Ous feejllng^^ your malicious purposes, yoiui* pcvengc- 
futvwi^es;-»pe%ik. Letyoui* cOvfetousness of what 
itf^awfiiUy hk ; yow* secret rejoicings at his disap- 
pointments aawl distresses ; youir vile affections, all 
speak. These, smners, arc the exei^cises of your hearts 
towdffds your hdghboflr* Exctisi not 'yourselves, 
*nor attempt yoiiP jusfifi€ati(m, by saying, * ivc never 
allow ourselves? to act out these fedirigs^ and' Wishes.' 
Remenfiber that in God's ^ght, em-y exercise of the 
heart is an action, either good or bad, andf |9tat for it 
2^ such, you are solemnly ansAVcrable. See then, 
ho«^ entirely your feelings Mid wishes f)f -^hcaft^ tq- 
wiird^ ywr neighb^ coi^emn your* 
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. I|<|t 49 ypur hearts treat tl^ ^^}^S ^^ An}r abetter ^ 
th^A thejfjtfqat your peighbor I. He* rightly requires ^ 
yo^u to love kim witkthe whole, hieart.. You now 
st£ka4 chargcfd with the violation of this, comniandiueat, • 
iVn i/)dictmeat is found. Yoq are arraigned at dc j 
ojNT. , Pa jou deny the charge ? Let WTituesses again , 
de^^Iare^ ..L?t the testimony, on -which the verdict; 
sbaU he fo^dff be brought from yrOuri.&eling&,..and - 
maitner of life towards God, 

^ l^trthe ^lotiyes,, with which you ever engage. in- 
religious service^ either c^n or secret, speak* . Tbey 
win de^are, that cither supposed, worldly advanta-.- 
gcs or a slavish fear, bring you before pod in .all 
the f^rna of reUgiion,^ which you ever observe. Let 
t)ie hope of. worldly advantages, and a serrile feat; 
ceafiiCy m^ God would receive nothing more of y9ur 
forir^I. respect. Yo|ur outward maiiner of life- would. 
then:^xpre^ the s^me thing which your hearts have; 
alwayn sa}d uato God : ' Depart from us ; for we de- ^ 
sire.liot a kiaowledge of thy ways/ ,. . r 

.But the trial is not through. Let your neglect of; 
God'vS word ; or your peryersion of its mesuiing to 
make it suit the wishes of the irreligious heart, speaks. 
Liet your ungodly manner of spending the Lord's: 
sabbaiths ; time which he lias consecrated, and which 
you know,.. that he has eommanded you to reniem^ 
ber and keep holy, speak. Let your ingratituc^ for 
hisf ffiVAurs ; let your murraurivgs when his wisdom 
sees it not best to gratify your personal wbhes ; let 
your idolatrous ; attachment to created things, speak^^ 
Let your sqprcme jcare to * lay up for yourselves 
treasures on the earth ; to set your a0ections on things]^ 
that ^re benei^th ; ,^9 )ook, wholly at the things which, 
are seen and teinporal,' 9II speak. Let the offence 
which your hearts take at^the thought of keeping near] 
to God^ t;^ habitual prayer and devotion ; let the im« 
possibility you find of conceiving how there can be 
^ppiness w the life of piety ; let your resistance of 



sr- 



A ^feiliMON *BY • 



God*s word atid providence and spirit ; kt Vbui? i<i- 
creasedhiardhess'oflteart against him; youi^^irifcre&sed 
^version to the' devout and humblfe life, ^idst the 
kiirdest instrqction^ and tyarnings which it is possi- 
ble fot him to ' give* w you to receive ; let your re- - 
jectioh of his beloved Son, whom in the exercise •<>( 
bouiiSless lovp, he has sent into the world for its ^sal- ' 
vation ; yes, let your wishes of heart, that there were • 
no such God ; or if there must be such a being, that ' 
your dependence upon him, and relation to him may 
be dissolved forever ; let all these exercises of your- • 
hearts, and these practices of vour life, pronounce " 
on youi^ situation, ' ' : •. 

Their verdict is clear $ arid instantly made up. Your/ 
manner of passing through your probationary life-, isj ' 
that of enemies, not friends to Qod ; • that of • rebels 
against him ; not of subjects loyal and affectionate to 
his gbverriment. Btit can such a situation be other-; 
wise than ddn^rous ? Opposed to the being on whom 
you depend, disgusted with all the holy services which 
he requires ; as far from him, as possible, in all your 
alfectioris and conduct ; continually sbtting up his 
rivals in your hearts, and paying them your homage ; 
bestowing upon them your love j must you riot be 
objects of his righteous, but tremendous ii^ignation? . 
TKiis your own hearts and pitictice condemn you^ 
And recollect, * if your own hearts condemn you, God 
is greate.f than your hearts j ^ndknoweth all things/ 
dii^ccms incalculably more of your wickedness and 
danger, than you now perceive. A41 this rebeUion 
is against a Being infinitely good. AH these iniqui- 
ties are violations' of infinite -obligation. They are 
transgressions of laws, obedience to which, renders 
all the obedient blessed. They are a manner of life 
frternally inconsistent with real happiness. 

What then, can be plainer than the danger of your 
situation as sinners, arid the duty of Immediately es- 
ftaping ! You have now beea called to view your $it- 
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u^tion by the light of your own feelings and practice. 
But Secondly^ your situation *must be seen by re- 
vealed light- . What does the Searcher of hearts tell 
you, that your real situation is ? * Hear O heavens, : 
and give ear, O earth, 1 have nourished and brought 
ilp cnildren and they have rebelled against me.*"~That 
same rebellion, against the living God, is here charg- * 
cd upon you, which i;S proved by all your practice. * " 
He himself tells you, tl)at all who reject him, are 
in his sight wicked. The disobedient are condemneid*. 
already,' before him. , ^ 

' If you have not, in the habitual exercises of your 
hearts, a religious regard to God ; a religious fear of 
his displeasure at every manner of life not pioqs and 
heavenly; a religious love of him as infinitely pur€f 
and holy; a religious affection for all his known co^n^- 
xnandments ;. you are, in his sight, 'tvicked. And* he 
tells you, that * he is angry with the wickedevtff A^yi^ 
Now what can you need ntore to convince ybi| ' Sf' 
tremendous danger in your Tsituation, than to knotir 
that God looks down upon- you with dispkasi/t^ ? 
What further proof can be necessary, that escaping 
from your present situation, is your first — ^your mc^t 
i|Xiportant duty ? 

He also assures you, that while you continue unre- , 
newed, in the disposition of your souls, to a supreme.- 
love of himself and his service, you are ' treasuring up^ 
unto yourselves, wrath against the day of wrath.* - 
Nq language, can more strongly prove the danger of' 
your condition, while. unholy. To lay up by an un* - 
godly temper of he^rt, to lay up as in a treasury^ 
stores of wrath ; the wrath too, of him,, who isyour • 
final and omnipotent Judge, must surely be a most* 
dangerous method of using your talents, your un- 
derstanding and strength. So long, therefore, as you/ 
are doing this, you ought with fear and trembling 
to remen^ber, that your situation is one, from which 
every consideration of duty and safety requires you . 
^nstantly to escape. . - » . 
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Yfiu must at once ooncede,, that ^ God is infinitely . 
ivise and good. He ihtrc£<f re deserves the love of 
^our whole heart; the obedience of your whole 
strength.. In camnLanding you to render hira this, 
he commands nothing,, but that which is perfectly 
reas€0iable. Of course you are dcung wrong, you 
are con^d noting yourselves wickedly in every act of 
an irrdifiious life ; in every affection of an unholy 
hciMt. . Your situation then, while you remain un« 
^dlyi mustbe in itself^ suph as demands your escape, 
because it is altogether criminal and dangerous. 

. Thus sinners^ your feelings and your practice, and 
t^ ^revelation which the Seareher of all hearts has 
made, express ofjly cue sentiment concerning you. 
't'her all declare, tliat in heart you are opposed to 
thg^J^oly character and service of God. They aU 
d^Ifire. you gone out tfthe right way^ and tliat while 
5X)\^^(;onjtinue thus, * destruction and misery are in. 
ygjur p^ths.' They all declare you to be * children of 
\V^ti^*\ ;jnd that you never, excepting by an affec- 
tionate4jirning tothe Lord, can find the way of peace 
and blessedness. 

. Hear therefore^ your duty proclaimed in the text. 
* Escape,' fly speedily, from a state of opposition to 
God* Hate every sin. Detest all that which yo^r 
lawgiver and Judge lias forbidden. Loath and con* 
demn yQurgelves^ because you have rebelled against 
Him. .Embrace tlie Lord Jesus Christ, as the only way 
of your pardon and acceptance, * Walk henqcforth in 
newness of life. Renounce the hidden things of dark. 
nes9^ and live as children of the light. Deny ungodV 
liness,' and every Iforbidden aftection. * Let the grace 
of God dwell in you riclily,'and abound always * in the 
work of the Lord.' Thus you will find peace* Thus 
}^ou rwill find and inherit forever the great salvation^ 
And this brings into view, the m^^ris;^ wgedinthe 
text, for the performance of the duty commanded ; the 
du^rC^ escaping from a condition of sin and eternal 
deaui. TUercjfcre, 
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Secoi^dey, Let this motive be considered. * For 
thy Life.'* Sinners, your life, yqur salvation depends 
on your escaping from the native opposition . of your 

, hearts to God. And is a stronger motive possible? 
You have just now heard the things briefly mention- 
ed, i which the performance of the duty consists. 
"They are an unfeigned turning to the Lord ; humility 
and self comtepmation before God; because you have 
been rebels against him ; thai * godly sorrow,' for sin, 
which * wdrketh repentanpe unto life ;' that ' faith in 
Christ, * which wdrketh' by love' to God, and duty ; 
that pure, that disinterested affection for your Crea- 
tor, which causes yoU to adore and praise him as the 
enemy, and the punisher of sin ; and that meek, and 
resigned, and just, and prayerful, and exemplary, and 
holy manner of life ^ before the world, as well as in your 
hearts, which is both the evidence and the fruit of re-, 
generation. In these things, together with all that 
tl^ey imply, consists your performance of the duty 
tionsidered in this discourse. The call \x.o this duty 
is urgent and interesting. * For your LifeJ^ 

i^lV^if; The life to be securedf, by obedience ta 

' God; is not the life of the body. It is spiritual life ; 
Keavcnly rest and peace in the soul. It is on earth, a 
foretaste of that sublime felicity, * which ey6 hatK 
not seen ; which ear hath not heard ; the greatness 
of which the heart of man hath not lieen able to con- 
ceive,* and whix^h God has promised to all that es-i 
cape fr6m the love and dommion of sin. 

It is a deliverance, in the way of holiness, from thq 
*^ratK to come* ujion all those, that both live an4 
die, and go to Judgment under the entire power of the 
• carnaV mind, which is 'enmity against God.'' It isi 
the present enjoyment, in some measure, of that peace 
whicH.^hrist promised^ wheti he said in his farewell 
address tof his di$oi{Aes, * Peace I leave with you ; 
Jfry peatx F^vc unto you ; nijit as the world giveth, 
^iH'd I unto you.* * - 
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.Hipre is apresent acquiescence in the disposals of in fi- 
nite wisdom, amidst the sorrows with which sin fills the 
world. * Thy will be done,* is. the submissive, the 
triumphant language of the obedient soul. * The j udge 
of all the earth will do right. The Lord reigneth.' 
That which is best, will be done. In this state of the 
soul there is rest, there is peace, there is life. Youx* 
attainment of this, is your attainment of life, at the 
, same time, in which it is your deliverance from death. 
' Your feelings, your practice, and the revelation of 
truth made by your judge, all testify, as has. been al- 
ready declared, that you are this moment, spiritually 
dead. You are in a state of ^-estlessriess and ruin* 
iFor enduring satisfaction, you are trjListing the crea- 
tures which God has given you to use for himself. 
Their proper place in your affections, is not that which 

. you are thus giving them. You are to receive and 
use them only as instruments in his hand of advanc-, 
ihg his praise in your salvation. . , * -. 
^ But you are putting confidencfs in them, as thougk 
yo\^- knew them able to render you blessed, and bless- 
ed too, in the way of enmity against your maker. You 

-are doing this, when byiall the experience of the 
Avorld and of yourselves, every one of them tells you, 
concerning the happiness you intend they shall con- 
fer;* * It is not in me.' The truth of this affecting 
declaration is confirmed by every trial you make. At 
the close of each escpcrimcnt, the anxious questions 
return upoii ypii,'^^ * What shall we do ? Who will 
§hew ws any 'good ?' 

r Your Maker often and often tells you the same 
truth. * There is no peace, saith my God, to the 
wicked. Their mirth is like th^ crackling of thorns 
xinder a pot.' And it is affecting to stand. and see 
every disappointment you suffer bringing nearer to 
you the the terrors of death and judjgme;nt. Thus, 
while in heart, the enemies of God, you are spiri- 
tually dead ; * dead in trespasses and sin ;' d«ad W 
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all ^'rmtfi^e^t siitisfaetion and peace. How strong, 
tfien, is the motive set before you, to escape for 
Kfe ! This^ motive Js found m the present experience 
Both df the f ighteous and of yourselves. In propor- 
tion to their grace, tbey have peace ; while you have 
nothing durable but inquietude and disappointment. 
Secondly. This motive is found in those future 
scenes, which according to unerring revelation, are 
before both them and you. Amidst the coming painsf 
of the probationary state, they will have support, 
while your hearts will die within you. Uiiider the 
stroke whieh must separate soul and body, the di- 
vine rod arid staft' will comfort them, while you, if 
conxiience be awake, will sink down in despair. They 
will hav« cause to exclaim triumphantly, * O death 
where is thy sting ? O grave where is thy victory ? 
Thanks be to God, for his unspeakable gift ;' while 
you will ^ mourn at the last, saying, how have we hated 
irtstructiort!* 

Wit^ * |Oys unspeakeable and full of glory/ they 
look Jprward to the morning of the resurrection. Be- 
fore you is nothing better thail a certain fearful look- 
ing for ^ of jurfgement.* They having sought by a 
* patient contiiiiiance in well doing,' the honors, the 
glories df the heavenly world, look for eternal life.'* 
Over all your prospects hang ^ c)oud% and darkness^'^ 
amidst which, you can behold nothing but wrathful 
flitshe^ of that fiery indignation, which shall devour 
the adversaries of ♦ the Lbrd,? shall devour you forever 
and ever. They * labor for the meat, that end^reth 
unto everlasting life.' You are preparing food for 
this * worm, that dieth not; fuel for the fire that shall' 
never be quenched. Their labor inthe Lord's service 
shall not be fovrnd Vain. They know it will sooti be 
said to them, * Well ddiie, good and faithful servants, 
enter ye into the joys of your Lord.' Your refusing, 
. in the face of all warnings, to * escape for you life %^ 
refusing the love andservix^e of God, choosing rather 

7 
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the ways of death in this worlds and of perdition itt 
the world to come ; will have it said unto you, * De- 
part ye cursed, into everlasting fire*' * As ye have, 
loved iniquity, hated righteousness, so ye shall be 
filled with your own devices* As ye have sowed 
wickedness, so shall ye reap diamnation/ 

Thus sinners, your happiness, your life, in both 
worlds, is the motive, by which you are here urged 
to the performance of duty*^ It is for ydur salva-^ 
tion th^t you are eommanded to renounce your oppo- 
sition to God. It is" a kind precept, which requires 
you to * fly for refuge from the wrath to come, and 
to * lay hold on eternal life.' And will you perse- 
vere in abusing this wjwming goodness of God ? Will 
you to the last, insist upon it, that you will die eter- 
nally ? God' is saying ' turn ye from your evil ways.* 
Escape from all enmity of heart against your creator* 
With hearty submission, cast yourselves on the sove- 
*reign mercy of him, who made, and will judge you,. 
Relinquish your controversy' with the * king of kings/ 
Throw down the weapons of your warfare. Entire- 
ly acquiesce in his holy government. Let throve 
of his lawis bind you to a pious life. * For why wi// 
ye die ?' Why will you continue in that state of heart- 
towards God and duty, which is the certain way ta 
everlasting death i . 

Remember, such is the constitution of the proba- 
tionary wofW, • that if you do die, it is because you 
nvill ; said that if you wi// die^ you must.* Every 
promise of salvation is made, on the condition of your 
hating amd shunning wickedness. Sinners are also 
instrumental of eonfirming each other in the ways < f 
death. You must, therefore, avoid the needless so- 
ciety of the impious.^ You must escape from the 
influence of their sentiments, and their example^ You 
must shun all those things, which tend to harden the 
heart, and sear the conscience. In a word, you must 
become holy and heavenly in the disposition of your 
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»BOUls, or you will be inevitably overwhelmed in that 
ruin which God has sworn to bring upon his im- 
penitent foes. * Agree therefore with your adversary 
quickly, while you are in the way with him. Seek 
theJLord while he may -be foiundi call upon him while 
he is near. Is he not waiting to be gracious .? While 
k is called to day, then, hear his voice. Harden no 
longer your hearts, least he swear in his wrath, that • 
ye shall never enterlnto his rest. •^ 

TAree remarks, shall dose the discourse. 

First* T he conduct of cs^reless dinners is imctionaL 
The conduct of those alone .deserves to be accounted 
rational, who in their calculations, are most concemi* 
ed about that which \a most in^portant. To be 
thoughtful concerning matters of Jess moment, and 
to reject those of greater, is always proof of folly. In 
the things of this world, to spend life in the chace of 
]>ossessions which are known to be not only less valu- 
able thpn others, but posifively hurtful, would, in 
every c?ise, be pronounced madness. 

But, ye that are careless about the salvation of your 
souls, such calculations and labours exactly represent 
your conduct in spiritual things. It is, therefore, 
an irrational part which you are acting. You know 
that earth is not your home. But your practice dc- 
dares, that you never seriously consider the solemn 
fact. Your carelessness proves, that you feel as if you 
had, on the earth, * an abiding place.* Here, your 
manner of life contradicts the clear dictates of your 
judgement. And what can be irrational, if the prac 
tical contradiction of reason and judgement, be ni>t ? 

You know that you are entirely dependent on G^d. 
You know, that unless you have his approbatidil and 
blesinng, you inust be wretched. You know, that 
you cannot have the blessings of his friendship, un- 
less you render him the honor, the obedience, the 
love, which are his due. You know, that disappoint- 
ment jmd death reign over, the best possesions of 
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the world. You know, thai your present life is witl^ 
you a time of trial, yes., voiir only time of trial, for^ 
^unchangeable and endless existence upon which 
you must quickly enter. You know that without UU; 
f^asing yigilence, in obedience to God, you cannot 
posfsibiy enjoy his favor, in the world to conie. You 
know, that except you, receive, in your so^l, his holy 
moral image, you possess nothing which he ajv 
proves. You know, that by nature, ypu ^e alienated 
from his love and service ; and that if you never dur- 
ing your present life, experience an entire change, 
in the disposition of your hearts, tPW^cds God aiid 
4uty, you are utterly unfit for his favor; nor is it 
possible for him to behold vou with the smallest de? 
gree of approbation. You know, that you are every 
instant liable to be arrested and sent to his bar, for 
judgement. Ypu know, that ypu ar? unfit tp die an4 
gp oefore your judge in peace ; fpr you know, that 
you are utterly destitute of tliat * holines?, without 
which you cannot dpe God,' but with confusion of 
face. You know at the same time, that Go4 is hoth 
pSering and commanding you to accept a completi; 
salvation from yourconaition of ri^in and death.-r-? 
Fact$ niore interesting, more splenui, more worthy 
of your supreme attention, are inconceivable. They 
do not, they cannot exist. And yet, hqw do you live I 
Like the brutes that perish. The pcrpeption of the 
&ct3, that have been it^entioned, passes slightly 
through the niind, but le^ye^ np abiding impression. 
You conduct yourselves as tlidugh the reverse of all 
this was fact. You live without evangelical rcli- 
gion^ as^ though there were no heaven to secure, no 
hell to shun. You find yourselves approaching con* 
tinually nearer to the grave and the pit of the cUmped^ 
fmd are still careless, still indifferent, whether heaven 
or hell mu)st be your endless inheritance ; stiU practi^ 
cally undetermined, which of the two be most desj- 
r^le. Ypu ^re saying,, earth* the creatures, shall 
^et confer upon us all Sat we desire. When alas the 
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j^ing y^ko mad^ the earth and the creatures, tells you 
that your trust in them wiU assuredly be disappointed^ 
3y ypur carele3sne$s, about your salvationi you are 
acting th^s very irrational part. You are contradict- 
ing tbi^ God of trpth. You are contradicting the uni- 
fpttfit testimony of your own past experience. You 
9r^ COEiitradicting the unvarying decisions of your own 
c^nsc.knces. By your practice, vou declare, that 
i^ an irreligious, Ian uuholy life, there is no dftnger; 
1¥})^Be ypu know, that in such a manner of iife, there 
i^ p^rp^tus^ apd extreme danger, 

Her^ in ypvir spiritual concerns, there is irratioui^ 
ality,^ l^re l^ absurdity of en(^mous growth. How 
loudly you would, in the yery outset, cry folly upott 
the conduct of your neighbour, were you to fiqd hin^ 
expecting tp became opulent by gathering grapes upo4 
thorns, and figs upon thistles.' But his conduct pre- 
cisely represents your ow^, while you indulge the car- 
lessly formed opinion, that, without holiness, it will be 
possibly jfor you to behold God \t\ peace* Why do you 
fiQt tremble, Y^hile you perceive that in condemning 
yxmx neighbor, you condemn ypprselves? Why are 
jroi^ not alarmed, at finding yourselves so much more 
rational, ^ tnuch more ppnsistent^ in the things ojT 
this life than in the things of the ne:i^t ? Why do you 
iiever, ifi mere worldly calculations, expeot desira^ 
ble effect^ without their appropriate causes; when 
in the infinitely weightier concerns of your souls, you 
^re always practically looking for sqch effects as are 
\vithout any competent cause T Why do you careless- 
ly trust, that you are coming to the happy end of the 
pious life, without living piously ? Wherefore do you 
indulge the very ifrational thought, that you shall 
at length, enter into the joys of the heavenly world# 
without travelling the only road th^t leads thither ? 
Why do you coldly expect the blessedness of the 
Lqrd's people, while you know, that you do not pos* 
-s^sjf their chanu^ter ? Seripusly consider these things. 
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Cei^se.to act ^ part so irrational, as that of c;[uie$sness 
about the only object, which €an deserve your su- 
preme attention. And may the God of all mercy 
and grace dispose you to * Escape for your life.* 

Secondly. Sinners deceive themselves, while they ex- 
pect happiness without piety. Of all delusions, that 
of self deception seems to be most criminal and fatal. 
Gospel piety is happiness is heaven, the soul. Im- 
piety is restlessness, is misery. But you are per* 
suading yourselves that this is not true. The* vray 
of real satisfaction, yoXi persuade yourselves to believe; 
is not quke so strict and narrow as is represented* 
That entire escape from the dominion and love of re* 
bellion against God, which ke requires, you trust, is 
not indispensibly necessary. Thus deceived by the 
iove of sin, you are in your spiritual concerns, cry- 
ing, with the sluggard, ^ A little more sleep a little 
more slumber; a little more folding of the hands to 
sleep ;' all shall yet be welL 

But had Lot persisted in deceiving himself, t^ 
arguing thus, he itiust have perished in the flames 
of guilty Sodom. He seems to have been much in- 
jured by the influence of the, sentiments and practi- 
ces so common among his wieked neighbors in that 
devoted city. He tiad in some measure, lest sight of 
sin's evil nature, and of the dreadful ruin to which 
it leads. There appears to have been in him^ a de- 
gree of ^f-deception. He was not ready to admit 
that the rej^esentations of danger were strictly cor* 
rect. It was with reluctance that he escaped, al- 
though the informing angels from Heaven were at the 
door, and the impending storm was in sight. Es- 
cape, however, he must, or sink down in the com- 
mon ruin. 

But if in this imperfect world, a righteous man be 
thus exposed to self-deception ; if one who loved the 
Lord, was with so much difficulty persuaded to see 
and acknowledge the greatness of the danger there is 
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m wickedness ; how ought you to see and to shun^ 
those delusions, which persuade you that impiety is 
not the broad road to destruction I Hear what God 
has said, and trembk at the thought of embracing' 
any sentiments which contradict - his word. * Woe 
unto the wicked ; it shall be ill with Um, for the re* 
ward of his hands shall be given him«' Keep in your 
view this and a thousand similar declarations of your 
Maker, ye, that through the love of sin, are blinding 
your minds with respect to the truth v ye, that trifle 
'with your Creator*^ commands ; ye, that latter your- 
telves with the hope of safety, although you drive 
far from your thoughts all concern about the great 
salvation I ye, that are laboring, with your whole 
strength, to fasten your hearts and your hands upon a 
world, wbos^ fashion, as to you, passes away, and 
with which all your connexion will presently cease 
forever. 

Is not your persuasion, that you shall be happy 
without holiness, injurious in alt respects ? Does it 
not confirm and fix vou in a course that is unwise for 
both worlds ? Is not the present portion of the righ- 
teous better than yours i Is not bis future pdrtion 
infinitely preferable to yours ?, Are not the righ- 
teous securing^ while you are loosing^ all that is desi- 
rable in the life that now is, and in that which is to 
come? 

The righteous have, even now, that peace, which 
arises from an affectionate submission and obedience 
to the will of God. And as to futurity, they have the 
hope, which is the ^ anchor of the soul, both sure and 
steadfast.' But, as to you, while deceiving your- 
selves, with a false belief and groundless hope ; what 
is your remorse oi conscience, when conscience 
gains liberty at al{, to be awake ; what is every dis- 
appointment here of your hopes ; what are fear and 
horror at the thought of going into the other world ; 
what are these torments, but a part of that hell which " 
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sin has prepared ; and whose flames sin wiU always 
keep burning. What are these facts in your own ex* 
pericncej but the testitnonies of God, that you never 
can be happy, until you are holy. 

While you are deceiving f ourselyea with the hope 
of happiness, without holiness, ,are not your senti- 
ments the very same with those of Sodom. They^ 
had impiously cast off the fear of God. Ev^ry res- 
traint of religion was removed. Lot exhorted and 
warned them to fly, by repentance, from impending 
wrath. But they said to him ; ^ No, there is no danv 
ger. There is no truth in what you' say.' They 
Ibaded liim with their sneers; * Thte one fellow 
came in to sojourn among us, and he yiiXi needs 
be a judge.' Think, therefore, how strongly yotf 
resemble them, when you tell yourselves, thit a life 
without piety is as safe as any. Think of that * fiery' 
indignation,' which their delusions brought down up- 
on them from heaven. Think of that eternal wrath, 
for which your similar self-deceptions are preparing 
you ; and speedily by repentance, * Escape for your 
Life. Up, get you out of this place ;' renounce these 
delusions of sin ; * for the Lord will destroy this city ;» 
this * refuge of lies,' in which you place your confi- 
dence. .Nor let such as warn you to fly unto Christ 
for safety, se^mlike those that mock. 

Thirdly, God will be glorious in the destruction 
-oif the wicked. He is now using means to reclaim 
and save you from the distress, which his endless dis- 
pleasure will cause you to sufier* His * sentence 
against your evil works is not speedily executed.* 
But his forbearance will have an end. Exhortations, 
warnings, commands, promises, threatnings, will 
cease. Jiy all these, he is now bearing public testi- 
mony to his own goodness. Every sorrow which 
the wicked suffer, is a witness for God, that he'is the 
friend of righteousness, and that he abhors iniquity. 
Were he to preserve his rebellious subjects from d^- 
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wrath, .where would be the evidence of his 
holiness ? Where could proof be found, tiiat he is 
worthy of eveiy creature's entire respect and affect 
tion ? 

Bear it then, always in youf mindsj that the goodr 
iiess of God requires^ either your repentitiicei or your 
endless punishment. Every display' of his wrath 
gainst sin, is a display of tlmt gcKxlness which is hi^ 
glory. Never will you be able to throw back upoii 
your Maker, the guilt of your impiety. Your siii 
consists in your choice of a disposition opposed t6 
God and duty ; together with those exercises of 
your hbarts, which spring from such a choice. This 
choice is your own. l*he guilt of it must of course^ 
be your own guilt. Yours also, must b^ the tre- 
linendous consequences of their depraved character 
Smd conduct, unless yoii shun thein by repentance, in 
the way of the gospel. From a condition so dreadful^ 
' Escajpe, therefore, for your life, look no^ behind 
you^' grudge not the sinful pleasures which yoii must 
forsake, by becoming savingly religious. ' Escape 
tinto the mountains.' Embrace the Lord Jesus 
Christ,^ ^ lest yoii be ccmsumed.* 
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Paiii^ of ^ Ciiigffgaittka} thwebr-Welkrsfdd^ CinkMai* 

Isaiah* iiL 10. 

5^y p Mihe Migbfeous^^ . that it 4lmH be w^ll wtk him 

WtiAft is the ^y to the favor of Gdd^ the in-^ 

Ij fitiite Crwtbrand Judge bf men? The qfuestibn is 

f of vast mohieht to creatures whor sire destined to ex-- 

ist forever; And especially to creatures, whpare on 

trial, for his endlesis approbation^ or h^^ encffesii dis-^ 

pleasure.' '- , ■ ' , .;■ • -^. '• ^ • - 

' But t'6 tltis <Ju<^tion, thdmenlbus as it is ; there^ 
isiro ii^ed 6f A dibiibt relative to the true aiisWer.' 
Vot nearly sl?^ thousand year^, 06d his, in our wiwld* 
been b^anng uhifbrih and clear iestinipny, conecrn- 
iisg his owii character ; concerning man's dtityj iadd 
of course, concerning the only ^ay of accpuniable ' 
cre^itures to the greatest of ail blessings, the divinc' 
apjtobftatioii. ; ' 

In tlid flispehsatidns of his jproVidence, cij^iitied- 
hf a xivelation tif his ^ace, he has been conftltioaHy 
saying to mankind ; * Your Gteitoif' atid fin^l tfispo- 
sei^ rs holy. He is, therefore, * the unchanging fHpnd 
of righiedttsiiessi andhc commands you to be right-' 
eOiis. He fs^ Hit invariable feheitty of wickedness j 
aiidf he cicniinifaitid* Jrou iiot to be wJcKfd.r 
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Hearers, behold h}m Who formed, and who wttt 
{Certainly judge you, exhibiting, in all hisf manage^ 
ment of our world, strong evidence of his love fi>r 
righteousness, and hatred of wickedness. Behold 
him furnishing this evidenqe, ifi hi$ treatment of 
Adam and Eve ; in his treatment of Noah and the 
Old World ; of Abraham aqd Lot ; of Soddm and 
pomorrah ; of the Israelites in £g}rpt ; of Pharaoh, 
find the Egyptians ; of the twelve tribes in the Wil- 
iderness ; of the Righteous and Wicked in the land 
of Canaan ; of the people visibly his, iq every age, un- 
til for their wickedness, he scattered them among all 
nations ; yea, of the world itself, in giving his * Only 
f>egotten Son,' lEhat a way might be prepsured, for his 
honorably causing the wicked to become righteous, 
and be thus fitted for his everlasting love. All these 
facts, with countless others bearing e^fK^tly the same 
s^tamp, stand forth and te<stify, before the worldi, 
that the omnipptent Maker and Governor of all crea* 
tares and things, is the friend Qf qghtepusness and 
^e enemy of wickedness. ' . 

Add, moreover, his many and ample promises of 
gpod to t|^e rig^tepi||^« They all have the same ani- 
mating signification, with that in the text. He has, 
liimself, from the beginning, declared ; and he has 
continually ordered his' ministering servants to de- 
clare ; that, how ^adful soever may be the tor- ' 
ments, which fh^ '^wicked Qi^ust suffer, ' it shall be 
V(€U with tfye Rightems..^ 

' You cannot but luive already observed, diat in the 
text, ^.particular characCpr is expressly designated 
and nsi[(^^d- The pft)mise is made to you^ on the 
condition/ that you possess this character^ The 
in^nnerof designatiQ|i and expression proves certainly, 
that you neve^ can possess the promised good, but on 
this condition. You must be ri^teous or it will ne- 
ver be well with you. You must possess the character 
which God requires : you mttst live the manner of 
Yif^ which he commands^ in which he delights, to 
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. ^hich his prothisea are made ; or know assuredly 
yoi^ cannot eojoy his friendship. 

. Aye you asking, what is it to t>e righteous ? What 
is it to possess the character, to which the divine 
promi^ of unspeakable good is made ? Hov^ shall it 
be well with the righteous) Tq every one of you, 
^e q\iestiqi)S are m(»*^ important, than you can ea- 
sily conceive^ Therefore, 

. FiRsjf, Contemplate the character; that of the 
Bighteous, mpntipned in the text. And, 

oEcoNDLY, Yjew the manner in which it shall be 
well with those who possess this character. ^ Say 
' ye to the Righteous, that it shall be well with him/ 
I First, Contemplate thq character; that of the righ- 

' teous, mentioned in the text. * It is your life' to 

. know and possess that, to which, whatever it may 
be, God promises his blessings* And beware oi 
comforting yourselves^^ w|th the persuasion, that you 
|| do possess the character ,which pleases him, while 

your hearty, * 4cceitfiil above all things,' are cherish- 
ing the very opposite } that of those whom he calls 
; wicked. Perhaps it may not be amiss to discriminate. 

* First. You need not be told, that your indulgence 

I in afiy kind of known immorality, or impiety, proves 

you, in the divine view, utterly destitute of right* 
^ eousness* * The wrath of God is revealed from hea- 
ven ag£unst' all vicious, all profane practices. The 
tree, which bears them, must be bad ;' for they are 
evil fruit. 

Hear the solemn declarations of your judge: * Be 
not deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters ^ 
nor adulterers, nor eiJR^minatei nor abusers of them- 
selves with mankind, nor iheives, nor covetous, ndr 
drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inhe- 
rit tlje kingdom of God.* Perhaps every vicious and 
profane practice of a depraved wofld is implied in ** 
this catalogue. If not, however, it is certain, that \ 

f very one is comprehended and condemned, when it \ 

\ 
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is said ; " the unrighteous sliall not inherit thdking^ 
dom of God. The wrath of God is revealed frbnt 
heaven against all the unrighteousness of men/ 

Whatever, therefore, may \)q the vice in which you 
presume to indulge ; or whatever the manhet of your 
profanity, it impresses, as with a hot iron, upon your 
very foreheatjs, the decisive mark of perdition's chil- 
dren. It evinces, bej'^ond the possibility of fair cbntirar 
diction, that notwithstanding your self-flattering de- 
lusions, you are at an awful distance from every claim 
to the character and privileges of the righteous. Nor 
can it be well with you, so long as ypu retain your 
jwesent temper and manner of life. 

Secondly. God tells you that he can nevei* accept a 
mere superficial morality, for the righteousnes whiich 
he requires. Your outward manner of life may be 
such as /TZ^'/z do not, cannot justly condemn, while 
God sees your heart totally selfish and proud, altogeth- 
er opposed to him, as a holy and absolute Sovereign. 
AVith making jy<7z/r^^^ your Deity, a mariner of life vi- 
sibly correct, is not wholly inconsistent. An outside 
morality does by no means exclude that entire self-ido^ 
llzingr which is cnrnlt)% rebellion, against the God of 
heaven. , . 

Many, indeed, are tlie worldly ii3cs of this supei*fi. 
clal. morality. But, in itself, it is not righteousness 
in God's sight. If you go before his bar, with nothing] 
better than this to recpmmend and justify you, it is 
certain you must fall into condemnation. Even in th^ 
truly righteous, this outside goodness is nothing" but 
rvidepce ; it is not proof th^it they are really righteous. 
The cotpmand of God is; * IVly son, give me thy 
heart.] Call nothing righteousness, therefore, wKicli 
the heart j the affections of the soul do not prdduce. . 

You n)ay fill up the whole of a long fife Vith this 
Kupcrficial morality, and yet, in every stlfectiori of 
your hearts, in all their many milfions of exercises, be 
guilty of injustice. ' Wit;hyour showy morality, yisu 
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AVduld shudder at the thought of injustice amidst 
your intercourse with mankind. If charged with the 
crime, you would b^ reatdy with violent resentment to 
exclaim, ' is thy servant a dog, that he should do 
this?' 

But hear the commandment of Christ, * render un- 
to God the things which are God's!' Your withdd. 
ing from your neighbor, that worldly property, which 
is ^Z;; due, and which you have power to render ; yoit 
would say at qnce, must be un|ust« But do you ow6 
nothing to God ? Nay, do you not owe him every 
thing ? Hear his claims : * Thcru shall love the Lord 
thy God^ witU all thy heart, and him only shalt thou 

/• serve.' And will you say, that these claims, made 

by a 9eing infinitely wise and infinitely good; a Be- 
ing who gives you ev^ry thing you enjoy > arc unrea- 
sonable 1 And what haye you^ which these claims do 
not comprehend ? Yes, take it with you, into the 

it whole of your practice, that you owe him every things, 

supreme love> constant reverence, unceasing obedi- 
ence and praise. 

Do you render him these thhig,. which are bis just 
due T If not instantly give up afi you pretensions tof 
righteousness, for the sin of injustice ties at your 
^c^, and of injustice, not merely to men, worms of 
the ^ardi ; this were comparatively ^ trifle ; bu£ to 
Godr the greatest and best of beings* Your bcarts 
9iust be ri^teous, or you have no righteousness at all. 
]^y your trust in a superficial morality^ you prove 
i^oursehres guilty of continual injustice. 

To this morality, this goodness in the world's vie w» 
aiid in ^our own, this fair appearance^ which in your 
case the Omniscient being beholds, in the company of 
a heart hostile to himself, liiere is no where made ^ 
single proniise of blessings. The Scribes and Pha- 
risees ha4 an abundance ofthat which tbey called rigli- 
teousness. On this they depended. But Christ, in- 
stead of calling them righteous, and promising them 
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blessings^ charged Upon them criminaUty of tbe.decpr- 
est dye. He said they were abotninably hypoeri* 
tical and wicked ; that they were like vesisels, which 
with a fair outside, inclosed articles most vile and 
offensive ; like whited, painted sepulchres, externally 
beautiful 9 while within, fhey contain nothing, but the 
putridand loathsome carcases of the dead. 

Such, in the divine view, is that superficial morali* 
ty, which many seem determined to make pass for 
righteousness, before a holy God. To theyoung man, 
who in the presence of Christ, affirmed that he had 
most carefully practised this, the searcher of hearts 
declared, * yet one thing thou lackest.' His heart was 
^ idolatrous ; Self was his Deity. And he intended 
that his wealth should answer every purpose of render- 
ing him independent and happy. His wealth, howe- 
ver, was not his fault. His fair moral life was not 
his fault. Butinjuctice to God, and of course, as' 
far as related to his temper of heart, injustice to tiis 
fellow creatures, constituted his fault. His heart had 
other Gods before Jehovah. The Lord made him 
sensible of this, when he said ; * go thy way, sell alt 
that thou hast, and give unto the poor, and come, 
follow me. And he went away sorrowful!'^ Christ 
and he must now part* That outward morality, which 
he had all along persuaded himself to believe, would 
form his passport to heaven, was found unable to bear 
divine scrutiny. He however resolved to persevere 
in trusting it ; for the same reason too, Xh^it you will 
not renounce it, notwithstanding all your evidence of 
its insufficiency. Concerning this superficial ihora-^ 
lity, this moniing cloud goodness; Christ has said to 
his disciples, to the world. and to you; * Except 
your righteousness exceed the righteousness of the 
t^cribes and Pharisees,' mere fair faced moralists^ 
* ye carjnot enter the kingdom of Heaven.^ * Except 
a man be born again he cannot enter into the king* 
dom of God.' 
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l*kese axe the t^pres^ntattons oi him wiio is. truth 
itself. His^word will abtde^ though th^ earth and the 
jitiat^rial heavens shall perish^ By thesQ he assures 
yptiv ti)at the mimio goodness, which in tne world's 
language^ is called morality, is nothing that Qod will 
eyer accept and i:eward for righteousness* How many 
rsoever may be its worldly uses, it is the appearance 
only, without the reality of goodness^ It is a stream 
without a fountain. It is a superstructure, without a 
foundation, ^nd must therefore fall. Every hope 
built upon it, is presumption, and must therefore pe» 

. Nor can mere j&r^^^^ie/j^ of righteousness consti* 
tute ypu righteous before God. You are indeed 
commanded, every one of you, t<y pro/ess. righteous- 
i|ess« But you are previously to h righteous^ others 
wise your profession is dishonest* You are treating 
Qod with a solemn mockery, which he will hot suf- 
fer to go unpunished. You are going to judgment^ 
in the way of them, to whom he will say ; * Depart 
fi*pm me, 1 know you not/ And your everla^ing por- 
tion titust be with hypocrites^ with unbelievers, with 
the worst of beings^ 

You are not, Aen^ righteous,' if you indulge in the 
practice of one known vke, or in any impiog^s habit 
of life. Nor is it possible for even the fairest super- 
ficial morality ; nor for any mere /^r<j/^m(?«^, to con* 
stitute- you righteous before God. 

But TMrdfy. The righteotis spoken cf in the text* 
are the regeiicrate^ the truly pious. Theirs is the dis- 
position of heart t6 which all divine promises are 
made^ It is that iii creatures^ which reisers them like 
^eir Creator. It f& in the beauty abd the glorj^ no 
less than the happinei^s of the holy. 

Biit^ hearers^ you are perhaps inquiring^ what are 
ihe essential attributes of this very desirable and 
happy character j They ate summed up in a sin- 
1^ word — Love-^tiOte suprtole to God, because the 
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dotil hsis a perception 6f his jglorious loirlihess, 4&s ^ Vib^ 
1}^ being; ^s one tteit unchangeably delights in that 
whith is rights and hates and condetnM that which i& 
Wrong— Love also to his commandments describing 
dvLtylf and love to all the possible subjects of haj^iness. 

AH the accountable inhabitants of our World, 
and yoU am6ng the test, are by nature^ * children of 
wrath. ' Instead of loving God , you hated ^nd oppo^- 
ed him and his ways. He said concerniiig you all, 
* There is none that doeth good, no not one** If you 
are now righteous, it is because you have been re- 
generated by the operations of his holy spirit in your 
heai^td* It is matter of mere grace through the me^ 
rits of Christ, that yOii are not this moment^ tra* 
TelUngthe broad road to destruction* If yo^hav^^ 
thus, through ii^finite grace, been made righteous, 
humility, before God, is one leading exercise of youf 
hearts. You have abasing views of yourselves ; for 
you see^ that you have acted most unireiasdnabiy, as 
well as most criminally, in all your wickedness df 
heart. '. Behold I am vile,' is the language ^e^ery 
Regenerate sottl-i At the same time White humbling 
yourselves, you will exalt and magnify God, for the 
display of his boundless compassion in the plan of 
redeeming grace, and in plucking^t?^, as brands, from 
cverksting bumiiags. 

You are loathing yourselves, as sinnersi. You ar$ 
hating all known iniquity. You see the odioui^nesS) 
no less than the deadly nature, and fatal consequen- 
ces of wickedness. And in such a view of sin, to- 
gether with cordial resolutions in favor of a righteous 
life, arising from this view of it, you exercise that 
•Godly sorrow; which is unto salvation, needing no 
repentance.' 

While you behold your entire ruin by din, you 
are led to the Lord Jesus Christ. In him you see a 
propitiation for sin. You read with holy ^^ultation, 
^ God so loved the workl, as to give his only heg^tte^ 
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S^n^ Ihi^ iKHbo9oeiret belt^velb qh faim, may not per* 

kh^ bvii lukve evftrliusting Ufe. He is «ble to save, uiu 

to tlur uttermost, tihe chief of einneps* Who is he 

.^^t^^ood^ifin^th ^ It is Christ th^t died 9 yea» rather 

that has riaeii^ who b eyen nowr at the right hand of 

G^ ami who loaketh interc^asion for us/ You 

bebcdd, \n the Lord le^us such a Saviour as you 

need ; a Saviour from the love and dominion, as 

iNrell as frofti tho misery of sin. You are pleased with 

all that you can learn of his character and atonement. 

You ^e dianaed with tilie kind of salvation which 

Jte t^rs. You affec^tionately receive him, as your 

Redeemer and your guide. You east your sooh 

upon him for spiritual hearting and safii6ti6cation.*«%^ 

You goi to hUn for that bread of life, which i4one can 

JloiiTi^ and invigioi^te you amidst the diffioultie;i yeas 

must. meet) in tmvefliog to the mansiens made readv 

m your heavenly Other's houiae. This your feith 

works hjr iQve to God smd duty« It renders you vie- 

mious owr the world. The world^s numberless en^ 

Ucements and dangers are, by this grace^ overcome. 

It makes you mcxre than oonquerors/through him that 

}Mb teved y<m^ and given himself for you,' . . 

This holy temper of heart, begun in regeneration, 
-Md iocreased by progressive sanctification, is the 
foundb^ion of your righteousness. From this wilt 
oertaifiiy piK>eeed ah ou^war^y righteous life. With 
ihe holy charity c^the gospel 9 loving your neighbor as 
y«KMselv)es> you will he just, and merciful, and kind ; 
^lAoing good unto eU mf»i as you have opportunity.* 
Your conduot befone God^ will be moved by his fear 
and )ove. You will ddigbt in^^ word, the sabw 
batiis, the worships and the ordinances of the Lord* 
Self examination, devotion, prayer, submission and 
meeknil^ will be the habits^ of y^mr life, Sijch is 
^ ehmiMter^ of those desigtia^^ in the j^xt. Such 
is y^ur character, hearers, and such is yoor manner 
f4 life^ if God owns you, as rig^hteoiis* If this b^ 
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yout dliaractcr^ it shall certainly be v)ett ^Ub you^^ 
Ood orders his ministers to declare it in his name.* 
And you may place unlimited confidence in the trtilli 
of the declaration. Only find gospel evidence that 
you possess the character of the righteous, and yoif 
will infallibly partake of all their glorious privileges* 
00 you ask, what these privileges are I For an an- 
swer behold, 

Secondly, The manner in which it shall be weU 
with- the Righteous. 

And here, all the blessings, that penitent sinners 
are capable of receiving, come into view. - Much is 
said about blessings. Do you ask the meaning of 
4he term ? Be it thus defined. Whatever (Jod wffll 
make the means of rendering you, during die whole 
of your existence, more happy than you could other^ 
wise be, is to you personally, a blessing. This is as 
clearly true, as it is that happiness itself is desirable. 
Let this thought be kept in your minds, and it will 
assist you in perceiving the truth of thfe sentiments^ 
which occur in this part of the discourse. 

But heiy also it may be proper to discriihinate. 

Firsts Repenting sinners— -rthe righteous of ouf 
perishing world, have, in the text, no promise, that 
while they continue on trial for eternity they shall be 
preserved from all natural evil. Righteousness will 
indeed save you from sufiering the infamy and wretGh«» 
ednes^ that by the very ponstitutibn itsdf, according 
to which Gpd governs the world, are inseperable fir<mi 
drunkenness, lewdness, lying, pro&nity, and all other 
visible vices. Nevertheless according to that consti* 
tution you must in the body, suffer pain, disease, and* 
dissolution, f Dust thou art, and unto dust thou shalt 
return/ is a sentence equally applicable to the right-' 
CPUS and tl)t wicked* f Once to die, b appolnted^ 
untp men ; is appointed unto you. Natural evils in: 
this world ; not excq>ting death itself; must passr 
! upon all.; for all have sinned.' 
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Nor Iwtve you here, any promise of preservation 
from disappointment in your lawful earthly calcula- 
lioits and labcMPS. Nor is there so much as an implied 
sntinifation, that because you are righteous, God will 
give you worldly wealth or power. Neither havQ 
you a promise, that your best beloved relations; 
your most precious created pos^ssions ; shall be 
-continued in your enjoyment. Neither is it to be 
understood that God will preserve you on account of 
your righteousness from being stript of every worldly 
^om£(Kt» which you may have called your own. He 
'does not here tell you that your righteousness shdl 
.Jke<^ your teaderest and most affectionate natural 
tie^ from being dissolved. He does not say, that 
^our heart shall never by the breaking of these be fill- 
jcd with sorrows, which utterly, refuse to be'com- 
.forted by the world. J > 

. On the contrary, you know, that your firmest hold, 
upon creatures, must be broken. Of all this you are 
iassured, by the uniform experience of the world and 
by the declaraticms of God- * In the world ye shall 
have tribulation ; but be of good cheer I have over:. 
€(»ne the world. ^ The moment^ grace made you 
righteous, your idolatrous attachment, to the worlds 
was in a degree, overcome. When, therefore/ you 
feel these connexions and attachments breaking, you 
can triumphantly say, ^ The will of the Lord be don^; 
It is rtgm, it is best, as he ordains.' ^ This is the 
victory that overcometh the world, even your faith' — 
your fiuth in the alUperfect government of God.-^ 
This victory, however, b not complete in the present 
Kfe i for your righteousness is not, on earth, com- 
plete. Therefore, . 

, SecMiUyj There is found, in the text, no promise, 
that the righteous shall, in this world, be preserved 
firom all moral evil,, sdl wickedness. You are not to 
expect complete deliverance from sin, till you reach 
the / assen^bly of the just, made perfect,' before the 
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throne of God. Ii^ the all impartani work of regsn. 
cration, you experienced a change, froma sl^ate of en- 
tire 6111, to a state of only begun holiness* It h a vety 
humbling truth, that the dprninioi^ of sin^ in yealr 
' hearts, is only in a degree, subdue4j while y cm re- 
main in a depraved world. This, you we assijtr^d, 
on divine authority, . is acceding to the constitution 
of providence and grace, by which God govemathc 
WOTld and his church, . , 

tie it, however, remembered, that this feetfiirnidi- 
es neither excuse npr palliation for wkkednessre* 
maining in the righteous. Wickedness b^ at leasV »6 
criminal in the righteoii^, as it is m the unri§pht^tta» 
It is always, in all creature^, and in all WQilds, p«. 
fectly inexcusable. 

Your knowledge of the &ctthat ycm are not, pa 
earth, to be entirely delivered from moral evil, is 
$0 &r from furnishing you with anex^Diise, that it is 
your most solemn and alarming admonition of dangen 
,Tbe remaining corruptiopsof your own hear(, joined 
with * principalities and powers, and the rulers of the 
darkness of this world,' are formidable foes* Against 
these, you must pray, and watch, and strive* There 
i6 in the christian war&re, no rest from the aimojrjaMooe 
of enemies ; and enemies, too, that are Ipag eac{»eri^ 
enoed and artful ; eneniies , by whose numerous tod 
deep laid devices, you are constantly exposed to bo 
^ cast down wounded. Your calling atid election' ar$ 
to be made sure by diligence in the pious life. Your 
salvation must be daily wrought out, with the deep, 
anxiety implied in * fear ^tnditremying.' You mu^ 
be evermore, intent on that business, whi^ your 
Father in heaven assigns you. The momxsnt^of youc 
regeneration, begins your dpirttual con0ict ;&nd, 
thenceforwaid you are to fight against sin, in yom'- 
self, and in the world around you., It is^ by coastant 
exertion, that you are to grow in grajce and intbe 
knowledge of Christ.' Sioth, indifierenee^ ^disposi'^ 



CALVIN CHAPIN. 7« 

tion to rest in past supposed attainments ; must be 
Viewed as dreadful witnesses, that you never were 
righteous ; and that ail your pretended experience 
is no other than the delusive and deadly work of the 
great adversary, 

Kemember, christian^ you are a progressive being* 
It is the will of your Saviour that your triumphs over 
sin be not rendered, at once, complete. You are 
by remains of depravity, and by the powers of dark-* 
ness, to be buffeted, tried, and proved. There is a 
^ need be' that you be in heaviness through manifold 
temptations.* This divine plan of preparing you ; 
of preparing idl the redeemed, for the world of glory, 
16 wonderfully calculated, both to humble you, and 
to increase yoiir faith in that Saviour, without whose 
grace you daily find, that you must perish. 

It will not> therefore, ' be well with the righteous,^ 
because he is while in the probationary world, to be 
preserved from all evil, either natural or moral. 

&ntj TMrdiy. Ye that through grace, possess the 
^aracter, to which the promises are made, * it shall 
be well with you, because all the evils, both natural 
iind moral, to which God sees it best to subject you, 
dn earth, shall be made the means of personal goocl 
to you. You are now in a world, whose concerns 
(U^ all carried on by the instrumentality of means. — 
Do you ask how the evik you experience on earth 
ean be means of good to you ? The Lord claims it 
as bis peculiar prerogative, to bring ordei^ out of con- 
fiision, light out of darkness, good out of evil. 

But will ht make your sufferings and deeds in. 
strumental <A your good ? Yes, ye subjects of his 
grace ; hear the declaration of bis Holy Spirit. — 
* And we know, that all things work together for 
good to them Aat love God ; to them, who are the 
balled, according to his purpose. The affirmation is 
universe* * All things ; all events, in y6ur experi- 
encc ; jw>t the * joyoqs* only, but the * grevious,^ 
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^cdU ia^the. dircctiiig hand of your Saviour, be itt5 
6trumeii};s of your . welfare. They shall be mad^ 
Uessings Jo y^n. You will please to repoUect thie 
definition already given of a blessihg. It is * ^yery 
thing which God will make the means of rendering 
you, through the whole of your existence, happier, 
than, you could otherwise be.' Now you have his 
prpmioe, that he will, cause this to be the desirable 
result of' all events on the state of your hearts, and 
eonsequ^htly.dn your enjoyments forever. . 

Yqu are naturally too little concerned iibout the 
spiritual effect of those dispensations, which ^r^/y3^ 
your worl^ Ayishes* They are such as dimppoint 
^d distriss yon ; that bring serious consideration. 
But both those which gratify, and those which distress^ 
are all mingled, in the promises of God to the righ* 
tepu^. He tells you, that both joyous and grievous 
events .shall all * work together for yoiir good.^ 

But, iVL what manner h this accomplished ? By their 
sanctification to your spiritual intprovement. And 
wberi are events, both joyous and grievous, as they at 
present affect you^ sanctified to your spiritual im- 
prpvement? You often, you habitually pray, that 
God would sanQtify to you his dealings. Offered , as 
all eyangielical prayer is, with entire submission to the 
Diving .Counsels, it is a highly pertinent and appro- 
pi:iate petition. .But what is the true intent of this 
prayer to God ? Jls it that lie would make every event 
the means of your * growth in grace ;' of your pro* 
gress in holiness; of increase in heavenly, minded- 
ue$s, a§ you gci^fprward towards death and judgment. 

The question tKerefore, returns, ff^ben are events 
sanctified to the christian's use? Tben^ when God 
makes them the means of the soul's proficiency in 
heavenly things. And in what does diis most valua- 
ble, this holy, proficiency consist ? In seeing more of 
the heart's vilencss^ together with an increasing self- 
abhorence, humiliation, and hatred of sin ;.in a grow* 
ifig strength of faith on the Son of God, in more firm- 
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fy estabKsliing babits of prayer and devotion, in an 
iiDf>roying tenderness of concern, for the honor of 
Ood; a more vigorous a&ction for. the conimand- 
ments and service of God, in daily prQgressive de« 
sires after enjoyments purely spiritual and heavenly. 
'* In these things^* christians, is * growth in grace' com* 
{M'ehended; Every divine dealing, whether, of Provi- 
-dence ct grace, and -whether, to. your natural, wishe9» 
^[ratifying: or confounding, if made in Christ's hand, 
:thel|iean& of producing. these cflects, on your hearts 
and conduct, is sanctified to you. It is a blessing. ; 
you will be the happier. for it eternally.. 
. - On the other hand, no event, however exquisite 
may be the present pleasure .which it confers, if not 
'jthiis- sanctified, if not made to. produce these and simi- 
lar effects, deserves, in any proper sense,, to. bje called 
^^blfessing.- ^ Unsanctified, your health, your . friends, 
yoi]^r: affluence, yea, your, very table would become 
. * a^ snare and a trap.^ They may, be, you, have reason 
to fear-thisy *a;i// be means of checking your progress 
in - pious ; practice ^ and .enjoyment, and of * piercijig 
the soul with many sorrow;s.' . . Beware, c}]irirtians, be- 
'ware^of' spiritual slottu Beware of worldly ten^pta* 
:tionsi' Beware o£ carnal enticements. They Mfork 
-the present destrucUon of , holy . impro ven^ent . They 
-brings' temporarv blast upon the .tree of life, plantied 
by igrace in the heart, .Thtj fdimini^h thie ,eyidence, 
'that msiintaifis heavenly hope. They .send yqu .mpum* 
iflg, to- grope your way, amidst darkness, .ajpng. the 
-y vatlfc ^f 'tears^*> And tliey .do. this by. pfjeycniing. the 
l^resent andcontplete-sanctification of eveiits to your 
spiritu^ use.- You cannot, indeed,, long ^nd habi^u- 
.ally indulge in them. You are warned, that duty, for- 
bids your indulging in. them, at alU Although Qod 
'has bound himself, by a gracious promise, to, sanc- 
tify, for good, UBto all the righteous, every evei\t, yet 
this abounding grace gives^ you no licence to continue 
in siia. If any person believe himself righteous Jn 

10 



'82 A SERMON BY 

n God's sight, and yet indulge Iti known sih^ljicktlifc 
God has promised to ^satictify all things for gocid-ttnto 
the righteous, that person^s belief is fallaclbus. fik 
is no christian. His conduct is highly prestiniptdtts. 
Despair, so long as he holds fast his present teinf^r'iif 
tnind, ought to seize the place of his present confi- 
dence and hope. The righteous are dead tt> ^iti. 
* And how shall they, who are dead to sin, live ^wiiii 

.kno\yledge and design any longer therein.* They 
that are Christ's, have crucified" the flesh; vfrith the af- 

fections and and lusts. V 

It shall -be * well,' then / with the rightfeoi^s,' be- 
cause all events, all trials, all duties and sufferings, 
while encompassed by a nature which sin defiles, ^hSll 
be sanctified, shall be niade means'of their * grbwth in 
grace,' of their progress in holiness. 

Ye, * whose names are written in the Laittb's bdok 
of life,' it shall be well with y oil, in ibis'^ofld.^-' 
Amidst the darkness of infirmity and sin, ye ^hall re- 
joice in the light of God^s countenance. Whs^n^uf- 
fering paiii and disappointhient, ye shall haVc^aJsiip- 
porting submission to the divine Will. Although earth 
and hell frown, ye shall rejoice, * for th^ Lord rcighs.' 

V It shall be well with you,^ in c6inparis6h with the 
openly vicious, because your love of righteoufeticfss 
will, through grace, effectually preserve you frond the 
worldly miseries to which many of the Wfetchfed are 
subjected. Drunkenness and profanity, lying and 
"theft, lewdness, calumny and murder, in a word, eve- 
ry vice and crime that can be named, if detected and 
proved, certainly brings evil Upon the guilty person. , 
Not a few, comprehended in this disfeription,' are 
brought to the distresses of needless poverty and dis- 
'ease. : Not a few tci the, infamy and Avretchedness ' of 
the dungeon„thc pillory, the gallows. But from all 
the^e, righteousness is your security ; for abhbriyiig, 
you wiir shun both the pemicrous 'deeds and tfe^ pu- 
nishment of such t\\\ doers. 
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* lit sJm^I fee ivelj \yith you* * when jrpur flesh and 
your liQttils £ai^. Yea, t}>pu£h you walk through tKc 
valley and shadow of death, yoii will not need to fear 
^yil, fg^.ttie rod and staff of, God z^^jy will comfort you.' 
, At the har.of .the^^tjcimal jyclge, * it shall be well with 
^you^'Vfop your souls will be found washed in that 
'blood, .which, cles^nseth from all sin,' and clad h\ the 
tvbite garments. of that righteousness which is com- 
plete. There,. by hiin who holds in his hand the re- 
.tiibutipns for eternity, will it be said unto you, 
• Well dooe gopjd apd faithful servants, enter ye into 
t the joys of ypur ,l^brd^ * Yes, ye righteous, it snail for 
,,«yer ,ai*d eyer be v^ell y^thyou^ for you Vvill be called 
iio inherit the. everlasting, kingdom prepared for the 
I saiats. oft the. jnost high God* 

jThe; object .is practical, and suggests many useful 
fjremarks* ,lVo of these distinctly considered, shall 
close the discourse. 

Fsn^T. By the instructions derived from this por- 
tion of God's. word, religious people may try their ex. 
-pctrience. iThi« is the more important, "because we 
^;are to\d of T^Ugipiis people that have nothing of savii\g 
piety, * TWs people draweth near unto me with 
'.Ij^eir. mouth, ;9nd. with their lips t^^ honor me, bat 
IJieirhi^^artji^far from.tiic, saiththe Lord.* *Not every 
,x>ne,' says Christy f that; saith unto me. Lord, Lord, 
fthaU e^ter into the kipgdoni of heaven ; but h^ that 
^d^th the will of my father, who is in heaven. Many 
♦^wilLsay . upto jne, in.thatdiy, Lord, Lord, have we 
« not prophesied in thy name ; and in thy name have cast 
,out devils y and ,in thy name haVe done many wonder- 
,iul wqrks iiAn^. then .wjill I profess unto, them, I ne- 
.ver knew you j, depart from me, ye that work iniqui- 
',ty.* f The light, of the /great day \y;ll disclose facts 
^eadfuUy! cc^nfqunding to these people. It will show 
them,, that s^lthp^gh they had niuch religion, thijy 
had no. ttue piety. T'heiF religion kept conscience 
tokrably quiet, suyj^their Ayickednearts, aiid the adver- 
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iskfjr persnaded them, that they had leligidiieiiofiglu 
'Rearerr, take heed, that you be not found at last in • 

theii* number. " . ^ - • .# - • ^^ 1 

' The stibject demands it of you^ that you ask your* 
celves what Evidence jrou have^ thiltv ih God^*«^ sight, 
you are righteous i Do you love God, as holy, and 
his commandments, as- ^ holy, just, and good ?^ I^o 
you rejoice in his laws,- whieh condemn you ; and dteh 
yon condemn yourselves, assinniers ?- Do'you^wiljh 
fdt* that kind of happiness, ^ enjoyment of which 
will render the righteous always ^Uessc^ ? ^ . • 
^ .Do you pray to God, heartily wishing , .that his. will^ 
' may be done ; and that your wills nlay be , m all^inga» 
Conformed to his i When you - ask him to give you. 
health, friends, long life, prosperity, and<wisdomf4o 
yru iask for these desirable thingSiWkh the wish,^ that 
they 'may be means of helping you to heaven ?- When 
you receive them, and other worldly fevors^dayou 
' groM^ more humble rsec more of your .own. vileness, 
"is siiiner^; get a worse opinion of yourselves . and 
find yOiir hearts more fervently- engaged in the« du«> 
ti^s of piety ? When you suffer natural evil; when 
pain and disease fill your mortal bodies ( when dis- 
appointments are set in array against you ;- when your 
earthly schemes of business and pleasure we baff- 
led; wheil' bereavements lay your: choicest creature 
comforts low in the dust; when oalamatiesare com* 
missioned thus to try you, what is the effect ?. -Do 
you yield; tinder the divine discipline? Does the 
hieart within you, grow tender ? Is pride . brought 
down I Do you look up/adore^ and jn-aise^ and }»w 
before,' Him,' whose I^nd has touched you'?- Are 
yoiir iiiquiries more earnest^ than before, what /the 
Lord would have you do ? What are the lessons of 
duty^ be would biave you learn and practice i.: As 
these natural evils break your hold iipon die earth, 
so ask yourselves, whether- they diminish your at* 
tachment to things beneath heaven ? 
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And. . Ho^ . ^ J^9^^ .^^^ .^y ^^ diicpxerjr of 
tjoyral evil-r^wickednesa that was nnkiTowQ to your- 
.$cr{ves^ Vi^jtiU, the Spirit of God laid open, to your 
i:view, ;|tiore of ti%at deceitfulnesa which there is in 
^j$k|J: Does fyery discovered sia throw yoa upon 
jTPU^ kneips^^ i^^foje G6d in liumble, but hearty self 
.ipoadepination;;^ an(I in earnest entreaty, foir fhat re- 
^nentence ,which hsis the promise of pardon ? In false 
..tt^ligiofi, the..he^ is stupid, even amidst- dispovered 
nituh . It is hard, Itisu^* heart of stoneJ^ Or if 
.^cii^^be/eeiling, there is also ^sel£ justification, and a)n 

attempt 




and conduct ] Or does every known sin'bring 



{ !Are all divine dispensations dan'ctified ? Are they 

SoeMis :0f your *^ growth in grace ?' Do they . aD, 

.^^hfther for tiie present, joyoiis or grievous,' draw 

' .ywi .and keep^you nearer and nearer to God ?' Have 

[ yojij ievi4cnce;j' that all things do * work togjcthef for 

\ ,ycw good ; ^ your spiritual prosperity ? Is your love 

:tp^Ood ajfid ey^ry known ^uty encreasing, like the 

i .risifig light of the morning, progressive continually 

towards the perfect^ splendor of noon day ? Is it 

Jlike a grain of mustard seed, springing' up and soon 

to .become a Wee^ ? Is it like leaven hid in three mea- 

SUres of : meaj ^hd quickly to diffuse its influence 

thriHigh the whole lump .^ Dp you wish to go to 

.hepi^n because that is a world, where the redeemed 

.are jnjSirely_fiwd. frdra sin ; filled with humility and 

.rendered happy only in the love and practice of ho- 

lin^.S:? As^ your^iyes these (questions. * Try your 

ex^itoce. Know if you arcTighteous, Your sal- 

vation depends upon it. "Bevrare of deceptioiu Yod 
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lli^y^*6^ tb judge- you, whom you c«nnot deceit. 

SicbNDLY*, KigtiteoUshess winan's only Valuable 
possessioh. ^ Tbis, to depraved creatures, is the pur- 
ch^se and the gift of Christ. But the manner in 

. which creaitui'cs receive the possession, doeis not at 

. WU change its nature. In la wicked creature's being 
triadc righteous, infinite -grace furnishes matter ©f 
eiidles admirktibh and praise. But the worth of right- 
eousness itself is now the stibject of remark. It is 
Valuable, because it is a way -of real and enduring 

' happiness. It is, hearers, ydur only valuable posses- 
sibii, because it is your only way of present and peF- 

^petual blessedness. Other possesions whether they 

"toii^Jitin health and Idng life ; in earthly affluence 
and power ; in temporal ease and affectionate friends ; 

;br in high intellectual attainments ; are certainly 

^ Worth nothing to you, only so far as* God, by sane- 

^tlfyirig them to your spiritual use, makes them the 
means of. helping y6u to the attainment of right- 

'^coushess. 

This is the ^ Godliness which is profitable for jlH . 
things, and which has the promise of both worldrf.* 

•^This is thiit wisdom ' * which - is from above ; that 
wisdbhi whdse ways ate pleasantness, and whose 
pathsfare^U* peace.' Tbi^ is that * pearl of great 
price,* which would be cheaply purchased, though 

'it were to cost you '^ you might possess besides. 
This is that gain; which rescues your souls from per* 

^dition, andfits you for never ending glory. * And 

-tvhat;*^^ oh' the other hand * shaH it profit a man, if he 

shiill^ain the whole of this world and loose his soul ?' 

What theh can be valuable ; what can 'be* worthy 

of ydur eainiost and unceasing * pursuit, ^besSdes that 

*p6feiSession, Which the!' holy^ -DiScemer and Judge ♦of 
all hearts; wiiracktiowfedge as righteousness ? Get 

'this wisdom tliei^fdre, * whose price- is ♦ above rubies, 
and vi^ith all youf getings, get this understanding. V 
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Would you have it well with your souis forever ? 
Then pursue nothing but under the direction of a sin- 
gle eye, to the attainment of this righteousness. And 
accept the exhortation to seek this immediately^ not 
forgetting, that * delays are dangerous/ Why will 
you be wretched till to-morrow^ when you may be 
Jhappy to-day ?. Why will you put your souls longer 
to the riisk of eternal damnation, wheji they may be 
instantly rendered safe for heaven ? And as to present 
enjoyment, why will you longer starve on -huskst 
yes, and in company with the swine of the mire too, 
when there is heavenly bread enough and to spare, 
offered for your acceptance ? Receive, then, Nvith- 
out delay I the offered salvation, the best possession, 
which even Omnipotence can confer. Receive, in 
your souls, the righteousness of the Redeemer, and 
* it shall be well with you.» How desirable to possess 
such a character; how ineffably desirable to so live 
in the sight of God, as to have his promise, that j'ou 
shall be safe ; his promise that nothing shall hurt you ! 
How much better than the wealth of worlds, to look 
forward with the christian's hope, the hope that' shall 
never shame you with disappointment, and expect, 
because God has prdniised it, that you shall soon join 
the society, and be perfectly blessed in the holy -ser- 
vices of the heavenly world ; that you shall soon join 
the innumerable company around the throne of God 
and the Lamb ; that you shall soon join those holy 
hosts, who cease not day nor night, to sing the new 
song, saying * Alleluia, blessing, and glorj% and wis- 
dom, and thanksgiving, and honor, and power, and 
might, be unto our God, for ever and ever.' — Amen. 
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tJrfE GROUNDS OF THE BEttEVER'S TRIUMPH 
IK THE CROSS OF CHRIST. 
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I Gal. VI. 14. , 

l^ia Godjorbid thai / stouMglorf, save in $h Croh ^ikr Lord Jogf 
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PERHAPS, there is no isurfer criterion of a trian^s 
itiwardand ruling character, of ^hc noble or base sen- 
I timehts of his heart, thail the quality of the objects 

in which he principally glorifes. ; If we see a man 
exulting in exterior advantages^ in a graceful person 
or address, or in worldly wisdom and power, wealth 
and reputation, and thi^ tinsel splendor which accom- 
panics them, w^ immediately pronounce him to pos- 
sess a superficial, contracted, and ignoble mind^ But 
if a person appears to place his chief glory in ihtel- 
lectual, moral, or religious accomplishments, his cha-^ 
racter strikes the judicious eye as in some degree 
noble and excellent. Yet even here, thete is rooih 
for fatal deception ; for a character, ftmafkable for 
attachment even to die cause of rdigibn, ittay be very 
defective, yea worthless, in the view of Heaven ; bc^^ 
cause it may tvant the thain spring and isoul of moral 
excellence, and be ohly a mete artful or refined modi-^. 
fication of ruling selfishness and pride. 

ll 
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Such in fact was the cotnplexionv of many chris- 
tiait pMfesibrs, and evt^n teachers in the skpostolitJ age. 
A spurious set of religious instructors had insinuated 
themselves into severaf of* the churches, and that of 
Gallatia in particular, ^d poisoned the minds of 
many of its members. These tethers and their 
proselytc^s gloried in their zeal for religion ; that is, 
for the external appendages of it, for the shWy but 
.antiquated ceremonies of the Jewish ritual ; while 
they overlooked and opposed their true spirit and 
design. The apostle, having with gr<*at force ofar- 
gumeat and eloquence* vindicated and established the 
true gospel scheme, agsiinst the corrupt mixtures of 
these heretical seducerii,,p.EQ.Q.eeds at the close of this 
excellent epistle, to si>|n up r>&i?j> character, and con- 
trast it with his own. THey gloried in makihg a 
fair shew irt the ftesh, and iti seducing oyer great 
numbers to their own party. He glories, not in the 
shadow or pompous parade of religion^ but in t^ic 
reality; not in gaining proselytes to his own cau&e^ 
biit in enlisting the soufs of", men utider the taniier. 
of a crucified Redeemer. * God forbid that J 3lioul4 
glory, save in the cross. of oiir Lord Jesus Christ.' 

Tfiiis solemn decfaratidti of St. Paul, respectiilg him- 
self,' presents the mor^i picture of . every genuine, 
christian, and therefore fairly leads io the following. 

mquiry.— . v . , . . . 

Oh what grounds does the, christian believer so 
highly esteem and even triumph in the cross of Christ? 

The phrase, here employed to express the object of 
the apostle's triumph, denotes, not barely the visible 
scene, much less the tnaterial engine, of out Lord's 
sufferings on Moiint Calvary'; but the whole series of 
of his humiliation^ of which his death* on the cros^i 
was the most emment and the crowning instance. 
These sufiering^ of the Savioiir, and the virtue or 
obedience which he exercised in them, viewed iu all 
their connexions, exhibit 9. spectacte most august 
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19^ t)st^Oij|ef nt I ^ $|>€ct^le^ wblch God himself bc^ 
holds with divine siati^actioQ, and which ?i>gels» con* 
tefiiij^la^e witH awful rapture, Na wonder then, that 
r^^^Pied men, tb4t p^niteat and humble believers, 
Mfifto pwe thfsir life,, their hope, their mH, to the bl^d^ 
^gUfP^^r regard it with, high esteem and exiiUii^ joy« 
[': ]Pw» in th^ first plfice, thijy beholjl in it the most 
ina}^ti<^ a«4 the most endearing display of the divine 

pe^rfedtiQp^.. * 

TM sttoning sacrififoe of Christ holds up the wo^ 
rgl eHftract(?r ^md gQvejP|im:ent of God to the view of 
ti^e InlteUig^nt ^y^epftj in ^ light €tqp«<Uy and trans* 
cendently awful and amiable. Anv/uiy as it rtipre- 
s^n^ hiJA dtevotiflg tfee faviprit^ of hi3 Wsom tp the 
mO^it Q^mplicated ^nd unparralieled . si*flfef ings, rv 
Ih^r^^.b^ w^ld s»hew: the l^ast kidulgence to sin. 
Amitg^ie^ ft* it repr^^jeftls this tefiriWe display of justice, 
t(^SQWifai^t:,fr0m atiy ws^ut of tendi^n*ess towards the 
e^Qfikfrt ftufferer 5 fw the Sampuf himsetf wa^ at all 
times Jfee ob^ct of his Foithcf'^ iwonceivabk afecp 
tijQfir^d was now doi?<g. th^t, with which he W113 
^divitely wjsli i^as^d ; and iht wb^ sccn^ of hi& 
hai»illijilio?i wais also thfe ^^f-^ptmeitf aod fruit of th* 
litiest l4>y0: and e<>mpasw>n ia:<Jod tow3Nrd ow re- 
veitted, «ttser^k raicev This, iaia»ifestatioi!i ,of diviae 
sftY^ty, thefefom on tl^ person of our representii* 
^!^, w4» evidently dictiitedt' by a wi^e, impartial^ 
tftitqprefe^itslw brtievjefen^fe, by ^he supreme rcgaard 
ts^ch Jtete^ijab, jas 4iie head: of the m^ral worlds owen 
^ hia <wn Jbofftor and t^e. public good. 
/ TbfJ ^Jfosa pf Christ, then^ is. the most strikiJigt 
|Ka«ri(^i c<^ment on ttetf mi?>st ami^bte oh^rwter <rf 
l^^f-^^G^ is Jove^:' XoiP it coilee^s all thi^ seat* 
tejicd rfli^ cif di^iift^ ex^ a pcaiM;, and unites 

Aeiii 10 one bltoii ofgigriotts lot^* It e^hibitis the 
diviri© wisdom; arid power, hi^i^t^i^s; and juaticr, a^ 
l^.to:inimy di&rent motkB, pr^^xhibttions,^ of ett- 
Ki^^aed, u»boiMad(dk he«^yt^en^e, by wbieb it inv«r- 
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riably seeks, and most effectuially reaches, it*s one 
favarite object, the universal good. 

In the cross, we behold the divine greatness end,ear^ 
ed by goodness, and goodness enhanced and awfully 
dignified by its union with greatness. We see the 

'stem face of justice softened into the gentle^ alluring 
aspect of mercy & while mercy is sacredly guarded^ 
and made an object of veneration, by the union of 
justice. In a word, the divine character, in its Va- 
rious branches of modifications, is here unfolded to 
view, in a- manner peculiarly marvellous^ and surpris- 
ing, plain and familiar, harmonious and complete^, 
benign and endearing. 

No wonder, then, that the gospelteliever, who pos- 
sesses a good moral ta^e, who is ^^ cordial friend to 

. God and his glory, should be supremely delighted 
with the cross of Christ ; should tritimph in a display 
of Deity at once so glorious and so beneficent ; es- 
pecially when he beholds those very circumstances 
enhancing this display, which to a superficial eye 
seem most to eclipse it, The pain, the disgrace, the 
appearance of criminality and baseness, attending that 
kind of execution, to which the founder of our reli- 
gion submitted, have been urged by its foes, as the 
greatest objection against it. iiut this seeming badge 
of infeniy is one of the brightest ornaments of c^bristiw 
anity For hereby the death of its great author was 
9iade to correspond vnth his life. It was fit, that a life 
of such voluntary, extreme poverty, meanness, and 
sorrow should be (completed by a death uncommonly 
bitter and odious ; that the union of both, nnght forni 
one entire and glorious sacrifice to the cause of truth 
and virtue, to the honor of God, and the happiness 
of man. It was fit Aat He should publicly die a re- 
puted malefactor beforp men, who had espoused the 
cause of real and notorious criminals in the sight of 
God ; that He should be condemned and executed, bjr ' 
%ht sentence of public justice, and of God's visitjjle 
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itnmS&tei' h€T^ beloW) who had tindertaken by his death 
to satisfy the public; justice of the Supreme Ruler of 
the universe. In a wprd, it was wise and congruous, 
that the sufferings of such a public character should 
be marked with a degree of infamy and sorrow, which 
mig^bt best suit and demonstrate, both the greatness 
of bis own love and zeal, and of our criminality and 
ill desert ; which might best illustrate the, grandeur 
both trf the divine perfections, and of the future in- 
heritance hereby procured for his followers ; and 
which might exhibit to them the most coniplete and 
encouraging pattern of patient,^ constant, self-denied 
virtue and obedience ; and so mark out to their feet, 
the path which must lead them through affliction to 
glory. 

- Which leads us to observe farther, that irt the cross 
Mte have the brightest manifestation of the glories, of 
the redeemer. The depth of his abasement operated 
es a foil to set dffthe majesty of his person and the 
splendor of his character. Never did He display be- 
fore to equal advantage, such composed, genUe, con- 
descending dignity. The successive stages of hist' 
last suSerings, in th^ garden of Gethsemane, in the ^ 
hall of the high priest, in the court of Herod, at the 
tribunal of Pilate, on the hill of Calvary, were so many 
theatres, on which he publidy acted the sublime 
of virtue ; on which he displayed his immoveable 
constancy in the cause of truth and rectitude ; his tri- 
^ umphant meekness and patience under the most inju- 
rious treatment and the most grievous afflictions; his 
entire resignation to the will of God, and peaceable 
submiission to the law and power of man; his invin- 
dble attachment to the divine honor and our hairi- 
ness ; his unshaken &ith aild trust in his heavenly 
father, under so sharp a trial ; his unexampled chari-s 

ty and greatness of s6ul in pitying, excusing, and 

praying for his very murderers.^ These excellent 

, virtue^ shine forth fix>m the ignominious cross, with 
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• qi Uistrcf^culiarly eminent aiuj conspipuq^i^ 5 apd '^% 

ODCe reflect f^anpr on the suffering^ $aviQur, apfi th^ 

iathcr wha sent hiip:,^ gjid tend to ^A^^blish tl^c^^ faithj, 

encourage the irnitaiion, and aw^i^eo t^e, joy ^4 %fh 

ympli of his foUpwers. 

And while this gre^t suffeirer is thu^ €;^oWc(i by hjfi 
own resplendent gRcesj, ^lU nature arpuxjid hiiu 4EVttQsJ$ 
his dignity, an4 solemnises his death. Seethe Sufl ^ 

crest in black, the earth tremhling» the rpt^k? rea4-« 1 

jpjgy the graves pouring forth their degid i hif ji)4g^» ^Mf 
executioner, one of hiS; fellow suiR^Ters,. and '^v^n the 

' ^cq^n.g ipniultitude, unitipg in yar^p^s way§ to ^l#$ 
honor ! , 

Again, the extensive ^w^/j, wfeigh flow-fFop>. th? 
cross of Christ, form another source of triumph tp-^b^ 
real christian. The cross is the inst^Fument c^ qom- 
plpte victory over all the eneni^^Sf of Gp4 an4. of j0ii%». 
it disarnis aad, confojotodsf the devil with hi§<^wi> w€;a^ 
poBs. }t crucifies the wpxjd l^y di^paragiiig itg^ yaia 
poipp, and delusive pleasures; by fe^gjng^ i^s, Ripst 

. formi(labJe errors^ ^nd^ by coijveri|ing it^ bgavig^t diiw 
flictipns into instruments of fijiial victpiry aii^ glory. 
It exhibits, a most forcible pat^ter^ and persua§iv^ fog 
mortifying th^ftesh^ It condemns and destroys ^iPi. 
It scs^tt^rs the terrors of dQa(th, and wiE fin^iy swal^ 
low. it W;P i?J vicipry. An4 whiji? it thji*^ ppprs^pse^fOi- 
sion on aU the ppvy^i"?, pf dqrjcness^ it 4iffp^^^ oew 
light,. life,^p\i?:4ty anjd joy,, through ^11 the- r<^|oas:^ 
earth aaid of heaven. It ^pnfirnfts ^\l t^: la^^yfiis^s ^ 
l)Oly aog^ls in tj^eir celestiaj.bli^s^ w)v^ \t. PP^BS tct 
their expanding miad^. iW.W ap^ perp^t»^l s^JPQfft pf 
imprqy^mpnt and delights, ^nd jr^?^^- iM.^9mfli% 
s?ats of; tHeff lost associates,. ^i^h 1^^ qt>lmifi^ ft£ 
kir^r^VP^riftfi^ si>wits, froini; thj^. (U^^t, poUi^^ 

' r?gip9-. . :..^ . .-.: ■•>.: . - ^ " '^ 

JSut ^hat tp9g^e of mm « q^ig^i »i» i^itJMsJkje t» 
|>^e ^^jiefit§^\|^h1ch i:e^?ero^'sinfi€r^ Grf^auFjf:^ce4^ 
, ^oja tl>e la^ys^^ioM deatli^ pfi' thm Umii\ lt,m th^ 
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ptite »nd sial 6f tfieit pardon ; il is the m6ta\ gt'ourid 
<tf tKcir aceeptatlee /with heaven. It inti'oduceli pe- 
nitent believers to the friendship, the family, th^sdiii 
reViviri^ fe!i6#ijhip of the infinite Being, It pt*octires 
and c^ohvcys (h^ sahettfyirig, conlfotting' spirit, with 
the ffivihc \^ord Snd Wdinances. By these, joined 
with the continual fco-ofperation of his provideiiee, thd 
exaltefl SavlOof is dOntiriually carrying into eflFect the 
gk>riotis and saViiig |)urposes of his death, is extend- 
ifig tfie.triilthph' of his gospel from age to age, till ttt 
length this sacred leaven sblU Ifeaven the whol^ lum^ 
of maliklrid, aftd all tfce kingdoms of this world shall 
become the kingdiDtti of the Lord and of his Christ. 

Ahdlrtdeed the doctrii\e of the cross, is, in its owh 
liature, a most powerful^ jwffsuasive mean oT reform- 
ing a degenerate: woM : for in it * shine the noblest 
I truths ; thtf strongest motives sting, and sacred vio- 

I Ife^ce assault* the sdul,^ The love of Christ in re- 

[ ifethfrtiohj constrain^ bx^efy person who cordially be- 

1 lievcii itj t(y iiv6 iiot to hiriiself, biit to him Atho died 

! fot him an<V rose again. 

After ivhat has been said, it may seem almost need- 
led td add, that a crnciiSed, atoning Savior is the 
central object 6f th^ whole sysstem of divine reve- 
lation ^hd providened. All the successive discove- 
ries and operations of Deity, fespectihg the church 
from the driglrial laps^ to the advent of the Mes- 
siah ; and all the great dispensations of prpyidepcc 
throughout the world; were so many parts of one 
great mediatorial plan. uU pointing to, paving the 
way for, and receiving their constiramation in, the 
cross of Christ. This one object pervades, enlivens, 
cefricftts, both the Old Testament alid the Neiv,- — . 
It gives fight, arid forte, and completion to the va^ 
riotis pre.drctibiis and promised, services and sacrifi- 
ce^;, embfetrVs Jrtid figures, of ^the one, while iff im- 
gatfe j^^^th ^nd utiion to the several doctrines. 
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precepts^ und ihotives of the otber^.s^d spreads oV^ 
the whole scheme a distinguishing ai>d transcendent/ 
lu^re. , . 

,We secj then the iriain gr^tids of thetrtumph ex* 
pressed in the text ; or the reatsons^ why the ilhiim- 
nated^ purified christian supremely glories in bis mas- 
ter's cross* He sees inscribed upcm it^ as with a 
sunbeam^ thti full prbed lusti'e of the 4ivine perfec- 
tions, the superior dignity and virtue of tlie Media- 
tor, the improved order s(nd perfecticm of the moral 
system, the confusion of hell,, the deliverance of earth, 
and the triumph of heaven* At the same time he^ 
sees, he feels, that his b^im pardon, holiness and 
pe^ce, all his comfort in time and hope lor eternity, 
flow from the same source; while the worth and 
sweetness of these privileges, and tlielove. and merits 
to which he owes them> are tninscendently height- 
ened and endeared by a recollection of his former 
guilt and misery ^ and a painful consciousness of his 
present imperfection and un worthiness, which great- 
ly swell upon his view as he contemplates his suffer- 
ing, atoning Saviour, Must not all these views com- 
bined call up the feryept and elevated, yet modest and 
humble triumph of the christian believer ? Must not 
every feeling of regulkr self-love, and even of self* 
abasement, as well as of benevolence, gratitude, and 
piety, concur to swell the the tide of his joy ! 

' What heart 6f (lone bat glows at thoughts like thefe I 

* Such contemplations mount us, and fliouM mount 

* The tfimd still higher : nor erer glance on man 
' UDraptored, uBinflamed*' . 

But the cross of Christ will appear in it$ fuilest 
glory, when the minor object of this vast plan of di- 
vine benevolence shall be completely attained ; whea 
the top stone/ of the mighty fabrick shall be laid j 
when all the enemies of God and his church shall 
be finally subdued, the ruins of the -fall entirely re- 
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fkired, the glory and happihess of redeemed men and 
elect angels advanc<^ to the highest pitch under one 
aK-glorious head r and as the result of all, the elory 
of Gbd and his Christ displayed and promoted m an 
incoiflceiyable degree ! What created mind can com- 
pute the sunt total of happiness and glory, resultinfi^ 
from the cohstimmation of this great wori^ of eternal 
wisdom and love ; a wprk^^ which as it originated in 
the councils of eternity, shall extend its improving 
ind felicitating effects through a duration of endless^ 
and evergrowing bKss 1 • 

. On a review of otir subject, it is natural to reflect, 
how greatly does the good christian differ froih aO 
Other characters; , The vbtariei^ of tltts world exult 
in their hoarded treasures, their sensual , delights, 
their ensigns of j>ower and honbr i the devotees of 
nature, glory in exploring and reveling her secrets t 
the haughty infidel triutnphs in the strength of hu- 
hian reason, or the beauty of moral virtue, while 
perhaps he practically treats both ^ith contempt. 
The merely nbminal believer, while he professedty 
inlists under the banner of the cross,' yet by cold in* 
gratitude, or presumptuous confidence^ by a heart 
scretly dbvoted to otirer objects, or an infidel diso« 
bedient life; tramples th^ Saviour under his feet. 
But the genuine follower of tht Lamb^ by the pierce 
ing eye of faith, sees, at onc^ the truth and estcelleney 
of the gdspel of Christ, and the comparative eMpti* 
iiess of all rival objects. He i^ees this doctrtnfe sur- 
rounded with suth glorious characters of divinity, 
t>oth ititemal and external, that he glories in lDeliev«* 
ing, professing, and obeying it himself, in teaching 
and retommending it to others, and; if called to it^ 
in suffering reproach, pain^ and eyea death for its 
saktei 

Let me then respictftilly put the question to my 
audience, ilo your hearts and lives echo this language i 
Do you glory in a crucified Saitiour I Do yoti rejoice 

12 



) 



\ 



99 A SERMON BY; 

}p IHkm^ not tbcQaiBse jxm have m entj^usiastic coofi^ 
deiv^e, ttet he died for y mi in particular, or a {AeadiAjg 
hQ^^ that his redeeOTUff loyc and naerit will protect 
y^u frpm the sword of Jit^ice, and erasure your final 
bjissj without arty pceyic3«S tfoof^^ yourpai^t 

tp^ hfe ei&Aii(v^e 'ai)d laws j but bfecajase yiwi arr'hearfe- 
ily rieq^ftcilfed to ^afid pleased mth the true dcsigii of. 
\is mediatiqn aiid death j which was tb lionor the 
eh^t^jc^ter $nd law of God, condemn ahd destroys siri^ 
and rejstore arid pfcoxftiite the inteifest« of holineis? 
Do you habitually feel and att oUtthessannr senti^r 
tngijts of H^a?l towaiSd God; toward Bin, afid tow^d 
|he g^isc of ,«mVer.sal goodnesSy whith Cteiit dis^ 
pJsyed fin bis olbedi^ncc unto di^th ? In short; is ytmv 
triumph ill thi& ero3s, a so^Iemu. rc\'ei:cfttiaU'sQul jaba- 
§ipgy mt^ purifying aJBecfion I While it eleVaites :lthc 
mi9# irftd enrajjtures the heart, doesr it kiridl^ your 
love, gratitude, dc^otfon, peMtence^ aod tpvfcry grace 
and' Virtue, tp ?h^ Jiighest pitch ? • 

If so kt TOc* inVitf you to aj^iroach with; dieertiil 
eonfidetiee ' torth^t Hacrtd otdilnanc^, which .soliuc ^of 
ygp" have in prospect, the next Lord's 'ds^ j wirordi- 
nani^e, which conccfttters in one gtriking point of view, 
all the Mgh : df^cpvefif $, • all th^sturpriaingy interest- 
ing.pfcgfc^ts, :which the cross' and* She gospel of Christ 
set befpre '^$ t With Nii^t Rii«glfed elrtotions, then^ 
qf penitential s6ri:ow aud grateful )oy jihojuld eo^ir 
nj^r^l^nt?: draw near tb the.altar;af-Ck)d'% thatfaac- 
raffienf t With wh^t holy triumpfe -should' tht]^ there 
join: thcsmtUiw^ Qf glorified spirits; iuhefcYen,-aji w3cH 
as the cl>urch universial on banhv^riu Mng^g the nbw 
song^ pf the' La'mb ihat^ wasi alMn J , . ' ' 

Jn fipf;, let i^ipenitent sinner^ \oQk on 4ihat awful 
j^nfl melting spectat^k> the ^bleeding €r<sss, aSid be 
struck with grief and sorrow at those sins, by which 
t^Jiey pr^cdcally approve artd\jom with the persecu- 
tprs and ^urder^ft of their LwidH Let profeaain^ 
christians remieirsber, tb#„ a§^ foilowets of a sfofier- 
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ing yet victorious leader^ it becomes them to keep 
his cross constantly in view, as their guide and pat* 
tern, as their comfort and glory ; and thus to be 
che^uUy travelling towards hieaven^ in the same, 
road of humble, patient, resigned, heroic virtue, 
which their Lord has trod befpre them. Encom*- 
passed on every side with so ^eat a cloud of wit- 
nesses, with the Captain of our salvation at our head^ 
* Let us lay aside every weight, and the sin, which 
doth so easily beset us, and ^ let us run with patience 
the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the 
author and finisher i^ our faith ; who for the joy that 
was set before him endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and is set down at the right h^nd of the throne 
of God,' 
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HAGGAI 3. 5. 

^ben came the word of thf Lprd to Haggai^ the prophet f saytag^ it if tone 
^ fif'yout ^j^> to dwtU in jour deled boiutSy andtbit bouse lie watte?, 
i^otfff therefore f thus nutb tie Lord ef Host ^ consider your w^s, 

THE reproof and admonition contained in this 
passage wa^ recorded for our instruction. And that 
tire Aiay^make a right application and improvement, it 
is to be observed that the the Jews, to whom it was 
«ent, were newly returned from captivity ; which was 
a punishment inflicted on them for their sins, espe- 
cially for their idolatry, and neglect of the ordinan« 
ces of diyine worship. It should then have been 
tlidir firsit and great concern to tiake effectual mea- 
sures for the rebuilding of the temf>le, and making 
provision ; for the due administration of these ordi- 
nances — But, meeting with difficult and opposition . 
from their enemies, they were too soon and easily 
discouraged ; And diough they had not determined 
finally to sKbstndon' this undertaking, yet they seem 
not to have been; sorry that they had so fair an ex« 
cuse for delaying this work of piety ; saying, ^ that 
the time was not come that the Lord's house should 
be built.' This gave them opportunity to provide . 
themselves &ir, commodious habitations, and enjoy 
themselves in their ceiled houses^ when they had s6 , 
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much reason to be humbled under the frowns of pro* 
vidence. For tUia their improper eondbict, the pro- 
phet, in the name of God, reproVea and expostulates, 
with them ; and admonishes them to consider their 
ways. And the admqnition may: also be seasonable 
and instructive to us, on whom the ends of the world 
are come. For the fault here reproved, even a want 
of zeal for the house and worship of God^ and an 
over fpncjness for private worldly "iiiterests» an4 en- 
joyments, is at lea:>t as blamable in christians, ^s it 
ever was in the Jews. 

It should also be considered that the temple was 
at3rp<5 of the church pf Christ, which is expressly 
stiled the house of the living God, in which he by 
Hl^ 3pirit dwells, arid is worshiped in spirif and truths 
And as the ij?ws were blamable for haying n3p mqrq 
zeal for the rebuilding of the temple at Jerusalem, 
and being so easy and pleased Avith their; c^tKCward 
accotnmodauon^, while the hous<^ of iji^^ir Qod lg][ 
iD^a^te.; so chr istiaiits^ are no kj^ ,\o blmn^ :if th^y. are 
imconcerxked when they see thet .qhujcah, .tbfe spiritual 
housie of God, in a decayit>g. and ruij:toii(«ii QQi^ditionu 
It is not t&en a time for them to reg^e jtjiemi^l v^s wjtb 
the ple^sures^ and immi^r^ themselves in ^ oair^d 
a»d amusements of the world ; but tb^ are then 
loudly called by God to consider aadaraf^Nl tfe^ir 
ways. This is the: argument which I woiikl noye 
endeavour to illustrate ahd incukat^. j la: ptxr^vtoaci^ 
of which design, . _. _ . „ 

Fjk&t, I shall shew that sometimes the <^ht|Fch^ 
the spirital house of God, is in ^ waiting,, deoi^il^ 
^te among a professing people;: and.ppiAt but 6tm0, 
evident tokens^ from which we may judge when thia 
)s the case. 

Sbconjolt, Enquiry will then be ,made imta tte 
causes, and occaions of such an unhappy state i afte< 
which, , 
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TiiiiBLY, I shall endeavour to shew that when 
the bouse of God, or the true interest of his church 
is apparently decaying and sinking among a people, 
they ought not to give themselves up securely and 
uixcoiM^hiedly to their Worldly pursuits and enjoy- 
ments, -bi^' they should so considcf their ways and 
statev'as:tb he suitably affected, and seek and apply 
proper remedies, or means of redress. 

iFikst. That the church, the spiritual hoilst of 
Gfad is liable to decays, and sometimes is actuallj^ 
laid waste; will riot perhaps be doubted by any. Christ 
has indeed promised to take care of his church, sg 
that the gates of hell shdl not prevail. He will al- 
ways, till bis second coming, have witnesses to the 
tiruthy who shall hold up the light df the gospel 
in the world. But particular churches sometimes 
decay till thfey become extinct. The kingdom of 
heaven is takien from them, and, as a just pifnish- 
m^nt of their abuse of gospel privileges, the candle- 
stick is overset arid removed. When the living and 
sound members of Churches are taken away, and 
the breafches are not repaired, or are filled up with 
unsound ' mateHak, tte house of God will decay 
ap^cc. 'When the godly cease, when the faithful faily 
when they who are to be the salt of the earth, and 
the light of the world are scarce to be found among 
nomifial christians, it may be expected that corrupt* 
principles and practices will encrease, and that what 
weak remains there maybe of true religion, will wa:s: 
cold arid be ready to die- It is the; presence of Christ 
in his^chWches, by the influences of his spirit, which 
preaches thfem from apostacy. These influences, as 
welearA from the warnings and facts recorded in the 
scriptures, ire sonfsetimes so withdrawn, or withheld^ 
that visible cbu;rches have degenerated into syna- 
gogues of Sata». Infidielity, and gross antichristiaq 
coorriiptioRs Of teligioff, have rooted cgat true christiw^ 
anity frmn tihose parts of the world where the appos- 
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ties preached and overwhelmed the churches wHicli 
were planted and watered by them. These housed 
of God are now in ruins. And has there not been a 
great falling away in some, if not all of the protestant 
churches ? Yea, have we not reason for serious ap: 
prehensions, that the house of God, with us, is going 
id decay, and that the noble vine which God planted 
in this land is degenerating into the plant of a strange 
irine ? That we may form a right judgment of the 
state of religion, andthe>signs of the times as rcS^ 
pecting ourselves, let us attend a little to this inqui- 
ry, viz. ' 

When a people professing Christianity, have reasoii 
to think that the house of God is decaying, or that 
true religion is in a low declining state with them ? 
' Here it must be remembered that Christ's king- 
dom is not of this world* The true interest of his 
church does not consist in the outward prosperity of 
its members. Though we have reai^dn to be thank- 
ful when the churches enjoy outwatd peace and liber- 
ty, and when the enemies are restrained from oppress- 
ing and making havock of them ; yet the building 
up of this house of God has often 4>rospered remar- 
kably, whfeh it has been violently battered by perse- 
cution. And on the contrary, it has often gone td 
decay as remarkably, when christians have enjoyed 
outward peace and prosperity. The favor of the 
world has often been more prejudicial to the true in- 
terests of religion, than open oppressions We are 
not to doubt in deedj bift that those partial evils 
which are permittefd to arise, will in the end be made 
subservient to the true interests of Christ's kingdom. 
Yet it is a sad omen td a people, and an awful token 
that their glofy is departing from them, if true reli* 
gion appears to be greatly declining amoitg them. 
And this we must judge to be the case, 

i^ir^/.AVhen churches are very sensibly dwindling, 
and there is but a small number who make a credible 
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prt>fesstoi^ of religion. TKdiigh no wise christiaa* 
will desire, to have churclie» filled up with such as 
give no sufilcient evidence to a judgment of charity 
<^f tbehr sinceritjr ; yet it i» a matter of grca^ joy to 
att who hare the interest of religion at hes»t, when 
mahy^are added to ^ Lord, and his chtircbv agreea>» 
hlj to the rule of the gospel. But when few appear 
disposed to profess their faith in Christ, ^d give 
themselves up to God by an open consent to the go$<* 
jpel covenants it is a sad s^, that religion Is in d 
law state among a pec^le,. and the house of God is 
wasting. Soako,. 

Seemdfyk When corrupt and daiigef ous ifcrrors iM 
toughtimd embraced, or at least favored by pro# 
fessois of religion; It is true, christians may not 
wcW understand^ or be mistaken in soiHe points, and 
those of consideraUe importance ; and yet hold tho 
head, and receive spiritual life afidnourishnient there* 
from; Gtot when the faith delivered to the ssilnts id 
BO(t mai^italned In its pority^ when capital doctrines 
i£ the gospel are not rie^rded as of nUich importance, 
but perhaps are called in question^ or eveii denied^ 
when- the minds of many appe^ to be lekvened with 
Aangerous errors, espeemlly if such errors arc not 
froperly noticed and reproved; we shall have great 
reason to be alarmed at the peril , of the times, lest 
the kin^om ofi Ood shouhi be takeii away froM sUch 
^people; 

Thirdly, 'fhis is dlso the case, when the drdinan-, 
ees which Christ ha& instituted Jbr the <idij&catidii bf 
the ehurchy are not dulj^ observed. Some w}k> would 
be accounted christians have a IqW opinion of the or- 
dinances o0 Gospel worship; an4 are very shicfc> nc-^ 
gligerity aiKJt cartess in their obdervunce' of ttem; 
particularly of dae cKristiim^ Sabbath, ^epuMie woi«* 
ship <rf iBod ; and nlore especially the l.ord?s Supper- 
U ehsigtians are not tom^ walking ordwly attd dSli^ 
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'gently in these ordinances of the Lord, it is a sigj» 
that both the power and the form of Godliness are 
sinking very l<)vv. , 

i^ourthly Whgn the awakening^ converting, sanc- 
tifying, quickening and comforting influence of the 
gospel aAid spirit of Christ is not visible in its pro- 
per effects on tlie hearts and lives of those who attend 
on the means of grace, this, is a great evidenx^e that 
the house of God, or hrs church is decaying. Un- 
less a special divine blessing attend gospel ordinan- 
ces, the church will not be edified by them. Unless 
the Lord build the house, the builders will labor ia 
vain- After Paul had planted, and ApoUos watered, 
it was God who gave the incre9.se. If the work of 
conversion be at a stand, and sinners appear to be 
rather blinded, and hardened under those means 
which- should awaken, and lead them to repentance ; 
and if christians do not find their graces exercised^ 
quickened,^ and |»trengthcned, and so their edificatioa 
promoted in and by their outward attendance on or- 
dinances, have we not reason to concltide that God 
is withdrawing his gracious presence from such a 
people ? And however the forms of religion may be 
decently observed, yet the power of vital Gpdliness- 
is at best, weak and cold, and ready to fail. I shall 
only add, 

Fifthly. When professed christians walk disor- 
derly, unsuitably to their heavenly calling, disho- 
noring their profession, by a barren, loose and unho- 
ly conversation, and gospel means are not used for 
their reformatioir, we may be sure that true religion 
is at a low tbb. if scandaldus disorders are, not sea- 
sonably and prudently corrected, they will be likely to 
increase to more ungodliness in a rapid progress. If 
the fruits of holiness and righteousness kre not found 
in the lives of professors, but tliey walk Recording 
to the course, spirit and example of a world lying ia. 
wickedness, their making a profession of faitb, and 
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:att^nding ptinctually the externals of worship, will 
be no sufficient evidence that the spiritual house of 
God is riot in a wasting ruinous, condition* 

If these symptoms of danger should be found upon 
us, we have reason to be alarmed, and not delay to 
seek and apply proper remedies : In order to this, 
let us. 

Secondly. Enquire a little into the caoses or oc- 
casions of these evils. Whenever a professing peo- 
ple sink into such an unhappy dangerous state as has 
been described, the craft and the malice of the ene- 
mies of the church have doubtless a great influence 
in the matter. But these could not prevail, as they 
often do, were it not for the fault and neglect of chris- 
tians ; , which gives their adversaries an advantage 
a^inst them, and provokes God to forsake them, and 
withhold the gracious influences of hi^ spirit, to re- 
claim them from their apostacy, and heai their back- 
slidingjs. 

First. The enemies of the church are manj!^, power 
ful, crafty, malicious, and restless in their endeavors 
for its destruction. Christ rules in the midst of his 
lenemies. And were it not for his- protecting presence 
in his church, these enemies would make a prey of 
his little flock. But th6ugh they shall not prevail so 
^ as tp demolish the house of God, which is built upon 
ithe rock of ages, yet the enemy is sometirries per- 
jmitted to make havock. As a roaring lion, he some- 
times, threatens to devour the church by those per- 
secutions which have wasted it ; and sometimes the 
crafty old serpent winds himself into its bosom im- 
perceptibly, and as he beguiled Eve thro' his subtili- 
ty, so the minds of christians are corrupted from the 
.simplicity which is in Christ, and infected with the 
poison pf dangerous errors, 1'hat he may carry on 
his mischievous devices, he knows how to transform 
himself into an angel oiF light ; and his ministers al- 
^p, though inwardly ravening wolves^ or crafty fbxe^ 
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^ted into Chrit's fold in s;hee|>*s c^athiar, taakiii|| 
mischief wherever tiey come. The world idso, by 
its evil maxims and exanftplcs en^ares many, vfieim 
are easily enticed to walk m the broads beaten way, 
folIowiQg % multitude to dp evil. To all this, we 
must add the perils which the chureh often suffers 
from those in its own bosom, who, instead of pramot* 
ing good designs and essays for reformation, are ^ 
continual clog upon them. From these causes tiie 
doctrines, worship, disciptineand morals of <^rtsti^ 
an societies arc too often much corrupted* And un- 
less the vices and exertions of t)ur. spiritual enemies 
be reasonably and earnestly opppsed, the -evils will 
xnake a swift pro|;ress to a total apostacy. tJut, 

Secondly. These enemies could not prevail as tliejt 
often have done, if christians by their own fauk di4 
not give tjiem an advantage. The true interests of 
the church have received many a deep wound in the 
house; pf professed friends. By their imprudent 
neglects, their w^nt of vigilance and zeal in counter- 
working the deviqes of their enemies, they have iii 
^ffect co-operated with them, in defacing and shat*^ 
tering the npuse pf God. 

-Among the chiefcausesof thedeeayof vital god- 
Hness, we may mention a want of due zetd, for the 
great doc tririfcs of the gospel. Many christians aji^* 
pear to \)^ bqt weakly- established in their religious 
principles. Soundness in the faith seems to be re« 
garded l^y too many, as a matter of no grei^ import 
iance. Gospel hdliness is founded on gospel princi- 
ples, These are the food with which the souls are 
nourished to^ eternal life. By these the divine lilb 
in the soul is maintained and cherished, through the 
influence of the H<riy Spirit, who is the Spirit of the 
Truth. If men are not well grounded in the fundti- 
tncntals of our Jioly religion, it cannot be eKpected 
that their temper and pVactice will be much influenced 
bytbem. Growing Christians desire and relish ihe 
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getneem mJft:^ the wwd, if <mt food be ecMTupted 
ivith. unwholesome mixtttres, it may be e:;pected 
idiat OUT health tmd rigor ^vUl declme. If churches 
do not faoM fkm the {bnn of sound words iti faith and 
lo\ib^ the house of God is not onljr defaiced, but it$ 
ScmiMattons andpitlafs are weakened, and the breaches 
will be Ukely to become greater 4nd niore dangerous, 
un^ss they b^ apeedlif healed. The unity ot the 
aprrit ought indeed to be maintained among ^1 chris^ 
tians who hold the main principles, of Christianity^ 
fio wewr they may difer ' in other )>oints.. tUit we 
should tK>t be so Catholic, as to bear any doctrines^ 
or to hear without concern tJie great truths of ouf 
tj&ligton denied, or called in question, and dangerous 
errors maintained. Churches will not be likely td 
keep the faith piine and undefilcd, unless they haire 
ttic teal to contend for it, against those who corrupt 
tiie word of .God. They must not believe every spi*. 
lit, but try them^ whether they be of God. 

Another great cause of the decay of christian pie* 
ty, is the neglect or abuse of gospel ordinances^-^ 
These are Iftie outward and Ordinary means of the 
buiiding up of the church and preserving the forr6. 
and, power of religion. If the Lord^s day, which 
ought to be kept holy, be profaned and midpent hf 
idlenesaf^ by sinful, or unseasonable employments 
and amusements ; if xttcn forsake the assembling 
themsdyes for the public worship of God through 
8loath,carelessindiffefence, orany insuftcient rea^ons^ 
if they do not give a serious and devout attention to 
the religious exercises, but suffer their ^inds to be 
occupied by vain, worldly and sinful thoughts, whei;i 
they should be lifting up their hearts to God in prayer 
Wl praises, and hearing what he has to say to thetii 
laihe word preached, considering the weight andim^ 

£>rtance pf the truths of religion, mixing them wltlv 
|th, and applying them to themselves for their cdift- 
i^tion^ if we^rre chiefly attentive tq the beauties 
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or defects in the composition, the language, or dcU^ 
very of the discourses, rather than to wait on God 
for his blessing in the way of his ordinance ; we can- 
not reasonably expect to be as trees planted by rivers 
of water, bringing forth their fruit in season. The 
good seed will not be likely to be fruitful in a, soil 
so ill prepared for it. The abuse of ordinances tends, 
by the righteops judgment of God, to render men 
more indisposed, and hardened, against receiving 
edification from them. 

The neglect or undue attendance of professors on 
the ordinance of the Lord's Supper, requires to be 
particularly mentioned among the causes of the de- 
cay of christian piety. How many, alas, careleslv 
neglect this holy ordinance, which if rightly used, is 
by the blessing of Christ, eminently conducive to 
jthe.edifipationof the church? And are not many- 
guilty of approaching thereto unworthily^ which es^ 
pecially if securely indulged, is, Ifear, of more dan- 
gerous consequence than many seem to be appre- 
hensive. 

This leads us to observe, that the neglect or abuse 
of the ordinances of discipline, for the removing of 
scandals whiph may arise in churches, is to be reck- 
oned among the causes of a declining state q{ religion. 
If a church suffers its members to walk disorderly 
without reproving them, and bearing a faithful testi- 
mony against their misdarriages, disorder will be 
likely to spread, and become more n^alignant in con- 
sequence of such sinful indulgence^ By neglecting 
to rebuke an offending brother, and to apply gospel 
means for his healing, they ipake themselves partak- 
ers with him. When they have so little concern for 
the honor of the christian profession, and for the souls 
of their brethren who have fallen to their wounding, 
it must greatly provoke Christ to withdraw his. gra- 
cious presence from them. If church members do 
;90t CQusider and watch ov^r one another to .provok? 
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txy love and good worki*, the love of many will wax 
cold. That churches may shine as lights in the world, 
they will sometimes need to have the snuffers of the 
sanctuary applied to them. 

A neglect of the religious instruction and govern- 
jnent of families is also to be reckoned among the 
chief causes of the decay of christian piety. Heligious 
families are the nurseries of the church. In them 
the materials are chiefly formed and prepared, with 
which the hduse of God is built up. If christians 
were faithful and prudent in the religious instruction 
aild government of their families, the churches would 
doubtless , receive desirable and hopeful additions. 
But when family religion declines, growing apostacy 
will be the natural consequence. The rising genera- 
tion will be likely to be more corrupt than die pre- 
preceeding and the ruins of the bouse of God become 
more dangerous and alarming. The religious edu- 
catibn of children is too much neglected by many, 
who, we hope, are^ sincere christians. And how 
many by this neglect have laid a foundation for heart 
breaking sorrow to themselves, and misery to their 
children ! • . 

May it not also be mentioned among the causes of 
the low state of religion, that christians are no more 
earnest and persevering in their prayers to the God 
^ of all grace for a blessing on the means which are 
used for the building up of the church, and for the 
converting, sanctifying and quickening influences of 
his good spirit. The interests of the Redeemers king- 
dom should lie near our heart, and we should be 
much concerned to see the enemiesi of the phureh 
roaring among us, setting tip their ensigns and tro- 
phies, making such unhappy progress in battering 
and undermining the house of God. The building 
up of the chufch is, I suppose, commonly an article 
in the prayers of christians ; but are we not often too 
cold and ^slight in our supplications for so important 
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a bkssing I Shoald we not be instant, an4 Hiii^j 
mtportunate with God, and give hini. no rest, as th^ 
prophet speakSf till he arise and plead his, own eamt) 
lebuke and scattef his enemies, and sulCer no w«a# 
pon fbrtlxed against Zion to prosper? Thi» is a 
Ip^s&ing for Which he will be eB(|QiFed of^. by us.***^ 
But h^ hath not said tc^ the seed of Jacobs seek ye 
roe in rain* The rebuilding of the temple wa^aCr 
eomptished in anawer tathe players of the pioui^ Jews i 
and it is in answer to- the; pr:fcyers) of the ch0rcb that. 
Satan's kingdom i& to be destroyed^ ^hd the kifigdoiSL 
4»f CWist bqilt up and enlai^ged. 

I shall only add, that when ehriistiaiis indulge theiH> 
selves in such tempers^ and such a conversatkfti, as» i$ 
contrary to the ruies and spirit of the go^pel^ i&spiF^ 
ilual slpth, caffnai seeurity, sensaality, worWff .mind-^ 
ednessj^ pride, envying, uncharitable disaffection, aiid 
oo^itentions, the power a»d influence, of religion ^pon^ 
their hearts and live^Milli while they rexiftaim in such 
unhappy frames* be likely to decay, v^u^^ andr toMQj 
and the banefuil effects will beeoine Dftore visible ^ con«^ 
tagioue a^d malignant^ Thoae whcv are. near and 
converss^nt with them, will catch infection als it wem 
from their breath, and be corrupted by their example ;' 
and unless, such backslidlmg&are speedily healed, the 
imtere&t of true religions majf be expected t6' deeline 
in a rapid progressioui. 

It may be asked, whether the particulars wKichb 
have been mentioned,. ^s« Causes' of the decay of ebris*^ 
tian plety^ are not rather in8itain<$e& of theft evii whose^ 
causes, are enquired for. I answer, ^ugh they are 
indeed instances: of apoataey, yet they are aJ30xaasesv 
di&posicug and tending to further wsA gjpeater evils ;. 
so jk breach made upon a house^ causes jlt- to decays 
iiore and fester. , When churches beg^ii to* decline^ 
and fall away i&om their fers* purity wid lov^, their: 
streng^dr vigor is enleebled^ and their encmicd gaiA 
great advantage to make fuirther sted move 
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oils breachei^, and" breaik in upon them like a flood ; 
and God is hereby justly provoked to suffer their 
enemies to prevail agains^t them— And this leads us 
to observe^ ^ 

thirdly. , When the house of God goes to decay, 
the hand of his holy providence is to be acknowledg- 
ed in such a dispensation. * Shall there be evil in 
a city, and the Lord haith not done it ?* A visible 
decay of religion in any place, is a token of divine 
displeasure. It is always a just punishment on a 
people for their neglecting or abusing the privileges 
of the kingdom of heaven, pod will not forsake us, 
janless we firstforsake him. . Though he is sovereigrt 
in the exercises of his mercy, yet he never visits a 
people in a way of judgment, in mere sovereignty. , If 
He withdraws his gracious presence,- and the influ- 
ences of his spirit from them, it is because their in- 
iquities have separated between them, and their God,* 
and hid his face from them. Free grace is the source 
of all our blessings ; but all the evils with which we 
are affected, originate with ourselves. If a people 
are deprived of the nieans of grace, or of a divine 
blessing with them, it is their ^i« which causes God 
to frown upon them- — ^We now proceed to the 

Third Proposition, viz. — When the house of 
Godj or the inter^t of his church and kingdom is 
:risibly declining among a people, they ought not to 
give themselves up securely to their worldly pursuits 
and enjoyments, but they should so consider their 
ways and state^ as to be suitably affected, and seek and 
i^ply proper remedies or means of redress. 

While we live in this world, a competent portion 
of the comforts of this life is desirable ; and it is 
not only lawful^ but a duty for christians, according 
to their ability^ to provide things Honest iii the sight 
of all men. And they may enjoy the comforts of their 
worldly conveniences, and use th? world, providfijt 
; 14 
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they do not abuse it* Th^ fault reproved in th« Je^iss^ 
Was not merely ..having houses for their use, but sk^ 
ting themselves down at their ease, and without con^ 
cern, in their elegant, ornamented seats, (for so the . 
*Yords in the Grigina? are explained by criiiQs,) while 
they were little grieved at the ryiinous state of the 
hoC^fie of God. We may in lawful ways acquire, pos- 
sess, and enjoy the outward blessings of pro vide<ice 4 
but our affections ought always to be i^i on t^^iags 
«bove. The kingdom, of God and his righteousoeiss 
should be first, and chiefly sought, and Us interest|s 
preferred above our chief joy. And when true teli.- 
gion is low and decaying among a professing people, 
it is peculiarly improper for them to immerse thenif- 
selveJs in worldly cares and amusement^. They should 
l>e deeply afteeted with ^ sad and dangerous a state. 
"Serious and awakened consideration of our state and 
way J?, is a duty -to which we are louidly called, wb^ 
the days are evil. 

In Xhitjir^t place y Let us consider how unfit -it 
would be for a people professing a regard for religion 
to give themselves up securely to the cares and en- 
joyments of this world, wheiv religion is evidently 
in a low, declining state among them. It is at all 
times very unbecoming a professor of cJicistianity, • 
to be of a worldly spirit, fondly indulging the lust of 
the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride of life. 
But this is peculiarly unfit, when iniquity abound^, 
ifhd true piety is visibly decaying. Itshewi? ai stupid 
insensibility of the evil and danger of suoh a state, pnd 
a disregard of the certain iokens of God's great dis- 
pleasure; And it has a most direct tendency to 
'jircVfent men's duly attending the proper means of 
recovering from their backsiidings, or to render those 
means ineffectual to prqduce a reformation. 
<ti Let it then be considered, that whenever religion 
"'' declines among a people, sin increases and prevails in 
equal' proportion. And there is no evil so great a& 
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tKe f^Cmndiag of fiia« The sorest afflictions in thh 
W^&rldv are not so much to .be dreaded. Sin is the 
j^roc\ifiiig eau&e of all other evilS) and while it reigns, 
far continually; i^reasing in jts malignity. Ought 
w4& tiot' theft to- be affected with great sorrow and 
cfeii»rnv:wfeen a deluge of irre%^^ iniquity, i^ 

iBt>wixlgi^ u^Qif us^ threatening tp swallow up eyerj 
tlftrig which :it trtijy good. \Vlien the house of 
GodJs tt^&<^t iTliderminedy Wd apparently sinking, 
^id his ^'€!)nl^$rf 9S it were^ carrying all before them| 
^ught not this to; eool' Q^r ar4or in pursuing, and 
ablate otirrtHshf&T enjoying the things of the wjarld J 
Gnn We fiiid ^' hearts tO solace ourselves in thes^ 
things^ when tlie x^rf of somuch sin and guilt is Mud 
'jl^ittst «^/ .tod Go4 himself is incensed s^gainst u^ 
for our mn^b^rless prorvocaliipns/ The PsaTmist was 
^riey€id)^^ yfk^ be s«w the tyansgressors. iiivcrs of 
^aterfr raa d:owii his eyesTi because men kt;pt not 
Gfoid^i* hiws.: And if w^ were of his spirit, we i^ould 
faoi hare;* ^ait to be much plegsed mthi my of our 
tnooridly f^s^ei^^vbns. ^^iiid en|oyment$« yk^^ ^^ ^^d ^ 
spectacle Hfife^o fSJff weyi pneyery side. 
-r-Aiitlii tfifc sfn/0f,* backsliding peo|>le is very 
g»*kt, soriififitjertaS^th&t C^<7i/i^^r^ar^ displeased nuith 
ibe»i aad frowns a3vfiilly. vfpon them« His withdraw- 
ing liufs .isanetifyiltg 8(tid (|uickehing influence, and 
^imiriig their (qf^kitnal enemies to prevail to such 
^Hde^k^ee, Hab.that !^4e^s^y^, vital religion becomes 
visibli^ :b:a tenribte ^^genieiU :; such a tleclining state 
is in itself very sinftil, as fa^s been said. It is also 
an evid^l^e iftW their past sins We been very dis- 
{)iomiiii^1:o Ceidv^f^e Imb hte thereby been provoked 
t<Srlteve' feemi» jia4g!»>ent to sink into stich an un^ 
h&i»ptf, ttftgv«afetngj€Wditi0n.; and the provocation 
win tfe Ii^*vfttedi.9*^dtli0 ang?r of Godfyrther eh- 
feiatced, if;th4y «»^ r^dians^Gted, uncpnoerned und^ 
%^^ a fnifwn, that :they <5auid be conteni: tb^ live ^ 
«Wthdut'^a or religtoft, if the^ might h^ve the gopij 
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things of this world richly to enjoy. Temporal judg^ 
ments are not so much to be dreaded by us, as fot 
God to withdraw the influences and restraints of \ 

his grace, and leave us to pine away in our sins> to 
become mere cumberers of the gp*ound, fit only to be 
cut down and cast into the fire. When our God, 
our glory, seems to be about to forsake us, our hearts 
must be stupid and hard as the nether millstone, if the ^ 
plain tokens and evidences hereof do not awaken us ; ' 
our worldly accommodations one would think should 
give us little pleasure or satis&ction when we find 
the house of God, "the interests of his kingdom de- 
cayed, and that he is greatly displeased with us, frown- 
ing, and actually inflicting his judgments upon, us ; 
even such judgments as threaten to deprive us of 
these privileges which ought to be most dear to us. . v 

Must it not be very displeasing to God, when his 
professing people manifest so little cencern for the 
honor of his holy name^ and the clearest and fullest 
revelation which he has made of his glorious find 
amiable perfections in the gospel. When the power 
of godliness decays so as not to appear in its proper 
effects among professors, the name of God is disho- ;i 

noredj and religion is exposed to the contempt of it§ 
open enemies. Can we then be easy and contented 
that this should continue to be the case with us ? 
And will not a holy and jealous God, - regard those 
with great displeasure, who are so bewitched with the 
idols of thisf world, as to slight his frowns, and be un- 
concerned for his honor ? 

Let it also be considered of v)hat little importance 
our ivorldly interests and enjoyments are^ compared 
with the interests of our immortal souls and evcrlast. 
ing state. What should it profit a map; if he should 
gain the whole world, and lose his own soul ? If our 
souls prosper, it is a matter of unspe£^kably greater 
joy, than the increase of corn and wine. A christian 
\\\ a right frame, has the building up of the church 
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BO much at heart, that he cannot but greatly rejoice 
while it goes on prosperously^ whatever his outward 
circumstances may be ; and in the greatest flow of 
prosperity he would be restless and uneasy, if he 
fqund true religion declining, wickedness and impie- 
ty gaining ground. He would be grieved at his 
heart, to see the souls of men in jeopardy, entangled 
in the snare of the devil, and led captive by him at 
his will. 

When the house of God lies waste, when there is 
a prevailing decay of piety among a people, tbeir 
state is very dangerous. Many seem not to be suffi- 
iciently sensible of this! We often hear the low state 
of religion spoken of with so much coldness and in- 
difference, as shows that they are not, alarmed at it. 
Apostacy is a growing evil ; every degree preparer 
the way, and opens a wider breach for further and 
greater evils to rush in. Like a cancer or a gangrene, 
It will naturally spread, and become more dangerous. 
When professed christians lose their relish and zeal 
for religion, and sink into a cold, careless, slothful, 
carnal frame, and Indulge themselves in tempers, 9nd 
a conversation unbecoming the gospel, the 'inclina- 
tions of corrupt nature will gain strength, and their 
power and resolution to resist them will be weaken- 
ed, the good spirit of grace, by whose help we mor- 
tify the deeds of the body, is quenched and grieved.- 
By forsaking God, they provoke him to forsake them 
more and more, and leave them more under the pow- 
er of a carnal mind, and more exposed to the temp- 
tations of Satan, and the world, and less under the 
merciful restraints of his providence, and influences of 
his spirit. We need not wonder if corrupt princi- 
ples and practices should then creep in fast, and pre- 
vail among them, and the enemies of true religion 
gaiur ground, tBl the candlestick of the church may 
at length be overthrown, its light extinguished, and 
h synagogue of Satan built upon its ruins. The 
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chur^li of Ephesus was warned that this would, be the 
Consequence of leaving their first love, unless they 
should remember whence they had fallen, and repent 
and do their first worksi. And Ghrist also threatens 
th^ lukewarm Laodiceans, that he \yQuld sjpuc theiA 
out of Ms mouth, unless they should become zealous^ 
*nd repent. These threatening^ have, been execute^ 
long since on ^hese churches^ and on many others^ 
and they arc recorded for a warning to us, and all the 

V churches. 

It may also be added, that if we are content to let 
tH^ house of Go£l lie wastey provided our own Jhouses 

* may be suftbred to stand, we* may justly fear ibesc 

wilnct stand ^€ry safely ; l^ut the curse of .God, an4 
Ms wasting jud^nents may. ^rsue and blast us in 
our temporal interests, ais it happened to the Jews in 
tk\\x, cqotext, as a punishment ior want of zeal for th^ 
lK)|ise Qf God, • \ 

The/gracious presence of God is in his church. This 
is th0 nouse or temple in which he dwells among us* 
If thi3 goes to ruin among us, he will retire, and 
prepare iiim a habitation in another place. But w^ 
to Its, if God depart from us. For he will then 
^vetige the quarrel of his broken covenant. If then 
' the power of godliness appears to be much declining 
in our churches, and even the profession of it gradu- 
ally fellings have wc not reason to tremble for fear of 
Gmls's judgments ? Is such a state to be rested in? 
Is it not high time to awake out of our deep ? ShalJ 
we compose ourselves to rest in our private cabinSf 
wlien the bottofm on which we are embarke<l is in so 
much d^flger ? 

Sqcha atate of carnal security in the pursuit and 
cBJoyihent of the things of tJ^e world, would have i 
diriect and powerful tendency to divert ebristiansl/roril^ 
,gmng a-^^€ att(fniiance on *the proper means y in order 
iothe.beaii'tiig fj iheir batk^lidings; and aho to pf event 
^good effe£t t>f those means njsbiqh may be itsid with 
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thfim fbr thhend. We aught at all times to attend 
dUigendy on the means of edification. And the ne- 
glect of them is doubtless a great cause of the spiritu- 
S decays of christians, as was before observed. But 
when religion appears to be declining, they who de- 
sire a revival thereof, should aw^ke and double their 
diligence, that they may not only hold fast, and main- 
tain i and strengthen the things which remain, but al- 
so recover the ground which had been lost. . They 
shpuld apply themselves in great earnest to the usp 
of the means proper for this end. ,1 But this we shall 
never do, while the interests and enjoyments of this 
world lie so near our heart, that we are more con- 
cerned to be well accommodated for the present life, 
than to have true vital godliness niaintairied and ex- 
pressed in its power by ourselves and others. We 
shall not ^eek first the kingdom of God and his righ- 
teousness, while our affections are set on things on 
the earth. And the means which may be used by 
bthers to promote a reformation, and a revival of re- 
ligion, will not be likely to have the desired effect on 
those, whose minds and hearts are occupied In the, 
the pursuit and enjoyment of earthly things, till the 
^tream of their affections is turned out of that wrong 
channel. 

.^ Alas ! how little dp many of u^ shew forth the 
praises pf him, who calls us out of darkuess into his 
marvellous light. When our wotldly interest suffers, 
we are tremblingly alive to feel it. But how little 
are We cpncerned at the declining stat^ of the church ? 
Surely, they, whose treasures and hearts cleave to 
the dust, do not confess by their actions, that they 
are strangers and pilgrims on earth. 

If any think, 1 am warni upon the subject, I am 
so indeed; and would humbly ask, is there not a 
cause ? When the state of our churches^ and the as- 
pects of providence are considered, is it not high 
lime for those who think our religions interest 61 
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importance,'!© be awakened to a consideratioir of the 
things of our peace ? What is most to be feared, is, 
that no abiding impressions will be made on the 
minds of those who most need to have these things 
pressed and inculcated on theni, with precept upon 
precept, and line upon line.; 

Let us now in the Second place attend with rever- 
ence to the admonition which speaketh t6 us from 
heaven. Thus saith the Lord of hosts, consider 
your ways. 

The 'ijjays of man in scripture commonly signifies 
his conduct and course of life ; it also signifies his 
state or condition whether prosperous or adverse, 
safe or perilous- ^ 

To consider our ways is to think of them with at- 
tention and deliberation. This is to be done in or- 
der to our forming a right judgment of our conduct,, 
character, and state ^ and that we make suitable re- 
flections, resolving to correct what has been amiss 
and supply what has be6n deficient. Without con- 
sidering our ways we can neither proceed in the way 
wherein we, should go, nor return to it when we have 
swerved from it. A great part of the errors of men are 
ow ing to want of consideration^ 

We ought at all times to consider ont ways, and 
walk circumspectly not as fools but as wise. For it 
is of great importance to ourselves and others that the^ 
course of our lives be set, and conducted aright. 
Much careful attention is necessary that we mis- 
take not the objects we are to aim at, or the means 
by which we are to seek for them. For there is a 
wiay which seemeth to be right, but the end there of 
is the ways of death. But when the days are evil 
and perilous, when religion ^nd virtue are visibly die- 
cay ing, we should consider our ways^nd state with 
peculiar concern, that effectual means may imme- 
diately be applied to remedy or check the growing 
evils : particularly. 
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liCtiisconriderttn^af mriva^^Aoi^ri&fM; whether 
i/re have done vAm ^we otig^t fer the support and ad- 
vancement tif religion, ^uid for the (mt vention and re- 
formation of -diose things whidb are contnoy to it, <x 
ivhetiier we have been in atiy measwe the blameable 
causes xjf the roincms Btate of the hoese of God.-«- 
We should search oyr hearts, and try our ways, that 
^e may be duly sensible of iemr own fufings, and be 
liumbled for them with that godly sorrow whieh shall 
work reperrtantfe and reformation. Has ourconver- 
-satibn been asixecomes those who are to be the ^ak 
xif Ae earth, and the Kght of the world ? Have we 
l>een steadv -^ind .engaged in the profession and prac- 
tice of religion ^ drligcnt and punctual in attending 
the 'duties of worship, pubHc and private, and hav.- 
in^ our conversation in the wt>rld agreedbly to the 
nrles of the gospel, inisimpilibity and godly sineerity i 
Have we walked in bur house whfh a perfect heart s 
'instructing, governing, and leading our families in 
the way they should go ; resolving that we and our 
houses will serve Ae Lord ? Have we done our duty 
ibr ^ pr(H>agation of christian knowledge, piety and 
virtue, ana the suppression of ungodliness and wick^ 
'edness in our proper sphere? Thus we should review 
tiur past "^mper and behaviour, penitently 'imploring 
forgiveness tf whatever has been amiss, and grace to 
help in time of need. We should so think on our 
ways as to tumour feet into God's testimonies : mak- 
ing haste, and ndt delaying to keep his command- 
merits. 

And not oifly our past ways should be considered 
alid reviewed tiy us, but dhotAc v^ay and cwrse^ 
life in whieb vfe jart mm engaged; whether we €nd 
reason to be satisfied that our present views, teia|»era^ 
and pursuits are right, ff we do not take pates to 
Jcnow ourselves^ what manner of spirit ivc are of, eur 
deceitful hisarts, with the flatteries of friends, will be 
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apt to mislead pur judgment. Are we now siocere'-' 
ly and resolutely engaged in the service of our 6od 
and Saviour^ and in advancing his kingdom and 
righteousness in ourselves and others ; giving up 
every interest and pursuit which interfere with this 
grieat • object ? Are we absolutely determined to lay 
aside every weight, and the sin which doth so ea- 
sily beset us, that we may run with patience tHe 
race that is set before us } having no fellowship with 
the unfruitful works of darkness, but reproving them^ 
. and bearing a faithful testimony against the evil^ 
which are in the world ? Or are we following the 
multitude in thei»road way, conforming to their evil 
examples, principles, and spirit, falling in with the 
prevailing degeneracy, or at best resting iii the fornpi 
of godliness without the power. My brethren, we 
must not only speak in favor of religion, and pray for 
a revival of it, but also stir up ourselves and others 
to be workers together with God in the building up 
of his church. Our love to religion must be not in 
word aod tongue only, biit in deed and in truth-. 
When irreligious, antichristian principles, tempers 
and practices appear to be gaining ground, and the 
enemy is breaking in like a flood, every soldier of 
Christ, should repair to his standard. He who i^ 
not for him, at such a time, is against him. Let 
us with extraordinary exertion strive to stem the 
wijd torrent of corruption, and kindle up" to a holy 
flame, those sparks of heavenly fire which may lie 
buried in our hearts, like embers in the ashes ready 
to die. Let us consider our ways, whether we are 
now conducting ourselves in this manner* The rer 
pairing of the house of God is not likely to go oh 
prosperously, till we are sensible that this matteir be- 
longs to US| and arise^ come forward and give a help- 
ing hand. 

We mu$t therefore consider what ivay or line of 
conduct is hereafter to be pursued by, us. And here 
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the admonition of Christ to the church of Ephcsus, 
when they had left their first love, is equally proper 
for all other churches in a similar state. ** Remcm- 
bei- whence thou art fallen', and repent and do thy first 
works.* The causes of apostacy, some of which- 
were mentioned under the second head, must be, 
guarded against, and proper antidotes applied. Par- 
ticularly, let^us carefully guard against tiad counter- 
work the temptations of Satan, and this ^vil world, 
taking to otirselvcs the whole armour of God to with- 
stand our spiritual enemies. Let us cherish a deep 
sense of the great importance of the doctrines and 
precepts of the gospel, and have our sentiments, tem- 
per, and manners, formed, as it were, in this divine 
mould ; counting sdl things butlos$ for the excellen- 
cy of the knowledge of Christ lesus. Let not the or- 
diitances of gospel worship be neglected or careless* 
\y attended. Let christians consider one another to 
provoke to love and good works, exhcoting on^ 
smother dsdly while it is called to day, test any be 
hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. Let great 
care be takien that a good foundation of sound doc* 
trinal knowledge Ue early laid in the niinds of the ri* 
sing generation, and that they be instructed to give 
a good answer to every one that may ask a reason 
of the hope that is in them, and that the importance 
of an es^perimental, practical acquaintance with reli- 
gion, b^ much inculcated upon them. I^et christians 
strive together in their prayers for a blessing on the 
means of grace, that the king4om of God and his 
righteousness may be gloriou% advanced. And 
finally, if it be our desire to see the King of Saints 
ride forth triumphant on the word of tn^th, and ^the 
pleasure of the Lord prospering in his hand, let us 
cause our light to shine before men, not only in a 
profession of the faith delivered to the saints; but also 
m a conversation agreeable to such a profession, that 
meq^may see our good works, and glorify qur Father 
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who is ia heayeou But a more, particular debdl ol 
rules for our, fiuure conduct to pcomote st rfvtyal of 
religioa cannot now he giyen. And indeed,. the> hest 
rules are of na advantage,, unless thi^y are^ reduced to. 
practice. 

Arise now^ O Lord^ and plead thine owa cause. 
Let thine enemies be scattered^ aiid kt those whOr, 
hate thee^ ffee before th3;:.fiice. Save thy people, 
bless thine inheritance,, feed them, and lift thent u^ 
forever* And lei every christiaasi^-^Ainen. 



XSrod^s treatikg every mm agreeable to hh moral cha^ 
racter^ sba%)n to be consistent y vritb his blessing 
tie seed qf the rigbteouSy and cursing the. 
seed of the nvicked.^ 

A S E R M O N. 
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SETH WIIJ.lSTON, 

tAITO&Or A' COVGRtCATlOllAL CitVmCH !■ U'iLB, 

STATE OP mw^TORX. 
/ 

fz:eki£l, xviiL 20. 

The iod Aat thmelhf ii tbeHtBe:' tie son staff not- hear th mfiutjif iit. 
fdtkr^ naiberibtdtibe father hear fh imqml^ ef die son; the f^ie^ 
aatnan af dfe lighieoas shall he apaa him^ and the wckAess ^ the 
viena shoBht' apoa hiau 

TO excuse ourselves, and du:ow the blame of our 
sih. upon some other, haa always been exceeding^jr 
naturid to £illen man* Our apostate parents early, 
set us thb example* We have a natural' affection 
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* B au^ ferheft striie the readier^ thai the title pr^fiaedto this ser^ 

amtreaAraees more than the text from whkh it is Jramm* The author 

aaaaUjast aseatioa the reason of bis nuMng this text embrace so wOb a 

feUL He had hiU af in his fiMc tBscoarses:^ that there aaas a c o a neaiom 

in the emmoMt of grace^ hetnaeen ' the holy faithfithuss of fiareats aad the 



sisteai vmh GoJ^t treatit^ every autn according to his own character. 
What he hadadoanceii afoa the covenant connexion of far eats aad children^ 
^oarHhouht hy somCf toferfectfy clash with tbs chapter from wUeh oar 
fetd is edfOedk The amor was fartiadarly reqaated to tahe the versCf 
'Ofhkh stands m the foandaden of the following dsseoatrtefOnd show how- 
^ it couU be reconciled with what he had advanced about the connexion hf 
tweenfareats aad children* This gave rite to the fcMowiag Ascourse, 
tpi toepoi^mdar methodin which the stdject is treateJk 
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for our parents; but we love ourselves supremely. 
We had rathej throw blame on other men, than on 
our parents ; but we had rather throw blame on them, 
than take it to ourselves. We had rather make our 
sufferings and miseries the fruit of their sin, than 

out (MV«, 

The Jews, who were carried into the Babylonisli 
captivity, manifested thtsf disposition, in an eminent 
degree^ They were a most ungodly generation, as 
appears by the description given of them in the pro- 
pheeies of Jeremi^l^ and Ezekiel. ; The Lord, by the 
mouth of his prophet Jeremiah, recounts to this evil 
l^nen^tion, the sins of their fathers, and then adds» 
* And ye have done worse than your fathers.* An^ 
by his prQphet Ezekiel, he says concerning this same 
generation, * They arc impudent children, and stiflf 
hearted and most rebellious.* Their extreme w^okedr 
neSs was represented to this prophet in the vision of 
the chambers of imagery. It is clear, that there ^ije- 
ver was a generation in Israel, which more justly de- 
served the wrath of God to be poured Qut upon theni 
without mixture : Yet, as is common for the greatest 
sinners, they were for getting rid pf all theplame. 
They were free to acknowledge, that their fe^theys had 
done wickedly ; and they evidently ascribed all those 
dreadfuljudgmcnts, which they suffered to the irtipie- 
ly of their fathers, who were now in the grave. Thus 
they imade the ways of God uoequal-rr-unequal in pUr. 
nishlng the innocent children far the sins of their 
wicked fathers. This is manifestly what they meant 
by using that prbverb, which is taken notiee of in the 
beginning of tihfis chapter. * The fathers have eaten 
spur grapes, and the children*s teeth are set onedgc.^ 
It is the object of this wliole chapter to refute this 
false notion, to set the divine character and conduct in 
^ fair and consistent point of light, and to convince, 
that wicked people, that they were suffering for their 
jawn personal sins. /Imn\ediately after this prove^bi 
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^introduced, it is added with a solemn emphasis, 
^ As I live, saith the Lord God, ye shall not have, 
occasion any ipore to use this proverb in Israel/ 
They never had any just occasion to use this proverb ; 
.if they had, then the ways of God were once unequal x 
but this cannot be, f6r he cfaangeth not. 

In the fourth verse of this chapter, we have stated 
to us this important truth, which is a fundamental 
principle in every good government, especially in the 
perfect government of God, viz. The soul thai sinnctb, 
it shall die. The Lord had just said, ^ Behold all 
souls are mine ; as the soul of the father, so the soul 
x)f the son is mine« The consequence, which the 
liOrd himself dsaws from, this, is not, that therefore 
M>ne shall die, but it is, that no one shall die ex« 
cept the soul that sinneth. One man is naturally 
as near to .God, and no nearer than another. Them 
is nothing to lead him to be more pleased with one 
Aan another, unless it be that his character is bet-^ 
ter J and there is nothing to induce him to punish 
one man, in distinction from another, unless his 
character be worse. It is true, that God dispenses 
^race upon one sinner, while another is left to his 
own hard heart ; but in this he does not act as be-* 
ing partial and a respecter of persons ; for he 
would, no doubt, leave the one he takes, and take 
the one he leaves, if the good of the universe re- 
quired it. In forming characters, God acts as a 
wise and benevolent sovereign^ extending grace to 
whom he will, and hardening whom he will ; agree- 
able to the declaration of the apostle in the ninth 
chapter of Romans. But when characters are formed. 
Cod is obliged, as' a holy Governor, to treat ever}' 
ereature according to his character, i. e. according to 
his own personal conduct and temper of heart. The 
isinnef , whose heart ifc wholly selfish, must be a hate- 
ful creature^ let who will be his father; while the s^int, 
whose heart is warmed with love to God, and whose 
fife iskfter the example oif Christ, must be viewed ai 



128 A SERMON BY 

3rmiabte, though fie might have had for a &thet oiv6, 
who was a tnonster in wickedness. This tfuth is 
dearly illustrated^ to iJie honor of the Holy One of 
Israel , in this chapter. 

The matter is thus illustriated-^Firart. A pious matt 
is described from the fifth to the teltith verse. It is 
said of this man, * He is just, he shalLsurely live.' 
Secondly. This man is then supposed to have a very 
wicked son, whose -wickediies is 'described fronx the 
tenth to the fourteenth verse. Of him it is said, * He 
shall surely die, his blood ishall be upon him.^' Then 
the matter is further illustrated, by supposing this 
.wicked son, when he becomes a father, -may haveu 
child possessed of unfeigned piety. ^ Now, te, if hc^ 
"beget a son that seeth ail his father's, ms -which *c 
hath done, and considereth, and doth not such like^^ 
he shall not die for the iniquity of bis &ther, he shall 
surely live.* 

After these examples are stated to illtfstraite -tiod^ 
impaitial justice, in treating every man according 
to his o^n and not Yusfatberh (ft bh sarins character, 
then the truth, which nad been stated and illustrated, 
is once more reduced to a general proposition in the 
text : The soul that sinnttby it thall die. The s'ofi 
sbaH not bear the iniquity nftbe father y neitber shall 
tbe father hear theinijuity of the son ; the righteous^ 
ness oj tbe rigteous shall ^e upon bim^ tmd^he'vnckeU^ 
ness of the weed ihall be itponMm. 

The text in connexidn with the whole chaptei: 
frotri whidh it is taken, clearly teaches this importarit 

DOCTRINE: 

TTiat it is a fixed principle In the government of 
God, to distribute rewards an4 punishments, accord^ 
ingtb the personal character of his creatures. 

The case of Jesus Christ, our Mediator, is in some 
sense, an exception &om this principle. He knew 
no sin, personally ; and yet he was made sin, a. e. an 
offering for sin, He deserved no gain, but was woi- 
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li^ir 4)f ^he bldss^ness b£ heaven, Mrhen'he was Sweat- 
ing btood in the {garden, and when he was dying upon 
the crosd/ ^ 'J[1ie chUtisemeht of our peace was upoft 
/BUHf Bsoii "mth bis stripes we are healed. He was num- 
bered With the ipransgressors ; ior he bore the sin of 
many; < This was a new and wonder Ail scene in the 
divine igovemment; y.et not eontradictdry to the 
above principle. It was not understood, when the 
•Fa^r was bruising his Son and putting him to shame, 
that he desifmed to manifest any displeasure with 
the limless characlerof his Son, but with the siii- 
iiil and hell-deserving character of those, for wIkha he 
^v$^^ni^rUy consented io become a substitute. Since, 
cbe stripes kid upon Christ were not designed to 
-lAiafiifest the least displeasure towards him ; and 
•sef^ng it "Was his choice, that these stripes should b^ 
%idupoii him, to aiuiwer infinitely important purpo- 
ses in the kingdom of grace, ther<; is nothing in this 
jnatter, which does by any means^ destroy this gent- 
4tii principle; that God wiU, On fendering rewards, 
•%t^9^ every one according as his own work^ ^hall be* 
The trulh of this principle, which is stated in the 
doctrine, and evidently contained in the text; may be 
proved, idt. From scripture deelatations* 2d. From 
God^^s aotu^il treatment of, moral agents. Sd. Froiii 
the- very nature of God ; and 4th. It may be argued 
{i^om the neces4itv of ^ this principle^ in order to the 
maintaining of divine govefnment. 
-' FiiisT. The principle laid, down is capable of be- 
ing proved by plain scripture declarations, t'o this 
point is that passage in Gen. 18« 25. * That be i&r 
from thee to do after this manner, to slay the righte* 
oils with the wicked ; and that^ the righteous should 
he asihevfiek&d^ that be far from thee. Shall not 
the judge of all thcf earth ^o right ?' There is a pas* 
sage in 4he '24th chapter of Deuteronomy, which is 
still more to the point. *,The fathers shall not be put 
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to dbatb for the children ; neither . shall th^ eh^drte 
be put to^death for the fathers ^ every man slmll be 
put to death fpr his own sin*' Itia imec[uivoeallytdicr» 
elanedy Kosil. 2. 6. Thai God will rend^ ta every 
. man according to his d^eds*. These pas^i^es pe^feotf- 
ly' accord widbi the text, in declaring that GodmiU 
treat moral agi^nts according - tO: their owa> per^oiiai 
char^acter./ ; ' 

Szcosj>hY. Thi^ same may be proved fromirGed^a- 
actual treatment of his rationial creatures. Somi^ of the 
angekkept not the^r first estate of holiness, but le£t 
their Qxs^n habitat toiv; theise were all immediately cMt 
^ ovA of heaven, and are res^^rved in everlasting i^fii% 
under darkness^ to the judgment of tbe great ds^ 
T;her;eis:not!QQe.of them ieli in Heaven : but thej^ 
gels .who remalii^ obedienfr aU remsun in :the pite- 
sence of Qod^ While Adam^kept his place,, he dwelt 
in. paradise . and enjoyed the divine favqr y b^t whim 
he rebelled^ be was cast otit- AJil men, while th^ 
remain in their rebellion, i^emain under. the wrath ^f 
God ^ but wh«iv. they return uitto Godj he returns mur 
to. theoi^ XhlS' world is not no^a place of exact 
distribution, of rewards and punishments ; yet (jrod 
has often so e0tiducted the kingdon^ of proyidenc^, 
as to clearly show ford^ this tpith^^lThe righteousness 
of tlie righteous shall be up^nhim> and the wickedness 
of the wicked sh^ll be upon him,? i. e* the righteoiis 
are rewarded and the wicke^^ punished* The wicked 
children of godly parents have met wkh a dreadful 
overthrow, as in the case of Nadab and Abihu, the 
sons of Aaron i Amnqn and Absolom^ the 00ns of 
David ; ih^ sons of fm,ra^id others ; and the pious 
children of wicked p^e|its» haye met with divine ap^ 
probation, as Abijah, ^the son , of wicked Jeroboam, 
and Josiab, the son of imj^ipus Amon. But howe^ 
ver juneaqually rewards and punishments may now 
be distributed, we must remember, that no one is 
punished more than his iniqi\kies deserve, and there 
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IS a day coming, when everjr thing which now ap- 
wars disordered, will be set pefcctly right. The 
lodge of all the earth will gatlier aU nations before 
bini) and divide them aU into two companies. This 
separation will be made exactly, according to thoir 
]iersbnal character. There will not be one rightoous 
soul found upon the left hand ; nor one wicked 9 un- 
holy creature on the right. God's ictual treatment 
of niioraJi agents at the day of judgmeht, and thence- 
forward through eternity^ wUl mtd^e our text appear 
most 6trictly true. The holy angels will aU be w^ 
corned to Heamen^ as their eternal abode ; the wcked 
^^elsy <Mr devils, will all be confined to bell. The 
saints, i.e. the holy bnes, will be received to Hea- 
ven,, let them be whose children they will. These; 
though once defiled with sin and fit for destruction, 
harviqg now idbtatned 4redempttoD:^hrough the blood 
9f the cross, are prepared unto glory. £y faith they 
aie <$l(M:h^d with tfa^ aU^-perfeot right^cmsness of the 
3on of Cod. While on earth, in a state of probation, 
Ihcy obtained through grace, aJioly character, and 
wer^ attempered to thCt heavenly vtmrld. Heav^i is 
tbeir purchased inheritance ; the better country which 
they desired while tabernacling in the flesh. An such 
will, without a single exception, be raised to Heaven. 
And Oh, what a glorious and united society thty will 
form^! However diferent in other respects, they will 
all be agreed in supreme 4ore to OcdL In Heaven 
there will be neither Greek nor lew, circunidsion 
nor unoirciimcision. Barbarian^ Scyfliian, bond nor 
free ; but Christ will be all, in aML It will b6 no matter 
where they were bom, or qf whom, if they are only 
bom Irom above. This makes them all meet for thd 
Heavenly inheritance. What if they were some of 
them allied to wicked, prayerless families on earth, 
ihey were called out from their kindred, by the dis- 
tinguishing grace of God. They have the'same ho- 
jly father, in a spiritual sense, as the children of the 
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indst pious pdrents. Their wicked parentage ifc&v« 
gotten in Hesiven. Cbrist M9iU not ufibraid ^em 
trith it, sin<ie they did Act folldw the fevilcxampfc of 
their pai'ents ; but forsook all to foHcw hithi. 'tb^ii 
personally^ ^f^ holy. This witt make^ tlicOT fercw 
lovely in the eyes of God', and in the eyes of aHnif 
)idly famify. ' . - .... 

On the other hand, all the wicked, at thte day'uf 
jodgihent, will be turned into helh * If they Rad ever 
so pious a |)arentage,. this will do nothing: towanls 
keeping them from misery, while theip .hearts w^ till-? 
renewed. It is hot being born of blood, though ever 
so noble, or Venerable, but the. being bom of Ood^ 
which prepares for Heaven, The piety of pao^eiitt 
will do nothing towards procuring the widced in ad* 
mission into Heaven ; since it does nothifng townrds 
making them appear lovely in the sight of the ^e)lr<ihW 
pf hearts. It rather tends to set of their imfpiety itt 
a moire dreadful pQint of light. It wilf be itt Vain ftf 
those, whose hea^s aire ^strang^d from God; to ple^d, 
♦ We have Abraham to our fether.? If they pTeud 
this, they may be called upon to s9io>^» in their- KVeS 
the works of Abraham. The Wifekerf^ f et them conii^ 
but of ever so jgood families, or churches^ at*e air fit- 
ted for destruction. They are attempered to such* si 
State and place as hell. And this will liftdduBtfedl^ 
be their portion for ever and even Thus God^^i\n6fif 
evidence 6f his ^iffci^ent treatment of the two differ- 
ent characters which exist among Ki^ creatures, thj^t 
he is influenced by no pairtial motives, but afways 
judges rightequs judgment. 

•Thirdly. If God did not retVatd the good dnd pu- 
nish the wicked according to their personal character, 
we should have nq evidence that he ^Jrai peffcctiy ' 
holy f that he was always ihe friend of hofmess and 
the enemy pf sin. If he ever approved of sm, or 
frowned upon holiness, he would ruin,his character" 
M a holy, sin-hating.God. If sin Were any less odi- 
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eiiSybecau««5 i» existed- in tlie heart of JTavid's s6ri/ 
flnan tbough iir:e:&i«ted in the son of SfaXil, then it is 
Dolxmtrhich the t-c3^f d hates« If holiness \tere any 
J«s lovely to himi x^hctt it uplpeared m the heart of 
Abijah> the child of lerbboam^ the son of Nebat, than 
viiteait ap^peafed' 4n the -heart oflsa^, the son of 
Abrxfaairi aiKi Sarah, those dear friends of God, then 
xt\^ill fbU^w, ^at it is ii^ /wlims^y hvtt something 
else which be fove^^ And if this b^ the case, w* 
hayeno evidence, that-Jehovah is, as he is often stiled, 
^ thp Holy One of Isrsiel.' . From the holiness of th* 
Ci^ity, we mi^t safely uifet, that he would distribtite 
rewards^aad punishments aeeording to pergonal cha- 
racter; If holines^s be the very thing which God' loves, 
dien ther ^amie degree of holy affection will appear 
eqa^Mf fc>vel3^, fet it be discovered where it will. If 
it were possible thait h(Aj aflfeetion could spring uj> 
inithe heirt of the devil, God would love itV but it 
\} ii^ acknowledged,- that he ^ould not reward it, unles3^ ' 

tlip devil could be brought into union with the Medi- 
. atoi: : because the law has no rewards for any thing 
short of perfect obedience. But the idea Which we 
wish to make plaiii, is this, that holiness, being a disJ 
position to embriiee the glory of God, and the best 
good of his family, is in itself considered, art Amiable, 
feven ther most aniiable quality, which ai moral agent 
can possess^ a3)d i^ that which the Holy one of Israel 
. caniiot but love, whenever he disc<i\'ers it. On the 
Other hand, sin. Which is a disposition to prefer one's 
Self dhoYG God and all his kingdom, is a'hateful dis- 
piosition, let who.ivill possess it; therefore, God arid 
all the friertds of the universe musit loath such a frame 
of heart. If the Lord be a God of truth, then we 
rest satisfied thiit he will treat his creatures so, as to, 
ex^press the real feelings of his hearty since he isper^ 
fectly iixdepei^dt^nt, and can be laid under no restraintr 
This will lead nie in the 

Fourth Place, to firove, that it is a fixed princi- 
ple in the government of God, tp distribute reward?^ 
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and punishments aqcording to the personal charac* 
ter of his creatures j from the; txh^^tc -.necessity of 
this principle, in order to the maintenance of di viae 
government. , It becomes the Most High, not . otdy 
to discern between the precious and the vile, jas a mo- 
ral Agent ; but actually to treat characters: accord^ 
ing to truth,, as he is the moral Go vemor of ,the world. 
It becomes him, to take the moist Watchful care of the 
interests of his extensive and eternal kingdom. Thi^ 
wiU lead him to manifest his approbation of the righ- 
teous, who are promoting the perfection and glory of 
his kingdom. This will lead him to frown on all the 
incorrigible enemies of his governmient. It beo^xies * 
him to take the most particular care, ^ that .there be 
ho innocent creature-condemned, ai\d also; thai there 
be not a single guilty one cleared. If this prmo^le 
should once be departed from, the basis which sup- 
ports divine government would be reynovcd:^ and the 
throne of God would shake, so that nothing could 
again give it stability. If God should once^ a single 
once, appear the friend of sin, and the enemy of ho. 
liness, his character and government would be sm 
effectually ruined, that nothing could retrieve. them. 
No wonder, therefore, that Abraham said, * That be 
far from thee, that the righteous should be as the 
wicked ; shall not the Judge of all the earth do right ?'. 
And God declares to JVloses, that he will by no means 
clear the guilty. It being known that this is anxstab* 
lished principle in the government of God, to treat 
every man according as his work shall be, and not 
according to the work of his father, or child, it is 
calculated to make us stand in awe, and not sin ; it is 
calculated to make us feel the necessity of our engag- 
ing in the great business of religion, each one for 
himself. * Tor we must all appear before the judg- 
ment seat of Christ, that every one may receive the 
things done in his body, according to that he hs^til 
^ne, whether it be good pr bad. ' 
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Thus fefy brethren, you see the character of God, 
in his treatment of the righteous and the wicked, 
shines fortli -with resplendent brightness. If provi- 
dence permityWe shall endeavor in another discourse » 
to remove out of the way a difficulty, which arises in 
' the minds of some to cloud this brightness. In the 
mean time, let us attend to an inference or two, sug- 
gested by this part of our subject. 

First, We infer the absolute necessity of regene-. 
ration. The human character . is, ,by nature,: totally 
bad. In us, that is, in pur flesh, there dwelleth no 
good thing. Because the carnal mind is enmity 
against God,: therefore they ivho are in the flesh can- 
not please God., God cannot, consistently with his ho- 
linejss, reward a bad character^ though he may, throu^ 
g^ce, reward a very ill desening creature. ' It is a 
fixed principle both under the covenant of works and 
of grace, to reward every man according to his works. 
God will not on any plan, pardon, justify and re> 
ceive to glory those whose hearts remain at enmity 
with him. Except we are born again, i, e. become 
possessed of an entirely new character, we cannot sei^ 
the/kingdom of God. A profession of religion, and 
a visible standing in the. church of Christ, will not 
Secure to' us a place in the kingdom of glory, because 
this may be without the least alteration in our charac 
tcr. .We may say Lord, Lord, and yet not do the 
things which he commands : but he that is born of 
God doth not commit sin, that is, if his. heart is 
c^nged, Hs life will be also. Let us^ lay it to heart, 
that. as certainly as God is holy, he will not bestow 
the regards of eternity on any but. new creatures.-^^ 
Th6 change must be radical ; old things must pass 
aw^, bfehold all things must become new. No change 
in the life, which does not flow from a real change of 
the heart, will be of any avaH. A selfish man, with a 
ref«nEqied life, is still a bad man in the sight of Hih, 
who seeth things as they are. As judgment is to 
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, pass on men at the great idey, apcor#ng to ^eir deeds 
,doQe:in the body, i.C; their ofaaractets formed ih*this 
.world, ixndas men are. afterwards to remain filthy, or 
,ho]y, as they shall iheh be found, it will fblidw, that 
totally depraved creatures must be bom^gainin this 
\r,onld, or never see heaven. 

Secondly. If,thc character of God, and the principles 

of his government hayc been rightly stated in the 

-preceding dbcoursc, then Christ is the only hiopc of 

.our fallen world. We are all completely depraved. 

Without Christ cruciRedy there, would not: be jonie 

good character among our whole species. Oficbiirse, 

•without Christ, noiKe coutd have been rewarded with 

-eternal life. It is through tfie infinite ^ttonemen^ 

.made by the son pf God, and at his ircquest, that the 

Holy Spirit is giv^n to alter the character of sinner$; 

IstsoA cause them to become saints. Thiif new formed 

jeharactcr is preserved and perfected in Christ Jesus ; 

-and when it is rewarded with eternal life, it is with k 

reward, not of debt, but of grace, through the (Ji vine 

attonement. The saints, even when they shall beire- 

ceived up to glory, will be, in themselves considered^ 

ill-deserving, for they hdyc broken that holy law, 

which thr<eatened eternal punishment against the least 

transgression. Ah eternity of future obedience witt 

not satisfy for one past act of disobedience ; therefore, 

$he reward of sinners, redeemed from inicjuity, must 

eternally be a reward hot of debt, but of grace r And 

this reward of grace can be consistently bestowed, in 

no other way, but through the merit6rious deadi ahd 

prevalent int^cession of the Lord J^sns Christ. It 

is certain, that in rewajding the saints, the judge will 

•manifest his approbation of tiiat character, which 

through grace, th^y ac^uir^d in thii world, for he 

will say to each, vra^ he bestows tKe rewards cf 

^Bternity «pon him. * Well done good and faithful 

servant; thou has been faithful over a few things, I 
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ivitl taake thee ruler over many things ; enter thou ih«i 
to the joy of thy Lord/ But the kingdom of heaven 
is something infinitely better than the best saint de- 
serves. He really deserves his portion in hell ; but 
lie is fitted for heaven, and there he will assuredly 
dwell, Mnce the blood of Christ oleansei^ firom aH 
Bin. Throu^ Christy God can t>estow a teward on 
^t iU'deseroing^ but ngt upon the uiihbly* In be* 
stowing Inwards, God will invariably treat men ae- 
i»)rditiig to their penoniii character ^ but not always 
aocorcfing to their persomi destru And it is wiioHy 
owing to OUT union with Christ, thai we are not all 
ireat^ according to <mr ill-desert. 

Thirdly, in the light of this subject^ we learn the 
true meaning of the declaration-^* God is no respect- 
er of persons*^ It undotibtedly means, that In distri*. 
Initing towards and punishments, God treats men ac- 
<x>rdin^ to what they are, and not according to what 
they ate not* Of a truth, said Peter, i perceive that 
God is no respecter of persons ; but in every nation, 
liie that feareth him, and worketh righteousness^ is 
accepted with him. They who fear Gpdj and wwk 
righteonsness are accepted with him, let them be 
lews or Gentiles'", rich or poor, bond or free^ male or 
female^ the dhiktren of pious or impious parents ; it 
'makes wo difference ; it is their character which the 
Holy One ^ Israel regards. He does not despise iHe 
J)Oor because he is poor ; nor does he despise fhfe 
flavc any ta&t than his master j If the stave feairii 
Gdd^ he wiH be accepted, and the master if he does 
not) will be condemned. £xtemal condition hias no 
ifitfiuenc^ upon the Judge of ail the eanh. H^ always 
Judges righteous judgtftetrt. He neither respects th6 
person of the ridh^ n^r of the poor. We shall not be 
rewarded or |>unlshed, according to the character df 
e^npki^nt^, or <>f o^t iMiAvbti^ but exactly accord'- 
ittg to our o^ft. * The ^ighteousfness of the righteoufe 
sba^U be u^on him, and the wickedness ^ *he wicked 
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shall be irpon hdm. What can be more impartial fhant 
such conduct. ? In view of this we can see, that of a 
truth God is no respc6tcr of persons. 

We cannot dismiss this part of our subject^ with^ 
out remarking irpon a very common abuse of the dec- 
laration, * God is no respecter of personsr' This 
passage has been abundantly urged to disprove the 
sovereign dispensation of divine grace, bvx this is 
an entire" misapplication of Ihrs scripture. Take a 
view of the place were it occurs in the 10th chapter 
of Actsw Peter says, . I pcFCcive, that God' is «o 
respecter of persons ; because that in every nation^ 
he )vho feareth him is accepted. Be did not say, 
I perceive God is not a respecter of perstonsv because 
he hath bestowed no more grace on Cornelius, than 
on other Gentiles. This be certainly had done, else 
Cornelius wouhJ have been no better than other Gen- 
tiles : for natunrUy tliere is no difference ; and it is 
by the grace of Gdd, that the saints have become 
saints^ But Peter learned the impartiality of the 
Divine being,* from fimUitg that he was pleased witft 
and accepted all the righteous, let them belong ta 
what nation they would. In bestowing regenerating 
grace on unholy creatures, God has no revealed rule 
by which he is governed^ Concerning this, he says^ 
I will have mercy on whom 1 will have mercy.—* 
Therefore^ it is impossible for us to tell friom any thing 
which we discorver in sinners^ be foriehatid, who will re-* 
:ceive this grace. But bestowing rewards is a differ- 
,ent , thing from hestonsmg ^race. By knowing the 
character^ we can know befoi^e hand whWher a bles- 
sing or a curse awaits him ; for God will reward eve- 
ry one according as hi^. work shall be. Grace is 
employed in forming men's characters anew, and im- 
partiality, or judging without respect of pers6ns, is. an 
equal or just treatment of characters, which are al-* 
ready formed. Froni the text which we have been 
considering, we see that it is a fi^ed and eternal prifi* 
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<!kfAe With the Supreme Ruler, to treat every creature 
in the universe according to his own personal charac- 
ter. God is a Sovereign, a Holy and wise Sovereign 
in dispensing grace, but this docs HOt infringe at all 
upon his impartiality. There h a constellation of 
glorious attributes in the Godhead, They arc all 
harmonious. God is light, and in him there is no 
darkness at all* Let us become godly, and ^w shall 
discover great beauty in the divine character. Even 
those 'things, which had been most disgustful, be- 
•come precious to such as arc taught by the spirit. 

Fourthly. Learn from this subject how much it con- 
-cems every one to see to it, that he has religion. 
Every man must give account of himself to God.. 
Our livitig in a christian land will not save us ; nor 
will our Jiving in a christian family s?ive us. Wc 
may be closely united with christians, even so as to 
lie in their bosom ; yet if we are not ^ursdves united 
to Christ, we shall bcperfecdy unsafe, when we 
stand before that Judge, who saith, ' The soul that 
sinneth, ^t shall i//^«' 

It is an important question for each one to put to 
liimself, Am I a christian ? Am I possessed of the 
spirit of Christ ? Do I w^k io him, and do 1 trust in 
him for salvation ? * ffe that believeth shall be saved^ 
and he that beljiieveth not shall be damned.^ 
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BZ£Ki£i, xvai, 20. * 

T'ffe toul rifof ^hmHhj it shailJie: the ton ihaU not. hear the iniquity b/ the 
iJ9ther, ttdtbfrxhaU tie father bear Jthe mig:vky rf thfi ton*; the tighten 

^^^s^ifiu ef tif rightet^s thatthe Ufpn biiiif and the '^ckednets of thf 
^iej sh^ he upon iirvp " ^ ' , 

IN the pr^c<eedi|ig discourse, tfac text, in conncx- 
ion with the whole chapter, was explained, and thi$ 
was tl^e doctfine, which appeared to rise oijt of it ; 
viz. That it is a fixed principle in the government 
of God, to distribute rewards and punishments ac- 
cording to the personal characters of his ci-eaturipsl 

The justice of this procedure commends itself to 
every m^n's understanding. If thjs be uniformly 
6od*5 manner of dealing, then we can all see, that God 
is light, and th^t in hipi, there is no darkness at all. 
But' in the view of some, this bright light is darkened 
|)y the declar?ition, which the Lord makes in the se- 
pond comtnaiidmept ; * For I the Lord thy God am 
a jealoHS God, visjting tJie iniqy ity of the fathers up-' 
on the children, unto the third s^nd fourth generation 
of them that hate me ; and showing mercy unto thou* 
sands of them that love me and keep my coinmand- 
ments/ This passage seems to connect with the tv\\ 
phariact^i^ of the parent, a curse on his children ; 
arid on th? other hand, there is a blessing for the seed 
of the righteous. I §ball not attempt to explain away 
this plain meaning of the passage, on which tiho ob- 
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jection is founded ; but am willing to acknowledge, 
that there are very many passages in the bible, which 
most clearly express this connexion between pa* 
rents and their children, both as it respects the friends 
and the enemies of Christ. I am also willing to own, 
that I have publicly taught, that God's covenant with 
Abraham (which has now come on the Gentiles) in 
which he engaged to be a God to him, and his seed 
after him in their generations, should be understood 
to mean, that the Lord will be a God to the children 
of believers, in the same sense, that he is their God, 
provided they bring up their children in covenant 
faithfulness. It has been asked, how can this be re* 
conciled with the 18th chapter of Ezekiel, and espe* 
pecially with the verse, which has been chosen for 
our text ? How can it be true, that the son shall not 
bear the iniquity of the father, nor the father the ini- 
quity of the son ; and yet the seed of the righteous 
be blessed, and the seed of the wicked be cut off, as 
it is declared it slmll be in the 37th Psalm ? Let us 
candidly and pr^yierfully attend to a solution of this 
difficulty. 

Although it be invariably true, tliat the soul that 
sinnetli, it shall die, and that one shall not bear the 
iniquity of another : Yet one man may be the means 
or intsrument gf making another a sinner ; or of caus- 
ing him tp continue to be such ; and in this way he 
may bring about his destruction. In this way, ' one 
sinner destroyeth much good.' How often it is said 
of Jereboam the son of Nebal, that he sinned and 
made Israel to sin. By means of Jereboam, the peo- 
ple of Israel departed from the Lord and went after 
idols. , According to the scriptural representation, 
he was the cause of their sin and destruction ; yet 
they were not destroyed for bis sin^ but for their own^ 
Pe led them astray, hut they followed ; else they had 
pot been charged with forsaking the Lord. Satan, 
t|ie prince of Uie devils, probably brought about th^ 
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revolt of all the other angels who fell ; yet they were, 
each one of them cast out of heaven Tor his own sin. 
Satan beguilcdEve, and she tempted her husband; 
yet each one wa^ driven out from the presence of the 
Lord for his own sin. 

This matter may be further illustrated by the con- 
nexion between Adam and his posterity. If our first 
parents had kept covenant with God, we should all 
have b«en benefitted by their obedience, and yet re- 
garded according to the cleanness of our own hands. 
We conld not have enjoyed the divine favor without 
personal holiness ; but tbeir perseverance in holiness 
would, according to covenant, have insured ours. 
By the fall, they broke covenant with 'God fort&m- 
selves and for their posterity. * By one man's dis- 
obedience many were made sinners.' By Adam's 
disobedience we have become sinners ; yet we are 
not punished for his sin, but for our own. But you 
will say, why does not the son bear the iniquity of 
his father; why do we not bear the iniquity of Adam ? 
Sin entered the world by one man, and death by sin, 
and death parses upon all ; for all are now become 
sinnerSj as much as if every one had stood in Adam's 
place^ and fell for himself. Let us try to familiarize 
this subject. Solomon in 1 Kings 8. 38. calls sin a 
plague of the heart. It is exceedingly contagious. 
Adam has spread it through his whole race. He be- 
gat a son in his own sinful likeness, and this likeness 
has been transmitted down from father to son. David 
says, he was conceived in sin. If a child takes the 
plague of his parent, he does not die with his parenf^s 
disease, but with his own. He dies with a disease 
like to his parent's, and a disease which he caught 
from his parent ; but still it is his own personal dis- 
ease, which kills him. Let us k^ep in view, that 
our plague is' sirty i. e. voluntary opposition to the 
most High God^ then our disease will not appear in- 
nocent. It is just in God to let us die, even etemaU 
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ly, with such a diseasfe as this, let lis take it whete wc 
may. And here we can see how wrong the j>ro*. 
verb was, * The facers have eaten sour grapes, and 
the children's teeth are set on edge.' Ttey meant^ 
OAir fathers sinned and we have to suffer for it, though 
we are upright. The truth was, they both ate sour 
grapes, both they and their fathers. It would lie 
wrong for children to suffer with their sinful parents^ 
if they did not partake with them in th^ir .sin. It 
would be inconsistent with impartial justice fbr God 
to niake us bear the misery of the fall, if we liad not 
also received the rebellious spirit of it. Arid it was 
right for God to connect with Adam's apostsO^y the 
loss of holiness in all his posterity. 

If there be any thing difficult in the divine con- 
duct in this nlatter, it is in so ordaining, that Adam 
should communicate his sinful nature to his childi^en : 
ipr surely we cs^nnot say, that it is any more unju^ 
to punish children when they are wicked, than to pii- 
nish their wicked parents. But where is there any 
injustice in this divine appointment^ that every thing . 
should produce its like ? God is under no oblig^*- 
tion, unless it be by express covenant, to preserve , 
any of his creatures in a state of holiness ; but he i& 
under a naturfcil obligation, to render those happy^ 
who remain holy. If God had been under a natui^al 
obligation, to preserve the holiness of his creature^., 
the fall of angels and of man would have been impose 
sible. Their fall tberefote proves, that God is under 
no such obligation to his creatures. In case our fir^ 
patients had remained obedient, would God have been 
under any obligation in point of justice, separate ftota 
an express covenant engagement, to have brought alll 
their children into the world in a state of hcJiness ? 
Is it not the natural prerogative of a Creator, to make 
such creatures as be pleases, if he does but treat each 
creature according to its nature and chamcter. If it 
had been so, that holy Adam ^ot^ld have had iitiholy 
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children, I caiinot see that there would be any injus- 
tice in their bein^ punished, i. e. treated accorditig 
to their character. Whether evil characters are form- 
ed by a divine efficiency, or a divine withdrawment, 
does not affect the subject before us. Whether it be 
one way, or the other, it makes no difference, when 
the character is formed. ' If God has a natural right to 
withdraw his special influence from holy creatures, 
and if the withdrawing will issue in their becoming 
sinfulj then God has a natural right to form, and suffer 
to be formed just such characters, as will be for his 
glory. The forming of characters is not a thing which 
is to be examined in the light of justice, though it may 
suitably be tried in the court of wisdom ; but the re- 
warding of characters already formed, is cognizable 
in the court- where justice priesides. There might 
have been a want of wisdom displayed in Ordaining 
it so, that the first pair remaining obedient, should 
have had a sinful and miserable progeny, or that 
becoming disobedient, they should have one holy and 
happy; but separate from aft. express covenant, I can- 
not sec, that either they, or their children could have 
complained of injustice : For, ini the ca^ supposed, 
God would treat every man according to his own 
work. If we do not grant that this prerogative, to 
form characters according to his own pleasure, be- 
longs to the great Creator, it will be difficult to re- 
concile with justice the original depravity of all the 
sons and daughters of Adam. All that are bom of 
woman, the man Christ Jesus excepted, begin their 
existence in a state of total depravity. We ought to 
feel blame- worthy, because we are ^i«/i//, even without 
taking into view that we, being in the loins of our first 
father, were once in a better state. 

We have been more particular in speaking upon 
the first covenant, because it is known, that some 
have thought the doctrine of original sin, coming a& 
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a. {rq^ ©I the; apostjicy, oIqut fir &t parents/ is ineonr . 
fii$t^|)j& \^i.th what is saici in tj^e; prophecy of Ez^^'^U. 
about th^ child's, not, beai;i4)g his father's, sjin. I h^ve^ 
aJ^iQt si^>pos€d, that if the covenant witb< A4wk for 
h^m^ptf 2|^ l)ib posterity werb to^ be prQperly micJ^F- 
afiaqd^ th^.^pyenaat with Abrahara ii^ bjl^s^lf ^i4^ 
hip seed,, and with otfeeii belicv^eK^. anji their sr^e4io 
vyio^ld b^^ greyly elucidated. A4^m's cpvepant Wia^ 
a f€der)24, covenant, an4i sq is AbrahanVs., T-hs cor., 
yea^pt with, Adami was. vmuaUy. this., Waik; be- 
ffor-e i|i^ ^nd b^ thou pyorfectv aQ|d>l will b^. Zr Qod i^iv. 
tptlaB^^ afld* thy seedafter. th^e,. inth^ir, gen<;ratiaQ${« 
"l^bdbs ii^tbe tenor and^o^<£^ qg thf^ covenant; wi^|i.< 
Alys^^ni, . tlptj), cqveQ4nts, 1^ i^p . good fpi; thf5 see^^ 
u{]^9lfa( c^i^iti^S: to he performed by tbeiv parent^ ;^ 
yetjoineitiiei, could, tlije seecfe cnjpy thp favpr of Godi. 
'^ijtelWlt per^i^al Ijioliness^, H^d| Adam kept, cove-, 
^JKV^rK we h^ve aepn- thgut the. consQqweoce WQuJp} ha^^er 
bi^eii, Jf^sohijcfeen wouJd, hjvye been perfect. AndoJS 
Aj^iiahftPf^ iit is, siidiby the.Most Hpgh,, ' tknow Wm* 
th^t hp will CQinpuqd hi§ chUdr^i. and his hpusehjC^: 
after hin),, and. fl^ sb^ keep the way? of th^ Lord*' 
There are two poiats^ of dilfereace ia the!^' covena&ts 
whi^h, npw Qccur ta.nxihd* Adam's cov^niE^nt not. be- 
i^^g ordained iOitht; hand^of a MediatoTy^proffered no- 
gopd tO; hi]:i(isell' or tp his^ children, on any coiidl^n: 
shprt^pf perfect obedience ; but in thq coyqn^nt m$^ 
WJWi.Abra^an^,. God pcomi3es gea,tgqodttio sinncrs^y 
^Orf^^cni and bf^lieve on his Sion J^esu^ Christ, la 
th^JirstiCQvenanty Adam CQuld not enjpy the divine 
fay or bimsejjy without doing, th^t, which would en- 
s^i^^re the happiness of hii> c/jilflrc;!; but. iFVth^. core^ 
uant of grace,. 4i3^ry. true believer wiUr t^e s^ed,. bi^t; 
it is not ^^ry true believer, vyhps?^. chiJldreA will bo 
saved with him* Though th^re ajce tlip^e, di|i|sin^Ha- 
rities*; .yet thie,cpvien.2^nt$ operate onthes^m^^genec^l 
prjinciple, of ^fcapin^g tl;ie diar^cter of the cbildfS^pordr. 
ing to that of the parent. It is only in view of the 
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^dMcm %f-t!ifc<ftiM *)«*fig shaped, \if fbe cWac- 
tef of the feiJtefr, ^htft i«lic cdttdtict of ^the fat^itr 
^^es the €N>tlny ^ ^Ms tfhild. Alik^HsMi'^ c)M)dren 
4c;oiilA ri6 ttiotehave^^ Lefrd Jbi- their <Jrod, <iv'}t^o^t 
fai* tod *t(b€J«5F€»n(5e ^fltan iiny Whctr 'cKlld^efi. And 
;h^ve ^t sefe *^*i&t ^tfse Woti(ins «he Phartsaic 3e^s 
ftad^rf this cove^ram, fe Aetimfeiof /okna«<l 6f Christ, . 
T*kcy ^sfay, « W^^ htfVfe AlrtFtfbain to 6m farther.' ^Fhey 
imttided *6 febVdrW^r aUfceii^ 4«ipiety •wi«h tbfe ^a*. 
tie ^ Abi*al*am»'S 't<J)itenaht. C1ffri.4t tdlte theiti, 'if 
yfe i<^€¥e A?brtfha*ft^ ^liHfAi-et^, ye Xi«ottM *!> tJie woi<ks 
^f Aibtafeaffiu' 'Th^fr bcihg xJesHit^te of Abr^Aam^s 
fa?* aitd wot^kfe ^ade it uiwuftaMe, ^h^ %\^y '^hduld 
^le^^^4tAel*^t ifn *thfe prbMises m«de 4)6 'Mfti -^^d fcis 
^efed. 

It >tWrtia »^ufll5> «be j asticfe tod jitftnty of <fi<fe Stipi^ine . 

Bcftftfg, if fee sf^ieii^a pi^us -pftrfefMs to tafce fheir "Yfiek- 

^d i^c^ftvdilfea dkftWren to ^heA'i*en. Pi«^H% pair^ts, 

Sft "th^ ext:¥ci^ of #ftfc5gl>ed tove «to ©ofl, ^rv^oaMiM)t 

*^siift. Btft iSfAdi ^rerits awty have gfeift dfesitts 

fotAhe'CfW^i^ersion of *htir 6tiiMreh : Tto:y Trt&y long 

tb1«t\^ iheth savfed, iiiSuch a ^v^' ^ to ^tftij^, ts 

Writl as ^^ G 64. And I illo *i6t iS6e wliy Gbfl may 

«Kil» wSlfebut Ifeit^nisMAg ^is ^«)«^, <ar «6nfi^dfeilfe'^ Ws 

trtt*)^ sol^ttin kSetlaf^iort^ in "ttiel^lk't aiid ebhtttt, 

fcondesfefeftd to Jjl^bmise l^fiWe^s^ %hofe *tt crfls Ms 

. j^wils, life i^mbs, hfe Mikteii owes, tfcat liie ^iH ^ti- 

ff ^feeih 5a these htfty longiftg^ after the ^sc^\s of *flidir 

aewr fclnkitei^. Anfl bt ^ssit!r«ed, tMsttatt pan^nts, 

^ttiat <h«pe we ^ionfe bePt *dfy longiiigi, fen^ *^ yeaY'A- 

*r>gs ^6ter yoLwt ^JMi^, to wMch God *wis iever 

4fteigned to tiiAe a p^^ise^ K&i-acete^s piettettts fmve 

flfeffislh 'desires, thitt their cMldt'eft inay not b6 s6nt to 

hell, b^ thattbey may be receive 4^ happin ess when 

they jdie* Such |>areAts, however, do not have «ear- 

^e^t desires that tketr diUdreD ma^ serve^ -please 

^d ffldrify the blesst*d Ood, to all ^ef ftity* fittt 

the friends of God will desire, that their children 

l»ay be saved to the praise of the glory of grace, — 
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' When the God of Abraham was manifest in the 
flesh and dwelt among men, he received into his arms 
and blessed all the little ones, which his pious friends 
brought to him for this purpose. Why is it not as 
consistent, that he should leave a standing promise 
with his church, that h^ will in all generations, bless 
all their children, which shall be presented to him in 
the arms of faith ? To excite the faith of parents, to 
rouse up all their attention, and maJce them wrestlers 
in prayer, and to engage them in persevering faithful-? 
ly in the holy education of their children, why may not 
Jie make a covenant, promising on his part, that he 
will add his blessing to their holy endeavors to disci- 
ple their children and bring them under the yoke of 
Christ ? Why may he not make a covenant, to be a 
God unto them, and also to tbeir seed after them^ and 
make parental faithfulness the condition of claiming 
the promise for the seed ? Why may he not to 
strengthen their faith in his promise^ and also tp seal 
their engagements concerning these precious imnior- 
tal souls, command some token to be placed upon 
the children, to seal the compact ? Did not the admi- 
nistering of the seal of circumcision to the children 
of Abral^am, and of other believers, imply some good 
promised to them for these sealed children ? Was it 
not so understood by the ancient church, and was it 
not so understpod by the apostle, when he declared, 
that the Jews had much advantage, and circumcision 
much profit every way ? And has not the administer- 
ing of baptism to the infants of believers in Christ 
been almost universally considered by the christian 
church, as a token of some blessings contained in the 
covenant of grace for our little ones ?* We have no 



* Thh eSseourse takes infant haf^lim for granted^ as the oljectors have 
tio controversy with the writer on this account* They agree with him in 
believing in the baptism of infants ; hut they thi^k he makes it mean tofi^-. 
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idea, that circumcision, or baptism, confers the bless- 
ings on the child ; but is it not a token, or seal of 
some blessing to be communicated to that child, 
'which is truly dedicated to God, and trained up in 
his fear ? Gpd cannot, consistently .with his holiness, 
receive children to heaven, merely because they are 
baptized , but why may he not promise the parent, 
who truly takes hold of his covenant, and, committing 
his infant into the hands of Christ, has him baptized 
with water-T— why may he not promise, that his child 
shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost ? This would 
not be saving a wicked child for the sake of the good- 
ness of his parent ; but it would be changing a wick- 
ed child into a good one, and so rendering him meet 
for heaven, and this in a way of covenant faithful- 
ness to his believing parent. Why may not the 
Lord promise such a blessing as this, as. well as 
^ fruitful field, increase of cattle and flocks and 
full stores, as an expression of his love to, and de- 
light in his obedient people ? This is expressly men- 
tioned among the other blessings promised to the o- 
bedient in the 28th chapter of Deut. * blessed shall 
be the fruit of thy body.' Bat Solomon says -^ A 
foolish (i. e. a graceless) son is a grief to his father, ' 
and bitterness to her that bare him.' From this we 
learn, that children, to become a blessing, must be- 
come pious. God's promise to bless the fruit of the . 
body must then include the blessing of grace. . In 
the 103d Psalm, it is declared, * The mercy of the 
Lord is from everlasting to everlasting, upon them 
that fear him, and his righteousness unto children'^ 
children, to such as keep his covenant.' Does not 
this put the children of godly, covenant- keeping pa- 
rents in a fairer situation for a blessing, than the 
children of those not in covenant ? It is said of the 
saints, that they, are the seed of the blessed of the 
Lord, and their oflFspring with them. This is never 
sajd of the offspring of the wicked If the children 
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-of 3|ibe wicked zpe fetessed, it 4s ttdt u t>o%ftmm bteais- 
«ig : Ht^ftce tfee force <crf ttfis e^ibortktibfi^ Oeut. 30. 
t9. ^ Clwo^ 6fe, ^batfe€«h thou ^nd ^y 9eed *fi»y 
live.' The? e is a *hf catdniiig in llie 4th dia^«er ^f 
Mcs* tt^liioh is the <>Miitierp«rt C3if jiftifis premisfe ; < Sfefe - 
y iwg tb&u bast ftw^otten -Ihc law ^af ihy <5c>4, 1 will «ftso 
forget thy htM/^m.'' ^ • 

ft is very evident, &em what has actuially taikfcn 
J3rl$ee., thtft parents,%mh good and bad, wt often ma^e 
»0 ^give a inorcd Cfontplexion *to tbfe character dF t!hdr 
children.. Tbfe is'evideht, not only in *ttie ^casetif 
Adaari and Abnfl^am, otf whom we Mt^e spdken "alrea- 
Ay, but tte Bame tru^ is displayed In the ^ase of 
'Cain and SfcfA, two sons of Adatn, and in the ease of 
E'satt ^nd Jacob, the two sfotostrf Isaac^ wlio gate 
^berafplex'idn to their desce dants for itfiany snecessiTC 
generations. Ham, one of the sons of Noah, brought 
a i»eproa€li «pon ^is posterity, which fe not wiped 
<)ff to the present day. The cutse pronounced upon 
Amal^ Exod. 17. 16. throwis light on this subject; 
* B^ause t*ic Lord hath sworn, that fee Lord w^fll 
have war wth Amalek from generatron to genera- 
tion.^ But ^p^y wouW the Lord hare war with Anrra- 
Ml 'frpm generation to generation ? Bfecause this gen- 
nation, which was now tipon the stage, had laiiA wait 
*M- Isripel in tl>e way when he came up 'from Ewpt. 
This generation gave character to ^tt the Bucceearng 
generations, awd the Lord had war with therti tiU 
tfoeir name was blotted orrt from tinker heaven i tind 
•aJI this was particularly designed, to mantfcst the ^- 
vine displeaswe against those, who laid wait for Is- 
rael 4n the wilderness. 

Thetru^now under co^sMeration b strikingly 
lilu^rated and proved, by the present state cS* wt 
JSeKvisli natioh. The Jews of the present generation 
ieel the weight of that imprecation, ' His btoodbe att 
Vs and on cur children ! > Tbey are putrHhed for tlheir 
mm «ins, JEach ^nersnion fpBowsi lihe $teps of thi? 
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oive ^vbich has gone befbre*-^a{>proves its savings, andr 
crucifies, the Son? ©f God afr^j^h. Hcye b. a clear and 
aptual iUu&ti^^on of that wluchha^ been so difficult 
to: m^y,, viz.; God's v^iting, the iniquities of the fa- 
thers ugpr^ the children* That these unbelieving Jews, 
da not gpu to hell fpr their jfathers sin^, will be seen. 
by. and by-,, when the present,, or samesucceediiig ge- 
nffr^oa shall turn unto the Lord. As soon as tbia 
takes^pkce, the curse will be taken off, ^nd the Jews, 
Mduph. have been, brokea off,, will be gpaffedag^in in- 
to, theix own ollye tree, aod will, witHuss partake of 
all the root and fatness of the olive i Kom. 11, As 
sopn as tbe. cujcreut ofiniqyuity ceases to Bow, God 
wiUcea^e^to.visiftthe iniquity of thefatfier^s upon/ the. 
children, whe.therit be in, the fourth,. third, seccnxjy; 
or* evea first genQcatian:- Therefore, as sooaas the. 
J4;ws shfiU r«t|4rau»t?Q him from whom they have: so* 
long. reyx^Hed, not only- the Gei]itik church will open, 
her bjBispnj^jpyftiUy to receive, them (for to her it will 
be like life from, the. dead;) hut the Saviour himselfr 
wilW with alLrwdiness,. embrace themjand giV^ them, 
afs.gppd a.pj^ce in hU family, as if their fathers had 
nofc crujcified him* . This will show plainly, that it isf 
their own and' nojL their iather's sii>, which now causes 
the s^pacatiou betweea them and Christ. Yet it i^ 
mos^.manitest^ that it is^ a juJi/:uz/ blindness andhard- 
nes;^^ heart) whicht has happened to Israel. God ia^ 
cv.idef>tly manifesting his. infinite displeastu'e against 
the murdeiiens of Christ, by swfiering^^dr posterity,, 
for such a cfli^r^e. of geiierations, to- continue in unbe- 
lief, a;nd tg. be scattered around the world, as^a hiss^ 
a prov^b- aod a by^r4vord^. In the latter day glory,, 
^hejatbe Jjeopje ^hall turn to- th& l^rd,, they shall 
gt^ye. hifi" feitbfutoess to hi* prxJimises, as they now 
prav,e \)^. sev«it5f m executing, bis thf e9.tenings* It 
wiUrtJieai'be ex^tmpiified, by the unii^tj^upteji des-. 
cjBDtcif th<el)kssing, a*, ijtb no^wby thedesce^it oC 
the c^se. % comparing Isa, 59« 2Q, 21, with Kom-. 
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11. 26, 27, it appears that the prophet is speaking of 
the conversion of the Jews at the Millennium. At 
that blessed period, this will be true : * As for' me, this 
is my covenant with them saith the Lord : 'My Spirit 
which is upon thee, and my words which I have put 
in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor' 
out of the mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth 
of thy seed's seed, saith the Lord, from henceforth 
and for ever.' A careful attention to this scripture, 
w ill reflect gr'eat light upon the covenant, which God 
made with Abraham, which indeed is the gracious 
olive in w hich believing gentiles now flourish, and in- 
to which the returning Jews will be re-engraffed. In 
the Millennium, and not till then, the blessings of this 
covenant will be realized in their full extent. The' 
covenant, through the unfaithfulness of parents, and 
the consequent disobedience of children ^ has run out 
of some branches of families, in which it has once 
had place. The covenant was in the family of Abra- 
ham^ but its blessings did not descend to the genera-' 
tions of Ishmaer§ posterity ; nor to those' proceeding 
from the sons of Keturah. This was the case of 
Esau and his posterity, though he. w^as the son of a 
covenant father. After a while, ten of the sons of 
Israel with their generations were broken ofl" from the 
church ; and soon after our Saviour's advent, the other 
two tribes, a few excepted, were broken off. Thus, 
the covenant kept departing out of the mouth of the 
seed, and the seed's seed ; but in the good days which 
jcre coming, it will be directly the reverse ; then it 
will not depart out of their mouth, i. e. they will be 
real and not hypocritical professors ; it will not de- 
part out of the niouth of their seed ; which is ais tnuch 
as to say, their children shall all be taught of God ; it 
will not depsrrt out of the mouth of their seed's seed, 
thenceforth fSttvev: This is a declaration, that their 
children's children will be pious, and that thriscfrder 
of things Will continue for a longtime, if' not to the' 
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ircry end of the world. And let it be noticed, that 
all this good is communicated by virtue of God^s co-, 
venant; * This is my covenant with them, saith the 
Lord*' ^ Now,^ there will be ho new covenant made, 
i^th the church in the Millennium. It will seem to 
be new^ by being more strictly kept, and byit» bless- 
ings being inuch more fully realized: But the same 
tovenam has ex isted all along, and it is wholly our. 
fault, that we do n<>t now so keep it, as not, only tQ 
prevent it from departing but of our mouth, but also 
6ut of the nMiith of our seed. 

/ Til the Millenitium, when the blessings shall des- 
icend so uninterrtipttdly, from generation to genera-: 
lion; the children of the pious will not be saved with- 
jpirt personal piety* Godly parents will not then take 
their uhgodly children to heliven ; but godly parents^^ 
will then be enabled to travail again in birthi for th^ir , 
childreil , thtil Christ be forrned in their souls* The 
faithfulness of these holy parents will issue in the 
satiation oi tht\r children, because it will issue in the 
holifiess of their children; and this altbgether through 
the mercy of God. I say altpgether through the tner^ 
r)^ of God; for it is not Supposed, that parents, by 
2say means, merit such Infinite^ and eternal blessings 
for their children. They do not merit their own sJEtl- 
vation ; mech less caii. they merit any thing iot 
otheris. It is? all free, unmeritted mercy, that GeS has 
.fever promised. any :blessing;s to parents for their chil- 
dren^ especially that he should say, I wijl be a God 
to your seed after you. It is all of mercy that God ha$ 
established any connexion between A pious educa^ 
tion, and the. piety of children; that he has said^ 
< Train up a child in the way ht should go, and when 
ht is old he will not depart Jrofn it^ After this mer- 
ctftil establishment, it is all of mercy, if parents are 
enabled to train their children up in the. way they 
. should go. But what we maintain is this^ that if they 
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are enabkd to he faithful to their children (vyhicti is 
a possible case) God is under obtigatioo, by hia own 
gracious piromise, to bless the childten^ ^^d keq;i 
them from departing from the ^ood ^vay, in which 
^ey are trained up. I know h^m, said the Qod of 
Abraham, that b^ will command hi& children and 
household alter him, and they shall keep th^ .way of 
the Lord* Is this making parents the saviours of theii^ 
children, in any way« which derogates from the Im* 
ilor of the divine Saviour 3 \X. is only making tbeni 
the instrumental, and not the meritorious or ibf&oient 
eause 6f good to their children. It also supposes that, 
As ins^mcnts, they derive ^11 their sufficienc.y from 
Christ. In this sense, the scripture represents min- 
isters as saving their hearera. Take heed to thyself 
and to thy doctrine, said an aged apostle to a young 
minister, that thou mayest sa'oe thyself and them it ho 
hear thee. But, said the same apostle, we have thb 
treasure in earthen vessel^, that the excellCTcy of the 
pDw«r may be of God, and net of us. 'What is here 
spoken of the perfect dejiend^nee of ministers is whol- 
ly applicable to the ca^e of parents ; * the excellency 
!i»f the powqr is of God and not of them. I beg that 
t may nbt be misunderstood, or midrepresenled in 
this important point. I repeat the sentinient, patenfe 
k do pot merit any thing for their children^ And yet 
parents may do tkit for their chtiden, to which Cod 
.has promised the gif|: of a new heart and etemnl life. 
A poor man,' who. lives whcdly upon charity:, may 
have a promise, thatif he wilLdaUy came, as a beg- 
^v, to the door of a certain rich and benevolent man, 
he shsdl always receive si^oient supplies for him- 
self and his needy childn^n. This manhaq a promise 
of a support for himself and bis children ; upon the 
easy condition of being a daily beggar sut the door of 
one, who giveth liberally and upbcaideth not ; y^t 
ij^ho would infer, that the beggar support^; hiimself 
and lamily^ by bis own earnings t Let this be appli- 
ed to the case before- usr ' 
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Sotm hartre thought that the mttter has teem <Jamed 
Mb fsir^ ivfikcn it hte b^ti said^ that if parent9.were 
t6 be filithftil in ke^jping covenant, as it resptet^ tiieta- 
ddties^ ^d tiieir diildfen^ ail their cbHdrm v)tuld be 
s^a^ed. it i& Buppobcd by thosci, who intake tbi9 db- 
jet^tbti^ that the £iithfu|ne$$ of parents would issue 
in the salvliiion of ^anw of t$^ir children. But if Mr 
text stsifld^ m ofopoBition to the one seAtitnent^ it does 
to tfe othcn If aie salvation oidiVihok family^ through 
the toVeiiant established with the head of it, be iu- 
cmrsUkTilit with G6d's treating dver^ man accord- 
ing td Ht Kf^n and not his Other's character^ then the 
s^i^litrn of M^ ehitdi in a covenant wfcy, wbuld be 
eqiudly inc6fl%isteht. If th^ris is^atiy pron^ise to pfa- 
thtii^i thdi ixxf of their children shall be siVed^ on any 
«&lf)dltib» I if that condition ii fulElled on their pait^ .1 
do nbi see ^y the promise does not eitti^nd to all their 
ehildrehi The eoVtoant runs thub, * I wiU be a Qod 
to thee ^d l\if ht^ after thee. ' The promise is to you 
tod tdyau^ thitdi-env the seed of the bkssed ol* the 
Lotd and tliieir olfeprihg with theth. Blessed shall 
bb tJte Mit (tf thy bbdy. Hei^e obs*rv6, the bleis- 
Iflg is tb fh^ ^}tdi the, cMdnn^ tht offhprin^ attd tic 
frUii of their btjfdj. D6e8 not this include dll the chil- 
4r^ti dfedttii^m iee]^ing parents f Thtfe is hotbing 
^d iti thi^ tovenint ab6\!it dividing tfaetn. But it is 

thod^ht by Htmtj that Pmit, in bis epistte to the Ro- 
ftiaiis^ ihd in hig epistle to the Galatf^ns^ ekpkinii the 
K»mter, ip dd ib ftvean only, ai ^^art pf^ the seed. W« 
kjbkh6Wl&d]^6, thiEtt the apostle explains it in such ^ 
imiiAet^m Make itevidentv that none 6f the iihtu* 
M ^ed of believers Will be sav^dv unless ttey be- 
(ibtAc believetfc them$elvea ; antt that just sc3f mnj of 
6f tHe chlldteii if }>elieve#s will b^sivedi ab hMBGome 
lihited id Clirist by & living feith, fthd n6 moit . ' This 
iffit iiSd ih oM^t to eiit olF all do^iendence on z%,' 
i^l^al j[ii^vileg^^ intrbduee Aisoul in* 

to the kirt^dbttti of heaveit* Ndthittjf short of per,- 
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sonal holihess will prepare any one to ' 4weU ii^ 
the presence of God. , But did the apostle say» that 
God had" made no promises to those parents, who 
commanded their children and households after them, 
that their children should keep the way of the Lord ? 
But again it Will be urged, that fact proves the 
blessing of the covenant to be confined to a part of 
the seed of believers. Isaac, Eli, David and a great 
many other dear servants of God, had very w)6ked 
children. It is granted, that fact proves, that there 
are no covenant blessings for chil<kcn$ or that pious 
men n^ay fail to obtain those blessings, by their fail- 
ihg to keep that part of the covenant, which respects 
the education of their children. A number of scrip* 
tures"' have been brought into view, which seem to 
promise blessings' for the children of those, who keep 
CQveiiant. These promises must not be trifled with, 
and treated as' if they meant notiiing. Let God be 
true, if every man i's made a covenant breaki^r. W^ 
do not suppose, that the ftxere existence of piety in ^ 
parent, insures . the piety of his^seed. It. is said in 
the 1 I2th Psalm, \ Blessed is the man who feareth the 
Lord, who'delighteth greatly, in his commandments-; 
bis seed shall be mighty upon the earth.' But it will 
be said, that David was one, who delighted greatly in 
God^s' comtrtaildments ; yet he had an Adonijah and 
an'AbsolomV ' It is Required in the. covenant, that in 
order to obtain the blessing of God upon our children, ' 
we should be very faithful to tbentj and do all in our 
p6wer, to keep out those obstructions, which tend 
to hinder their religious education. Some good men 
are extremely inattentive to this important branch of 
practical religion. This was a very notorious fau^t 
in good Eli. And it is pretty evidfcnt, that David wa^ 
quite deficient in the government of his house. Con« 
cerning Adonijah, it is said, his father had not dis- 
pleased him at any time, in saying, why hast thoiji 
4one so I TI4& is about as much as to say, that 
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' David kad no aiUhotity, at least, over this child.-r 
The roduind reproof give lyisdoni,. but a child left tp 
himself bringeth his mother tq shame* The Mo^t 
High, by pr<^iosing to godly parents, to bless their 
children, provided they most industriously and prayer- 
fully traini them Hp in^wisdom's ways^-^no doubt, de- 
signs to excite their mqst eai^nest . attentioa to thi^ 
duty. If then^ godly parcjUs stre quite; reipiss in this 
thing, it woukL give to^ much countenance to their 
sloth and neglect^ if the blessing should still c6n\p 
jpn sJl their children. We could here ren^ark, that 
probably one reasQo why the pious patriarchs and 
kipgs, with all their eminency in religion, saw nq 
more piety in their families^ was, because they did 
not confine, themselves to one wife, which we are 
taught, MaK 2. 15, is the way to seel; a godly seed. 

Infinite Wisdom has seen fit so to order it, that 
this gracious and infinitely rich covenant, should hi- 
therto be, but imperfectly understood, and that through 
unbelief and unfaithfulness, the blessings' of it should 
be drawn out in but a siiiall degreie ; but this does 
not alter the nature of |he covenant, nor does it prove 
but that it is charged with a shower of blessings, 
which is about to be pQured out upon the world. The 
children, which^rey^ to ^e born, shall arise and praise 
God for siich a poyenant. 

We shall now, at the'close of this discourse, pre- 
sent in pne point of view, the leading ideas, which 
have alr^^^dy been exhibited. * l^ow, of the things 
which we/ have spoken, this is the sum.' 
. First. It is acknowledged, that the text, with the 
context, clearly holds, forth, that it would be incon- 
sistent for God to punish the innocent, or clear the 
guilty, let them be related to whom they may. In dis- 
tributing rewards and punishments, God always re- 
gaxds the personal character o{ thosQ f whom he re- 
wards and punishes. Even thbse who are saved 
through the merit of Jesus Christ, will be treated ?^c» 






r^ 



1^8 



A SES^tf ON JBY 



cording tb theit own ptvstmsl ch^auer % y^t ilit M- 
liorttingtd theif own ^ersortal deteru M the rights- 
aui will be rewarded, and dlthe wfcAerf will be dri- 
ven into hell j yet the^e rightfoaa do not deserve any 
reward ; for ^bey i^tti9<? sinncdifc 

SECO|f i)L Y. From the view whioh wfe have takp 
of this ^libject, it is alsaelcaf^ that thdiigh it bej»- 
eonsisteht for God to punish the ittaocsttt; or ckAr 
Ihe pX\\U\ yet it is consistent with his clniracter, 4» 
a Holy Govern6r, to suffer 6w, cr^jatxbe t6 h^ th^ 
Itteans 6f mining; another, by emiiing arid fading 
111411 iiito sin, iis in the cas^ of Satafi t^mptii>g oUr first 
parfcttt^, and Jer6bokm rtiakit^fe tsta^l i^ sfiu It is U^ 
soaai eofasist^nt, that one man' iili<>aMbfe an jtottmnept 
iif doing another, great go'd, and of #awTOg l>im to 
God, . Paul was ^entte' open Wlrid^yes; and turn 
itlen ffote sStai^ toGdd. IHo^gh ^heapo&tk could 
iiot r^;me unconverted m^n to the kingdom of heave^i ; 
yet he Was the instrument, which the tHi^l^ God, 
tised to cdhvert tfidny froni the error >f their Wy^i 
by which tliey Were prepared unto gt^ry. Mai| was 
the ihsitrurtient ; but the powcir Wai^ of Godv * 

TKinity. We have shown, that 6rpdi rAightv pone- 
sJstently With his infinite i*egdrd to justice v inakc:^tet 
tiseof parent^, to st atrip the cbaracter dftbeif chifdirciti 
and yet the children be treated a6c6rdirif^ to theik" mvft 
chslracter. It has, Ithi^t, becri rfiade to ^pp<&^y <hat 
this ^as the tenor of tlie covenant 6f Wotks, which 
it^as made witlr the first parents of WanKififd'. J Bjr 
one man's disobedience, rating w<irc im&^ tanners* 
In donsequerice 6f the fall 6f our federal Head,' wear^ 
Mi imputed sinherii^ but real ptfsdndl sinners ; cffid be* 
iCatisc wi are real sinners, we dli^iiVe to be puflished 
for our QVil nature, and our dvi^n tra'fisgr^ssleiis. 
' FotrRtHLV. In this view 6f riiiitters, it isti\bughl 
jTOt to be ihconsi^erit with thfe truth cortfearied ih thi' 
f e3^t, to suppose that God. has promised those p^ti^ciits; 
wbd givetlieir children to him in faith, si^afiAK ilicm 
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'wUh the token of hi$ gracigus covenant j aiwl who di- 
ligently bring tb?tp wp in the nurture and admonUipn 
Qf thp Lord, tfcajt he will po^i^out his spirit upon their 
35eed, sind bis ^te§3ing upqn ^eir offspring (l?ftifth 
44, ) and sq itiEU^Jtestheni with their pioui^, &ithfitl pa- 
rents, heirs together pf the grace pf life. We npt only 
think that such a covenant might cQnsi*tentlyl>e n^^de ; 
but thftt there is abundant proof froni the scriptures:* 
that such 1^ cpvenant is made* This it is conceived, i$ 
the rery spirit P? the covenant made with Abn^m, 
the fsither of tKe faithfuL In the 17th chapter o£ 
Genesis, iehovAh prpmisejs to be the God of Al>rahai3ix 
land of hi* seed » and in the lath chapter 19th verse* 
be speaks pf Abr^ha|ns*$ faithfulness i^svitng in. the 
piety of bi)»0hildren, and a^s being the condition up- 
qxi. ^vhich he. WPUld bestow promised bles^i^g?. A\\ 
theproitjisrs^i ^ade tP the frieifds of Clod, oi Wes^inqj 
fteujt in theix $^ed, children ai^ pff^pringr nre built 
upon ihe plan* which bi^been just now exhibited, t 
cunnot but think, that it is in view^'of a mutual en^ 
gsigement between the most merpiful God and beliey.. 
J®g» godly parents (fqr none others ever^did sincerely 
covenant with God) in which tb^ engage to bring 
up their children fqt God, and ^ that H^ engages, \n 

case they do so, be will Wess their ehUdrejti wiA >$av^ 
i^ilesmgs, I that it is in view of such ^ cpvenanw 

infauit circumcisipfn. and ihfant baptisev have elf t/mr 
significati^ and impiirtanc^f^ . 

FwxKi'Y, It is thought, tbftt this view of tJie tm- 
xtexion between parents and children, inwjiich parents 
are consi<lered> m giving complexio*^ to the ebar*icter 
of their cJaWren, not. only clears tki^ dJvlnci Beinjs 
firow^ the iniputatipn of iftjus^tipe, but th^t it tery glo- 
rion$ly ci^hibits his infinite regju'd tp holifiess* s^rid bis 
perfect ef^psiUpn tp sin. Since Gad is tbp Sow- 
^eign Potter* hp h^fc^ ;^ most itndoul^*d right <o maie 
vessels of hww pr pf dishnuor^ gfs it seenieth good 
in his sights What a I^Mpf did b^- gn^e A*^^ of hi» 
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ihfinite complacency \n moral goodness, by assuring 
him that bis obedience atone should infallibly sec^iro 
holiness andhappiiiess to the countless millions which 
should proceed from his loins. What a proof alsd 
has he given of his ihfinite hatred of moral evil, by 
causing one sin to pluiige them all into a state 6f riiiri. 
There is nh wrong done to his posterity ; for tlid 
state of ruin intd which we are plunged is also a stitc 
of sin ; indeed, this is the thing in which our ruirii 
very milch consists: , Again, what a proof did God 
give of hispleasediiess with Abraham^s feith, by his 
promise to him of building tip the church in his fami- 
ly. Why did God build u|) his church ih the feniily 
of Abraham, rather than in the family of Abimelech,' 
who was a cotemporary with thfe patriarch ? Was 
It not evidently to manifest, that through ChHstv 
God accepted 6f the f^ith 6f Abrahatn, and disap^ 
proved the unbelief of Abimelech ? The Go<! df Istael 
also manifested a peculiar delight iti David, in dis- 
tinction from Saul, by setting his son upon the throne 
after him. And since the Most High had an origi- 
nal right to make the descendants of Ham, -sef Van ts 
to their brethren, was there not Wisdom in this being 
done ih a tvay of a curse upon their progenitor ? In this 
w^y there is ah infinite stigma placed upon his want 
of filial respect for his father; also, this sin in all 
Others is made to appear exceedingly sinful. The fa- 
ther has given a^much fuller dispfey of his displeasure 
with the criicifiers of his welUbeloved son, by entail* 
ing their sin and Wretchedness On s6 many geh€fd> 
tions, profeeedihg from their loins," than h^ wotiTd haVe 
done, had he only punished them in their bwrt per- 
sons.. Oitr children are dear to us all^ npbeihit we be 
frends or enemies i6 religion. Keeping thb truth in 
view, we cnn all see, that GpA gives a st^il^lng proof 
bf his love of obedience^ and hatred of rebellion, by 
telling the one, that he will bless, and the other that 
he will cufrse the fi^uit of their bodyi 
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"The representation which Has been given^ in the 
i^st of these two discourses, of the morale as well as 
natutai relation between parents and childrea, will no 
doubt, Appear to soihe extravagant, and .of a dangeiv 
Otis' teudencyw If it appeared so to me^ I coUld .not^ 
•ivhha clear conscience^ tuake such a represeotatioAy. 
But the representation appears to me, not onlyscrip- 
•tural> but highly important, and the less it is under- 
$tdOd^ the more necessary it seetns to be, that it should 
be raad^ public. Let me ask^ what is the ddiigerous 
•tejidancy uf this sentiment ? Is it not calcula^d to 
Itiake parents '(all of whom have natural aS&ction iot 
their children) look about them, when they find,, that 
they do, in an inlportant sense, hold in their han^s tb^ 
eternal destiny of the offspring of their own bowels ? 
Will pious parents be Itss determined, that for them- 
selves and their house they will serve the Lord ; that 
they will command their children and their household 
after them, by being told, that^ if they do so^ God 
will bless their children, and incline their hearts by his 
free spirit to walk in wisdom's ways ? This will, it 
is presumed, above any things stir up parents to live 
holy lives and to be faithful to their children. 

Will it do any thing towards making Ungodly, 
prayerless parents feel easy in their sinful course, to 
read, that the curse of the Lord is upon the bouse of 
the wicked, and that the seed of evil doers shall not 
be renowned ? These curses, which the scripture de- 
nounces on the children of those, who are out ot 
Christ, are calculated to operate powerfully to deter 
them from going on in impenitence. 

To the children of unbelieving parents 1 have a 
%vord to say ; your case is by no means hopeless.— « 
There is not an unalterable connexion between the 
state of your parents and your own. There is a no- 
ticeable distinction in the second commandment, be- 
tween God's visiting the iniquities of ungodly parents 
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6n their diitdren, and hisshowkig^ m^rcy unto tM 
children of those who love him and keep his conoC- 
mandmentsv Take ilito view all that has been sai^, 
and you ihnst be convinced, that if you- die,, it will 
be fot* yottf oirn sin and inipenitencew If you see 
y6ii)r father'^s sin, and do not the like, but turn unto 
God wfth fomr hearts, you shall not die^ you shall 
shurely live* 

Let the children tff the pious feel the necessity of 
personal piety. Your parents nmst leave you behind 
them, when they go to glory^ if you do not hear their 
counsel and folio *v their example in this, the day of 
your peace : for witlK)ut holiness no man shall see 
the Lord« 
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•NATUllE AND POWER OF TRUTHi, 

ILLUSTRATSD IN 

TWO DISCOURSES, 

DAVID PORTER, 

J;4STOR OF THE FKESBYTERIA« CKUKCH IM CATtKIVI'y »• ^TPf*- 

S E R M N I. 

John xyiii. 39* 

Pilaie mtb ttnto.iim, wbat U inab P 

* 

'. A'FTER lesius was apprehended by Judas Iscs^riot,' 
ibe was first 4>0!idiicted to Annas, father-in-law to 
Caiaphas, who was high priest that year^ In the ne:xt 
place, Jesus was bound and led to the palace of the 
high priest himself. Caiaphas, im^iedlately, entered 
into conversation with him, re^pectii^g his disciples 
and doctrine. It was the intention of the high priest, 
that Jesus should be .condemned and crucifi^; he did 
not, therefbi;e proceed tp tiy -him, "because the Jews 
imd no s^ithQiity^ip any case, to inflict capital pu- 
nishment.' Jrom Caiaphas's p^ce, the chieif priests 
removed Jesu^ to Pilate'^ judgment-hall. It will be 
recollected, that aft this time Judqa was ^a Roman 
province, of which JPUatc was go%';epr>or. JJo sooneit^ 
]md the chief-priests surrendered up Jesus into the 
hands of Pilate, th^ ^e w^nt put and cp4ftn;ed 
with them.; for they did. not themselves enter int6 
the judgment-hall, as to tread on the floor of an 
^ncircumcised hes^heh, they conceived would dis- 
j^aUfy them to cat the passover/which ^vas thejj 
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approachit^* Pilate asked them, wbat accusation 
they had against Jesus, whom they had delivered 
bound to him* They identified no specific charge 
against him at first ; but replied, that had he not been 
a malefactor they should >^<^* have ciwnmenced the 
prosecution against him. Pilate then told them to pur- 
sue the process in their own way, and according to 
their own law. The chief priests replied, that their 
authority did not extend to the talcing of life, which 
they hoped might be the verdict against the prisoner* 
Pilate then left them and returned to the. judgment- 
hall ; and now commenced the most interesting trial 
eyer witnessed Ijy these heavens, and this earth ! 

The incarnate God. wa§ the prisoner at the bar I 
The inhabitants of both, worlds were spectators of 
the scene ! Consequences as eventful as eternity, were 
suspended on the isstliri of this trisil ! 

The first question^ Pilate asked Jesus, was, wheth- 
er he was king ©f the Jews^ To this Jestis^ did not 
|;ivc a direct r^ply. Pilate had iinqiieiistionably be^ii 
ihfofnied that Jesuit made this claim, and if by tliig 
|ie meant to assume the authority p( a temjioral priticQ 
it would amount to treason against Csesarahd %id, 
Roman jgov^rment knd sdbject hinf to cskpifal p^ni 
Ishmeqt, -Christ'^s answer to Pilate *s qtsestion i^n 
this : ^sqycsithpu tbh thing of tfystflf^ ordiddtbev^ 
ieltit thee of fnc't By this Jestts inquired, whether 
Pilate asked the question for his dwh satisfiict$<dh). m 
because of any slispicion he hiirtidf had of Jfe^s*- a^ 
$uming temporal dominibh; or whetlifer the acGt«a-. 
iiioin was from his prbsecutofs; Klate perfectly tim 
cJerstpod him and replied iii these^ words; Alb i% 
Je\y \ iiitimatihg that he was hot, and that dli^iligliiii 
regency in the province, he b^d tieveir fouiid lest^ 
disloyal to . the goyernment ; tiiat th« ^ecQ^tlieh ilWrt 
from his own nation; that lie acted tinfjf as jtdgie» 
^d wished lesus to infoi'm ^m reacting the fkeCi 
pf which he stood accused. Upon this lei^^s rcj^ltis 
^HH decUion, an4 tqlls Pilate thjit his kingdom was 
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rKjtctf iBb;i!r^^t^;. that he never assumed princely 
aiktkorityt nor ifrtermcd4le<l with the affairs of civil' 
government* And to as^iire Pilate of this fact, qb- 
dervQs fi!k^het, tibajt if his. kir^om h^ ibeen of this 
vrcuidy his 9fr!v:ants,woald have fought, and that he 
^ouid not, bave been broijght, without resistance, 
tar that tribunal* Pilate naw adnjiits, that jesqs claim-f 
ed.]^^ tempoml piren^tiyes^ but is. iuquisitive to 
fcfK)Wv %thfther hq was i^ king over any kingdom^ 
J^iasit' iMmLa king^pm over which thou presidest oC 
anjr description ? Jesus answers, * thou say€st» that. 
Earn a. kmg»' or thpu niayest say in truth, that % 
am! fcingf ; ind . g^v^rnor oC the whole universe ; and[ 
adds., fc»r thtS! end, or because I sustain this ex-. 
siSueA charaoter^^ wi|s I born, that I should bear tes-. 
ttinony t6 the truth; on which my kingdom rests ^ 
^nd theiL Asaerls, tjj^t every po^i who is of the truth, 
WHI hear ibis yoioc or give the fullest credit to his 
deciabra^ions* Upon, this Pilate asks the questiotii^ 
^^ WJmt h truth ?' and then as if enveloped in the full 
blabe of tr^itdfi it$elf^ retires from the judgment-hall, 
and informs the Jews^ that he found no fault at all xxs 

What I sliaU Jitjtempt at this time, will be an ap* 
pc6priftte answer, to Pilate^s last question, * JVhath 

cTbat yo^r m^lds ipo^y h^ assisted in this interest* 

kig fiiifbjeec, l/shaJl, 

L Show,~wJte( we. ar^ to understand by tjruth in 
IReftritenoi ^thii question. AtA^ 

U; Boinit; cout \ts^ nuture and i^Sects. 
J . li I . ^hftUr shew, wh^t we> ^^e to understand . by 
truths iflrfefeWKi* to thf qiiestipp., V If^bat k truth V / 

There ia^ruk of jright in the x^tu^-e of things pri^ 
or. even la Ibfi ^ng^pra^ipiBof an express Jaw, tq 
whicbidl tiioritl brings arf obliged to conform^ Mor^ 
;d oUig^(^n is ^H:)unded.intbe differ met betweeqf 
ri^ a^Nil ^mf^% which exists, necessarily; and trutt^ 
f^eu in the widest sense^ is t^ie exposition of th^ 
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difference exactly as it exists, in the mind o^ thevW 
finite God. The divine law is a perfect rule; draWi- 
Jng an undcviating line between virtue and vice, 
requiring that we love the one and hate the other, ac- 
cording to the difference existing between them in 
the nature of things. ^The law of God is said to he 
holy, just and good, because it explains and enjoiti^ 
obligation according to the eternal and unerring ^saiidr. 
ard of rectitude. To this unalterable standard, a^ 
moral beings in the universe are, and will be forever,; 
under obligation to conform. In this reject th^^ 
is no difference between God and his cireatu^s. The 
moral excellence of Petty consists ijn his di^ipositio^ 
invariably to regard this eternal and uncreated staler 
ard of right. In his word, God frequently appeal^ 
to this standard in vindicating the rectitude of hi$ 
administration in the government of the world* God 
speaks in Micah. vi. 5. * my people what have I 
done unto thee ? and wherein httve I wearied thee ?^ 
Testify against me.' Hesubi^Us his conduct to be 
approved by his creatures, only as it coincides vwitl^ 
what is fit and right in the nature of things*' ^ 

Neither does God criminate creatures, only as 
they violate moral obligation^ God and his crea- 
tures are bound to do right by one and the same ruler 
If it should be imagined, at first thought, that God 
is not duly revered by conceiving him bound to do 
right, it might be asked, whether he would not be 
dishonored, upon. the contrary supposition? If God 
were pot boynd to do right, would he refer his crea* 
turesto the nature and fitness of things in the vindi* 
cation of the equity of his ways ? It is the glory of 
God that he implicitly adheres, in all Ms aets, to the 
standard of moral excellence, and his obligation thus 
to do, explains the reasonableness and authority of his 
law. God's law is reasonable, not simply because it 
fs Ai^law; but because it is* excellent, and in its owa 
ijature conformable to the eternal standard of recti- 
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ttide. God's law is binding on us, not becaase we 
are commanded to yield obedience to it, but because 
his commandment is in itself right. The mouths of 
the wicked in jkhe other world will be stopped, and they 
become guilty before God, because he will convince 
them, that the extent of his vindictive displeasure is 
conformable to the same fitness, as the law they had 
violated* God will not punish the wicked like an arbi« 
tr^iry despot, because he has more power than they ; 
but because he is under an eternal obligation thus to 
do, from which he cannot ^ep^rt, without forfeiting 
.his holiness. To say this of the ever-blessed God, is 
' vastly more honorary to his character, than to con- 
ceive him above such obligation. If we should say, 
Goid is above the eternal rule of right, and is not ob- 
liged to conform to it, no reason can be given to 
make it certain, that his adherence to this standard 
will be uniform. If we should say, that moral obli- 
gation does not arise from the necessary and immu- 
table difl^ence between right and wrong, we must 
admit) that it rests;on some other foundation. And 
if on any other, it must be the revealed l^w. The 
revealed law of God is, that we should love him 
with all our heart, and our neighbor as ourselves^ 
To this law it is our indispensable duty to yield obe- 
dience^ and for this reason and no other, that it is fit 
and right in the nature of things. Supposing God 
should create another world, and furnish it with a 
. superior order of intelligences, and should make a law 
enjoining them to commit murder and suicide, would 
it be right in them to regard this law ? It certainly 
would not^ and for this plain reason, it would be con- 
trary to what is right in the nature of things. It is 
impossible for Ood to change vice into virtue, or vir- 
tue into vice^ Sin is wrong in its own nature, and 
it is inlpOssible for God to make it otherwise by a 
law# , . It is hence evident^ that law is not the ground 
Ojf moral obligation ; but moral obligation the ground 
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^f kw, since law is no farther binding, than it is right 
and fit hi the nature of things* To say that God can^* 
not destroy the standard of moraUobligati^n, is say- 
ing no more, than that he cannot do wrongs and' say- 
ing that he is under this obligation, is saying no less, 
than that he i^ infinitely good. 

Wc are now prepared to answer Pilate's qucstidn^ 
* What is if nth ? Truth in reference to this questkm 
is the testimony of Jesus Christ to the excellency and 
authority of the law of God, grounded oii the etef * 
nal and unalterable difference between right and wrohg, 
as it exists in the nature of things. To bear' testi- 
mony to the truth in this wide extfent, was thfe iiltimate 
end for which Christ came unto the worldVand per*, 
formed his mediatorial work. 

The scriptures are Christ^s testimony* These con- 
tain a true account of sin and holiness, df their eter* 
nal and immutable difference, as they lie in th^ infi* 
nite mind of God. Jesus Christ is called * the truths 
the faithful and true \yitiiess,* and is the divine ex* 
pounder of truth, as it exists in the nature of things* 
Truth, in its appropriation to the question before u5, 
is the exposition of Jeslis Christ, bequeathed to the 
worid, of God's unalterable conformity tb the stand- 
ard of moral obligation in the kingdom of providence ; 
or it is a dispensation ofcombined truth, which God, 
by an eternal rule of righteousness, was bound in 
honor to himself to exhibit, for the highest possible 
good of the universe. God is, in no case, amehil'^ 
ble to creatures, as such, in themselves considered'; 
but he is obliged, from the infinite perfection of his 
nature, to make that display of truth, which shouKi 
set moral good and evil in such contrast, as should 
result most to his own honor, and to the holinessand 
felicity of his tnoral kingdom. If we only take tim 
pains to examine closely tlie several parts of HrutS, 
Jesus has unfolded to the world, in thti dispensation 
he has revealed and fexecta ted, wfeshaU see that h*^ 
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kifig4QiB ];s a kingdom 0f truth in.QOnformify to ibe 
eternal and immutable /standard of rectitude. > * 

Jesus in the 4ominipn. 0f his providence, or. by his 
whole worky has portrayed the divine character ex- 
actly according to its rpality. , He has xiot deviated 
in his represientation firpm truth in the least possible 
degree. ^ , He attributed to God all those perfections 
and glopjesy which must, exist in the glorious. Crea- 
tor and QoverBor of the World. ' - : : •. 
; The account Jesus giyes^ of God, perfectly . tallies 
in all its applications and bearings^, with the di^laya 
he makes of : himself In the; cpnstitutioxx and course 
of nature • Jesus Christ . asserte d the universal gov -i 
erment of God, and this is as certain as that the world 
was indebte^d to a c^iuse fdr its^giftnihg. : . . .. 
\ 2d. J^sus Christ tcsttfied to a law, which is bind« 
ihg on all mor^l beings,', ^nd whiph wejmay cer- 
tainly know is the divine law., Human law, never in 
any Ca^e whatever respects any other, than overt acts. 
An action must be visible to reacl:^ humafi cognisance. 
Hence legisiatiye bodies^ haVe pever undertaken to 
give law for the regulation of the heart • They do 
not call men to an accqunt for their secret sins. And 
^t is impossible they should. Because 4 crime wiiich 
is latent is not cognizable. But the law which Jesus 
eame to magnify extends to every sepret of the soul. 
Respecting the. penalty annexed to this infinitely ho* 
ly law, Jesus has given us the truth. The penalty 
is ah expression oif its infinite authority and shews 
the law to be like its author,^ transcendently excellent 
and pure. ; , . - 

3d, The testimony of Jesus Christ is 1;rue respect- 
ing human nature in its degenerate ; state. . Men in 
every age have proved themselves by actions as far 
removed Yroiii God, as Christ represen^d.them.-^ 
IJis assertions conciir with tliose fapts, which are 
certain evidence that he knew* * what was in man^* 
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Hsas when f» the world, did not make a skigte mis- 
tike in jud^gment* Eighteen hundFed' years have 
laever d^ected hi^ra in a fatiH. The portraiti^re he 
baa drawn of this fatten world, the fountain of in*- 
ckv^ling sin, and the degree and seat ol it- in the muid^. 
as by hi^m Ascribed, proves him omnioient and in- 
fiakefy: W£5e« Jesus'' eye is aU-pier«ing, not a pas-* 
sion, not a mption of the heart dees he over^bok-. 
The correctnes of his sentiments respeeting human 
guilt, hiplds an assent^ even wJ^ere it monifies aiki' ir- 
ritates* His pencil drew a picture we know to be 
our own. The gospel is a glass, held out by Jesus 
in wh^ we may see ourselves lost, and that he alone 
is our helper^ 

4th. Jesus. Christ is j>erfectly correct and true in 
the system c^ rules he has given for the reguliation of 
our mpiFal conduct. You may con over every rule he 
has kiid down^ every moral sentiment he has expres- 
sed) and you will not find a single article, if adopted, 
and caniigd into practice, but would be most excel- 
lent in its opperation. Those most hostile to Jesus 
and his gospel are necessiated to confess bis moral 
rules unexceptibnally excelknt. While Jesus is made 
the butt of rklicule and infidel scoffing, the impioiis 
assailants^ are irresistibly constraitiedto a confession 
honorary to the truth, that there has never been a 
religion in the world so conducive, to human hap- 
I^iness, so well calculated to alleviate wo, so friendfy 
to social compact, as the christian religion. On read- 
ing the New Testament, infidels themselves, bring 
in this witness and leave it at the feet of Jesus* 

If, therefore, the testimony of Jesus is true upon 
the points already suggested, his whole system must 
isest on a foundation which never shall be moved. The 
mysteries of Godliness^ Christ^s humanity and- equaU 
ity with God, his mediatorial kingdom, his efficacy 
and. merit are 'deracity in capitals^ * known and' read* 
of all heaven. High and lifted up Jesus is enthroned. 
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His name is truth. And for this end was he bom, 
that he mi^t rear a kingdom, firom every nation, 
kitidred and languftge, to be witnesses before him. 
Whatever clouds may now veil the minds of guilty 
men, whatever doubts they may entertain of the char* 
acter of the Redeemer, and the doctrines which he 
taught ; the time will come when the veil of mystery 
will be rent, when truth all potent-<-overwhelmii^ 
truth, will carry conviction to all hearts. Then will 
every doctrine of the cross be believed ; then will 
Christ Jesus appear in the resplendent glory of his 
character, and to him every knee shall ultimately 
bow, and every tongue confess, that his kingdom is 
a kingdom of truth, righteousness and light, and that 
in him ^ is no darkness at all. * 
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NATUkE AND POWER QF TRUTH, 

ILLU3TRATED IN 

TWO DISCOURSES, 

BY 

DAVID PORTER, 

PARTOR OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN CATSKILL, N. YORK ' 

SERMON II. 

\ ... 

John xviii. 38. 

FtlaU soith wUo bintf wbat is iruib ? 

IN the preceedingdiscourse an appropriate answer 
was attempted to this great question. Your attention 
is now invited to the • 

II. Particular, which is to point out the nature and 
effects of tfutH. 

A subject, frequently rises in its importance, much 
higher, by attaching to it the effects of its operation,, 
than by resting it on definitions, though ever so cor- 
rect and pertinent; 

Should you find a man who is a total stranger to th^ 
compass, and should you define to him all the parts 
destinctly, and how they are jput together, so as to 
give him a perfect idea of the instrument, he would 
have but a very contracted view of its importance, 
till you had explained to him its utility, and the im- 
mense advantages ir^sultihg from it to the world.* 
When you had done this, the subject would magnify 
in his ieye, and he would appreciate it as one of the 
most useful discoveries* evdr made by the human mind. 
It is very much w with truth in application to the 
object beiore us. We have defined truth* We have 
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said to this e8eet» that it is the testitnonf of lesis 
Christ to the divine Jnw, groiind'ed on die eternal and 
unalterable diffcrenf^ btH;\veen right and wroi^, as it 
4^xist3 in the nature of thmgs, and i^ viewed by God. 
But if on this, or on any sinoilar abstract definition, 
the subject should be rested, ^ ytry small proportion 
of the importance of it will be realij^ed and felt^ com. 
pared with what might be expected, in case we should 
trace out its peculiar qu^t^^ j^nd itf^ Jendency^ mi 
the effects of its operation. 

If this part of the subject can be managed advanta- 
geously^ if we can follow trutli in the p^ths marked 
out by the great Master of Assemblies, it is hoped 
we shall go away more eonvinced, more hummed, 
more deeply penetrated with the truth, and with more 
earnest solicitude to know it as it is in < Jesuit Chri3t 
our Lord, than when we convened. 

Shall we then behold in the light of God's word^ 
tlie truthy which Jesu^ has disclosed, in its naturei in 
its tendency, s^nd in ^q effects of its opeifation; And 

1, Truth is enlightening. 

Jesus Christ, who is the Alpha and %he Otfkga^ the 
beginning and the ^nding^ tod every ^ope ^Cone of 
truth, is represented in the scripture^ by way of eifti-; 
iience, and with peculiar tiiij^hasis, the cnlightener of 
the world. John his forerunner speaks of him in these 
weirds. • In hito was Bfci and the life was tlite IS^t 
of meni And the light sihineth iti darkn^s» smd th^: 
darkness comprehendeth it not* Thtf was the ^u€ 
Irght^ wluich lighteth evdr/ mas!^ that eometb iiUid^ 
tlie world;' Siriieon a just and devout n^n^ and ^aie 
who waited for the consolation of I^ael has giveii 
us the same testimony. * For mine eyes have sce» 
thy Ovation, which thou hast prepte^ before £1^6; 
ai alt people, a l^t to li^en thcj Gentiles^ i^d. 
the gbry of Ihy peop]:e Israeh' David fefisf w/ dia^ 
*' the Gommandtnent of the L^udi, ' by ithiek is^ meafit) 
Iruthv • li^ pure^ ehli^lto}ng.the *yes.^ li te the,»a^ 
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turc of trutlxto enUghtcii. iThis will appear abun- 
dantly evident by marking th^ vestagcs and course it 
ha& taken. Those to who^i tjie oracle of truth was 
first comnaitted were enlightened far beyond those 
who were- enveloped, in heathenism, A comparative 
view of the nations of the world, from the first dawn 
of light shed forth by t^ie^ son of rightepusnes af- 
fords complete demonstration on this pobt. As early 
as the patriarchal age, we discover remarkable dis- 
parity Ijjetween the nations which were given over 
to heathenism* and the few who were favored with 
the light of divine, truth- While the Israelites xo 
whom God gave the special communications of his 
mind» worshipped the one living and true God, the 
nations round about them, were begottedto the most 
abqmihQ,ble idolatry. They defied not only the hosts 
of heaven, but offered sacrifices tp Gods of wood and 
of stone, and even creeping reptiles and fouls of the 
air. In this early period, the Egyptians prided them- 
slves a3 superior to their neighbors ; but. their boast- 
ed fame wa3 none other than an imaginary greatness. 
Magic was the principal acquisition to which their 
amb^ion aspired. In moral sentiment they were 
shroudqd in midnight gloom. Call up \o your re- 
coli^ctipn, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and look 
among tbeit heathen cotemporaries for their equals, 
and do you find them I God had selected a people 
to be peculiarly his own^ to whom he unfoldied some, 
pages of truth, which, though obscured by intervcYi- 
ing cloudS;,^ so' enlightened them, as to give decided 
i^scoidency to them, in point of correct information,. 
over all the nations of the earth. 

If from the patriarchal age we move farther down, 
Ae Tme of destinction between those God had under- 
tajcen to instruct, and tbose who were given over to 
their bewildered imaginations, gradually magnifies. 
As God discovered more/of truth, so his people be-^ 
/pame more enlightened, One Israelite spiritually 
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taught, in the truth outshone the whole Heathen world 
combined. The coUetted wisdom of the babyloniaii 
monarchy, fell as far short of the wisdom of Daniel^ 
as a dim taper is beneath the unclouded sun^ The 
light of his mind was confessed as a prodigy by three 
of the greatest and moit splehdid mbnarchs, who ever 
ascended the eastern throne. The illumination of that 
wonderful jnati was the effect of truth taught him by 
the Lord .God Almighty. Detached front this ac- 
ijusition, he was no more than atiotlier nian. 

When Jesus made his discent he opened ail im- 
mense treasure of truth to the world and demonstrate 
ed this fact, that truth is enlightening: , Enlightenedi 
by Jesus from Whoni truth shone with unborrowed lus- 
tre, and shed its genial rays^ a few plain men whpse 
acquired abilities were inferior to no small proportion 
df their c6temp6raries confounded the boa3ted wisdom 
of the great and honorable of the earth.^ During 
Christ's ministry and the iipostplic age, there was such 
an astotiishine: disclosure of truths that in a short time 
Its cheering influence had extended through the greater 
part of the Roman empire.. The shaides of heathcnisliL 
supersTtition and false philosophy were chased away 
by the irradiating beams of that immense combina- 
tion of truth reflected by Jesus upoh a benighted world, 
and ori subjects of everlasting importance. Heathen 
temples and worship side by side with Christian as- 
semblies stood abashed and dwindled into contempt. 
The-votaries of Pagan divinities awakening frotn de- 
lusion, revplted in crouds from the shrines of super- 
stition, to the courts of the Hying God. Concurring 
here with the celebrated Mosheim, very elegantly and 
justly observes.* ' 

" Jesus, being ascended into heaven, soon shewed 
his afllcted disciples, that though invisible to mortal 
^yes, he was sftill their omnipotent protector and their 
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benevolent guide. About fifty days aftar his depart 
ture from them, he' gave them the first proof of that 
majesty and power to which he was e^talted, by the 
effusion of the Holy Ghost upon them according to 
his promise. The consequences of this grand event 
were surprising and glorious, infinitely honorable to 
the Cltristian religion and the divine mission of its 
triumphant author. For no sooner had the apostles 
received this precious gift, this celestial guide, than 
their ignorance was turned into light, their doubts in- 
to certainty, their fears into a firm and invincible for- 
titude, atid their former backwardness into an ardent 
and inextinguishable' zeal, which led tliem to under- 
take their sacred office with the utmost intrepidity and 
alacrity of mind. This marvellous event was attend- 
ed with a variety of gifts; particularly the gift of 
tongues, so indispensably necessary to qualify the 
apostles to preach the gospel in the different nations. 
The holy apostles were also filled with a perfect per- 
suasion, founded on Christ's express promise, that 
the divine presence would perpetually accompany 
them, and shew itself by miraculous interpositions, 
as often as the success of their nunistry should render 
tliis necessary. 

Relying upon these celestial sueoours, theapos^ 
ties began their glorious ministry/ by preaching the 
gospel, according to Chr'ist^s positive command, first 
to the Jews, and by endeavoring to bring that de- 
luded people to the knowledge of the truth. Nor were 
their labors unsuccessful, since in a very sbdrt time, 
many thousands weire converted, by the influence of 
their ministry to the Christian faith. From the Jews 
th^y passed to the Samaritans^ to whom they preach^ 
ed with such efiicacy, that great numbers of that na-* 
tion acknowledged the Messiah. And after they had 
exercised their ministry, durnig several years, at Je- 
rusaleniy and brought to a sufficient degree of consist- 
ence and maturity the Christian churches which were 

* 22 
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fotfndcdin jP<:ifc^/m^and the adjacent countries, they 
extended their vie^ws ftirther, carried the divine lamp 
of the gospel to all the nations of the world, and saw 
their labors crowned, almost every where, with the 
most abundant fruits." 

Light so resplendent as that beaming from the es^- 
alted redeemer, t^ould not but irradiate every one who 
would op^n his eyes to the full orbed Sun, Truth' 
has marked its way and carried witli it $ucha blaze of 
light, as has set the christian in point of correctness 
in moral sentiment, as far superior to the heatheu, 
as. they are to the gods they adore. Whence all this 
wide, disparity, if not the effect of truth ? \ 

When we compare those p^rts of the world, where 
the triKth, asit is in Jesus, has been propagated, with 
those which have never received the heavenly message, 
have we not all the corroboration any faict can pos- 
sibly have to. sustain it, that truth is enlightening* 
. If, m any one, there can fae an inclination, to hesitate 
respecting this sentiment, let him bestow ^ ippmen- 
tary look^onthe northern and western aborigines of 
our owTi country ;* let him turn his thoughts on Asia 
and /\frica, and most of the insulated parts of the, 
globe, and then let him in his imagination bring them 
near our own enlightened habitation, and is there 
scarce a comparison to be formed between the con- 
trasted objects in point of moral and intellectiual at- 
tainments? And still we have but a faint picture of 
tlie enlightening power pf truth. Its illuminating ef- 
fect has been and is still, truly astonishing, as it exists 
'in the chosen followers of the Lamb ; and yet Compa- 
ratively, the day is beginning to dawn. Girt about 
with tr^th, .^esus can do more still ; and blessed be 
his name, he will/ when he shall make the light of the 
moon, as the light of the sun, and the Hght of the sun 
as the light of seven da)*^ cause such bright sfhintngof 
truth, that the infant shall die an hundred years oW 
in the knowledge of the Lord God. 
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When tilt new Jenwakm shall come down, and 
there shall be a hew heaven arid a new earth, it > will 
bring such ah orb oflight frotn the majesty on high, 
as ishall irradiate the mind's of Jehdvah*s elect, surpass- 
ing all the; experience of past ages, as far as the heai. 
yens are high above the earth. The truth of Jfe^us 
will never nave completed its glbribuS wbrk of en- 
lightening. Jesiis will set upon the throne of truth- 
enlightening the redeemed, more and more into the 
mysterie^ and glories of tlie triunie majesty, Henc6 
we may rest assured, that truth is enlightening 
^ 2d. With equal pertinency it may be said that truth 
is conyincing. Truth is of such a natute as is cUl6u- 
lated to produce conviction in the human mind. Men 
, by nature are jopposed to the truth, and af6 ex'tremeljf 
averse to cpme to the'knowledg'e of it as it is in Jesus ; 
yet such is its nature that they are liable to be cori- 
vincedby it. Multitudes were convinced of the trutli 
before the incarnation ; multitudes since that period, 
so' that what has already transpiired, proves to a cer- 
tainty that truth is convincing. Many of "Christ's En- 
emies, and wbb continued to the last to be his enemies^ 
were convinced by the truth of God. Conviction of 
truth 1$ not holiness. ' It Is not religion. Holiness 
belongs to- th^he^rt — conviction to the ccmsbierice. 
Devils m^y be convinced as well as Saints ifi glory. 
Pevils beljeyeimd treipble. The inhabitants of the 
qld wprld, the Sodpmites, iPharaoii and his ho'sts, and 
ijbie, kings of JBabylpn, though extremely averse to It, 
were rievertheless cohvlhced of the truth. Judas and 
Pilate, and. many of the^Jewbh Sanhedrim, who were 
the immediate agents in the crucifixion, were brought 
to deqp conviction of the trutb.\ 'The Ccfntiiripn iat 
the cross made a public cQnfcssiori, of an entire cori- 
vicJtion, in "the^e, expressions ; * Surely 'this man is; the 
son 6tXjo4>^ Tliait th^ nature of truth is con vihcihg, 
we may jrest assured frpm what has irarispired in the 
world, siiice the loirst promulgation of the gospel. ' MiU- 
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titudes of all classes of men, from the sage phitoso^ 
pher to the rude barbarian, have set to their seal that 
God is true. God is continually carrying on the 
work of convincing men. Truth is calculated to pro- 
duce conviction* 

3d» Truth is not only enlightening and convincing, 
but it is unconquerable. The kingdom of truth, re- 
presented by the ^tone cut out of the mountain with- 
out hands, is a kingdom which never can be vanquish- 
ed. It is aloof from hostile access. . The enemy may 
rise like a towering surge; and brake in upon it like a 
9ood, and yet they are overcome in the attempt and 
fall maimed at its feet, like Dagon before the ark of 
the living God. The powers of darkness have assailed 
the truth in all the different modes of encounter, creat- 
ed subtlety could devise, and without the least effect.. 
Nero, Decius Trajan, Severus and Julian the apos- 
ate, made the bold and fruitless attempt. They 
could do nothing ; they left the field beaten and over- 
come. Modern infidels have made great promises to 
the world of the achievements they should execute^ in 
the abolition of the truth, as it is in Christ ; but in the 
very moment of eftbrt, truth has ti^ampled them under 
foot, and laughed them to scorn. They have greatly 
mistaken the strength of the arm against whi^h they 
have risen up. it is ^n arm shielded, which no point- 
ed javelin can touch. As well might the child of yes- 
terday, remove and shake the heavens and earth from 
their base, as for the whole combination of wicked 
Ifoen and devils remove one particle of truth fromits 
place. 

True> the faithful, of whom the world was not wor- 
thy, have fallen a^sacrifice in instances not a few, to 
the monsters of iniquity. Herod and Pontius Pilate, 
with the Gentiles and people of Israel, made a despe- 
rate effort to extinguish the light of divine truth, in 
the cruci^xion of our Lord ; but it is to be noticed, 
whilst they did w^ the establisluneiit of one of th^ 
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greatest truths ever Witnessed in the universe. In this 
flagrant transaction the divine determination was per. 
fectly accomplished, and the faithfulness of God to his 
etect confirmed. The divine plan brought to light 
by Jesus, is eternal truth in conforipity to the fitness 
of things; if is therefore superior to every opposing 
power that ever has or ever can conspire ifor its over- 
throw. The proof is demonstration itself, that truth 
is invincible. Of truth, we may say still more than 
this, it is irresistible. Let this be our 

4th. Particular. Kver since the introduction of mo- 
ral evil into the system, the wicked of both worlds, in 
self justification, have souglit to confound the differ- 
ence between right and wrong in the nature of things. 
For if they could destroy this ground of moral obliga- 
tion, they could exculpate tliemselves for their rebeU 
lion Against God. And God has given up a vast part 
^ of the wicked to take their course, that he might prove 
' to them, that truth is irresistible ; that neither his 
revealed will nor law, constitutes the difference be- 
tween right and wrong, but are the faithful and perfect 
exposition of this difference. Nothing is more com- 
mon in the world, than for men to labor with all the 
powers they possess, to make that appear right which is 
palpable wrong, and that wrong which is perfectly right. 
This is a prominent trait in sinful characters, both as 
respects principles of action, and actions flowing from 
such principles. This.matter needs some illustration^ 
that we might have a clearer view of the triumph and 
irresistible power of truth. In this illustration, we 
shall have recourse to facts. Satan undertookin tempt- 
ing our first parents to eat the forbiden fruit, to make 
them believe he was their friend, and God their ene- 
my. His object was to change the positions of moral 
good and evil, or of truth and falsehood, or so con- 
found them as to destroy their difference. Adam and 
Eve acted upon his plan : and what was was the result l 
Why God met them in the garden, and no sooner did 
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they hear his voice, than they were completely ovef^ ' 
come by the irresistible power of truth* The buil- 
ders of Babel in defiance of the living God, under- 
took to erect a tower \t^hose summit should reach hear 
ven. In this entfcrprize they made no inconsiderable 
Jjrogrcss. They were ardent in the pursuit of their 
object, and no question, entertained high expecta-: 
lions of success. But when God came down, they 
5vere in a moment confounded by the irresistible force 
of truth, and abandoned their enterprize forever. 

During the negociation of Moses, ait the court of 
Pharaoh, there was the greatest effort made by the 
proud monarch and his magicians to confound right 
and wrong, and thereby to justify themselves in tramp, 
ling on thq rights of God and men. God took methods 
to instruct Pharaoh and his people by the irresistible 
force of truth, and theresult was, they brought in ver* , 
diet against themselves, and for Gocl, that he was 
good and that they themselves were wicked. Had 
not truth been irresistible, they nev^r would have 
signed this mortifying confession. Belshazzar was a 
monarch of the greatest empire then existing. * He 
xnade a great feast to a thousand of his .Lords and 
drank wine before the thousand. And he praised 
the Gods of gold and of silver, of brass and of iron, 
of wood and of stone.' God took occasion to let him 
see the truth in a most impressive maimer. For in 
the same hour came forth a man's hand, and wrote over 
aginst the candlestick upon the plaister of the wall 
of the king^s palaae, and the king saw part of the hand 
that wrote. And the kings countenance was chang- 
ed and his thoughts troubled him, so that the jpints 
©f his loins were loosed and his knees smote one 
against the other.' And what was the cause of this an- . 
guish of soul, which shook every particle of his body ? 
W hy God sliewcd him the tfuth, and he found it to 
be irresistible. He could not stand under its wei 
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S^ulof Tarsus, verily thought through the blind- 
ness of his heart, he ought to do many things contra- 
ry to the nume of Jesus of Nazareth. And for this 
cause he received letters Froro^ Authority and went oji 
his way tpwards Damascus. On this journey Jesus 
met him-' — yes he met him clad in the armour of truth, 
having on his vesture, written King of Kings and 
Lord of Lords ! And how was Saul affected at the 
sight ? Why, he instantly fell prostrate on the earth, 
and as he tells king Agrippa, he could not resist it. 
* What was 1 that 1 should resist God V 

The thirf on the cross came to the place of execu- 
tion, an abettor of Christ's murderers, and filled with 
odium against Jesus. He was at first deter qiined to 
maintain his opposition to the last extremity, hut 
this was the time and place, eternally in Christ*^ mind, 
to make A display of his irresistible grace. Truth 
flashed into hb soul like the forked lightening. - He 
was overcome by the irresistible power of God, and 
offers this prayer in itttestation ot its reality. ^ Lord 
femember mt when thou comest intp thy kingdom.* 
In the day of God's power, in jjill case^, periods and 
parts of the world, the truth will prove itself to be ir- 
resistible. In this period, in this wicked generation, 
there are thouisands of witnesses rising up for Gpd and 
against themselves, l^at truth is irresistible. This 
will eternally be the case with th^ damned as w^U as 
the saved. They will yield to the irresistible force 
of truth. In the moral universe there will eternally 
^ a concordance in this matter. . The nao.uths of the 
wicked wilt be stqpjped, because of the irresistible 
Opbratito of the trudai upon their consciences. This 
brings me td a, 

5th Qbservat^Qp, that truth ift perfectly and eter- 
nally independents , It is impp^sil^le that it should be 
destroyed or weakened. As truth exists Jn the na- 
ture of things, it cannot be destroyed witjiput des^ 
Iroying ^3^ nature .oi<tbings. And this is beyond the 
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reach of all beings in the universe. ' It is no mofe pos^ 
sible for God to destroy the difference between right 
and wrong, which is the ground of truth itself, than 
it is, that he should annihilate his own existence. It 
is the glory of God that he cannot lie, and it is his 
glory that he cannot destroy the nature of things, and 
hence truth is eternally and unalterably in^ef ?ndent- 
I add, 

6thly. That tnith is searching and penetrating. 
It is like the refiner's fire, it will take out every par- 
tide of alloy from the pure metal. It is like the ful- 
ler's soap, it will wipfe olFand expunge every minutia 
of filth and unckannesfe. The nature of the truth, 
as we have it from the Lord God, is to hew away- 
all the trash that comes in its way. It will go down 
into the hiding place of the forger of lies, and bring 
him out and lead him bound hand and foot to a tribur 
nal, from which there is no escape. The co-worker 
with Satan, who denies that there is danger in sinning, 
is to be pierced right through, with the truth. Er- 
ror is vulnerable in every part, and truth will follow 
it. It will seek it out, from all the mazes and laby* 
rinths of hellish secrecy. It will so cut away root 
and bi'anch as to leave the enemy of truth nothing 
on whiph to rest. It wilM^ave him hopeless and, de- 
fenceless, ^ goaded .by the stings of conscience and 
sunk under a sense of his own guilt. God's sove- 
reignty, his absolute decrees, the final ruin of the im- 
penetent, the permanency of Jesus' throne will cut 
up modern error, and make its avowers revolt with 
horror even at existence, and wish that they had never 
been born. Truth will have its way; Jesus will 
ride by its side conquering and to conquer. It will 
do all its \york : it will palsy every tongue, that moves 
to its prejudice, and kindle a fir^ upon hellish festiv- 
ity, that shall never be quenched. Truth is not con- 
fined by limits ; it runs up\o the Judgment seat. — It is 
Jesus' Throne— it is eternal and unalterable, and ♦the 
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^aenne iii all worlds i' and fwevcr and ever. ' O bleiise^ 
redeemer^ wilt thoto enrich us with the knowledge of 
thy truth. 
. 7thly. Truth is humiliating^ 

Whenever truth is made efficacious to the tieart, ii 
empties the creature of self ekaltation and glorying 
and postrates him iii the dust. Truth always gives 
God the throne and the creature the footstool. Noth** 
ing stirs up the enmity of the Carnal mind like truth 
seen in its connexion ; and nothing makes the crea* 
ture humble like truth nrtade efficacious by the sort* 
reign act of God. While through a deluded hearty 

§roud man would fain conceive God to be such ano- 
icr as himself i yet when brought cbfdially tb receive 
the truth,' it is his chief joy that the Lord reighs*--^ 
Having by sovereign grace become willing that God 
should be God, the creature wants no other heavea 
than to be in his hand and to see hint act. As the re. 
newed man progresses in the knowledge of the truth, 
he loses in self.-esteem and increases in humility. As 
God magnifies more and more in the eye of the be* 
liever, so he will find himself disponed to take a low-? 
er seat, and will fell himself lost in Jehovah's glory. 
Humility increases in proportion as truth is seen and 
relished. Truth will never have completed all its 
humiliatin|^ work; In the triumphant state, when 
truth shall shine in unsullied radiance, the glorified 
will veil their faces. One truth upbn the back of 
another ivill rise in quick and eternal succession, and 
the mysteries of the Redeemer's character and work 
will so eclipse all finite excellence, as to produce the; 
very perfection of humility in the myriads of God's 
elect in the world of eternal glory^ Would any ask 
respecting thV ground of increasing humility in the 
blessed ; Panswer, the ground is truth seen and loved, 
and showing a contrast between the creature and the 
creator. The more perfectly this contrast is madt 
visible between the sedeemer and th^ redeemed, the 
V 23 
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lower will the creature choose to lie, and the more 
will he exalt God. , It is the tendency of truth re- 
ceived, and admired to humble tiie creature more 
and more, and this will be its increasing effect, in 
heaven, to all eternity. 

Sthly* Truth is harmonious. * 

In some minerals there are substances of divers na- 
tures and qualities. From the same strata the chy- 
mist will extract a variety of substances, each of 
which has a nature peculiar to itself. When he has 
done this, he will reduce them back to their original 
composition. With truth it is different. It has only 
one simple nature. It is conformable to a rule which 
is eternal; It is, therefore, harmonious in its parts, 
and indivisible. In the whole disclosure of truth' 
lAad!^ by Jesus, there is not a symptom of discordance. 
The bible is a perfect ijobole consisting of parts, each: 
bearing the signature of the one infinite God who 
cannot ^err. Truth is linked together in its nature, is 
so perfectly consistent with itself, that it is as easy to 
destroy its existence as its harmony. This golden 
chain unites in one common bond a kingdom of ten 
thousand time ten thousand, including not a dissen- 
ter frdmtruth, not a discord in praise, who unceasingly, 
exclaim before the redeemer's throi\e^ * Saying, great 
and marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty ; 
jiist and true are thy ways, thou King of Saints.' A 
itw iaferences will conclude. And 
.. 1. We may infer, that all moral beings, in the uni- 

. verse* will finally agree in religious sentiments. The 
(Kvcrsity of opinion on religious subjects, so preva- 
lent in the world, is not oAving to any defect in the 

. understandings of men. Let a thousand men have 
ah equal degree of conviction of any trifth, and 
they will perfectly concur in opinion respecting that 
truth. Five hundred may be delighted,- and the 
other five hundred totally displeased, with the object 
bmt with an equal degree of conviction ;. opposition: of 
moral feeling will never prddcibe oppjpysition of senti^ 
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ments. And for this reason, conscience is the facul; 
ty which receives conviction, and over this the heart 
has no control. If the heart has^iio control over 
the conscience, then nothing prevents men from unv 
formity in religious. sentiments, except an equal de: 
gree of conviction, and this they will ultimately have» 
For since truth is unchangeably the same and inder 
pendent, and tends in its very nature to produce con- 
viction, it isjmpossible for conscience when enlight- 
ened to view truth otherwise than it is ; and when the 
moral universe shall be brought to this is^ue, there 
will be no more disagreement in religious x>pinion6 
henceforward forever. We may reason thus witlt. 
great safety, because we kncwv from fact, thkt the vi- 
lest men, even thieves and murderers, have exactly 
the same opinions of right and wrong, so far as they 
are enlightened, as the best men living. So soon 
as Pharaoh, king of Egypt, became convicted, he con- 
curred in opinion with Moses and Aaron respecting 
his own vileness and God's goodness. From nume- . 
rous instances it is easy to see, that the result will be 
a perfect agreement in religious opinions, between 
moral beings, even from beelzebub up to the highest ; 
seraph before God's throne. Hence 

2. Truth is complete master of natural consci- 
ence. Conscience is a power in fiian of accusing 
and execusing according to rectitude and not a pow^ 
er of controling the positions of virtue and vice". 
Conscience is obliged to report correctly, even though 
it reports against us. If truth were not master of con^ 
science, i% would be impossible for us to feel guilt. 
A sense of guilt however small, is certain evidence, 
that conscience is under the government of truth. It 
is true, conscience may be blunted for a while, it may 
not accuse at the very instant of sinning, but it will 
act in due time. It will — it must of necessity wittiess 
lor Jesus,' that his work is perfect. It is in vain for 
the wickedto make attempts to destroy conscience or 
keep it down. The business between truth and coo^ 
science must of necessitv be done. The heart may 
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revolt at it, but truth will £od its wajr to the siimer*c» 
retreat and sue up its demand^ exsicting the utttrmost 
jfarthing^; neither will coq^ience dispute the account. 
The wicked will as onie, be. brought to a spot of 
which they little dream* In an hour, when they think 
not,, the inward inpnitof: will make a report complete-* 
]y ruinous to the ungodly. They have the ingredi- 
ents of a dreadful hell iJn their own minds. 

3. We may infer that God's goodness will be as 
conspicious ^n punishing the wicked, as in saving the 
righteous. Some suppose that God's goodness will 
shield them from his vindictiye wrath, and hence that 
there is no danger in sinning. This is making Goct 
the servant of their wishes^ at tl^ expense of his ho- 
nor. A greater insult cannot be ofi^red to God than 
this. It aims destructiph against his throne. Fpr 
the sanie reason God will save the redeemed, he will 
cast off the wicked. He will save the righteous be- 
cause it is for the honor of his name, and he will dam^ 
the wicked for the sanie iend. ' Jt is as right to pu- 
nish the rebellous as to reward the obedient, and thus 
God, from his very nature, is bound to do. Shoul4 
God depart from this rule of acting, and reward pro- 
miscuously,' virtue and vice Would stand on a level as 
viewed by him. * But such procedure is ihcompa- 
table with infinite goodness, and a violation of the 
eternal rule of rectitude. as it' exists 'in the nature of 
things. The very quarter from which the wicked 
are expecting peace and safety, is the place of alarm. 
Ood's goodness signs the doom of the incorrigibly 
wicked, and makes their ruin mevitable. Th^vindic* 
tive. displeasure of God at sin, has been too often 
witnessed in the worl4 to be disputed. His good- 
nes6 and truth will cut short the sinner's vain expec- 
tations to his overthrow. 

4. We may see the reason why Christ's kingdom 
has stood and cannot be destroyed. It is a kingdom 
pf truth, and therefore permanent of itself. Nothing 
^ so weak, but is capable of being held up by exteri- 
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pt stra^gth. Hunian power may £or a whUe support in« 
consistency and error> but er^ror cannot support itself. 
Withdraw support from falsp theories and they fall by 
their own weight. But witli christtianity it is not so. 
It can stand of itself, yea, it lias resisted all that wic« 
ked men and devils could do to ejBect its ruin,-««. 
1($ foundation, its superstructure, the whole edifice is 
internal truth, and therefore no weapon formed against 
it shall prosper. When earthly thrones shall totter 
and crumble, Jesus' throne shall stand immoveable 
through eternal ages. Hence, 

5.. We infer the safety and blessedness of those who 
are united with Christ in the truth. Christ is their 
chosen king, and if he be for them, who can be against 
them ? * Happy followers of Jesus, because he lives^ 
ye shall live also. Forget not the ruin from which 
you were taken, and the price of your ransom. You 
were conceived in sin and shapen in iniquity. You 
were cast out into the open field to the loathing of 
your persons. You were without hope and without 
God in the world. Your sins gathered over your 
heads like a thick cloud. Sinai's mountain was all. 
on fire, and the penalty due to sin was ready to fall 
on you and plunge you into endless pain. But then 
did the arm of the Lord bring salvation. Then, O 
then, was a time of love. I have found a ransom said 
the father ; and the Son responds — Lo I come in the 
volume of the book that is written of me, I delight to 
do thy will. And did the Son of God descend so 
low as to take thy place thou most unworthy of all 
God's creatures ! Yes, he did bleed for thee, and thy 
life is the price of blood. Rich, free grace, has brought 
thee out of darkness into God's marvellous light, and 
iiiade thee an heir with Emmanuel^ to an inheritance 
incorruptible, undefiled and that fadeth hot away. As 
Jesus is of the truth, so art thou, O thou highly fa* 
yoredof the Lord; and what manner of person oughtest 
thou to be ! How faithful, how devoted to the king- 
dom, bow valiant for ^e truth, how indefatigable iqf 
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the vineyard <rf 0od ! Ye spns and daiigbters of tlie 
Lord, born Qf t)[je1ncprraptible§ie^d, which liveth and 
abideth for ev,er> by the side, oif spph prince will you 
ever grow faint and let down your jvatch ? Remem- 
ber ye have nothing to fear. Though the sea rage 
. and the hjsaycins gather fclacknessj though the hail 
. descend, lightpings play, thunders roar, and' the earth 
shake from its centre, yet in Jesijs yip are secure. He 
lives. As he is true and f^thful, your feet shall never 
slide. Keep yqur eye uppn his blessed character, stay 
yourselves upon )]iis truth, follow him whithersoever 
he goeth and glory in his presence. » 

6. We may infer, the wretchedness of those who 
are opposed \n hearjt to the truth.* The foundation of 
your hope is in the sand and cannot stand the day of * 
trial. As you are opposed to the truth, you are op- 
posed to Qod» You are dreaming of peace and safe- 
ty, in a place of thp utniost l^azard. Do not for the 
world be indifferent to your situation, and the steps 
you are taking. Stop and pause I ReTnep;iber ypii 
are in arms against ^ king more mighty than ypur- 
selves. Your disaffection with the truth is as pre- 
posterous as it is base. You are completely in 
God's hand, from whigh there is no release. Whiljti 
you are imagining your fortress is strong, and 
are defying the Almighty, yoi^ a,rp shiit \n at every 
avenue, and absolutely takpn. While you are at 
ease on you pillow, judgn^eqt slumbereth nqt, j:Jamn^- 
tion lingereth not. From whatsoever prgtesct you 
have come out in hostile array agaiqst tUp truth, 
will you deem it too niuch to revieyjr, the' ground 
you have taken, and the strength and excellence 
against which you are contending ? If yoq find on 
mature deliberation, that your situ^tipn is unsafe, 
that your prospects for eternity can yeild no rest iri 
the moment of dissolution, will vou not flee for re- 
/uge to that rock which is higher than you ? Hi- 
therto you have been feeding on an airly phantpn^, 
J^ut believe, * if the Son make you free, you shajl 
be free indeed.' Reader, if this moment thou art at 
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despiser of gospel grace, yet refiect, you are' hasten- 
ing to the judgment to receive thy last sentence from 
which there is no respite, no reprieve. * If once you 
fall beneath his stroke, there is no deliverer there.' . 
- 7. Wc may infer, that ministers of the gospel hold 
a place of immense responsibility to God and the squ1:> 
of men. If they suppress the truth as it is in Jesus,^ 
for fear of offending their hearers ; if they substitute 
kixness of principle, for the doctrines of the cross, 
dry outside morality for practical godliness, they 
do it at an awful peril. They are not placed on Jerusa-v 
lem's wall to amuse the multitude with a mock reli- 
gion in human attire. They are not sent forth to 
fabricate new theories, or gloss the truth, to render 
it less offensive to the carnal heart. For no such end 
was the christian ministery instituted. The gospel 
lieralds are not at liberty thus to aspire. They are em- 
bassadors from God to deliver his message in its true 
spirit and genuine simplicity. If from this they de-^ 
part, through cowardice or thirst for popular applause, 
they are no longer embassadors of Christ, but traitors 
to his cause. And can there be a higher crime com<p 
mitted against the Supreme Majesty, than coming 
out under a cloak of friendship for Christ, and then 
aiming destruction at his throne. Verily God will 
not hold them guiltless. Such treachery will not es- 
cape with impunity. And with what face will the 
unfaithful preacher meet his hearers at the judgment 
har ? He had taught his hearers ; but had taught them 
to disbelieve. He had confirmed them in their guilt 
by refusing to expose it. He had blinded their eyes 
about G6d by keeping his character out of sight. He 
had feasted their pride, when they needed humbling; 
He had pleased their fancies, at the expence of their 
souls. He had inflated them with expe^ctations of 
Ijieaven, when on the brink of destruction^ and closed 
their eyes, giving them God-speed with a lie in their 
right hand ; and how is he to settle this account on th6 
day of final reckoning ! How is he to clear himself from 
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the blood of souls ! Wherewith will he frame biS plea 
in self defemce, against his flock thus accusing atid up* 
braiding! ? * We were thy flock and thou wfert our 
shepherd. With you were the treasures of knowledge 
and truth. And why didst thou withhold from us the 
messages thou wast sent to deliver* We are undone^ 
forever through thy unfaitfulness. You never describe 
ed in our hearing the qharacter of our Judg^^ nor the 
truth of his word. The doctrines you taught us to 
despise, we find to be the truth of God.~ You allowed 
us to sport with his sovereignty and decrees, and in 
this, thou^didst awfully deceive us. You reproved us 
politely for disgraceful crimes, but never described to 
us the sin of our nature. When we were sometimes 
alarmed at our state and prospects, you hushed olir 
fcairs by crying, peace, peace, whereas Gfod had said, 
there jis no peace to the wicked.' How iver^whelmed 
wi^ guilt and horror will such preachers be with their 
deceived hearers, on the great day of account. Yc 
who lead in the assemblies of the saints, and are em« 
basadors of Christ to an ungodly world, can ye be 
indifferent to the high responsibility, with which you 
are cloathed ? Your ministry is as eventful as eter^ 
nity. Keeping nigh the standard of truths may every 
word you utter be such as shall give ydu boldness 
and rejoicing in the day of Christ's appearing. Be not 
dismayed nor discouraged. Truth will outlive all op- 
position raised to its prejudice. Not as at the bar of 
Pontius Pilate, but before the whole assembled uni-^ 
verse, Jesus will honor the truth, to which every con- 
science will ascent to the glory of God* 

Finally. Let not a soul be indifferent to the truth«^ 
If you are saved it will be through a eheerful acquies- 
cence \vith Jesus in the doctrines of his word. It is 
vour life to be with Christ in the truth. You are rich 
for eternity if on this foundation, but if on any other^^ 
you are gone-^gone, and lost forever- Amen> 
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A S E R M O N. 

l^AStOR OP A CONdR£GATIONAL CHURCH IN THE FIEST 
EOCIETY IN WASHINOTGN^ — CONNECTICUT* 

JoHir xxu 17. 

Simon, son qf^onaSf itroeii thou me ? 

MANY there arc, even in christian lahd^^ wha 
discard Christianity ; niiany rest in a cold assent to 
its doctrines^ while they believe and know nothing 
ctftheheaveiv born principle of vital religion in the 
SDuL Like the pdor brutes around them, they eat 
and drink and sleep, breathe and walk i while the in^ 
terests of another life are thought, exclusively, to eon* 
cem ' th6 weak/ the sickly, the aged and the dying.* 
Xhe hearts of other's are so entirely occupied with 
briisiriessor aniusements, that they remain strangers 
tb their bible, to their Saviour, to themselves; sti'iaaii^ 
gersindeedtoevei*5r thing which it is th^ great purpose 
(rflife to learn^. Multitudes, in these- awful circiim'' ' 
stances^ live with as mueh apparent trinquJlity as 
thoug^h they were perfectly assured, that Christianity 
is a fiction and eternity a dream. 

My brethrert, aire we immortat cteatures ? Shaii 
these sodh of durs^ survive the changes of time, and 
exist hi glory orjiespair, whenf the- petty interestis of 
this- mutable-^nd perishing world shall have passed 
into oblivion ? What subject can better deserve out" 
attphtiotii than a careful inquiry into our own rabral* 
state and^ prospects for an endless hereafter ? What 
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question can more solemnly address our interests ot 
feelings, than that of the Divine Saviour, in its appro- 
priate application to each heart, * Lovest thou me ?•" 
In comparisoni with an- inquiry, involving consequen- 
ces of such' infinite moment, all others are ^ less than 
nothing/ Wha can leave this point undecided, and 
rest easy ? Who can decide it against himself, and 
feel safe ? Earthly thrones and empires are trifles of 
a moment, when laid in the balance against the joys or 
suflFeringsof eternity. 

At the last interview Christ had' with his disciples,^ 
before his ascension, the question which I have cho- 
sen for a text, was addressed to Simon Peter. Thrice 
had he denied his Master at the high-priest's palace ; 
and now thrice was he put upon the trial of his since- 
rity by this- pointed interrogatory.. Though Peter, 
a$ a christian minister y was required to give evidence- 
of his love peculiar to his office., by feeding Christ's 
sheep and lambs, the subject is not necessarily limit- 
ed to any class of christians* or men. Let us sup- 
pose then^ the divine Jesus, to stand in the midst of 
us, and address us individually with this solemn^ 
searching question,. ' Lovest thou me V Who of 
us coqrld,. understandingly^ make the appeal to bis 
o^niscience,^ ^ luiord thou knowest all things, thou 
knowest that I love thee^*^ To settle this point, to 
the satisfaction of an enlightened conscience, requires, 
that we carefully examine the nature and fruits of 
Ipve to Christ. 

Let it be remarked then in general^ that Ibve ta 
Christ, is something above the instinct oi natural gra^ 

Thoscwords of the appostle John * We love him be- 
cause he^r^^ loved us,;' have been understood by some 
to import, that there can be no true love to Christy 
whiph does not proceed from an apprehension of hi& 
special favor to us. Such aa opinion^ whether de- 
signedly or not^ does really substitute xefined selfish^ 
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ness for iioly affection. The love of Christ in the 
purchase of the cross and the gift of the Holy Spirit, 
for the effectual calling and sanctification of men is the 
praduciive <ause of all the get\uine love that exists in 
any human heart. In this sense, if we love iiim, it is 
because \it first loved us. And gratitude, for favor 
so astonisKing, is essential to lfhe christian temper. 
But to love Christ, frpm no other principle than the 
hope of being personally benefited by him, is clearly 
not to love him at all with any supreme affection* 
From the same temper, wicked Gallileans followed 
him, while 'be fed them; and wicked Gadarenes de- 
sired him to depart, when no selfish advantage was 
expected firom his presence. To exercise this sort 
of love, is no more than 'publicans may do ; and no 
more than Satan, H'he could be released from sufier* 
ing, might do, and be Satan still. 

Let it be remsu*ked again, that lt)ve to Christ is 
sometlnng superior to the exercise of n^ere j&i/y. 

Among the multitude that affended the Saviour 
irom Pilate's judgment-hall, to the place of crucifix- 
ion, he observed some who were tenderly moved at 
his circumstances. With a perfect knovirledge of 
their t:haracters and prospects, he gave the prophetic 
admonition * Daughters of Jerusalem, weep jnot for 
'me, but weep for yourselves and fpr your chil- 
dren.' Whatever else these words imply, they seem 
evidently to indicate that the tears of some, on that 
occasion, flowed from no higher fountain than the 
instinct of compassion. ^ From the ^ame fountain 
Ihey might have flowed as freely, on witnessing any. 
other scene of deep suffering, especially of su&ring 
innocence. A similar effect may be produced on per- 
sons of sympathetic minds by reading tlie 'history of 
the crticifixion. They miry weep for Christ, while 
they know not what it is to love him. They may Jje 
sorry for a suffering Saviour, without any prbper 
ocxrrow lor ^m^ the occasion of his sufferings. Tiu^y 
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may feel every exercise of natural humanit;^ and yefc 
be strangers to every exercise of gospel humility. 

The great inquiry remains to be answered, what is 
true love to Christ ? I reply, 

L It IS* a proper and just regard to his whole char* 
aether. v 

. It is not a partial, transient emotion, but a perma* 
nent, moral temper. It is that animating, operas 
tiye, vital, principle of the new heart, which unites it 
to Christ, and ' enthrones him in the soul.' It 1% 
that disinterested affection which loves its object be^. 
cause it is ^altogether lovely.' He who possesses 
this temper, acknowledges Christ, not simply as the 
son of Mary, or the Prophet of Nazareth ; but as aa 
eternal and divine person : as possessing, equally, 
with the Father and Spirit, all the attributes of the 
undivided Godhead. To regard the ^ author and fin* 
isher of our faith,' as a mere creature, the equal of 
man, or at most, the bare s,uperior of angels, is to de« 
ny, the Lord that bought us. It b to suik tlie .amaz* 
ing scene on the hill of Calvary, *to an event of coin* 
TQaon history. It is to blot. out every syllable of goa4 
news frona the gospel ; to annihilate the &ith and joy 
of the christian's heart, and to debar himfrom the pos- 
sessioh ot the hope of heaven. True love contem*. 
plates the Deity and atonement of Christ as insepa* 
table. Here is room ifor its eternal exercise. The. 
union of the divine nature with humanity,. in the per-, 
son of the Redeemer, gives to his sacrifice on the 
cross all its efficacy to vindicate tj>e honor of the 
Oodhead, and to ransom perishing men. Unitedljt 
to celebrate this, in loud and everlasting anthems, will 
be the work and blessedness of those happy spirit^ 
that share in the benefits of gospel grace. 

IL If we truly love Christ we shall possess a. pro* 
per regard to the divine law. 

Without seeing the perfection of this ia]iv, it is inw 
possible to comprehend the design of his inciarnatiaa: 
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imA suffe|[lfigB, <»lt^ yiew hi3 Cros^ i)n any othe^ .light 
thaui 1U& * a stumbUng block and, foolisboess. ' Ignore 
smce and mistake on this point haye occaslonied some 
of the mo^t fatal ertora in religion.' ,To magnify 
the gospel, as some have doite, at the expense of the 
la\y^' is to dii^bnor the Saviour apd endanger the 
souls of me&# : If the law b^ unjust, there, can. be.no 
j^rime in transgression^'^^no grace in forg^iycnss. ; axMi 
if so, the goqpel, atjb^tf is but* ■ a cuniiihgly devised 
iafagcl.' Tie perfect Author of both on this Sfupposif 
tJX^Uy mu&t be at vajiaiice with himself, and his moral 
kingdrai. mUst contain the radical princi]^les of its 
QWti dissoliilion* 

. fiod . challenges the supreme, undivided 1d\^c of 
cceatureshas. hia.due. He will submit to no comi 
prbtilise irith. any xiyaL He will allow; of Vno other 
God,, before him'^^ in the afFectiotts* He .demands ai^ 
ynoonditional surrender of the heart,--^the ^hole heart 
to himselL. The great design of the gospel is, not 
to mvaiidate hut, to vindicate and enforce these holyi 
claims..: If the preceptive detnands of Gxkl's law re^' 
<|uire not too much of creatux'es« its penalty cann6t 
pe abated ia behalf <>f transgressors, without some, 
equivalent testimony, of its perfection. An. indis- 
criminate forgiveness of the guilty, widiotit any ade- 
quate. satisfaction for their oSences, would be want 
of jbK^n^vdknce. . - - . 

, . ♦ A God all mercy, is a God unjust.' 

If gra(^ reign at all, consistently with the interests 
o£the divine kingdom, it must reign through right-r 
eousness*' The. Son of God came into * the world 
to condemn rebellion against hisFatlifer's government^ 
not to justify it:' he came to establish and magnify 
the law, not to. destroy it. Vain is the hope of iur. 
d^&)ite and unconditlpnal salvation to all men buili: 
On misapprehension of the atoncmei^t. Vain are all 
pit>fe$&ions of love to Christ originating from the 
isame source^ Say what we will of our obligations t^ 
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the tkdeemer, it is all empty talk if we do riot fed 
that he came to deliver us from the just penalty of a 
righteous and violated law. 

III. If we love Christ, we shall cdrdially approve 
of the doctrines which he taught. 

Such are the eternal existence and infinite perfec- 
tion of one supreme God, in three persons ; h^s holy 
and immutable purposes ; the unlimited extent and 
duration of his all-perfect, all-pervading and all-dis* 
posing providence ^ the awful depravity and perish- 
ing state of men by nature ; the glorious fulness of 
the gospel atonement ; the necessity of the supernat- 
ural, sanctifying agency of God's Spirit on the hearty 
of repentance, faith and evangelical holiness ; the sta- 
bility of the covenant of grace ; the richness and per- 
petuity'of its promises, and the endless state of bliss 
or misery, which will follow the great day of recom- 
penc^. The friends of Christ love these doctrines, 
for the same i^easoh that unholy hearts hate them ; 
because they exalt God, and humble human pride. 
1'hat Catholicism which confounds truth with error, 
which bids God speed to any thing and every thing* 
assuming the name of religion, however much at va- 
riance with the vital principles of Christianity, is not 
the benevolence of the gospel. 

IV. If we love Christ we shall sincerely and hum^ 
bly accept the salvatioii which he offers— salvation 
from natural and moral evil — salvation by free grace. 

The happiness to be enjoyed in heaven is exactly 
suited to the temper and feelings of the sanctified be*- 
liever. There, God will be glorified. There, per- 
fect, unceasing holiness will reign in every heart. 
To a soul that loves Christ, deliverance from misery 
is not enough, without deliverance from sin. Far 
would such an one think himself from happiness, to 
be rescued from hell, and left under the dominion of 
% wicked heart. The salvation of the gospel is there^ 
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fore precisely such as suits the true christian. HeL3». 
in all respects, pleased with the heaven which the di- 
vine redeemer has purchased for his followers ; and 
with thetpms on which they are admitted to its en- 
joyment. 
. V, If w^e love Christ, we shall cheerfully submit 
to the services and sufferings of the ctiristian life. 
Thus Peter evinced his love. Did he deny his di- 
vine Master ? deny him in the face of solemn warn- 
ings and vows ? denrj^ him before his enemies and in 
an hour o^ awful trial ? He did : and the mournful 
fiKt isTecorded^ as one aitiong a thousand demon- 
strations^ that the best of men are frail and fallible*: 
But, as became a christian, he remembered that wo- 
fyl fall, with an acking, contrite heart. He remem- 
bered it, and ' wept bitterly.' He remembered it,, 
and no mor^ lacked for courage to do his duty. The 
beloved name which he abjured before Pilate, he. 
was afterwards bold to acknowledge before Jews and 
Romans^ in the streets and synagogues^ in prison 
and on the cross. Behold the man who trembled at 
the voice of a damsel, triumphs amidst the flames of. 
persecution ! Undismayed at peril or suffering, in 
their most terriffic forms,, he encounters with a mar- 
tyr's intrepidity, chains, dungeons and death I Many 
would be glad to sit on Christ's right hand, without 
' drinking of the cup that he drank of. Many vainly 
hope to reign with him, who refuse to scroe him, or 
to suffer foi- him. When duty is ^asy and danger 
distant, the mere coward may seem courageous. — 
'the good soldier of Christ is known by hi$ constan- 
cy in the hour of trial. That service which costs 
him most, is the best evidence of his sincertv.— 
Through the varying scenes of wealth or poverty, 
honor or disgrace, he stands inflexible. He fears 
not the scoffs of dying men. He shrinks not from 
the terrors of a frowning world. The utmost that 
human power or malice can inflict, he dares to en-' 
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dare» far so dear a Saviour. In $o go&d a came^ stif*. 
fering is pleasure, reproach' is prarse. *The cup that 
our father hath given us, shall we not drink it ? iiless^^ 
ed Saviour I By the bitterness of thy pains, we may 
estimate the force of thy love ; and therefore, if thou 
so ordainest, welcome disappointment and poverty ; 
\velcome sickness and pain ; welcoine shame and coh^ 
tempt. If this be a rough and thorny path, it is efne 
in which thou hast gone before us. Whete/ we see 
thy footsteps, let us not repine*.* 

VI. If wc love Christ we shall labor for a tho- 
rough acquaintance with his religion. The mbdem 
opinion which disclaims any staiidaiKl of faith, ai^d 
maintains the innocence of eiTor, is virtual infidelity; 
Does the gospel contain a scheme of truths which 
the son of God taught ivith his lips, exemplified inf 
his life, and sealed with his blood ? Can we then be 
innocent, wilfully or heedlessly rejectifig any of these 
truths ?x If there be anv need of a revelation' fVom 
heaven, unquestionably it is important that the reve- 
lation should be ri^i6//y understood. It is implied in 
the character of true christians, that they Have some 
acquaintance with the leading tiruths of the gospeL' 
But their knowledge, in many cases, is much less 
than it ought to be, or th^n it need be. In religion^ 
a& well as othc^ things, a little knowledge is ofteh 
dangerous. ' Though a /i///i? kn6wledge might secure-* 
our own salvation — what then ? C^n we be christian's^ 
on such narrow principles ? Have the cause of tru thy 
the salvation of sduls, tlMJ honor of God our Saviour^ 
iK> share in our regard ? Think 6f an inquiring 
neighbor or ah own child, under the burden of a" 
* woqmkld spirit,' coming to such a christian ; com^ 
ing perhaps to you, and begging instruction in the 
way of life. Alas, in so solemn a Case,- shall igno- 
rance compel you to say nothing, or expose- you to 
the hazard of saying wliat niay be infinitely worse ? \ 
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IVhen open and covert enen\ies of pure religion 
abound, when errors of every description are prdpa- 
^ted with unexampled indiistry and zeal, shall those 
ivho .rare. men ixi stature and christians by profession, 
remain babes in knowledge ? Shall tbbse who can 
talk understandingly and by the Hbur together, oii 
common topics, be put to silence when a reason of 
their hope is required, or the very foundation of their 
hope assaulted ? Sh^l they be so poorly equipped with 
armour, or so unskillful to use it, as to furnish occa- 
sion for profane triumph to the enemies of Jesiis? 
Let us know that our love to Christ U,' to say the least, 
very low and languid, if^ kt such a day as this, we 
can sit down supinely, in the neglect of a diligent, 
prayerful, systematic study qf the scriptures ; with- 
out understanding well, and being able to vindiicate^ 

, the essential truths of the gospel. 

. Vll. If we love Christ, we shall also love his true - 
disciples. . . . / , , 

• , It is cnaracteristic of his follower^ that they ' love 
opkjB another*' That bond of holy affection which 
unites them to their diyine head, unites them to their 
felloyjr members. Redeemed by one Saviour, saricti- 
^ed by one spirit, embracing one fkith, heirs of one 
inheritance; their desires, pursuits, interests^ sor- 
TOWS and enjoyments are essentially the same. Their 
l^irth and residence may be. in different quarters of 

^ the globe ; they may, be separated by intervening 

^ continents or oceains ; still, they are brethren. In 
proportion as they Have opportunity for familiar in- 
tercourse of hearts, their mutual love will be morfe 
strong and appai'ent. Especially will this be the ciise 
with those who. meet, for the highest eiercisre of 
christian fellowship, at the same communion table. 
To those who love Christ, there is no privilege so 
exquisitely solemn and delightful as that of testify- 
ing their remembrance of his afffecttonate and dying 
commands, ppon this part of the Subject, it is ira- 
possible to dwell without feeling its attractions. Cold 
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and hard as fiirit must bfe the h'eatt, thjft dbfes ii6l*e*t 

- swell ivitK emotions Which lapgiiage c^ntiot uttJer;.^*^ 

[; ' There is soioaething so ineffably tyMerr aiid fendeiartfi^ 

I m Ae Saviour's parting counsels to hi^lfttte fatrfil^-ii 

^ on their union to hirasetf arid alfhdn^ thettisielvts, esi 

]>ecially in his parting prajrer tliat life dlscfptes s^cium 

l^vc ope another, that ne \vho can readtSie latttijt^art 

of St, John's gospel, without ^feliil^ his fieartlhovcd, 

I had altnost saicl melted^ litis itiucn ressott to tjttes^ 

ti.Qn his love to Christ. 

YIIL if we love Clirist; \Ve sliall ^oweSs a spiitt'<rf 
gc-nerai g0od will to our fellow creatures. Wfe sdmS 
jembrace the wKole * family €>T man,' in our "bi^nibVol 
lent regards. 

The gospel recognises ho bond of utiron atnOYig^in* 
teliigcnt beings, but love. When thts fe^cOriies im 
ttniyersaJt principle of acfmn, as assutedly it wSl, til 
God's appointed time, men' will * beat tiieh" I$w6r4s 
into ploughshares^ and their spears into/jirurvfr]^ 
hooks. ' Eai thly rulers virill reverericre thre Rdlei* of 
heaven : earthly h\ys wliraccprd with his last's. T^/tUn 
will pease to be the enemy of itian. ?eafbb, llddii^ 
-ai^d joy will pervade the earth. This will ^ke ^p- 
py families, nappy n?»,tit>ris and ia haip^py VdrW. A 
world, Ohow unUke ohe that is filled With discbhl 
and sin ! Wben shall infait uated mortals, bllird to thdi: 
own true interest, cease to hate a religion which Wfb- 
claims peace on earth arid good will to m^ti! Wheh 
rfmll this divine religion extend its heavienly influetiefe 
^ver the nations and heai this distracted, bleeding 
WPtld of its enmities^ its ivarsj and its miseries ! * Fly 
swiftly, the intermediate years... Come, <J come, ihe 
delightful period,' when nations shall Ibe borri to Qod 
in a d^y, and unnpmbered {nilliohs feel tke power, and 
^hare in the blessings of gospel love ! For this long 
predicted joyful day^* shall riot the friends of Cfari^ 
and of h^man. happiness, prsiy with utiited hearts ! ! 
* Amen.: . ».even so, come liord Jeisu^* 
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S^Kiour. 't^ >lant.?.etMetr^em^ ^r^d ov^r the 

wide wjiW^Tpess of gu^rpw^n country,* are lameh,tably 

4cstitsi,t^'QJ[! ri^li^Qj^Mnstr^^^^^ ^ Vast obiep ari 

%.?€ p^e?i«iOted ^9 av^i^lteii o^r Christian philattrthrQpy : 

Qbje^ste whicj^ reqi^ifc lis to ic^ye itideed as wpll as in 

iW)r4,..^1io i^/aa well, ^s ])ray.. Our brethren m the 

^S^t^yn ij^TOspiiere ^!^^ the wa3r s^nd in^-; 

vite u^t^ emulate tl^eirla^barspf benevolence. While 

thojUksanxl^^l^^^ |ain^d in th^ animated prayei-j tp th^ 

h^4 9^ t^ c^^rql^, * TRy kingdpiR come.' Tk^ 

lieroldsy pf the gospel have mei around the globe* 

1^-fy^^ Si^teft's empire b#4 reiaained quiet for ^Sj, 

^ije st^nd^ of tfle ci^oss, Iw been displayed. Ye^^ 

W tt^s sinful If c^rld, nitcn hayei been fot^nd, that from 

|pvp tQ C^ist ^nd immortal souls, oould ^uit thek 

pleasant homes for a dreary wilderness; encx>unter 

the perik of the ^^p tp embrace ijxmr pagan breth- 

rcA ; a^d t9 p^i>Us^ the i^nsefM:cha1t)lc riches of re- 

^deeming gr^ge, .<^9H^ ^ay^rse ikt * $np\yjr diffs pjF 

<jgce^i4wd op th^. b^^^^ Tp unite 

, in this ivtj9fk pf Iqye-, ^ a me^dpor ^nd effectual is op- 

igncd' t^j tjf^c chf istian^. of Ameri«2t. Mqtc minister^ 

;ffe wapjtedj. X^ ^^, nptliipg of th? lack pf abl^ 

and feitWVi !?^tpfs^ fpr thje sppplj p| old and vacapt 

^J?yui?ct^es ; in thie n^'^f settlements,, tHc, field ^?. ?paciy 

pixs l^t tjic lal^ emphfltic^Uy few. Theiip 

^jpRdijtijpp; ?ia^av^ tro tl^*thav(? 

hearts tp pray . O How eari^stly i^hould we implore 

the gre^ head of the church* I^^X he would jcaise up 

lpore]Viaylf w?^and ^K-Uiot'^ a,n4 Bwinai:d's ; that hq 

Yf puld sa.i)ct|fy. the hW^ ^ ypung men fpr himself; 

|;ji,Ye them ?:eal to labor, and. holy courage to suffer^ 

if need b^, in hi^ service ! Tlip signs of the, times 

summon us to diiigence- The kingdom pf Satag 

mw^t fall :.*.ir mU./all. But its dying struggles ma^ 
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shake the moral world to its fbunddtion. Before the 
knowledge of the Lord shall fill the earthy the contest 
betwixt truth and error, will probably be mighty and 
terrible. The trumpet sounds. Soldiers of Ema- 
nuel ! prepare for battle. Is Christianity then in dan- 
ger ? No. Impregnable walls suf I'ound the beloved 
pity : Zion's God is wiser...is mightier than all her 
foes. He will take care of his own cause ; but not 
by miracles. He will not set the dements to work 
to print bibles : he will not bid the winds blow stone 
and timber into temples of worship: he will not ap- 
point the rocks or trees to preach the gospel :...No ; 
he will fulfil his own promises by his own means. 
He will cause Christianity to triumph and spread over 
the earth, by awakening its friends to united activity 
and [Hxiyer, and by raising up gospel ministers, full 
of fstith and the Holy Ghost, who shall be ready * both 
to be bound and to die also for the name of the liord 
Jesus.* 

The subject will be finished with four reflections. 

1st. Christians are not sufficiently awake and en- 
gaged in the service of their divine master. 

The petty pursuits of private interest, the applause, 
emoluments or contests of this ' transitory world, eii- 
kindle our burning zeal ; while sdas, our dull hearts 
are often indifferent to the hqnor of the immortal 
king, and the blessings of ^is everlasting kingdom ! 
Wcf crawl like reptiles ; when we- should stand up 
like men, and run, like christians, the race set before 
us. How dp the children of this world rebuke our 
timidity apd our indolence ! See what waging of wars, 
enlisting armies and' equipping fleets ! wliat . rapid 
journeys... what buying and selling. ..what industry, in 
the shop, in the iield, in the market / Whence all 
this exertion I Do men spend days and nights of an- 
xious toil... traverse the ocean aiid dig in the earth 
for the empty, fleeting happiness of time ? They are 
in earnest. And should not men be in earnesi that 
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seek the honor oT Christ, and hope for solid, mdtiHng^ 
happiness in heaven? We go about our'bnsiness with' 
two much indifference. We read otir biblei, ^as 
though we read them' not. We pray,' as though we' 
prayed hot. We prieach, as though we preached hot. 
We hear, as though we heared not.* If the IbVe of 

' Christ dwell in the soul, it will hurri'and shine so' 
that its v)drmtb and %/&/ may be percciVW by others.' 

; Brethren, ^haH the encimies of the cross^longeii tri-* 
umph ih'bur luke^warmness ? Let uspilt theihrto'St-p' 
lence by holding falst oiir profession and living like 
Ghristians. - * ' 

; 2dly. Fellow Christians, are too grcit strangers;- 
T^hey are hbt free and fatiiillar emaigh in reHgibiis 
cori versation. A more perfect acquaintance with 'eacK" 
other's spiritual circumstances would niuch better en- 
able them to perform all the important ^ties of Chris- 
tian fellowship. How many who meet at the same 
communion table here, and expect to meet in the same 
heaven hereafter, reside but a few iniles, bt pethaps^ 
rods asunder, and yet from year to year, dp not 
spend an hour in 'friendly, unreserved interchange o^T 
views and feelings concerning the greatest of all sub-' 
jects— the interest of the redeemer's kingdbm and 
the salvation' of theirown souls. Is such the influ-' 
ence of Gospel Love ? In no wise. The heart liei 
at the root of the tongue : but of its abundance, the 
mouth speakdth. On this principle, 1 affirm, some 
reasonable conclusion may be drawn, as tb the' state 
of vital piety in a church, from th^ freedom which 
its members enjoy ^ among : themselves,; in religious- 
conversation. Can the businessortriilesof thiseartlf 
always employ our tongues, if our hearts are *ih hea- 
ven ? Canwem^e those our chosen <fpmpanion;s 
who expect from us so dreadful a ctimpliment to their- 
characters or oe/r (w;i, as to forbear speaking of him 
whom our soul loveth? The example of antient 
llaintsv recorded in God's holy book, demands oust 
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3d|j:v WC;^^ j^t faitiWul «oi^hi» maintaining, 
ng^nfir Solemn Vit. oun yows^ q^ aUeffiaiiae t^ 
:^^.:; ^nil^lft the; qcp^eqweccs pf, sligit^ng l^fe 
iHithf^ity-, A!fts,bf§thiS9,%t tbe,Qrdgr,,pQacp^b|eai»^ 
Ijf aBd,p50>p!5ritt.T 9|f ^ ch^rcjt^ shwld 90» ofteflj bc; 
ww^fd^ W ^9,G«^ss OF wiKij*. nf^gligj^ftij^ of bis 

Q^?q,,Sayipg f \vrb*trar^ tbe^fr M»'CLiffi4^ ^? w^jjr^ ^g^ 
o^|W>cq^pcJk|} to aflsww * T^ftsp witlK which, J^ 
was wounded in the house of his friends.' "Jhe wqif^ 
l^iASK with the bib)^ int dep^an4l9g: tbat thp yiisible 
^fis^jAs of C^ri^. ^uld do \ inore tlj^ others.' Sbftft 
y(i^ ^t a s^uj9^|ipl$9^g WqqJj l^efojpe bliiid sijnwrs tp.^n-, 
^ligg^r their Q:ifQrlasti|ijg int^jri^^sts I 3ball we tsn^pt; 
them ^ thp fal^; wd fat4 cQj^cli^Jjon, thai tt\e. cWwrhr 
^ God. fe a hQij^f^ divided agaji^sft^ itself Jt ^b^\ wc^ 
moun^ at .^he. prevajeijwje of ;bol4 iji|pietjr> an4 ^Ji^ 
9«€r th? ^cline'of vits^ ^Jgdjifje^?, W;hii^. ouf owa 
t4sk.s)idin|rs contribuite t/o. it|^ dpclii« ? Ift pl|Ji% i^uj:^ 
the di^c^bxx »C Q»r .chu^^hw is ^wfy^y npk^^* H, 
top nw^y ca8e8> it is noiho^g btut a »^n|9t/ .Hpw g^i> 
el^chesWin WUh aiid pw5p^,,wh^ tl^p .Qords,, 
^dth whk/h,Christ has boui;id t^m^ ar^ CHt of UQ^ied, . ^ 
jyhen the §acred inclosuyes of our ^jo^ ^^Jaid pgeft 
to tiie rude, a^pauU^ <^f its eneipwe^ ? 

4thl}> fumble, i|nite4, psf s^v^ringi pii^ayer is ajjj^-: 
ty in nv^Wchr th^ visibly fip^iJc^ly <^ Chp^. spre too d^fin 
<^ien):« .We pr^ i>ifde^.d ; bat dp we prest fv^ the spU 
:^it'gf the duty ? . Dp: w^ pray as though w« Q^p(^te4 
ta> be he;vi ^ Throu^i the coldness qf our hearty,, do. 
not pi)f dj^votions often die on pur tonguj^? If th^ 
insp^Qtion of wr own character^ and wants, does not 
iurnish 513%^ mptjiv^s to anji^^tp oHr pp^yeT^, qw 
we; not feel for a wprid of sii^ner^ arQi;u;^d us I Cai) 
,we Tiot fe^l for ouf guilty cpuntc^y-f- -overspread with 
prayeiiess families^ des^sers pf 1^^ gospe] ? \A^ "^^ 
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blind aI$o' to the ^ signs of this time/ and deaf to the 
voice of heaven which cries in our ears, * People of 
America ! Choose yc this day whom ye will serve... 
/Choose ye between Jehovah and Baal^. between reform- 
mat ion and ruin. 

Professed disciples of Jesus ! what think you of this 
subject? The great, the momentous question, wheth- 
er you love Christ or not, must soon be decided. 
If you serve him here, you will reign with him here- 
after. If you are penetents on earth, you will soon be 
saints in glory. There, faith will be swallowed up iii/ 
vision, and hope in consummate, endless enjoyment. 
There, christians from every clime and country will 
gather around their father's table ; patriarchs and pro-* 
phets ; apostles and martyrs ; the pious and faithful 
of every age, kindred and tongue will have a happy 
meeting, and that Jbappy meeting will last forever* 
There, millions of redeemed souls will raise their joy* 
ful hosannas to the Lamb, while they look back oit 
earth and time, where they were born to God, and 
trained for immortal bliss. 

Sinners in Zion ! what think you of this subject f 
Can you still live at ease, without Christ and with* 
out hope ? Can you still shut the Saviour from your 
hearts, trifle with his authority and trample on his 
blood ? Will you scorn the grace which he has pur« ^ 

chased, and the glory which he offers ? Then know ] 

assuredly that he will debar you from the blessings '" 

which you have so awfully undervalued, and consign 
you to the misery, which you have so foolishly refus« 
ed to escape. *To day if yc will hear his voice, bar* 
den not your hearts.* 
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THE tOttl, GUILT, AND MlSClilEl^S OF 

OUELLINO. 

A S E R M O ,N. 

IT 

TIMOTHY DWXGHI;, D. TX. 

»&SSIDSNT or YALB-COLLEGE. • 

PROVERBS xxviii. 17.. 

A moHi thai doeth ^aUnee to the bhod of any perfani fi^fik tb thtpH'j; 

kt M numjiay hiin. 

THIS passage of scripture is a republication of 
ihat general law co(siceniing homietde, wluch i$rje-* 
covded itv Gen« ix. 5, 6. ^^But surely your blooici of 
your lives witt I require : at the han4 of every beast 
wiU I require it, and at the hand of mati; at the, 
hand of every man^s brother will I require the life of 
manv Whoso sheddeth man's blood, bymaci shall 
his blood be shed : for in the image of God made be 
Hian/^' 

This law was pxsblished at the time, wheja the kil* 
ling of beasts for food was permitted. No tim<^ could 
have been equally proper <^ As. the shedding of am* 
maV blood would naturally remove the inherent hor^^ 
ror at destroying life^ and prepare mto to shed the 
bteod of each other; the- law became indespien$ablie 
for the prevention of this crhne, from the beginniug^ 
It oog)^ to be observed, that the detesuili09» wiih 
which God regards this sin^ is markeid ^itb apmiff 
iron in that singular declaration ; At the band oj^e^nry 
hcuH HiSiU I reqim^e it. If honuoide is so oddous in 
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the sight of God, as to expose the unconscious brut^, 
which effected it, to the loss of his own life as an ex- 
piation ; with whdt views must he regard a man, a ra^ 
tional agent, formed in his own image, when accom- 
plishing the death of his brother man with design^^ 
from the indulgence of malice, and in the execution 
of revenge ? As this original law was given to Noahy 
the progenitor of all postdiluvian men, it is evidently , 
(binding on the whole human race* Every nation has 
accordingly felt its force, and executed it upon the- 
transgressonr 

fo the <e*t, the same law is pfomulged with one 
adiditibnaf Injunction* * He shall flee to the pit; lee 
no man stay him.^ However strongly the past servi- 
ces of the criminal, or the tender s^ections of his 
friends may plead for his exemption from the sen- 
fence ; no man from any motivCy or with any view, 
shall prevent, or even retard, his progress towards the 
punishment required* To this punishment God has 
consigned him, absolutely and with hb own voice^ 
No consideration^ therefore,, can prevent, or hinder, 
the execution*^ 

A sober man woirld natttrally conclude, after read- 
ing these precepts, that in ^vitvy couritry, where their 
authority is acknowledged to be divine, homicide 
WQiiW in all cases^ beside those excepted expressly 
^ by God, be invariably punished with death. At least, 
he would expect to find all men in such countriesr 
agreeing, with a single voice, that such ought to be 
the fact ; and uniting with a single effort^ to bring it 
to pass. Above alU he would certaitily conclude,^ 
that whatever might be the decision of the vulgar, 
and the ignorant, there could be but erne opinion, in 
sueh countries, among those who filled the superior 
ranks of society. 

How greatly then, must such a {>ersqif be aston*^ 
ished, when he^ was informied, tliat in christian coun- 
triesTonly, an4 in sacb cidd^auics-aiiiong those only. 
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who are enixJIed on the list of superiorfty andtlis,- 
tinction,^ homicide of a kind no where excepted by 
God from this general destiny, but marked with aU 
the guilt, of which homicide is suoceptible, is not only 
not thus punished but is vindicated, honored and 
rewarded, by common consent, ^d undisguised sufn 
ffage. 

Thejfc^iews; which I entertain of Duelling may be 
sufficiently expressed lender the follpwing heads ; 

The Folly, 

The Guilty and 

The Mischiefs J of ibis Crime. 

Duelling is vindicated, so far as my knowledge exr 
^nds, on thefbUpwii^jg considerations only; That it ifir 

A punishment^ 

A reparationy 

A prevention of injuries ; 

And a source af reputation to the parties. 

If it can be shown to be neither of these, in an]^ 
such sense, as reason can approve, or argument sus- 
tain ; if it can be proved to be wholly unnecessary to 
all these purposes, and a preposterous method oif ac- 
compli^hing them ; it must evidently fail of all vin- 
dication, and be condemned as foolish, irrational, and 
ideserving only of contempt. 

As a punishment oj an offence ^ which for the pre^ 
sent shall be supposed to be a real one, duelling is 
fraught with absurdity only. If a duel be fought on 
equal terms y the only terms allowed by duellists, the 
person injured exposes himself, equsdly with the in- 
surer, to a new suffering ; dways greater in truth, and 
commonly in his own opinion^ thaA that which he 
purposes to punish. The injurer only ought to suf- 
fer, or to be exposed to suffering. No possible rea- 
son can be alledged, why the innocent man should 
be at all put in hazard. Were the tribunals of jus- 
tice to place the injured party, appealing to them for 
redress, in the same hazard of being obliged to pay a 
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debty idth ihe "fraudijicitt d^ebtor, ib ^same dan** 
fett", of sfufFerhig a new ftxiud, wHh the swindJer,; <ie 
an €qmd chance of suSeninig a secetid maylveiDi, 
^i4tii tliie assauher of his life^ cmt were .they to turn 
tiiUft o«tt upon the roiad^ to try bis Ibrtune, in pother 
rc^ery^ with the hi^v^aynie»; i^hat would com*' 
inon sense say of their distribution ? It would do«fat- 
fess i^ranxmnce them to have Just ei^eaped from bed- 
lam; a^ order them to be aU*aitrwa»stcoated, «»nti| 
they should recover their reason. Here the injured 
person constiti^tes himself his own |udge ; and re- 
solves on a mode of pumsbmept^ ^which^ if ordered 
l^y any other um^nre, he would reject witiii indigaa- 
tfioi^ Wha^ i he would exciahn ; im I, becatuse X 
have been injured once, to be injured aaecotifad time ? 
And is my enemy, because he has robbed m^ of my 
character , to be permitted -also to rob tnc of my life ? 
Let it be remiembcred, that the deciskm is nol the 
less mad^ because it is voluntarily formed by him- 
self. He, who wantonly wastes hb pw» well being 
is of aU fodis the greatei^t. 

jis a Reparations duelling ha$ stil| less claim to thp 
ckiracter of rational. What is the reparation proposr 
e^? If it be any things it must consist either in the 
act of fighting, or in the death of the wrong^doer. If 
the injury be a fraud, neither of these will restore the 
lost property ; if a personal suflfcring, neither CJm re- 
store ^alth^ or renew a limb^ or a faculty. Or if the 
wrong be an injury to the character, it cannot need 
to be asserted, that neither fighting as a duellist, nor 
killing the wrong^doer, can alter a;t all the reputa^ 
tion which has been attacked. He has, perhaps, been 
charged ^th lying. If the charge is just, he is a liar 
still. If it be known to be just, i^ther fighting nor 
kllHng his antagonist, will wipe off the stain. The 
public knew him to be a liar before the combat ; with 
the same certainty they know him to foe such after 
the combat. What reparation hash^ gained? )<}ot 
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&tiit man wiB Velteve the story the less, because he 
has fooght a duel, orkiMed bis man. If on the other 
hand, the charge is Mse, £ghting will not in the 
least degree prove, it to be so. Truth ^nd falsdiood 
mtHst, if •evinced at all, be eviiMjed by evidence; not 
by fitting. In the days of knight-errantfy this itte- 
thod df deciding controversies had, i-n the reigning 
Superstition, one rational plea, which now it cannpt 
claim. God was then believed to give success inva- 
rlaWy, to the party which had justice 'On its side. 
Modem duellists neither betieve, nor \v4sh God to' 
interfere in their concerns. 

The reparation, enjoyed in the mere gratification 
of revenge, will not here be pleaded, because, dueU 
lists disclaim with indignation the, indulgaice of that 
contemptible passion. In the progress <if the dis- 
course, however, this subject will be further exaui- 
ined. 

As a pmentim of crimes generally it is etjnafly ab- 
surd. 1 acknowledge readily, that the fear of dah^ 
ger and suffering wiS, in a greater or less degree, pre- 
vent crimes,^ and that men may, in some instances, 
be discouraged from committing private injuries by 
the dread of being called to account in this iinanner. 
But these instances will be few : and this inode of 
preventing injuries is almost wholly ineffectual. — 
Duelling is always honorable among duellists; and 
to be generally practised, must be generally esteeni- 
ed honorable. That which is honorable will always 
be courted. The danger to life, will therefore re- 
commend duelling to most men instead of deterring 
from it. None whp call themselves Inen of honor^ 
ever shew any serious reluctance to give, or accept, 
a diaHange. All are brave enough to hazard life, 
whenever the hazard becomes a sourse of glory. — 
Every savage, that is, every man in a state Of nature, 
will fight because it is glorious. Civilized meii have 
jQSMtly the same natural character. f^ersHade them 
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that it is gloridus to give and accept challenges, and 
to fight duels, and few or none of them will hesi. 
tate. The dread of danger, appealed to, and relied 
on, in this case, is therefore chiefly imaginary. 

Few persons will ultimately, be prevented from dol- 
ing injuries by duelling. Affronts on the contary^ 
will be given, merely to create opportunities of fight- 
ing. , Fighting in the case supposed, is glory ; and to 
acquire glory men will make their way to fighting 
through affronts, injuries and every other course of 
conduct, necessary, or believed to be necessary, to the 
end. This fact in the case of humbler and more vuU 
gar battles has long been realized. Many a bully 
spends a great part of his life in fighting ; and will at 
any time abuse those, with whom he is conversant, 
not from malice nor revenge, but merely to provoke 
them to battle, that he may obtain the honor of fight- 
ing. The nature of all classes of men is the same ; 
^nd polished persons will do the same things which 
are done by clowns, without any other difference than 
that which exists in the mode. The clown will fight 
vulgarly; the polished man genteelly: the provoca- 
tions of the clown will be coarse ; those of the gentle- 
man will be more refined. With this dissimilarity 
excepted, the conduct of both will be the same ; but 
^ the gentlemen will feel the sense of glory more ex- 
quisitely, he will seek it with more ardour, and do 
nvanton injuries with more frequency, .and less regret , 
Thus the ultimate effect will be to increase, and not 
to prevent, injuries; and the extent of the increase 
cannot be measured t 

4^esi(ie$, injuries so slight as to be ordinarily dis- 
regarded ; nay, imaginary and unintended injuries, 
will, amidst the domination of such pride and passion, 
as regulate this custom, be construed into serious 
fibuses ; and satisfaction will be demanded with suph 
imperiousnesQ, as to preclude all attemps at repara- 
ilpp, on the part of the offender; lea^t, in the very 
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<rfFer of them, he should be thought to forfeit the cha- 
tactcfr of an honorable man. Whenever fighting be- 
comes the direct and chief avenue to glory, no occa- 
sion, on which it may be acquired, will be neglected^ 
The loss of any opportunity will be regarded of course 
as a serious loss ; and the neglect of the least, as a 
serious disgrace. The mind will,, therefore, be alive, 
vigilant, and jealous, least such a loss, or such a dis- 
grace should be incurred. Almost every thing, which 
is either done, or ontitted, will by such a mind be 
challenged as an affront, and resented as an injury. 
Thus the injuries, which \yill bejelt will be incalcu* 
Ubly multiplied. 

To what a condition will this reduce society ? But 
duelling is considered as a source oj teputation^ lu 
what does the reputation conferred by it, cortsist ? 

Tke duellist is a bra^e man. So is the highway^ 
man, the burglar, the pirate, and the bravo, who de- 
rives bis name from gallant assassination. Nay, the 
bull-dog is as bold as either. Bravery is honorable 
toman, only when exerted in a just, useful, rational 
cause ; where some real good^ is intended, and may* 
hopefully be accomplished^ In every other case it is 
the courage of a brute* Can a man wish to beconie 
a competitor with an animal ? 

But this claim to bravery is questioned. If from 
the list of duellists were to be subtracted all those^ 
M^ho either give, or receive ^^hallenges from the fear 
«if being disgraced by the omission, or refusal; how 
small Would be the remainder ? But is ^ting from the 
fear of disgrace, merely, to be regarded as brave* 
ry in the honorable sense ; or as courage in any sense ? 
Is it not, oh the contrary^ simply choosing, of two 
evils, that which is felt to be the least. Is there any 
©feature, which is not bold enough to do this ? 

Genuine bravery, when employed at all, is always 
employed in combating some real evil ; something 
^hicfa ought to be opposed. When public opinion 
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is false and mbakievQus,. it will of course meet resa- 
lutely, public apinion ; and dare nobly to stem the 
torrent, which is wasting with its violence the public 
good. Genaine bravery woujd nab^ly disdnin to give, 
or receive a chaHei^; because both are pernicious 
to the safety wd peace of n^93kind. No man is truly 
great who has hq resolution to withstand, and will not 
invariably and undauntedly withstand every false and 
ruinous public apinion* 

But suppose it were reafty reputable in the view of 
the public, the question would s?till recur withaJl its 
farce. Is it right? Is it agreeabie to the will of God ? 
Is it useful to mankind ? No advance is made towi^rds 
the defence of duelling, until these questions can be 
answered in the afiirriMLtiveji Tl^ opinion of the pub- 
lie cannot alter the nature of moral princijples, nor of 
moral conduct. In the days of Jeroboam, the public 
apinion of Israel decreedi and supported, the worship 
of the two calves; aadboth before, and afterwardsv 
sanctioned sacrifi<je$ of children to Moloch. The 
public opinion at Carthage destined the brightest and 
best youths in the state as victims to Saturn^ In asim« 
ilar manner public opanion has erred endlessly in every? 
age and country. Aa honest and brave man would 
in every such case have Mrith^tood the public c^inion 
and would firmly resolve with Abdiel to stand alone 
rather than fall .with midtitudes. He who willnotdQ 
this, when either the worship of a stock, the immolar 
tion of a human victim, or the murder of . bis feUoi\«( 
m^n, is justified by public opinion, is not only de* 
void of sound principle^, but the subject of misera^ 
ble cowardice. It is a mfK^Jcery of language, and. an 
afirontto comm^on sense*, t^c^lhim, who tremhKijj 
for fear of loosing popular applause, sacrifices his faith 
and his integrity to the optoion. of his felljaw meii, by 
any other name than a coward. 

But dilelti sts claim the character tof del^affi and p^r 
culiar Jbanor. On what is this (^him foii^ided. ? M& 
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they more sincere, just, kind>' peaceable, generous, 
and reasonable than other men ? These are the ingre- 
dients of ari honorable character. They themselves 
«^nnot deny it. Thalt some ttieri who have fodght du- 
els, have exhibited greater or less degrees of this spirit, 
I shall not hesitate to acknowledge: Men of real 
worth have undoubtedly been guilty of this folly and 
sin, as well as of other follies and other sins* But 
these men derived all their worth from other sources ; 
and gained all that was honorable in their n\inds» and 
lives, by their character, as men, and not as duellists* 
As duellists^ they fell from the height, to which they 
had risen. He who will explain in. what the honor 
or the delicacy, of the spirit of duelling consists, will 
confer an obligation on his fellow men, and may un- 
doubtedly claim the wreath due to superior intellect. 

Hov) generally ate duellists ^ on the contrary, haugh- 
ty, overbearing, quarrelsome, passionate and abusiven; 
troublesome neighbours, uncomfortable friends, and 
disturbers of the coThmon happiness ? Their preten- 
2^ions to honor and delicacy, are usually mer^ preten- 
sions i a deplorable egotism of character, which pre- 
cludes, them from all en joy ment^ and prevents those 
around them from possessing quifet, and conifort, un- . 
less every thing is conforn[ied to their vain and capri- 
cious demands/ 

There is neither delicacy^ nor honor, in giving, or , 
taking, affronts easily, and suddenly ; nor in justify- 
ing them on the one hand, or in revenging them on 
the other. Very little children do all these things 
daily, without either honor or delicacy, from the mere 
impulse of infantine pasision. Those who imitate 
them in this conducty Tesemble thetn in character ; 
and are only bigger children. 

But duellirig is reputable in the public opinion. I have 
aflready answered this declaration ; but i will answer 
it agaim Who are the persons of whom thisf public 

,27 
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is couslitutcd ? Are they wise and good men? Can* 
one wise and good man, unqestionably wise and good,, 
be named, who has publidy appeared to vmdicate 
duelling? If therq were even one, his:name would ere . 
this, have been announced to the workK This public 
is not then formed of such men, and does not include 
them in its number* Is it formed of the mass of man- 
kind; either in this, or any other civilized country ? 
I [boldly deny, that the generality of men^ in any sucli^ 
c;iountry;, ever justified duelling, or respected duel- 
list. Let the appeal be made to facts. In this coun* 
try certainly, tlie pablic voice h wholly against the 
practice* Some persons who have fought duels, have 
unqestionably. been here respected for their talent*, « 
and' their conduct; but not. one for duelling. The 
pr<5of of this is complete. This part of their conduct 
is never the theme of public, and hardly ever of pi^i- 
vate commendation. On tl>e contrary, it is always 
mentioned with regret, and generally with detestation* • 
Who then is this public ? It is the little collection of 
duellists, magnified by its own voice, as every other 
little party is, into the splendid character* of the pub- 
lic. Tliat duellists should pronounce duielling to be. 
reputable cannot be thought a wonder, nor alledged 
as an argument. 

But it is dishonorable not to giDc a c/jalknge^.wbcn 
afronted; and to 7-efuse one 'when gi'oen (Fho can 
endure the sense of shame, or cansent to li'oe in in^ 
Jamy ? What is life nvorth ivithout reputation^ and haw 
can reputation be preseriycd, as the nvorld now is^ with- 
out obeying the dictates of this custom ? 

This, I presume, is the chief argument, en which' 
duelling rests ; and by which its votaries are, at least 
a great part of them, chiefly governed. Take away 
the shame of neglecting to give, or refusing to accept 
a challenge ; and few men Would prdbably enter the 
field of single combat, except from motives of re-, 
venge. 
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V i On this argiunentl observe, that he, who alleges 
it, gives up the former arguments of. course. If a 
-Wian ' fights /ojnwW iJj^ shame of not fighting ^.he, does 
•not^fight, Xo punish J repair, or prevent a^ injury* If 
the disgrace of not • fighting, ' is his vindication for 
- fighting, then he is not vindicated hy any of these con- 
siderations ; nor by that of delicate iumor, nor by any 
vthing else. The real reason, and that on which aloiSe 
r|-se ultimately relies for his justification^ is, that if he 
docs not fight, he shall be disgraced ; and that this dis- 
<gface is attended with such misery, as to necessitate 
>aad to J4istify,'his.fighting. 

In alleging this reason, as his justification, the du- 
ellist gives up, also, the inherent rectitude of duelling 
and acknowledges it to be i^ itself wrong. Other:wisc 
:*he plainly could not ne^,.r44>r appeal to, this »rea- 
son , as- his vindicaUon. The misery of this disgrace, 
therefor^,;i9according to his declaration, such as to 
^TeJider that right, which is inherently, ami which, but 
"for this misery, would still be wrong, or jsinfuL— 
This is indeed a strange opinion. God has» and it 
.will not often be denied that he has, prohibited certain 
•^inrds { di^ conduct lo men. Tliese he lias absoluteLy 
prohibited. According to this opinion, however, ,he 
.places men by his providence in sucK circumstances 
6f distress, that they may lawfully disobiey liis prohi- 
< bitions ; because otherwise, they would endure intole- 
^rable misery* Has^ God, then published a law, and 
^afterwards placed men in such circumstances, as to 
make their disobedience to it lawful? HlowAinreason- 
• ably, according to this doctrine, have the scriptures 
<^harged Satan with sin. His misery, as exhibited 
by them, is. certainly more intolerable than that, which 
rishere'^professed, and of course will warrant ^hjm to 
Imrsue the several courses, in Which he expects to les- 
isen it. This is the present plea of the dudlist; Satali 
might make it with double force. 

Had the Apostles bethought themselves of this ar- 
gument, they might, it would seem, have spared 
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themselves the scorn, the reproach, the hunger, the 
hakednesis, the persecution, and the violent death, 
which they firmly encountered, rather than disobedU 
ence-to God. Foolishly indeed must they have gone 
to the stake and the cross^ when they might have 
found a quiet refuge from both in the mere recollec* 
tion, that the loss of reputation was such extreme dis- 
tress, as to justify him who was exposed to this evil, 
in any measures of disobedience, necessary in his view 
to secure his escape. 

What an exhibition is here given of the character 
of God? He has published a law, which forbids ho- 
JBiicide, a law universally acknowledged to be just 
and particularly acknowledged to be just in the very 
adoption of this argument. ^ At the same time it is in 
this argument averred^ that he often places his crca* 
tures in such circumstances, tha^ they may lawfully 
disobey it. Of these circumstances every mian is 
considered as being his own judge. If then any man 
judge that his circumstances will justify his djisobe- 
dience, he may according to this argument lawfully 
disobey. If the argument were universally admitted, 
how evident is it, that every m^n would disobey every 
law of Qod, and yet be justified ? Obedience would 
therefore vanish from men, the law become a nullity, 
and God cease to govern and be unable to govern bis 
creatures. This certainly would be a most ingenious 
method of annihilating that law, every jot and tittle of 
which he has declared shall stand though to fulfil it 
^ heaven and ear tk pass avf ay. 

On the same ground might every man, in equal dls- 
treiss, seek- the life of him who occasioned it however 
innocently ; and hazard his own. But poverty, dis- 
apppinted ambition and a thousa.nd other misfortunes, 
involve men in equal sufferings ; as we continually 
see by the suicide which follows them. Of these utiis- 
fortunes, generally, meny either intentionally, or unin- 
tentionally, are the causes. He, therefore who causes 
them, may, pn this ground, be lawfully put to, death 
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)>y the sufferer. What boundless havoc would this 
doctrine make of human life ; and how totally would 
it subvert every moral principle ? 

How different was the conduct of St. Paul, in suf- 
jertngs, inestiii>ably greater than those here alleged i 
JBeing reviled^ says, he, we bless; being persecuted^ ive 
suffier it ; being defam^d^ we entreat. Thus he acted, 
syhen, as he declares in the same passage, &e was hun''^ 
gry^ and thirsty^ and naked, cind buffeted ^ and bad no 
certain dwellhig place. 

But what is this suffering ? It is nothing but the an- 
guish of wounded pride. Ought, then, this impcri- 
.ous, deceitful, debasing passion to be gratiiied at the 
ex[>ense of murder, and suicide ? Ought it to be gratx- 
fied at all ? Is nqt most of the- turpitude, shame, and 
misery, of man the effect of this, passion only ? Angels 
by the indulgence of thf s passion lost heaven ; and 
the parents of mankind ruined a world. 

But a good name is by the scriptures, themsehes as- 
serted to be an invaluable possession. It is. But what 
is a good name in the view of the scriptures ? It is 
the result of wisdom and virtue; not of folly and sin ; 
m plant brought down from the heavens, which will 
Sourish, and blossom, and bear fruit forever., 
. But is not the esteem oj o^ur fellow, men an inestimable, 
injoyment? And have not v)ise men^ in every age of the 
Viorld^ given this as their opiriion ? The esteem let 
xne ask of what men ? The esteem of banditti is cer* 
tainly of no value. The character of the men is, there- 
fore, that which determines the worth of their esteem. 
The esteem of wise and good men is undoubtedly a 
possession, of thcvalue alledged ; particularly, because 
it is given only to wise and good conduct. If you co- 
vet esteem then, merit it by wisdom and virtue ; and 
you will of course gain the blessing. By folly and 
guilt you can gain no applause, but that of fools and 
sinners ; while you assure yourself of the contempt 
and abhorrence of all others. 
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I shall conctude this part of the discussion ^vit^^ Afe 
following summary remarks. 

Duelling is eminently absurd, because the reasons, 
which create the centest, are generally trivial. These 
are almost always trifling affronts, whieh a magnani^ 
mous man would disdain to regard. A brave and me- 
ritorious officer in the British arn\y was lately killed 
in a duel, which arose out of the fighting of twodogs* 

As an adjustment of disputes^ it is supremely absurd, 
if -the parties possess ^jrwa/ skilly innocence andxrirae 
.are placed on the same level ; and their interests are 
decided by a game of hazard. A die would bctt^ 
terminate the controversy ; because \be chances would 
<be the same, arid tlie danger and death would be avoid- 
ed. If the parties possess unequal skilly t\itoohc^M 
of kQth^wct committed to the decision of one ; deeply 
interested ; perfectly selfish ; enraged ; and precludefl 
by the very plan of adjustment from ddingthat, which 
whidh is right, unless in doing it, he will <jonsent to 
suffer an incomprehensible evil. To avoid this evil he 
is bt the laws of the controversy, justifitfd in doing to. 
his antagonist all the future injustice in his powei^. 
Never was there a more improper Judge ; nor a more 
improper si tuation forjudging. .^ty-*add |p the foHj^' 
the Very mode of decision involves new evils; so^that 
the injustice already done can never be redressed ; bw* 
by doing'other and greater injustioell^ 



* T&ity however^ h he^imd a ^<)ttbti^e reed Jiaie of the, fu^Ct, .BueU 

jyis prafffs tofiht m eqml terms : and make much; parade ofa^uflhiig^ 

combat Jo a to accord with thefe term* But all this . is mre profe/Jum. 

Mift of ihofef^jfho defign to become /^ellljls, apply themfelves with gredt 

a^duUy to /hooting tvUb pistols at a mark placed at the uttnofl ufudifighth^ 

djflance. In this manner tbsy prov2^ that they intend'^ eroall ihetnfelvet ef 

their fupsrhrJkiU^ thus laboriously acqidred^ to deade the eomkst agm^ 

'their antagonijls. It makes not the leqft differesc^^ whether the advantage 

confifls in better arms i a betisr pofitlon^ an earlier fir e^ oi( a more Jkillftd 

'hand. In each cafe the advantage Hes In the greater- pr'obabilhy which it fur- 

til/hes one of the combatants of fuccefs in the duel, Sitperibrjkill enfuret ihis 

probability : and is therefore ^ according to the profeffions of duellifts atm^' 

fair and iniquitous advantage. 
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FifiaMy, It is infinite folly, as in every duel, each 
party puts his soul, and his eternity, into extreme ha,. 
zard, voluntarily; and rushes before the bar of God, 
stained with the guilt of suicide, and with the- design 
of shedding violently the blood of his fellow men. 

The gt^i// of duelling involves a train of the most so- 
lemn considerations. An understanding, benumbed 
by .the torpor of the li^teirgy, only would fail to dis- 
cern them ; a heart- of flint to feel them ; and a con- 
science vanquished, bound and trodden under foot, to 
regard them with horror. 

Duelling is 2l violation of the laws of man. Submit 
to nery. ordinance of man for the Lord^s sake, is equal- 
ly a precept of reason and revelation. The govem- 
riient of erery cotmtry is the indispensable source of 
protection, peace, safety, and happiness, to its inha- 
bitants; arid the only means of transmitting these 
blessings, together with education, knowledge, and 
religioni to their' children. It is therefore a good, 
which cannot be estimated. But without obedience 
to its Uws, no government caii continue a moment.^ 
He, therefore, who violates them, contributes volun- 
tarily to the destruction of the government itself, and 
of all the blessings which it secures. 

The laws of every civilized country forbid duelling, 
and forbid it in its various stages by denouncing 
against it severe and dreadful penalties; thus proving, 
that the wise and good men of every such country have 
with one voice, reg^rd^ed it, as an injury of no com-^ 
mon magnitude. The duellist, therefore, openly and 
of system, attacks, the laws, and the peace, and the 
happiness, of his country ; loostns the bonds of socie- 
ty; and niakesan open v;ar on his fellow-citizens, and 
their posterity. 

At the same time, he takes the decision of his own 
contfoversiesbtitof the hands of the public, and con- 
stitutes himself his own judge, and avenger. His 
arm he makes the empite of all his concernis; and in- 
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solently requires his co.imtrymeh to submit their in-' 
terest, when connected with hisown, to the adjudica- 
tionbf his passions. Claiming* and sharing, all the 
blessings of civilized society, he arogates, also, the 
savage independence of wild and brutal nature ; wrests 
the sword of justice from the hand of the magistrate, 
and wields it, as the weai>oa of an assassin. To him 
government is annihilated. Laws and trials, judges 
and juries^ vanish before him. Arms are his laws 
and a party his judge ; his only trial is a battle, and 
his hall a field of blood. 

i ff 

All his countrymen have the same rights which he 
has. Should they claim to exercise those which lie 
claims, what would be the consequence ? Every con- 
troversy, every concern, of man would be terminated 
by the sword and pistoL Civil war; war, waged by 
friends and neighbours, by father, sons, and brothers ; 
war, of that dreadful kind, which the Romans de- 
nominated a tumult; would spread through every 
country : a waf , in which all the fierce passions of 
man would be let loose; and wrath and malice, re-' 
vcnge and phrenzy, would change the worldihtaa 
dungeon, filled with maniacs, who had broken their 
cliains, and glutted their rage with each other's mis- 
ery. Thus duelling universally adopted, would ruin 
every country ^ destroy all the peace and safety, and; 
blast every hope, of mankind. Who but a fiend 
would willingly contribute to this devastation ? 

The guilt, begun in the violation of the laws of man, 
ri finished in the violation of the laws of God^ This 
awful Being who gave us existence, and preserves it, . 
who is every where, and sees every thing ; who made, 
and rules the universe ; who will judge and reward^ 
both angels and men ; and before whom, e^ery worky 
Hvitb ei^ery secret thing shall be brought inta judgment ; 
with his own voice proclaimed to this bloody world,-' 
from Mount Sinai, * Thou shalt not kill.' The com- ' 
mand, as I explained it the last season in this place,, 



foi^bids kilting absolutely/ No exception, as I tfaeii 
observed, can be lawfully made to the precept, ex- 
cept those,, which the Lawgiver has himself made. 
These I furthet* observed, af e limited td killing beasts, 
Mrhen necessary for food, or plainly noxious ; and put- 
ting men to death by the sword of pubfic justice, or 
in self defence J whether private or ptiblic. This be- 
itig the oinly ground of justifiable war. As these are 
the sole «ixceptions, it is clear that duelling is an open 
vidlatioii of this law of God: 

The guilt o^duelUiig in this vie\tr is manifold; and 
in aH it^ varieties is sufficiently dreadful to alarm any 
man, whose^ conscience Is susceptible of alarm, and 
whose mind is not too stupid to discern, that it is a 
feairjfll thing to full into the hands of tke giving God. 
. If the duellist is a mere creature of solitude i in whose 
life pr death, happiness or misery, no human being is 
partictiiarly interested ; if no bosom will glow with 
his prosperity, or bleed with his sufferings ; if no 
mourner wnll follow Ijiis hearse, and no eye (hop a tear 
over his gravjb ; still he is & man. AS a man, he ^wes 
ten thousand duties to hts fellow men ; aad j^se 4ire 
all commanded by his God. His laborS) hks example,' 
his prayers, aire d^ily due 4^ the neighbor^ the stran-- 
geir, the poor, and the jmblic. He cannot mthdraw 
them wijthout sin. The eternal Being, whose wisdoni 
and justice have sanctioned all these claims, will e^act 
the forfeiture at his hands ; and inquu*e of mt viiqk^ 
ed and slothful serniant^ why, ih open defiance 6f his 
known pleasure he has thiis shrunk frond his duty, and 
buried his talent in the grave. < , 

Is he a son ? Who licensed him In rebellion against 
the fifth command of the decalogue, to pierce his 
parents hearts with agony, and to bring down their grey 
hairs 'With sorrow to the grave ? Why did he not live 
^ to bonpr his father and his mother ; to obey, to com^ 
fort, to delight, and to support them in tjbeir decline 
ing years ; and to give them a rich reward for all tfa«if 

2^ ' 



toilf expptv»ey ai|d suS^ring^ lu: his birtii; 9|id[ etj^o^ 
ti^ii, hy; a dutiful^ dbcrei^t, aad'aawabte life, tb^ only; 
rewFayrd \^hich they asfc .\Wby did be shroud, ^^ iHQrii.-. 
i^of theirihappness; in nUdn ighl ; arntj c%u$^; th^it ris- 
ing hop€3 tQ/setin Wosgd. ? Why did lie ^^be uftfeefom 
theii: a»g«l5hed e)^e3 the spectre of:a,spn,» slain ^i( the 
enormous perpetration of ^ip; esjoapl&g: frpift a: ttioutv- 
led grave; or comings ftoixi the region of djspgft^d 
spkits^ta haunt their, course- through decUpii^g* Ufi^ 
to jilarm their sleep, and chiHthek waking mftmfat$;t, 
with the despairing agonbiftg cry ^ 

^' Death! ti^;aitnelancbQ!y day. 
" To those that have nq God.'^ 

I^ he ^iffushdnd? He has br^ken^the mai^iage vow; 
the oath of God; Me has forsiafceii' the wife of his 
youth. He has refused to funrish her sustenance ; 
to share her joys ; to sooth he** sorrows ; to watch, 
her sick bed ; and to- provide for his ohikJfen, and* 
hers, the means of living here, and the means of liv- 
ing forever. He has denkd the faith and' is^ nkarse^ 
than an infidd Where, in the fktal^ guilty moment^ 
when he resolvisd to east away his life^ were hi» ten- 
derness to tfie partner of Ms bosom-; the yearnings 
of his- bowels towards the offisjjf ing of his loins ; his^ 
sense of d^ty ; his remembrance ctf God ? la every 
obaraeter, as a depvndant creature-j as a sin/ul^^^man^ 
his eternal life and d^eath were suspendfed* onbisfq^'- 
pveness' of his enemies. He vfh6 alone can forgive 
sins, and save sinners, has said, Ifye/hrgi^denottHen 
their trApasses, neither wilt your hmventyjmher fir- 
gme yoiii He has gone ferthfer; He has ft>fhadd*n 
man even to at^k pj«:doh of God, unless with a forgiv- 
ing spirit to his fellow mem In vfiincan the duellist 
I*etend to a forgiving temper. Iflie felt'tiife spiAt of 
the cross, could he possibly for an^ affront, an offence 
ligliter than air; sherf the Wood of his neighben Gbiild^ 
he pliinge* the friends^ of the suffetec into- aik abyss 4i$ 



fereak oh Ae t\ hc^l the *lii3^m'offelsi*^ife -jJAd childreit; 
^nd -libd tin the dobr pofts 61 his 'hm^-^mdamir^ 
^iamtntdtidn arid njO'M ? 

'Sdikfidiilohfordftofes^lin^ Vtry fleniawd 

%'hich he makeis ; the orily baiis 6f his cdtttest. ife 
this^hfelattguag^^of forgiveifess'? ft is tfn ifi^iilt to 
T^btnnfKMi Sense, it is ah tmtragc On cotnfnbn decency, 
to hold this language ; and yet profess tkfa lettiper. 
The 'kh^uage* is ttie lihguagfe of revenge. *? he 'Spi- 
rit is flie sfririt <Sf revenge. The Variiidh, ^dtwithi. 
^sftahdingit is so laboriously spread, is t06 'Ain to ' 
Conceal tltc ^bsslrnateHals, or to dfecdVe the hiost 
Spaceless bj'ei. ilevengeTor a'supp6sed affi^t^nt^re 
for ^Trotiridtid pri&e, ; f^ SnAitten, ft*r 

fVttstrat^fl schemes 6f*poweri ^fictates <hc teltellrnpgfe, 
s«resthe'><reap<mdfd6ath,*iid goads the ^teittpidti 
*6 the fteid. 4levenge t\iiti3 the Steaft to Storie, 'di- 
tde^ Wit fatal kYm, arid gloomily »«iks ovtr 'the^Wt. 
"ptriftg vitfim* Iletttove thrs ^paBlatibn , Bilitiftble «ts 
it is, and yotian^e 'riiacn^ii fiend. A^fleiM tvoHl& 
•AiiiVcref vvithtiut eftiottbiv; M*3fe a tnan ^is • htfrricil tb 
tlife tJf eadftfl Hvoit hy pasSibh bnlyv 

But What ^n image Is preset 'to the 'cyfe Ijy % 
ttiaii, ftrtfs dreadftilty execifring revenge ? -A Wor*i 
'^Off'tKeya^t;, a feinftil ^<Vcrm^ -aft ^ostatc^ NvKb MVfts 
on iAcrcy 0% • ^Tiociyald hot ffias 'have- Uvedjhtfd 
*rt^t%[is^saWoiurdiyd for Mfti •, *Wti6 is cTimfeofnfia \^*h , 
'ien thoasand xrimies, 'cbmmftteti -agaihsft Mi ^d-; 
who is Sboii tb ^tfe^ridd, * jud|gfed ^d^itwaraed, ««r 
thcin all; %is tv^tii ¥aiffefe& 4tfs -cVes^, ^rid tft*s i«f% 
of the affront xt^kk lieceivai, of nqiired hdtior, 6f 
iwtitfdtajch^^ 

iFs Teltow^iworm. . iflrti "thte Is iJone under thae all- 
iearcfiing eyfe, aii^ ih thfc ^^eridS^s Jt^Bribe of 
JcwovAfa; ivho4ias.hoiig tiie pardon b^f tKismiserabfe 
^^eingi'on lti8^^givefikess' oTiiis fellow. Be astonish- 
«*, V9 hifc^a^, m^hisK' 'aijd^thowi -eartli> ib^ ^kwrihly 
afiaid ! 
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Nor is this crime merely ah execution of revenge f- 
it is a cold deliberate revenge. The deliberate kil- 
ling of a man is murder^ by the decision of cominpn 
sense, by the decision of human law, by the decision 
of God. How few murderers have an equal oppor- 
tunity, or equal advantages, to deliberate ? By a 
mind informed with knowledge, softened with the 
humanity of polished life, enlightened by revelation ; 
conscious of a God, and acquainted with the 'S'aviouf: 
of mankind, a cool, deliberate purpose is formed, che«^ 
rished, and executed, of murdering a fellow creature. 
The servant, who forgave not his fellow servant his 
debt of an hundred pence, but thrust him into pri&OHj 
noas delivered over to the tormentors by bis Lord^ until 
he should pay the ten thousand talents^ which be owedy 
V>hen he bad nothing (o pay ? What will be the desti- 
ny of that servant, who in the same circumstances, for 
a debt, an injury, of a tenth part of the value of an 
hundred pence, robs his fellow servant of his life? 
.Had an Apostle ; had Paul ; amidst all the unexamp- 
led injuries, which he suffered^ seut a challenge, or 
fought a duel, what would have become of his cha- 
racter, as an apostle, or even as a good man. This sin- 
gle act would have destroyed his chju^cter, and ruin- 
ed his mission. Infidels, would have triumphantly 
objected this act, as unquestioned proof of his im- 
morality, of his consequent un^tness to be an Apos«- 
tie from Gqd to mankind, and of his destitution^ 
therefore, of inspiration. Nor could christians have 
answered tlie objection. But can that conduct which 
would have proved Paul to be a sinner, consists with 
^ virtuous character in another m^n ? 

Hftd the Ss^viour of the world* (I make the unnat- 
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* ItitlhRew umverfaUy admitted hy Cbrlstiams^ that tie amduet 
which would have leenjnful m Cbrjfi^ eonfidered merefy as flaeed under 
fhe law o/God^ and reqmred to obey it^ hjnfid in every man acgaainted 
^with thegofpel; and that the conduct ofChrt^ as a moral beings is in every 
fqfe, 9»M k Mfic^lf tQ qur eiramjfiancoe, a rnk of duty to «#. Ihavf^ 
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tural supposition with shuddering, but I hope with 
becoming reverence for that great and glof ious per« 
son) sent a challenge, or fought a ^vtt\, would not this 
Qingle spot have eclipse^ the Sun of Righteousness 
forever ? Can that spot, which would have sullied the 
divinity of the Redeemer, and obscured his media«i 
tion, fail to be an indelible stain, a hateful deformity, 
on those whom became to save ? If any man havf , 
not the spirit of Christy be is non^ of bis. 

AH these things, reason, and humanity, and religion, 
plead ; yet how often, even in this infant country, this 
country boasting of its knowledge and virtue they plead 
^n vain! Duels in great numbers are fought ; revenge 
is glutted ; and the miserable victiins of wrath a^d 
madness are hurried to an untimely end. Come then, 
thou surviving and, in thine o^vn yiew» fortunate an4 
glorious champion, accompany me t6 the scenes of 
calamity which thou has created, and survey the mi^T 
cbiejs of duelling. 

Go with me to^ yonder church yard. Whose is 
that newly opened grave ? Approach, and read the 
letters on the yet uncovered coffin. If thou canst 
retain a steady eye, thou wilt perceive, that they de^ 
note a man, who yesterday beheld, and enjoyed the 
light of the living. Then he shared in all the 
blessings, and hopes, of life. He possessed health, ' 
and competence, and comfort, and usefulness, and 
reputation. He wag surrounded by neighbors who 
respected, and by friends who loved him. Tho 
wife of his youth found in him every joy, and the 
balm of every sorrow. The children ol his bosom 
hung on his knees to receive his embrace, and hisj 
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fyt thUJirwg cidey becaufe I heUeve few of tbofe^ wip may evade wki va'^ 
rums fretencet toeprecee£ng arguments will beat a lofs to detenmne here. 
In the fame manner ^vmes cu/tomasrUy mate tbe fi^ofition ef ii^tj/Hcei 
falfebood, or other turpitude^ andappiy si to the iSvine character ; tofiew^ 
forcibly^ whatJMtraUe ctmfequencef nsmidfoUoWf were jhe fs^p^im{\ 
truff '-- 
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lilessing. In a thpusand designs Was fte^etftMAted, to 
provide for theirsupport ahd education, and to set- 
tle them tisefully and comfortably in-the iVoHd. ^He 
inspired all t!)ieir enjoyments ; he irghted irp:ill thieir 
libpes. 

Yesterday he was himself a creature bf'ltope, ^ 
prpbiitioncr for immortality. ^ The voice dif 'Mercy in- 
vited him to faith and repentance inthe LoriJ JeSU^ 
Christ, to holiness, and taheaven. This day of grace 
shonie, Xht sniiles of foi^iveness be^tmed^ upon liis 
head, While this happy day* lasted, God was recoh- 
' feileable, iiis Redeemer might be 'founds and his soul 
iteightbe' slaved. The nig'bf \^d lioi'iixeti dome npcA 
liiitt, in which no man can 'work. 

Where is he now? His body lies ihduldering ih 
that coffiTi. His soul has ascended to God, with all 
its sirts upon its heafl, to fee judged, and cohdemnea 
to Wretchedness, which Icnows ho end. Thy liand 
has hurried him to. the^raye, to the judgmitJnt, anH 
to damnation. He affronted thee ; and' this is the^ex- 
piation, which thy tev-enge exicidd. 

Tlirh we how to the melancholy jhawsidn, where> 
yesterday, his presence diffuisfed tenderness, Kope, and 
joy., Ehtier the door rehjctatttly opSerWngtorecelvfe 
^ven the ttioSl beloved guest. Here ti^ai-k the sf ect- 
^ ing-groop as^mbled t^ this catastrdfJhc. Tfeft Vfc- 
tteraWe man, iikcd in mbtibriless sorro^, Vho^ hbsiry 
Ihead trfeiriblcs ivith eittoitidhs uiitittbrable, tod wliosfe 
iye irefuses a tear to lessen his anguish, is t^e ¥iflfi^ 
who begat Him. That matron , wriitig^ith 'agBny , is 
fhe'Mbther who bore *htrti. YtstieTday he yas theilr 
delight, their Cdnsolation, tlie itaffoT dheif dtelMn^g 
years. Toliim^h"ey^gg)ked"uilderlGrod,to ligh lie n die 
evils of theii- 61(3 age ; to close then- ley^s dft ^ebdl 
of death ; and to increase their trin^jportis ^rough- 
o«t eternity. 

Btit -ttieir xsomforts -smd tfaeit iiojfes -hTavc «^^ van- 
ished together. He is now a corpse, a tenant of tllfe 
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grave, cut off in the bloom oElife, £|xid sent unprepar^ 
ed* to the judgment. To these immeasurable evils 
thou hast added the hopeless agony of remembering, 
while they live, that he was cut off in a gross and 
dreadftil act of sin, and without even a momentary 
spaee o£ repentsince, a remembrance which will en- 
venom life, and double the pangs of death. 

Turn thine eyes, next on that miserable form, 
surrounded by a cluster of helpless and wretched 
children, se€ her eyes rolling with phrenzy, and her 
frame quivering with terror. Thy hand has. made 
her a widow, and her children orphans. At thee, 
though unseen, is directed that bewildered stare of 
agony. At thee she trembles ; for thee she listens j 
lest the murderer of her husband should be now ap- 
proaching to murder her children also. 

She, and they, have lost their all. Thou hast, 
robbed them of their support, their protector, their 
guide, their solace, their hope. In the grave all these 
ble3sings have been buried by thy hafnl. If his af- 
front to thee demanded tihis terrible expiation, what, 
according to thine own decision, must be the suScr- 
ings, destined to retribute the immesaurable. injuries 
\(^iGh thou hast done to them. 

The clay of this retribution is approaching^. Tbc 
mice of thy brother^ & blood criethfrom the ground^ and: 
thou art no^ cursed from the earths HS)h%ch bath open* 
cd her mouth to receive thy brother^ s blood. A mark 
is &etnpon thee by thy God ; not for safety, butde- 
struGtion. Disease, his avienging Angela i^ prepar- 
ing to hurry thee- to the bed of &ath. With what 
agoniesf wilt thou there recal thy malice, thy revenge^, 
atiti the murdw of thy friend ? With what exstacies 
crf^woe wilt thy soul cling to this world; witlvwhat 
h<MTOF will it- quak^ at th^ approach of eterni- 
ty!- Ate^^e, naked^ drenched in guilt thou wilt as-- 
cendto God.^ From him what reception wilt thoii- 
:[jneet ? From^his^ voi^^e what language wilt thou hear ?• 
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Hepart thou cursed unto everlasting fire\ And 16 \ 
the melancholy -world of sin and suffering unfolds to 
receive thee. Mark in the entrance, the man, ^hom 
thou has plundered of life, and happiness, and hea- 
ven already waiting to pour on thy devoted head for 
the infinite wrongs which thou hast done to him, the 
wrath and vengeance of eterniity ; 

At the close of the awful survey, cast thine eyes 
once more around theej and see thyself, and thy bro- 
tlier duellists, the examples, the patroi>s; and the sdle 
causes, of all succeeding duelling. Were the exist-^ 
ing advocates of this practice to cease from uphold- 
ingit ; wiere they to join their own eflForts to the com- 
mon efforts of man, aiid hunt it out of the world ; it 
would nevet return. On thee, therefore, and thy com- 
panions, the innumerable and imniiense evils of fu-, 
ture duelling are justly charged. To yoii, a band of 
enemies to the peace and safety of man ; a host of 
Jeroboams^ 'mho not only sin but make IsraeUto sin 
through a thousand generations, will^ucceeding ages 
impute their guilt and there suffering^. Your effica- . 
Clous and baneful examples, will make thousands of 
childless parents, distracted widows, and desolate or- 
phans, after you are laidln the grave. You invite 
posterity to wrest the right of deciding private con- 
troversies out of the hands of public, justice ; and to 
make force and skill the only umpires between man 
and man« You entail perpetual contempt on the laws 
of man, and on the laws of God ; kindle t^e flames 
of civil disocMrd ; and summon from his native abyss 
anarchy, the worst of fiends^ to lay waste all the hap- 
piness, and 2^11 the hopes of mankind; 

At the great and final day, your ceunfry will rise 
up in judgment against you, and accuse you as the 
destroyers of her peace, and the niurderers of her 
children. Against you will rise up in judgment all 
the victims of your revenge, and all the wretched 
iamUies, whom yoii bavef plunged in hopeless mis^ 
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ety* The prowling Arab and the remorseless savage, 
will there draw nigh, and whiten their crimes by a 
comparison with your*s. They indeed were mur- 
dcrers ; but thy were never dignified with the name, 
nor blessed with the privileges, of Christians. They 
were born in blood, and educatad to slaughter. — 
They were taught from their infaricy, that to fight, 
and to kill, was lawful, was honorable and virtuous. 
You were bom in the mansion of knowledge, hu- 
manity, and relig:ion. At the moment of your birth 
you were offered up to God, and baptized in the name 
vftbe lathery of the Sony and of the Holy Ghost. You 
were dandled on the knee, and educated in the school, 
of piety. From the house of God you have gone to 
the field of blood ; and from the foot of the cross to 
the murder of your friends^ You have cut off life 
in the blossom, and shortend, to the wretched ob- 
jects of your wrath, the day of repentance and sal- 
vation. The beams of the Sun of Righteousness, 
shining with life-^ giving influence on them, you have 
intercepted ; the smile of mercy, the gleam of hope, 
the dawn of immortality you have overcast fbrever. 
You have glutted the grave with untimely slaughter, 
and helped to people the world with perdition. — * 
Crimsoned with guilt, and' drunk with blood, Nitlcl^ 
veh will ascend from the tomb, triumph over your 
ruin, and^ smile to see her own eternal destiny more^ 
tolerable than yours. 

2f) 
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vers€, he says : > Ye have heard that it has bieen salid, 
thou shalt love tj>y ncighbof, iand hate thine enemy,* 
This was the very di6tate of the natural heart, * But 
I say unto you, love your enemies ; bless them, that 
curse you ; do good to them that Jiate you ; and pray 
for them who despitefuUy use you, and persecute you. 
For if ye love them, which love you, ' what reward 
have ye ? Do not even the publicans the same ? And 
if ye salute yourbrcthern only, vihat do ye more than 
others ? Do not even the publicans so ?V, 

This question pontained in the text, may be justly 
considered as amounting to a positive injunction : 

* Christians, it is my e^pectation-^it is my will, that 

* ye do more ibc^j^ otben. Others Jove themselves, 
^ and love those who promote their personal interest ; 

* but you must have that general benevolence/ that 
^ lov^e to God and man, which shall enable you tp d^ 
' good to your enemies, and tp stand re^dy to sacri* 
^ fice your lives in the service of God.' 

Are these bard saytngst Does the Redeenaer of 
men require more of his ekct, than is reasonable l 
By np means: the Master whpna w? jserve, i^npt 
hard, or austere. . 

To impress upon your niinds the reasonableness 
of our Saviour's requirement, that christians should 
do more than others^ 1 observe, 
' 1st. More is done for christians, than for others. 

True salvation is purchased for the whole world. 
But such is the depravity of hum^m i^tut^, that men^ 
unassisited by* special grac.e, ij?i// not. pome unto 
Christ, that they may have IJfe* By nature chris- 
tians are as perverse and obstinate as otheri^. But 
to them, God has, in infinite mercy, granted this spe* 
cial graccy this richest pf heavenly gifts^ without 
which^ all other blessings were in vain. Their proud 
Ii^earts have been humbled; their blind eyes have 
been opened. The snares of the devil, in which 
they have been entangled, have been brokep^ and his 
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MAt-TlIEW V. Xlvii. 
'^Whai io ye mote than atiere P 

HE who knew what was in man^ addressed kim« 
self ditectl^' to the heart. His mode of teaching was 
calculated to bring out to view every trait in the hu- 
man character ; and to'shew, not oiUy to others, but 
to ourselves, what we are. That strong propensity in 
human nature to conform to a sinful world is parties 
ulafly condemned ; and christians lire called upon to 
distinguish themselves from others, by their piety and 
good woi^s. Christianity requires activity. He who 
would be a follows of Jnm, ^ who went about doing 
good,' must not indulge in sloth and inactivity ; but, 
like a watchihan, must be constantly on his guard 
against a subtle enemy, add ever ready to answer the 
callis 'ojf his Lord and Ma^er. 

The eyes of the Jews were upon Christ and his 
disciples : The eyes of the world are upon us. Man« 
kind e^mate the christian religion, by the lives of '\ 

christian professors. 

in order to prepare the minds of his disciples for 
that vital and active piety, which he was about to ih<* 
culcate, the Saviour brings out to dteir view, in the 
context, iStit character and life of sinners. In the 43d 
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From, this i>ear relation of believers to God,i their 
obligations ai'e enhanced ; they $re bound to do more 
than others ; to be more holy, inore devotied to the 
caiise of God* In a peculiar manner ought they to 
be paltems ,iuid examples in piety, in humill'ty, in 
meekness, and in faith. To be externally religious^ 
to maintain good outward^ conduct, without possess- 
ing ia spirit of true piety, will not cOme up to the 
obligations of believers. The Pharisees weffe very 
scrupulous in their observance of the Jewish law^ 
burdened as it was with rights and ceremonies ; but 
our Lord in his public preaching, assured his hearers, 
that except their righteousness exceeded the righte- 
ousness of the Scribes and Farisees, they should Iti 
no wise enter into the kingdom of God. 

The near relation of believers to God is a rea- 
son why they should not yield themselves the ser- 
vants of sin. They in an essential manner arc bound 
to serve God in spirit and in truth. Denying ungod- 
liness, they, should live soberlj'-, righteously, and 
godly in this present evil world. God expresses his 
astonishment at the conduct of christians. * Here 
O heavens, aiidgive ear O earth ; I haVe nourished 
and brought up children, and they haVe rebelled 
agamst me !* Believers standing to God, in the rela- 
tion of children to a father, are bound to honor and 
reverence him ; to discover an attachment to his in- 
fere st, to walk as Christ walked. 

The jRoman Censors took such a dislikie to the son oF 
Scipio Africanus, that they plucked the ring from his 
finger, on which was engraved the image of his father. 
They would not sulfer the degenerate son, who had 
none of the virtues of his father, to wear his picture. 
' Shall those walk in darkness> \vhose father is light ; 
who ought to be the first to reverence and to adorls 
hijn ! , . 

3d. Christiansshould do more than others, because 
they profess more. As trees arc know by their jriiits^ 
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§o Christ's followers are to be known by their works. 
There are some who profess to know Christ but 
in works deny him, being abominable, disobedient* 
and to every good work reprobate. The man does 
not appear in what he says, but what he does. 

Belli vers in professing Christianity and dedicating 
themselves to God, have solemnly engaged to make the* 
whole law and gospel of Christ the rule of their life, 
no ple^ which they cati make can free them from this 
covenant obligation. They are to be wholly the Lords, 
They have engaged to be his. They ought tlierc^ 
fore to distinguish themselves from the people of 
the world. What would pass unnoticed in the people 
of th^ world, would be a great crime in them. He* 
rod could live in adultery with his brother Philip's 
wife and it be thought no crime ; but it was unpaK 
donable for our Lord to go in to be a guest with siii« 
ners, or to eat with unwashen hands. 

In the apostolic days it was said of the saints that 
the world took knowledge of them, that they had been 
with Jesus. Their life and conversation no doubt 
gave evidence that they were on the side of Christ.. 
So christians in professing godliness have engaged to 
give the same evidence ; and to do this, they must 
be eminently holy. They must walk in newness of 
life — in new obedience. 

4th. It is incumbent on believers to do more thaA 
others, because their conduct is more observed and 
noticed bv the world. 

We are, saith the Apostle, a spectacle to men and 
angels. The eyes of the world are attentively turn- 
ed upon the professors of religion. They as care- 
fully watch for their errors, as though they expected 
their fall would procure their own salvation. This 
should make them circumspect and guarded ; they 
should condemn those by their lives who condemn 
them with their lips. The direction is explicit, * Qonte 
ye out from among diem>, and be ye separate.' 
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Believers are Required to keep themselyes | pnvt 
from the pollutions of the world. To this erid^ the, 
devout iPsalmist prayii ^ Teach me thy way O Lbrd 
and lead me in plain paths, because of mine enemies.^ 
The malicious designs— ^the lying in Wait of his En- 
emies, was the reason why the Psalmist wished to be 
directed in duty, why he wished to be more circum- 
spect and guarded in his behaviour. 

Says a pious divine : * if you walk in the xxhpaSred 
way of licentious looseness^ the world will not go 
backwards, like Shem and Janhct,' to cover your ria- 
kedness ; but they will march forward, like ciirsed 
Ham, to uncover your nakedness and make it morei 
shamefully to appear.' The ungodly make use of 
your weakness as a shield for their own wickedness. 
When reproved for their wickedness, they will bring 
forward vour vices and follies as a defence for them- 
selves. By your committing small ^rrors, they think 
themselves justified in the commission of great cirittifes. 
They will sooner allow their own enormities j than 
3 our small infirmities. To deprive sinners of this 
re^on, this pretext for sin, let your pure lives shut 
their impure lips. To your virtues they are blind ; 
but your foibles, they view with opticks clear.— ^ 
One transient eclipse of the sun, excites the aston- 
ishment, and arrests the attention of a gazing wOrld, 
but when shining in his full orbed splendor^ is unno- 
ticed. One crime into,,which ypu.falli will, call 
forth more observations, than a whole lite of thb most 
exemplary piety. David^s sin witli JBathsheba, ha6 
drawn upon him, and upon religion in general, tor- 
rents of censure^ and has been improved as a defence 
of whole lives, of the most enormous wickedness. One 
scar, may 4^ar the beauty of the fairest face. One 
wound whi^ Christ may receive iii the house of his 
friends, may do more injury to the cause of religion, 
than a thousand attacks from without. ' ." 
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SihXy. Believers should do more than others, that 
it may appear that they izr^r more than othersA 

The judgment of the world is tiot founded on pro- 
fessicin^, But conduct. If good fruite do not aj^* 
;^ar fn the life and cotiycrsatiori of christians, their 
professSons^ are vain. Unbelifcvers Will pronounce 
them hypocrites and no better than themselves. To 
Wear the narhe of christians, and ytt walk in th« 
6dufs^s of the kicked, is an inconsistency 5f whibh 
{he world will take advanttige. The ruling temper 
of the heart, i^ ever visible in thfc outtraM conduct. 
Where the heart is of a good constitution, the life 
will be of a fair complexion. 

If the wilf is ^:ibdued and brought into subjection 
h^ divine gracty^'ihis will be ttianift^st in the life and 
conversation ; the walk will bie in newness of life, in 
bbedienrce tb the ^vine law. Grace will ndt always 
lie buridd in bbsecurity i it will at times appear and 
cast a darling lustre on its, possessor. It is the com* 
j'nand, the Solemn injunctioh of Christ -to fais disci* 
pies, * Let your light so shine before men, that ther 
seeing yoiif good works, may glorify your father who 
is in heaven.^ 

6'thly. Christians are bound to do more thaif otheris^ 
because they are hereafter to be judges of others. 

As the scriptures clearly teach us ^ that there is a day 
appbihted when the whole asseiiibled universe tirill be 
judgjbd, so they liktlwisle teach us, that God, Christy 
and the Saints, have each their parts assigned in tfad 
Irahsactiobs of that day. God passes the sentericcj' 
Christ executes it, and the Saints approve of it. Do 
ye not know saith the Apostle, to his christian breth- 
ren, that the Saims shall judge the world ? And if thfe 
world shall be judged by you^ are ye unworthy of the 
smallest mattctr ? 

The time is approaching, it will soon corhe, wh^n 
we, when all the mj^riads of the apostate ra^ceof Adam; 

30 
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"shall be summoned to judgment hf the trumpet of the 
Arcb-atigel. Then the wicked will come forth like 
misetablc csq^ives from their dungeons, filled with 
horror by the Stings erf conscience and apprehensions 
of their approa^ngdoom, while the saints wiU.rise 
out of their graves with jqj and gladness in their 
countenances, and approach with rapture the solemni- 
ties of the judgment. Enoch the seventh from Acl^m^ 
prophesied saying, ^ Behold the Lord cometh jvith 
ten thousand of his saints to execute judgment upon 
all. When the Son of Man shall sit upon the throne 
f)f his gloiy, ye shall sit upon twelve thrones, judg*. 
ing the twelve tribes of Israel/ 

Now, the wicked take it up6n.j^em to judge the 
saints* They pass their censures is^vfL pronounce con- 
demnation upon God'^s children as they see ^t* Some 
they denounce as the most arrant hypocrites ; others 
as deluded fanatics, deceived themselves and labour- 
ing to decive others. ^ ^ V \ 

The professions and devotions of christians are 
^•equently made a subject of ridicule by the wicked. 
They will accuse them of exhibiting to the .world 
much outward sh=bw of religion, while they carry with- 
in them hearts desperately wicked : of being like 
whited sepulchres, beautiful without ; but within fuU 
of uncleanness. The malicious censures of the wick- 
ed are often very forcibly felt by christians : they 
acknowledge them jrust and are depressed and over- 
come with a sense, of their sins, and of the dishonor 
they have brought upon the religion they profess.-— 
The trials they experience are so greats that they 
feel the full force of the c^servation of the Apostle — 
* If we have hope in this life only, we arc of all men 
the most miserable.^ 

But christians, you have no cause to faint. The ac- 
cusations o{ the wicked, will not disgrace you in the 
view pf your heavenly fatter. You are yet to judge 
^e world* Tou are to give your according appro- 



STEPHEN FENN. 245 

batfon to the final sentence which shall be pronoun* 
Ced upon those guilty men, who have with such 
violence and malignity traduced your characters ^be- 
fore the world. You will yet, O believer, be fully 
vindicated before all the assembled universe. It will 
be made to appear, that though you had many iropcr- 
fections yet your motives and springs of action U 
religious pursuits, were good, and that they have been 
maliciously misrepresented by wicked mtn. 

But how will yon be able to pass a righteous sen* 
tence on others, for those sins of which yourselves are 
guilty? This consideration should induce you to take 
an elevated stand ; to pursue a course of life, which 
shall reflect, lustre on your professipn, and make the 
fact strikingly to appear, that you «fo, and are^ more 
than others. By the holiness of jour lives, you should 
show the unrenewed in heart, the wickedness of 
theirs. By your exemplary walk, you should endea- 
vour to wipe away the prqudicc which the world en- 
tertain of religion. Let there be no longer occasion 
for it to be reproachfully said, * that with your lips 
you profess Christ; but in your works yw deny hinu 

7thly.^ The disciples of Christ should do more than 
others, because they expect more. They do not 
view this world as their abiding place ; they const- 
der themselves as pilgrims and sojourners in a strange 
land. They are seeking another and a better coun* 
try, that is an heavenly. They expect soon to enter 
upon that incorruptible inheritance, which fadeth not 
away ; which* Christ has gone before to prepare fpr 
those that love him. John in his first epistle says^ 
Eveiry man that has this hope, purifies himself, even 
as he is pyre. That hope which is like an anchor td 
the soul, sure and stead&st, and entering into that 
within die vail, never flourishes in a barren soil. 

If you Jive thoughtless and secure here, you must 
iiot expect to reign with Christ hereafter- You can; 
poi go firom DeUlah^s lap of carnal ease^ to Abraham^f 
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bosom of happy rtppse* As you ^re j^xp^fsting m)^ 
ppen and abundant entrance to be adWinistjer^cJ, ^^9 
y QU into the kingdom ot heayeti ; ym ijiU3t l^ad a \^^ 
which will qualify you for the kingdom of heaven* 
The ungodly do not expect to be cro5Viie|d with glory. 
They live withqut hope and withput God iii the worl^f 
JBut belie vjcrs are the expectants pf a gloripu^ and a 
happy. imjniQrtality. Let yoi^r present life and coi^? 
versation be suitable to. your prospects of future iai^j 
yat>cement at the right hand of the i)aajesty on highf 
$irhen you §han be crowned with glory, honor, aii4 
imxnortality. You cannot lead a vicious, unholy li^<j 
^n^ receivjB the rewards of the blessed.. It viras im* 
|>P3sibIe for B^aam to die the deat)^ of the rig^teousi 
pr to have his last end like hii^ when he bad been ^ 
^yi^^M^y ? heathen soQth3ayer,.and a worshiper of fal^^ 
Ooids. Without hormess no man shsdl si^e tne Lpirdf 
Though boUiie^s be what a sinner despises, it is that^ 
s^rhiph a saviour crowns. If you Would be crpw^ed^ 
po run. that ye may obtain. t«ay aside fvpry weight 
{uid the sin which does most easily b^et ypu» aixji 
fun with patience the race which is set before ypuji 
looking unto Jesus Christ. If you neglect to run 
)jh^ race of holiness here, you will certaiifly lose th^ 
crpwu of blessedness hereafter. Eyiery tree that bear^ 
4eth not good fruit is hewn dowio^ and cast into th^ 
firi^- ¥pu may perish for being servants iha( sure xfjx^ 
pn)fitable« as well as for being seryaif ite that ^e abp* 
fnin^bif^. / Hoyir cpnstant,/b9^ <Sigept^png^ bdiev- 
frs JQ bft in duty, when they are asisiitfsd by infelli,- 
);)le tpstiixtony thattbeirb notinyain in the Lprd^ 

If ypu who profess religipiji dp no xnore th^ft others^ 
vo^ cerlapnly cai) cjcpect iip more in tbe eternal ?irorldl 
if: 5f ou love thienj that Ipve you, what reward have y oif ? 
It is npihing but mere nature^ tp ^itur, wha« you ex* 

S^ct again to receive. True rehgipii teaches ycin to 
leil$ them that curse ypu, to do good tp t^em t^at 
llfll^ you^ and to pray for them nv^iich di^ifefuU|r 
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use you and persecute jrous that yp may be the child- 

Tpn of y<^ur father which b in heaven^ for he maketh 

hit^ spn to ri^ on the evil an4 on the good, and 

l^^dej^ rain qn the ju$;t and on the unjust. For )f 

yc Jove thepi which love you, what reward have ye i 

J^ not even the PubliQans the same ? And if y^ 

^ute ypur bi^ethren onlvt what do ye. more than 

others i Do not even the Publicans so ? If you would 

hot have God put you off with a Pharisee's recomt 

pence, dp not put off God with a Pbarasee's performr 



Sthly Believers are boui^d to do more than others, 
because they have a perfect pattern set for their imr 
|tatio9p They are required to be coxiformed in all 
things to Christ the Redeemer, to be perfect as he if 
perfect. 

: C}u^ist is the standard of mpral excellency to whicl;i 
ali his followers are bound to conform. lie is the 
root on which the saint grow$, a^d the rule by which 
lie is to square all his actions. It pleaded him, for 
wlVH9 are ali things, and by whom are all things, in 
j^jripging mf^ny sons to glory, to make the captain of 
(heir salvation perfect. Christ lived to teach you how 
tQ }iye» ^nd dl^d to te^ch you how to die*. His words 
iire» ^ For I have given you an exaip^ple, that ye should 
4o 96 1 have done. Glorioles example ! Worthy of tl)p 
iOflessed Redeemer nvho gave it-* -worthy of tbe iml? 
fation of all christians. 

. My christian bi:echren ; attend to the heavenly pre- 
cepts which prpcieeded from his lips; to that per- 
feet conduct which appeared in his life^ It should be 
your greatest delight to yield obedience to his re- 

r*rements, jto be holy in both heart and Jife. You 
uld b^ as wiiiing to be ruled by his laws, as to be 
saved by his grace. If you would reign with him 
Qi glory^ you must take i|p ypur cross and follow him 
Ihr^^hUfe? 
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XMFHOVrMENT. 

1st. While attending to this subject, I make no 
doubt y but the sinner has been flattering himself with 
the idea, that, it furnishes him with an excuse for his 
neglect of religion. It may have been the language of 
his heart. ' I am g!^d to hear it thus publicly acknow- 
ledged, that christians are bound to do more than 
others : they have indeed a burden lying upon them^ 
of which I rejoice that I am free : While they arc 
tied up to rigid rules, and obliged by their profes* 
sion to lead the rigid, and austere life, which has been 
described, I am not shackled with these restrictions, 
but may live as I ij^st. 

* But suffer me O sinner, to reply to you, that if what 
has now been said pointing out the obligations of 
Christians to holy living, has afibrded any food to 
J^our guilty mind, it is not more substantial, than the 
husks on which the prodigalfed before he was brought 
to a sense of his situation. It is the plain truth, that 
you are under the most indispensible obligations to 
immediately become a christism, and to lead the very 
life which the godly man leads. No plea, or excuse 
which you can frame, can free you -from this sole^nn 
obligation ; and every moment which you delay to be- 
come a hearty penitant and a true follower of the 
Iamb; you are hazarding your eternal all. Yo\| are 
in a most awfnl manner aggravating your eternal con- 
demnation. How gloriously will the justice of God 
soon shine in your utter destruction, unless you im- 
mediately flee for refuge and lay hold on Jesus Christ 
by a true and Jiving faith. 

2dly. ]Learn hence that a Christianas life is a life of 
' activity. A sleepy, lifeless christian, is a stumbling 
block to the wicked. Hear what the Lord says of 
the Laodicean Church. ^ And unto the Atigel of the' 
Church of the Laodiceans write. These things saith 
the Amen, the faitful and the true witness, the l^egin- 
ping of the creation of God ; ^ I know thy works that 
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thou art neither cold nor hot ; so then because thou 
art lukewarm and art neither cold nor hot ; I will 
spue thee out of my mouth.' The religion of hea-, 
ven gives no toleration to spiritual sluggishness* 
The direction is — Awake thou that sleepest, and call 
upon thy God. - Can you who have had your hearts 
warmed by divine grace, be cold and inactive i Can 
Tou who by the distinguishing mercy of God, have 
been led to see something of the value of that salva- 
tion which is brought to light in the gospel, be always 
silent on this sublime, this interesting theme ? Can 
jou who expect at the close, of this short life to re* 
ceive a crown of glory, neglect to run with patience 
the race set before you ! Can you, who have dedicat- 
ed yourselves unreservedly to God, sink back into 
the beggarly elements of the world, and give the 
ivicked occasion to ^ay , that feligion is but an empty 
name! Brethren, shut the mouth of the wicked by 
your holy lives an^ conversation. L.et your light so 
shine before men, that tliey, seeing your good works^ 
may glorify your father who is in heaven. 

3dly. We infer from the subject, that it is the dur 
^ ty of christians, seriously to consider, whether they 
live in character : for each individual, to often ' put 
the inquiry to his own heart, do I mote than others ? 
Am i any more exemplary and circumspect in my 
out^rard walk ? Do I pay a more strict observance 
to the sabbath, to public worship, to prayer ? Am 
I more faithful in my family, in instructing my chiU 
drcn and in training them up for God ? And farther ; 
do I differ from others in the exercises of my heart ? 
Atn I more meek, more humble, more submissive 
to the dispensations of providence ? Do 1 hate sin, 
as it tends to dishonor God, and is a thing which his 
soul hateth ? Or rather ; am I not buried in the vain, . 
trifling, wicked pursuits of the world I Am I not 
feady to lay aside the character df the christian and 
to Join with the wicked, in trifling, in vain jest- 
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ine, in sinful amusements, and thus extinguish th'^ 
light which I ever ought to hoitf lip ? When I hear 
others treating serious things with ridicule and deri- 
sion, am I not found foining with theiti, rathef thaii 
reproving them for their impiety and ]^i^6sumptibn ? 
After having solemnly covenanted in the presence of 
Almighty God, angles and men, that I would live 
soberty, righteously, and godly in this present evil 
world, that I Would walk in all the ordinances and 
innstitutions of the Lord blameless; and that I would 
teep myself unspotted from the world, what ac- 
count shall I have to give to ixiy God, in the great 
day, when the secrets of all hearts shall be revealed'! 
Will not those of my fellow mortds, who by my wick- 
ed arid unholy life have been emboldened to sin, and 
induced to walk in the brbad Vay to ruin, rise up as 
?wift witnesses against tn6 in the day of final retribu- 
tion ? How awfully wretched wilt be our eternal ex- 
istence, if while we have by splemrt prof(^ssion engag- 
ed under Christ, we shaH all our life time havfe been 
in the service of Satan, and finally be rejected of God 
with this solemn denunciation, • Depart ye cursed iritb 
everlasting fire prepared for the devil and hisa&gels.* 
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Acts ix* 

Ver. 36. Now there Was at Jdppaa certaih disciple named Tabitha^ 
vhichy hf interpretation, is called Dorcas : this woman was fall of good 
works and almsrdeeds which (he did. ' 

37, And jt came to pafs iff thofe days that (he was fick, and died s 
whom^ when they had wa(hed> they laid he^ in an upper chaoiber. 

58. ABd forafmoch as Lydda was bigh to Joppa» and the disciples 
had h^rd that P^ter Was there» they fent unto him two men, de(iring 
him that he wonld not delay to come to theni. ' 

39. Then Peter arofe» and went with them. When he iJ^as come» 
they brought him into the upper chaniber } and all the widows ftood 
by him weeping, and (hewing the coats and garnients which Dorcas 
made while (he was with thetn. 

40. But Peter pat them all forth, dnd kneeled down and prayed t 
and turning him to the b<kiy, fatd, Tabttha, arife. And (he opebed 
bereyetB; and when (be (iiw Peter (he fat up. 

41. And he gave her his hand, an^l lifted her up ; and When hft had 
called the faints and widows, he pre/enied her alive* 

< ' • ♦ 

SACRED history differs froitt {Jrofdri^i in a varie* 
ty of important particulars. The latter is chiefly cm- 
ployed in cjihibiting the struggles of ambition, the 
triumphs of ^powcr, and the g;lare of blood-stained 
Honours ; the formfer dwells more on the duties of 
private life, and especially on the meek, humble, and 
tetirirtg graces of the Christian; The One presents 
a splendid, biit hot always faithful picture, which. i$ 
calculated to indul^ curiosity, and to flatter pride;. 

31 
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the other unfolds the heart ; displays its character in 
alTthe srniplicity and correctness of truth ; and sets 
before us examples proper for the imitation of every 
age and sex, and condition of mankind. * 

The portion of saj:red history before us comprises, 
within a very small compass, much matter for refiec- 
fion. It cxliibits a character, and a train of circum/* 
stances, from which we may at all times learn a varic- 
fy of important lessoni^« 

Tbere was residing at Jcppa^ a sea-port town on 
the Mediterranean y about thirty.four miles northwest 
fromi Jerusalem, a certaift v^atnan named Tabithaf 
Hvbich by interpretatitm^ is called Dorcas^ The for- 
mer of these names is a Syria(5 word, signifying a r0e 
or /awn : the latter a Greek ^yord, of the same im- 
port* Tbi^ wcOTtan was a dkaph. That is, slie had 
embraced the gospel, and lived under its power. Her 
religion did liot consht merely in calling Christ Lord, 
X^ord. She testified the sincierity of her faith b)ra ho- 
\y life ^nd ponyer$ation. She was full ofgo^fd ^works, 
and of alms-deeds %vhtcb she did* 

But the most sincere and exemplary piety is no de- 
fence against the attacks of disease and death. All 
die, because all hav6 sinned. It came to pass^tbere^ 
fore^ in those daysr ^at is, when^the apostle Peter wa& 
preaching in Lydda^ a neighboring town, that Darcaa^ 
was taken sick and died. Immediately after her death, 
the pious v/idowis, and other disciples, who had at- 
tended her during het illness, having taken a decent 
and respectful care of the corpse, dispatched messen- 
gers to the a.postley ■ e nf lfcat j ui g him to come to them 
without delay. Whether tliey anticipated his raising 
theif deported friend from the dead, or only expected 
!um to attend the funeral, and to comfort them under 
^heir bereavement^ we have scarcely ground even tx> 
conjecture. At any rate, in siending for the apostle, 
they inanifested at once, their attachment and respect 
for the deceased, and ataste for hkey^ngelical itfistruc<- 
\^mi and conversation* a , 
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£. ' I know: scaPCtly any thingln this wbrlo^; mere dc^ * 
sirable, or more grf^tif^ing, than the. friendshlpi tlbi^ 
cotisolatibnsy itnd the kjind ofices of the pipus ; and 
cspeciallyin the day of trial, and at t^ hour of ideatht 
At ^asons of this kind, the gay and the worldly ar^ 
apt to fly from us. But even if they give us their 
presence, what will it^avail? Alas! miseraile camfort^ 
irf are they att! What (^n they tell us of that Gos;» 
pel which hath poured eternal day on ^* the night 6t 
the grave ;'* or of that Blood vibicb cleansetb from 
bll sin? Wbatr can they tell us of the eisceeding 
great and precious prqmises-^of efiertastin^ eonsola- 
twn^^mtd of Vigi^od Jbofie through grace ? When my 
last hour is come; let; pious friends surround my bed! 
Let those who fear God, and have an interest at the 
thrx&neof gm^^ direct my treinbhnjg; aspirations td 
lesusy thefriend of sinners !^ Let pious . hands close 
my eyes } And let devout men carry me^ like Stefbeh:^ 
to my burial ! 

The holy apo3tle on receiving the summbhs, enter- 
ed immediately into the spirit of that pious friendship 
which had called h^m, and followed the messengers 
withotit delay. Whetnhe came to the dwelling which 
had been lately adorned with the piety and the active 
beneficence of jD(?r(rd:^, he found her lifeless remains 
lying in im Uppef chamber^ and surrounded with 
mourning widows. On his entering the apartment^ 
tliey gathered, about him, jveeping and shewing tbe 
Mats and garments which Dorcas had made wbue she 
was with. them. It is probable from the tenor of. the. 
n^^rrative; that these pious widows had been thenv 
pelves, the objects .of her alms-deeds; and that th^ 
eoats and otMzt g^^rments with which they were then 
clothed; had been made by the hands, and bestowed 
by the b6unty of their, deceased benefactor, 'fhese 
they showed to the apostle^ as testimonies of her bci 
nevolent character, and as causes for lamenting he^ 
l^l^partUre. Siitfp)e« b^t touching and elegant eulo; 
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gium ! O how much more precious to the mgeimoa$ 
mind, to be embalmed in the memory of the virtuous 
and the wise, than to be commemorated by the sculp- 
tured marble, or the massy pyramid ! How much bet- 
ter than all the blaze of heraldry, or" pomp of pow- 
er,** to have it said concerning us, when we are gone 
-— ** There lies one who fed me when I was hungry ; 
jvho clothed me wheii I was naked ; who enlightened 
my mind with heavenly knowledge, and pointed to 
ine the path of life eternal,** 

The* apostle having witnessed those tears, and 
contemplated these memorials, requested the mourn- 
ers to withdrarw, that he might avoid all appearance 
of Ostentation in the miracle which he was about to 
perform ; and that he might with more perfect free- 
dom pour out his soul in prayer. When they had 
retired, be kneeled down and prayed; and^ Uimingbim 
to the body^ said Tabithay arise. And she opened her 
eyes ; and v>ben she saw Peter she sat up. And he 
gave her his handj and lijted her up ; and when he had 
called the saints and widows y be presented her alive. 
. Who can describe the surprise and joy of the at- 
tendants at seeing their amiable friend restored to life 
and usefiilness I ^bove all, who can describe the 
mingled emotions of regret and pleasure, which must 
have filled the mind oiDorcas^ to find herself brought 
Jback X6 a world 'which she had supposed herself to 
have for ever quittied ; and agaiii umted to compani- 
ons whom she had expected never to see more until 
th^y should join her ill the paradise of God ? I dare 
^6t attempt the task* Leaving, therefore, this topic 
&F meditation^* which however deeply interesting,' 
tanhot subserve any impoifttint practical purpose,—- 
I hasten to employ the iexample of this excellent 
wom&n as the basis of some very brief and general 
Remarks on the apphopriate duty and orna^i 
>cENt OF THE Female Six. 
'^ And here I shall not stop to^ enquire, whether the 
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|:uitive character of the female mind is^ in all respects^ 

precisely the same with that of the ol^er* sex. Whaw 

everjopinionmay be formed on this subject, I tak^ 

for granted, we shall all agree, that W<Hnen ought not 

to be considered^s destined to the sa^ie employments 

With Men ; and, of course, that there is a secies of 

education, and a sphere of action, which more p^ti*. 

cularly belong to them. There was a time indeed^ 

^ -when a very different doctrine had many advocates, 

and appeared to be growing popular:— viz. that. in. 

conducting education, and in selecting em|>loyments» 

all distinctions of sex ought to be forgotten and con* 

founded ; and that females are as well fitted to fill the 

academic Chair, to shine in the Senate, to adorn the 

Bench of justice, and even to lead the train of War, as 

the more hardy sex. This delusion, however, is now 

generally discarded. It begins to be perceived, that 

the God of natiirehas raised everlasting barriers against 

such wild and mischievous speculations ; and that to 

, urge them, is to renounce reason, to contradict ex* 

perience, to trample on the divine authority, and to 

degrade the usefulness, the honor, and the real eni- 

joyments of the female sex. 

But an error of an opposite kind 'has gained a la- 
mentable currency in the world. This is, that the 
station of females is so humble, and their sphere of 
^ty so extremely limited, that they neither can^ nor 
ought to aspire to extensive usefulness. This !s the 
mistake of indolence, or of false humility ; and is a% 
plainly contradicted oy reason, by scripture, and bjr 
experience, as the extreme before mentioned. . While 
females are shut out by the express authority of Go4i 
from some offices, and by the common sense of man- 
kind from others ; there is yet open to them an im- 
mense field for the most dignified activity, in which 
they may glorify God, render essential service to so* 
ciety, and gain everlasting honor to themselves. 

We often have occasion from the ^cred desk, to 
ei^hibit in contrast, the representations of scripture, 
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and the 8Chtiment$ of s^ depraved world. This coo-^ 
tcast seldom appears in a stronger light than it does 
m the subject of which w^ arc now speaking, la 
the codes of modem infidelity and licentiousness, as 
well as among uncivilized nations, woman is exhibit* 
^d as the mere servile instrument of convenience or 
pleasure. In the volume of Revelation she is rcpre- 
sented as the equal, the companion, and the helpwmcet 
of man. In the language of worldly taste, a fine 
woinat>, is one who is distinguished fpr her personal , 
Qharms, and polite accomplishments. In the. Ian- 
guage of Scripturci she is the enlightened and virt a- 
04)^ kiiistress of a family, and the useful member of 
society, l^he woman who is formed on the princi- 
|jles of the world, finds no enjoyment but in the cir- 
(BjesofafRuence,.gayety, and fashion. The woman 
who is formed on the principles of the Bible ^o&(b about 
inning m(kd: she visiteth the fart her less and the widows 
in tbcir affiiction: she stretchetb forth her hands to the 
fiMTyyea, ^b^ reachefh forth her hands to the needy. The 
csHe dresses with elegance, and shines in the dance : the 
pther Qpem her mmthwitb, wisdom / in her tongue is 
the law of kindness , and her most valued adorning is 
noXgoldy or pearls y or iostty array ; but good works i^ 
md the ornament of a vieek arid gu^ft spirit. The 
Kours of the one are divided l^etween routs, and as- 
^mblies, and visiting, and theatres, and cards: the 
Qthtf Jooketh weff to the ways of her households and 
mteih not the bread of idleness. *' The business of 
tlse one is pleasure ; the pleasure qf the qther \s bij{si- 
wes^i The one is admired abroad ; the other is be-. 
Ibved and honored at home.'* Her childrm rise 
vp and call her blessed i her husband also, md he 
ptaiseth her. Favor is deceitful j and beauty is pain ; 
iikt a woman that fear eth theLj^d% she shdlie praised. 
r Frotn these representations of sacred writ, and 
frqm many others of similar import, it, is manifest^ 
tii^ttfie iorhament and the duty of the female sex, are 
&^ appropriate s& they arc important ; and that their 
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pertain especially to the relations which they bear ai 
• wives,— as mothers >-r-as domestic companions, and*^'*^ 
as members of sdciety^ On each of these relations, 
an extensive field of enquiry opens to our view 4 but 
it is only possible to take a very rapid glance »t each, 
in the prder in which they have been mentioned* 

I. How interesting and important are the dutiei) 
.devblved on females as wiv t s ! On their temper an4 
deportment, more than those of any other individualist. 
it depends, whether their husbands be happy or mise- 
jable; whether the households over which they pre* 
side be well ordered and regular, or neglected and[ 
.wretched ♦, whether the property of their partners ht 
%visely and economically applied, or carelessly and 
ignobly squandered ; in a word, whether peace,, af- 
fection, order, and plenty, reign in their dwellings, 
or waste, confusion, discord,, and alienation disgrace 
them. Females have be^n often honored with thff 
title of angels. If it be ever proper to apply such aa 
appellation to a daughter of a fallen race, there is surc^ 
ly no mortal to whom it so properly applies, as a pru- 
dent, virtuous, and amiable wife, the counsellor and 
friend of her husband ; who makes it her daily study 
to lighten his cares, to sooth his sorrows, and to aug* 
ment his joys ; who like a guardian angel, watche*^ 
pver his intierests, warns him against dangers, com« 
forts him under trials ; and by her pious, assiduous, 
and attractive deportment, constantly endeavors to 
i:ender him more virtuous, more useful, more honor-* 
ed and more happy. The blessings which such a 
woman is capable of conferring on her partner} and 
through him, on society, are more .numerous and di* 
versified than a volume would be sufficient to display* 
In ho\y many instances have we known wives of this 
character become the means of winning their unbe* 
lieving husbands to the obedience of the faith!. Whery 
this is the case, who can estimate the greatness of the 
Ukssing ? l-ik^ tl;te light of day, it pours its benign? 
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influence upon each member of the favored domestic 
^rircle ; and ever permanent in . its effects, reachcB 
.through eternal ages. . * 

II. No less nuraerou's and weighty are the duties 
^devolved on females as mot hers* Children, during 
the first years of their lives, are necessarily committed 
.almost entirely to the care of mothers. And the im- 
.pressions which are then made on their tender minds, 
generally decide their character and destiny, not only 
-for this life, but also for that which is to come. In 
that soft and plastic season, when the temper, 
.the principles and the habits are formed ; when 
the heart is deeply impressed ; when the conscience 
is tender, when the whole character is ductile ; when 
almost every thing but the regeneration of the 
heart may be said to be witliin the power of a parent 
to bestow; and when even the- attainment of this 
greatest of all gifts has ia closer connection with pa- 
, rental faithfulness than is generally imagined— This 
is empathatically, the period of the maternal empire. 
Her's is the delightful^ the all-important task, to 
watch over the infant years of .her offspring ; to guard 
them from the thousand dangers to which they are ex- 
posed; to form a sound mind in a sound body; to 
whisjier in their listening eai^s, the sentiments of vir- 
tue and piety ; and to prepare them for living to Godj 
to their country, and to themselves. 

On this ground, I liave no scruple in avowing my 
conviction, that in the whole business of education, 

• %nZ MOTHER IS THE MORE IMPORTANT PARENT, 

It may, perhaps, without extravagance be said, that to 
the female sex pre-eminently belongs the mighty task , 
ao far as it depends on human agency, of forming the 
heads and hearts of the great mass of mankind. To 
them it belongs to render their families the nurseries 
either of heaven or hell. Their enlightened fidelity 
' or their criminal negligence, will, under God, decide 
the character of thpse future citizens^ on whQse virtues 
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the whol^ intts^^iB of t^ pommoQwealth will de* 
{>end; of tho^ kgid^tprs on wfeose wis4om tbechar- 
dlcter of oar Uws must ir^sjt ^'Of those magistrates/ 
iiritb whoise learning and cgrr^ept pruiciples the wl^>le 
&brick of public justice must stand or fall J aod of 
those ministers of the gospel, ion whose orthodoxy; 
^s^ piety ^he a^vatjbn of diilUofQS, speakij)g after the 
mariner of m^o, inay he suspended. It ks .thu$ that 
ieiitepnal faithfuln^s or negligence goe^ to the ropt 
^f social bat^:nes€* It is thiis that in6thers may jb^ 
tbe means of txjftn$mitting ble^sing^ or c^lamities3 of 
incalculable eixtent, io distai^t generations. 

IIL Ey^iy do^m^stic i elation o^^hich females 
sustaia, naay be considered a$ opening to them an 
;a|)|)ropriate and iiiipor4ia<nt 4$phere of duty. Great 
and penaaan^nt usefulness ia domestic life is by no 
itieans confined to wives and mothers.^ The female 
wiho sustains neither of these honorable and interest 
iing relations, may yet be eminently useful. How 
much aiafj' every JUaugiterj by uniformly dutiful find 
affectionate conduct towards her parents^ promote 
the haf^ness- of the whole household to which sh^ 
-belongs; and by Iter exaiAple contrthutp to the im-: 
pFovsement of all ^^und her ! How mucdi soli(d^oo.d 
may ^ificvy Sister daily accomplish^ by diligently em- 
ploying her taknts, In assisting to edxicate.her youn- 
^er bnathers ,ahd sisrters, in promoliiV^ the regularity^ 
otrder, and jc6mfort of the femily, of which ^hfe is a 
|Reniber9:and in r^comimending^at pnce, by he^ wthole 
depbrtmctrt, the wbdom of econortiy , the sweetness 
, of benevolence, aoxl ^thc >purity o^ holinsss ? Najf» 
how much may evety female servant contribute, to 
^e advantage of the family in which her lot is cast ! 
& jwas a ittui miiidjin the hovrse of NM^mmt^ the &y* 
tiaii, that dircbted her master to the prophet of the 
Lopdy by <whom his leprosy was healed, and by whose 
mitiisfry h^ becatnt a conwri to the tryp religjion* 
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And were the history of many families laid open to^ 
our view, how often should we see the pioas lan- 
guage and ho^y example of some inferior domestic 
made a blessing to nirore than one of those whotnr she 
served I 

Every female, thcn^ who, in whatever capacity, 
makes a: part of any domestic establishment, whether 
^he preside as its head, or serve as its humblest me- 
nial, has it in her power to do good, to an extent 
which it is the prerogative of Omniscience alone to es- 
timate. She has means and opportunities of useful- 
ness peculiar to her sex and station. Means and op- 
portunities which, if faithfully improved,. cannot foil, 
accc^ording to the divrne promise, to produce a rich 
result of blessing. The tongue of eloquence indeed 
may never pronounce her eulogium, nor the pen of 
history record her deedsv But in the * heraldry of 
heaven,' in which to be good is better than to be 
great, and to be useful tl^n to shine, she may hold 
a place more illustrious and honorable than many of 
those who have wiekled the sceptre of empire,, and 
filled tiic world with the thunder of their fame- 

IV. Females have set before them a wide and ap- 
propriate field of useful actrvity, as mseeurs of so- 
er£7T. Let no woman imagine that she has no>. 
thing to do beyond the sphere of her own household. 
In every walk, and in every hour of life, she may be 
^ontribtiting something to the purity, the order, and 
the happiness of the community to which she belongs^ 
The influence of the female character 'm forming pubw 
lie taste, and public vpanners, is incalculable. It has 
been felt and acknowledged in all ages. Of this in- 
influence, every woman, wliatever be her talents 6r 
her station, possesses a share ; and by her whole de- 
portment is confeiritig either a benefit or an injuiy ' 
on society. It is in the power of women, by conw 
stantly exhibiting the dignity of virtue, and the at* 
tractions of piety, to repress the impeiiiinence^ to 
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|)olish the roughness, and to frown toyt of sights 'and; 
in many instances, out of existence, the vices of the 
other scK. It is in the power qf wpm^n, by exam- 
ple and by precept, to regulate at pleasure the deco- 
rums of dress, the purity of manners^ and all the ha* 
bits, of the younger and more inexperienced part of 
their own sex. In short, it is in the power of women, 
to. an extent to which few of then:i seem to be aware^ 
to discountenance and banish those pernicious cus- 
toms which, from time to time, display their hydra 
form in society, and to exercise a most efficient guar- 
dianship over public taste and virtue. No false sen^ 
timents can have much prevalence against which they 
iie^lutely set their faces.^ No corrupt practices can 
be general or pi^ular which tbey are willing to ex- 
pel from society. 

^. Human happiness,' says a modem writer, Vis oq 
the whole, much less affected by great, but unfrcr 
quent events, whether of prosperity or of adversity, 
of benefit or of injury, than by small, but perpetu- 
ally recurring incidents of good or evil. T)i,e man- 
ner in which the influence of the female cliaracter 1$ 
felt, belongs to the latter description. It is not like 
the periodical inundation of a river, which once ia 
a year, overspreads a desert with transient plenty. 
It is like the dew of heaven, which descends M all 
seasons, returns afSter short intervals, and permanently 
nourishes every lierb of the field*." 

To the female sex also properly appertains a lar^e 
portion of those offices of charity, to which we are 
constantly called. To feed the hungry, and clothe 
the naked ; to weep with tbem that weep / to soften 
the bed of sickness, and to wipe away the tc^s of sor* 
row, are duties incumbent upon us all. But they be- 
long, more particularly to the tender sex. They 
^are best acquainted with domestic wants. They are 

• ' -■' 

♦ Gishorne, D^tUf of the Fmale Sex. p. 8. 



jlhe b^st jadg^§ of ^idm^i^fc chaWcte*. They hav* 
Ifiore arjrfti^athjv inofe tfiitdefness, mofe leisure, ami 
Jh6re patiehCf^ than xhfeh ; and, ' on a variety of ac* 
cioiints, are mote capable of perforxniftg tb^se dtitie$ 
^i;ith ease to themselves, and with stdvaiUage to the 
dejects of their charity. 

Here is sutely enough to eiJreHe all the anrri^itibn, 
atitl to employ all tlie talfents of a reasonable nkin4. 
What though females cannot stand in the saered 
I>e^, hdr sit on the Denfch of justice ? What iihough 
they cannot be "employed in framing laws, nor in 
ddtiducting diplomatic raissions, nor in organiakig 
Of governing nations ? They dan contribute more hf 
tlieif virtues and their influence; to bind society to- 
gether, than all the laws that legislators ever fox'med. 
They are called to duties which are not only worthy of 
the most exalted powers ; but which have thi$ pre* 
jtfminent advaritage, that, while they afe immediately^ 
d&lciilat^a to meliorate the hearts of those who per- 
forfti them, they also tend to refine and elevate thl^ 
hiiiiiah charactfet* in general, and to render earth more 
like thjgj pai^aiTisc of Go^. 

The foregoing hints, if they dp not saiisfactoriljr 
elucidate the subject to which they refete, will at least 
stifficfe to show itd importance ; and to prepare the 
Wky for sotee remarks tnore immedijltely practical. 
To th^se |)terihift me how ta request your attention. 

i Let me apply thb subject, by inferring from 
what teas been ieaid^ the unspeakcdrh hnportance ofje- 
male ^(hic^tibn* If the female character be so im* 
portant/ thcn.tiife formal:iot» of that character must be 
esqualiy so. If edtication ih general lie at the foon 
di^ioh <)f ^dividual, domestic, and national hap- 
piness, thtfrls esjieeially the case with female educa- 
tiori. It is a concern in which the- highest interests 
of immi^ind are at s^feike. It involves the vital prin- 
ciple of social welfare. And according as it is at- 
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tended to or neglected ; according aa i^ is wisely os 
ertoneou&ly pursued, yf\]X public aiid private hap- 
piness be nourished or poisoned at its root. Upoi) 
the education of woman it depends , under God, 
whether she shall be the most useful, or the most mis- 
chievous of mortals ; whether she shall be the most 
invaluable blessing of human society, or * the most 
dreadful scourge of Almighty visitation.' Solemn 
thought I How deeply ought the subject to engage 
the attention, to interest the^heart, to expite the pray-% 
ers, and to animate the diligence of every parent ! 

Wc are, perhaps, wiser than our fathers, in having 
learned to appreciate more justly than they did,' the 
talents of women, and in devising plans of education 
better fitted to develope and improve these talents* 
But I am afraid we fall below our venerable^predeces- 
sors, in cultivating the moral and religious cbarac^ 
ter of feinaleS} and in fitting them for som^ of the 
m^re useful and important duties of their sex« When 
we learn generally to correct this error ; when we 
teach our daughters properly to estimate their true 
digni^, and diligently to pursue their real happiness; 
when wp persuade them to refiect, that education con- 
sists, not in the acquisition of dazzling and meretri- 
cious arts; but in preparing themselves to be res- 
pectable and useful a$ wives, mothers, members of 
society, and christians— -Then^ ^nd not till then, may 
we hope to see the moral character of society raised, 
and the real importance of the female sex more just- 
ly estimated, and more duly honored. 

2. Allow me to. apply this subject by recommending 
the character H^rbichhazbeen drawn, to the studious imi-^ 
tation of the female part of n^ audience^ and espicidlly, 
of the younger class. Contracted in its extent, and fee- 
biein itsov^ine, as is the sketch which I have attempt- 
ed to exhibit, believe me, it is worthy of your atteair 
tion. It is a character which involves the highest 
hcmor, and which embraces its own reward. In re; 
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commending it to your imitation, therefore, I am 
pleading the cause ctf your own elevation and happi- 
ness, as well as the cause of God, and the cause of 
mankind. 

My young female friends ! it ought to be your am- 
bition to possess and to evince a sound under$tand- 
ing, and a respectable portion of literary knowledge. 
All that has been said, serves to show that the culti- 
vation of female intellect is as important, and as ne- 
cessary, as the intellectual culture of the other sex. 
^ut it ought to be more especially your ambition, to 
cu'itivate your hearts. The Heart — I repeat it-^the 
jgV^r^--sanctified by rcKgioxi, warmed and softened by 
benevolence, and taught to throb in afiectionate res- 
ponse to every sigh of suffering, and every claim of 
humanity*— this is the grand ornament of woman — 
tliis is the strong hold of woman. To be so many 
TabithaSy adorning' tlie doctrine of God, your Sa- 
. viour, and diffusing happiness among all around you, 
would be infinitely imote to your horior as well as your 
comfort, even in the present life, than to stand in the 
list of those masculine females^ who, while they gain 
a proud civil pre-eminence, really disgrace their sex. 
When therefore, I sec a y outig female devoting 
her supreme attention to external Accomplishments ; 
absorbed in the love of ornament, and of admiration ; 
habitually venturing, 'in obedience to fasliion, to the 
^ery verge of deeorum ; never satisfied but when ei- 
ther preparing for the splendor of a public appearance, 
or discussing the merits of a past e'xhibition — I say 
within myself— The hand of some infatuated parent^ 
or of some incompetent or unfaithful guardiari is here. 
What perversion of talents ! What misapplication of 
exertions ! What waste of time ! What pains to trea- 
sure up sorrow and tears for after life ! How much 
more attractive would be that faii'^form, were it em- 
ployed in works of charity, and more frequently seen 
ft4. bending over the couch of poverty and suffering/ 
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How much more beautiful would be that lovely face, 
were it habitually beaming with benevolence and pie- 
ty ! And how unspeakably more, happy, and more 
respectable its possessor, if the cultivation of her 
heart, and the employment of her time, on evangeli- 
cal principles, Mjere the great object of her care ! 

Let the youfig, let females of all ages, be indu- 
ced to consider t|ie duties incumbent upon them in 
their respective situations in life. A sphere of ac- 
tion is' assigned ypu by your Creator, and you arc 
capable of being eminently useful in the age in which 
you livei Your exertions are calculated not mere- 
ly to relieve present disstress, but to improve the 
condition of society, ta cultivate the hearts of the 
young, and confer blessings on generations ytt un- 
born. How great the satisfaction, how exquisite the 
pleasure of doing good, of adding to the sum of hu- 
man happiness I " Whdt is there in all the pageantry 
of .state* inall the gratifications Qf sense, in all the 
delirious joys of giddy dissipation, once to be com- 
pared with this ? O pleasures cheaply purchased, pla- 
cidly enjoyed ; ever rising, ever new ; never languid, 
never remorseful, why are you pursued so seldom^ 
and attained by so few ?'»♦ 

Brethren ! tbe time is shorty and tbejasbion of this 
Viorld passeih avjay. Like Dorcas^ we must all soon 
sicken and die. Are we habitually anticipating the 
solemnities of that hour ? Are we daily directing our 
pursuits, employing our property, and framing our 
lives, agreeably to this anticipation ? Do we resem- 
ble the excellent Woman, on whose example we have 
been meditating, in our character and hopes, as well 
as in our mortality ? - We cannot resemble her, un- 
less we are disciples indeed. We may * give all our 
goods to feed the poor,' and * our bodies to be burn- 
ed,' and yet be nothing more than * a sounding brass, 

niiwiinii ■■1IIIIBII I I III mil i j i i i i i .j-i ■. ""Il 

• Homer's Occqfional SermPntp II. p. 140. 
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and a tinkliDg cymbal^ Bat those deeds of chanty 
which spring from a liring feith in a living Redeem- 
er ; those works of obedience which are performed 
from a principle of love for his name ; —these are * tiie 
good works, and the altnis-deeds,' which shed a lus- 
tre around the bed of death, and tipdn which^ in a 
dying hour, we may look back with holy satisfaction, 
wi^ heavenly |oy :-«-ftot as the ground of our con- 
fidence ; not as the price of pardon; not as our title 
to e verla^ing life :— no ; the righteousness of * Him^ 
whO) through the eternal Spirk, offered himself with- 
out spot %o God,^ is tiie only foundation of a ^sinner^s 
hope: but as means by which a Divine Saviour has 
enabled us to glorify the riches of his grace ; as die 
fruits 49f his blessed Spirit; as evidences of a vkal 
union to his body ; and as pledges of adjnission to the 
glories of his presence. 

, May that God, who has decided hbnyself the < Fa^ 
ther of the fatfaerlessy and the Judge of €be widow, in 
his holy habitation,^ fill us all with the spirit and the 
consolations of his children^ enable us to dmiftate his 
hdy benevolence, and prepare us, in due time, for his^ 
heavenly kingdom !. And to Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, one God, be all the praise, both rjK!>w and ever ! 
Amen! 
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>ASTOm OF THB ASSOClATE-RSFO&MBti CHUftCH» tM tilB CITY O^ 

liBW'TOKk^ 

Heb. i. viii: 

^ttl tiikio tit Son BefatiOt TBy Torotie^ Godt is for roeranJewr. 

IN the 3l\ important ftrgumeqt which occupies 
Ihis epistle, .Paiif asstime^^ what the belie vein^ He^ 
\>vcw^ had already prOfe$sed» thait lesus ^f NazaretH 
is the true Messiah* To.prepare tlieih ibr tt)e'c6n* 
sequences of their own principle } a principle in volv- 
ing nothing less th^ the abolition of thfeiriawjthe 
subversion of their state, the ruini bit tfaeit city; tho 
final extinction of their c'arnal hopes, h6 leads them 
to the doctrine ^of their Redeemer's ptraoh in order 
to Explain the nature of his offices, tof evince the Val« 
ue of his rpiritual salvation, 2stid to shew in both, tb^ 
kccotnplishment of their tecoxtoitiy which was / lioitr 
teady to vanish siway.' Urider no apprehension of 
betraying the unwary into idolatrous homage by giv« 
ing to' the Lord Je^ils greater glory than is ' due un- 
to his name ;' the apostle sets out with Ascribing to 
him excdlence and attributes wliich belong to n0 
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crcatiirc. Creatures of niost clvated rank are intra- 
duced ; but it is to display, by contrast, the prc-em- 
Jnencc of Him who is * the brightntss of the Father *& 
glory, arKf.tBc>kptscs»hrragettf liis^)ti3to Angels- 
are -great m might and m dignity ; but * unto tlfem 
hath he not put-fe» subjection the world to come. 
* Unto whifch of T9J:^»r said he, ^ any time, Thou art 
fny son r* To which of tbemy * Sh thou at my right 
"hand ?' He aailfit. tftiey jarc- spfrits-^ ^'mmsterir^ ispir^ 
its, sent forth to inijf fst^y untp them who are the 
Heirs of salvation, '^ £u6 nnt& the SON, in a style 
which annihilates competition and comparison, unta 
the SON he saith, thy thrgnCj. O Gi^d, h forever and 
ever. y . - . ... 

Bffethfen, if the majesty of Jtsus is the swbject 
yftki^ the <Hdly Ghost selected for the encoorajgfe- 
ment and consolation of bis people, when he was 
shaking the earth and the heatens,^ and diffusing his 
gospel/among the mtticms ; '•^ean it be otherwise than 
suitable and precious to- us:Of>:th'tji €K:casion ? Shall it 
not expand ouf v k.w^, apd warja^ow-heaj^ nerve 
6ur arm, in our efforts to exak his fam^ ? Letine im- 
j>l6re then, the'aid of your prayers > b^t fer more im- 
pcrftunatelytjieiijds of ^is own Spirit, ipvhile I speak 
bf '-the tmngs' Ayhich concern the king V' those great 
things cpntained'ih the te:lt-— his personal glory- — 

Ki5 sovereign rute.4-* 

' *f. His ■pergonal ^/^ryikhiries forth in the name by 
which he is reveale<;f.; a name abdve every natne, 
^HY tbrone^^-'OGorQl • \ / - 

'To the single eye nothing can be more; evident, ii> 
the' • ' "' '' " •-—••• — 

.ftr^r plape, tlian that the Hojy. Ghost' here asserts 
the eesseniiaf deity of our l^oVd Je^us Christ. .Of his 
enemies, whom he will * make his footstool,? some 
have, indeed, controverted this position, and endea- 
voured to blot out the text from the ca^logue of his 
witnesses- Jn^itead of * thy thtdne^ 6 God ;* they 



^xfiiA&aQisftispA<ijk;{^ jphnsediogjr^ of 

figfinspf anAcf scii^se, to read;; ^OflDd>is;th3f7tlmiie if, 
i^fiviati&pgdthe. gmdt and; dreadfoliGbdE i iitc>.ac&yflid3iQfr 
iifiauhoiTtjr ibdoesof MsiOiisnuircaUlres^i; :The:S(3^^ 
tures; itr^seems^iafl^ tUtBr.ct|ntffiuii£iu»» ar impiety^' 
but xhe divii^y of(thtt\Soh ds^r sliakVnot^attctC Ther 

bt "vhrtsHtdi £Ema)»» by* tllermide'Iiftiid t)f%.Ubc]|tfQiisk 

'J . icMm0t fiod, in dieiiardyf^iracie^. ^at Mngfe4istiaa^ 
iSreaisarfeof dft ity .'Yv^ibh isiMts^^fiied^^ resecv6 

lifbkatidii^. tb tbfii. <taiiy begotten' Soob. ^ AIL .thifiga^ 
that^ic^Fatbahatkar^ bis:^^. J^fboLmtiMiiay^mwm 

isctfae. > Alpha tmid.' Qniffiga, tber bogistiiii^ and; the 
okding; ifae firist and the la^tt^ the Mwut^tgS?.: Wim 
is{Jle^at'5 knous.whai la^io «ia»>^ becausi&ike4e9rcb6 
€8 the deep and dark recesses iolthej he vl<? J Wbp^\s 
^r:thti OciltnipMfieoit^ thai> hsls pr<niiised, ^WimrAv^ 
two «r three aaei gatbenedtogiether 10 my/tutfut, theite 
aak lin thevmidsJ} of them:? the lq;hl^Qf ivhose..c^a«^ 
ianaa&e- is^ at tliei same;tni)aicotv.tJ»e' joj( oiT hsawov^ 
epd. the aalratrabbpf . eautho^. Wi»x tsf ineiiSQled' . b}( 
tfaoScraidum m high, aadc^lwalksiHn.tiie; Ofidbt .of 
fliBL gofalenL oamnesdGk8;::;wh^,is aa ^isiaaaettblffa 
lti« a&thft 'assembiies{ of:hisj peopl?::. ^3^ .evm'3C:^W;t 
slnpEpsigfaasdly : in eyarjr «la»elof> prater x iiiv^afve«|r 
l^iolyc b^. f Mh0S£ bindsi Jhave jstisetobed 0ttt>. %Yi». 
TsBsArHis ai|d h|id the foondsilibns o£ the c;tiirth V\. H^JiHH 
hSaSx jR'plenbhed) ihein^ wati^^i^iabitaiita^ jki^* garj^ 
Bisfaad them, withdaeauty ;. ha%if»^ cmated itti thiegt 
0iafc are. in honh^. ^visiblo itnd ii9V|s^k^,wh^ef. thljr 
he iti^]!Qnes« or demiospQs^or.pniK^alitie^orpQi^^^ 
jBObl^t By mbam do ^ all ttings.coQSkt ?^ I/rho ia VihA 
gOTernor among.the JiatMns^ havingcO^ faisuce^tus 
and on his thigh attMEie written * King ofJSnge fto4 
Lord of Lenis«> JfAami& it the Father 's^voil 
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^ all meti'dsQuki honor^ eK*en ^t th^ hotmr hiinsejyi^ ?': 
JFhom has he commanded his angels to woiMtip ? 
«^ir(7in to dief. ? Before nx^bomAo the devils tremMe B 
^PZv isqualifiedTtOTedeon miUions. of sinners ^ from* 
t)ie wrath to come,' and preserve them, by his grace, 
to liiB e vetksting kingcbii ? JVho raiseth the dead ^ 
in trespasses and sins,;?. V having life in htmse^f^ ta^ 
quiclcen whom he will/ at:^£^^ vmce diall all thftt 
are in their graves ^ come forth ; and ileath and hell^ 
surrender their nupierous and forgotten captives ?> 
fVbo fiftiall weigh, in tke balance of Jhidgmeat, ^bc 
destinies of angf^ls and men ? dispose of l^e'tbrbiteisr 
of pdo^dise ? and* bestow eternai life ? Shjdl I sub'^ 
mif M the decision of ireason } Shall I ask a tespoiise 
from heaven ? Shall I summoh the^ devHs from thet^ 
^ chains df > diurkness ?^ The response' fif:om iieav^ii 
sounds in my ears ; reasoft approves, and the devils 
confes$---Tfais, O Christtansi 19 none oilier than the' 
i&BiiAt G6» our S'fyroiMi i . 

* Indeed hiy birethreij, the doctrine of our Lord!s cU*^' 
yinity isnot, as ayucl^ njore interesting to our laitb, 
than, a^ a principle i it is essential to our hope. If he^ 
were not ^ the true God,' he could not be * etern^ 
life.? When pressed down by guilt and languisliing 
for bappiness, I lode around far a deliverer such aa 
tey eonsbience and my heart > and the word of God: 
assure me 1 iieed, insult not my agony by directing^^ 
X|ie to s(; creature— «to am^^ amereman Uke my-', 
self/ A creature / ^ man/ My Jledeemer owns nq;^ 
person.' 'My imniortal spirit is his property.. . When 
I come to die, J must commit it into his hands. .Myl 
aoul / My Infinitely precious soul committed to a mere 
:i^an / become the property of a mere man / I would 
not thus, entrust ray be\dy to the highest angel in 
heaven, ' It ii only the ^ Fadwi' of spirits,' that!caii 
have propirty in spirits, and be their refuge in the 
hour of transition from the present to the approach- . 
iag^worM. In short the divinity of Jesus^ is in the 
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system of graoe^thc sun to which sll its parts are sub- 
ordinate, and bHI their stations refer*— which bind^ 
them in sacred concord ; and imparts to them their 
Tadiance, and life, and vigor. Take from it this cen- 
tral luminary, ^nd the gl(H*y is departed- -Its holy 
harmonies are broken— The elements rush to chaoflt 
-«>-The light of salvation is extinguished for ever / 

But it is not the deity of the Son, simply coosi-: 
sid<*red, to which the text confines our attention* 
We are in the 

Second p}acc to cpntemplate it as subsisting in a 
personal union with thehunuin nature. 

Long before this epistle was written bad he * by 
himself pui^'d our ^ sins, and sat down at the right 
hand of majesty on high.' It i^, therefore, as * God 
manifested m the flesh ;' as my oM^n brother, while he 
ifl * the express image of the Father's person,' as th& 
Mediator of the new covenant, that he is seated <hi 
the throne. Of this throne, to wluch the pretension^ 
9f a prcatui'e were mad and blasphemous, the majesr 
ty is^ indeed, maintained by his divine power ;^«but^ 
the foundation is laid in his Meditorial character^ V 
wed not prove to this audience, that all his gracious 
offices and all his redeeming work originated in the 
Jove and the election of his Father. Obedient to that 
will, which fully accorded with his own, he came 
down ' from heaven ; tabernacled in our clay ; was 
f a man of sorrows and acquainted with griefs ;' sub- 
mitted to the ^ contradictions of ;5inners ;' thetemp^ 
tations of the old Sexpent, and the wrath of an aveng- 
ing God. in the merit of his obedience which threw; 
a lustre round the divine law ; and in the atonement 
of his death by which he offered ^ himself a sacrifice 
without spot unto God,V repairing the injuries dT 
man's rebellion, expiating sin through the blood of 
his cross ; and conciliating its pardon with infinite 
purily, and unateerable truth; summarily, in his per- 
^mning those conditions on which was suspended a|| 
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God*^ mercy lo man, anrf all maa^s'^rijc^ttTent of God, 
in these stupentjous- * works of righte(>usfiscs&* afre we* 
lo look* for the cause of bis present glory. ^ Be'kiJiii<- 
bled himself and became obedient uti$^ deaths evei^ 
tU€ death of the cross ; wherefore God- also hath higiii. 
ly exalted him, and givcnr him- a name which is above 
every namci; that at the name of Xes\i^ every knee 
should bow, of things hi heaven atnl things in efairiih, 
and things under the eartlv ; ^pd thikt every tongue 
should cgnfess that Jesus Christ is Lord> to the 
jglory of God the* Fatht^r . * * Exalted* tlltis, ' t^bea 
Prince and a Saviour,' b<^ fills beatyeh with^ hi&bedaw 
tyi sind obtains from its blest inhabitants . the purest 
and most reverential praise. * Worthy,^ cry the ^1^^ 
kd voices of his afngel$ and iih redeemed, f worthy 
}sthe L&mb that was sladn to ripceive power, and^ricliL 
As, arid, wisdom, and strength, and honor, apd ^loryv 
and; blessing,' * Worthy' again cry hisredeemedv in a 
SOftg which belongs not to the angels^ but in wlliofi; 
tvith holy eestacy, we will join, * worthy afl thouy 
fyt thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to Cod bV 
thy blood.' . .* 

De^ightfd, brethren, tri^scencknttj^delfglilfiii weiPe 
it to ' dwell upon this thieme. > liut we muse f efirsda ^ 
and htfvirig taken a transient glatiae at<^ i<l^deeft|^er^ 
^^fsOnal ^oiy, let us turn to th^ 
' IL View which the text eishibits~4he view of hii 
swercign jTif fe ; ■■>>■ ; , Thy thkowe, God iV f&r&i^i^ 
tmd ever. :.'..■'• *.• ". 

TH6 tiled iatoris^l kingdont of Christ Jesiis^ dh*MUN} 
and upheld t)y his divinity, is wow the object of cm 
eohtempfotion. To advofnte Jehovah's; ^ry inA th^ 
Salvation Of men, is the purpose of itdetectioif, Thol 
earth is- the ^ene and human lif^^ the limfT^ of thosf 
great operMions by which they ai;^ iuiisre^ed iri its 
mercies, and prepared for itft consummaliofi^ its 
{principles, ks provisions;, \U issties^ are etcrnaL y^ieii 
it rises u|ibef(9Qre us in all its gi^ondeurof^esign, col)^ 
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iecting ;$nd conducting tp the heavens of God^ m^- 
Jiojis of Lmiiaprtajs in comparison with the lea§|t of 
whom the destruction of the material universe were sv 
thing of naught, whatever the carnal mind calls vast 
iand magnificent, shrinks away into nothing. 

But k is nol so njuch t^e general nature of Messi- 
ah's kingdom on yihich I am to insist, as lis siahilityj 
it;s administration^ and the prgsp^cp which they ppen^ 
to tixe church of God. 

Messiah's throneis not one of those airy fabrrcks * 
which' are reared \>y vanity and overthrown by Ti mer- 
it is iixe^ of old : it is stable and cannot be sh^en^ 
Jbr 

(1,) It is thp throne of Co pi lie who sitteth oa 
it is the pmnipotept. Universal being is in his \iandf 
Eevolptipn, force, fear, as applied tp his kingdom, 
are words \yithout meaning. , Kise up in rebellion^ if 
iho'uhast courage. Associate with thee the whplt 
mass of infernal power. Begin with the ruift of 
wjiateve is fair and ^ood in thi§ little globe--Pass 
from hence to pluck the Sun out of his placer-rand 
roll the volume of dessolation through the starry wprld 
—What hast thou done unto him J It is the .puny 
inenace q^ a worm against Him whose frown ijs per- 
dition. * He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh,' 
(2.) With the stability which Messiah's Godhea4. 
communicafes tp his throne, let us connect thestabif 
lity resulting from his Father's covenant, 

I^is throne is founded not pierely in strength, but in 
right. God hath laid the government upon the shouL* 
cler of his holy child Jesus, and j^et hina upon mount 
Zion as liis king fqreyer. Heiias promised, and sworif 
to * build up his throne to all generations j' to * make 
it endure as the days of heaven ;'' to * beat down hia 
foes before his face,' and plague them that h?ite him. 
But my faithfulness' add^ he, / and my mercy shall 
be with him, and in my name shall l>is horn be ex- 
altedi Hath he said it 7 And will he not do it? 
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Hath he spoken iti and shall it not come to pasi ^ 
Whatever disappointments rebuke the visionary pro- 
jects of men, or the more crafty schemes of Satan^ 
* tlie counsel of the Lord, that shall stand.' The blood 
of sprinkling, which sealed all the promises made td 
Messiah, and binds down his father's faithfulness to 
their accomplishment, witnesses continually in the 
heavenly sanctdary. * He must,' therefore, * reign till 
. he have put all his enemies under his feet^' And aU 
though the dispensation of his authority shall, upon 
this event, be changed ; and he shall deliver it up, in 
its priesent fot'm, to the Father, he shall still remain, 
in his substantial glory, * a priest upon his throne,' to 
be the eternal bchid of odr union, and the eternal me- 
dium of our fellowship, \tith the living God. 

Seeing thait the throne of our king is as immovea- 
ble as it is exalted, let us * with joy draw water out of 
.that well of salvation** which is opened to us in the 
Administration of his kingdom. Here we must 
Consider its generat tbafacters^ and the means by' 
which it operates;. 

The general chaf aicters which 1 shall illustrate, arc? 
the following. 

(i.) Mysterji — He is t^e ijhseafchable Grbd, and! 
his government riiust be like himself. Pacts con^ 
ceming bbth he has ^aciously revealed. These we 
ifttfst admit upon thfe credit of his own testimony i 
with these we must satisfy oufr wishes, and Ihnit our 
inquiry. * To intrtfde ?nt6 th6se things which he 
hath not seen^ because God has not disclosed them', 
whether they relate to his arrangements for this world 
or the next, is the arrogance of one ^vainly puf- 
fed up by his deshly mrnd.* There are sed^ets in 
our Lord's proce'dure which he will not esCplaiii t6 us 
in this life, and which may not, perhaps, beeiplained 
in the life to come. We cannot tell how hte intakes 
evil the minister of good : bow he combines physical 
and moral agencies of liferent kind and order, in the^ 




ipn, 
rela- 
tibns of ffi(5 universe; nor cyeb what may bfe-'all-tHcl 
cdriricctions bt brpvidenbe in the bdciirfences of this 
Xfioment, or of the la^t. •Siich knowledge is tdii 
^oh4erfal for us : it" is high, Wc cannot attaiii it.' 
!pur*Soverejgn»s ^ way is in the sea, and his path iri 
the. deep' waters ; and his footsteps kft' not kfio*vn^ 
"^lien, therefore j we are siirtounded with diffifctJlty ; 
when" we 'cannot unriddle his conduct in pafticulapf 
dispensations, We ihus thit he is God'; 

that we are to •walk by faith ;' and to trust hitrt ate 
Implicitly when we are in the '• valjey of the shado^k 
of dealK;* as when his * candle shines upon Oitr heads!' 
We rh list remember that It is riot for u^ to be admiittedl 
into the cabinet "of tlic King of Kings; thart crea- 
tures' constituted as we are could riot Sustain the viji^r 
"of his uriveiled agency ; that' it would Confound,' Siul 
'scatter, arid annihilate our little intellects. As of- 
ten,' then, as he retires from bur observation, blend- 
irig goodness with majesty,' let us lay 6ur hands np- 
9h biir impuths and worship. This staltetiriess of bar 
l^ipg can afford lis np jiist ground of dneaisittcss. Chi 
the contranr It cdntributes to biii* 'tranquility : ' For We 
know, 

; ' (2.) That if his adriniriUtratiori is my$tertdiis, it is 
Jilso 'ivise. 

-^ Great is our Lofd, and of great power} his un- _ 
derstandirig is infinite/ T^hat infinite urideHtaii^- 
¥!F ^atctifes byer^ ' and arranges, arid clirfQtS all- the 
ai^irs of his church arid of the woi-lid; tt^e zxt pcir- 
"plexedateviery step; emb'arassed by opriositioii; tdst 
in'cpnf^ fretted by disappointnjeri^^ teady 

to conclude', in oiir haste, that all things are against 
oiir own good,' arid dur Master's, honor. But * this * 
IS our jhfirmily -^ \i is "the dictate of impatience aHd 
indiscrctiori." "^e forget the • yeaii^of ihkrlght haiid 
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of the Most High.' We arc slow of heart in learning 
a lesson which shall soothe our spirits at the expence 
of our pride. We turn away from the consolation 
to be derived from believing that though we know 
hot the connections and results of holy providence, 
^ our Lord Jesus knows them perfectly. With him 
> there is no irregularity, no chance,' no conjecture. 
Disposed, before his pye, in the most lominous and 
exquisite order, the whole series of events occupy 
the very place and crisis where they are most ef- 
fectually to subserve the puiposes of his love. Not 
a moment of time is wasted, nor a fragment of ac^ 
tion misapplied. What he does, we do not, indeed, 
know afrpresent, but so far as^wc shall be permitted 
to know hereafter, we shall see that his most inscruta- 
ble procedure was guided by consummate wisdom ; 
that our choice was often as foolish as our petulance 
was provoking ; that the success of our own wishes 
would have been our most painful chastisement; 
would have diminished our happiness, aud detracted 
from his praise. Let us therefore^ study to subject 
bur ignorance to his knowledge i instead of jM^escrib- 
jngjtoobey; instead of questionings to believe; to 
perform our part without that despondency which be- 
trays a fear that our Lord may neglect his ; and ta- 
citly accuses him of a less concern than we feel for 
the glory of his own name. Let us not shrink from 
this duty as imposing too rigorous a condition upon 
our obedience^ for a 

(3.) Character of Mesi^iah's administration is rigAi^ 
cousness. * The sceptre of his kingdom is ai right 
trcepire.^ If ^ Clouds and darkness are round about 
bim', rightepu sness and judgment are the habitation 
. of his throne.' In the times of old his redeemed 
* wandered in the wflderness in a solitary way ; but, 
nevertheless, he led them forth by the right way, 
that they might go to a city of habitation. ' He loves 
tus church and ^ members of it too tentierly to lay ' 
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upon, them any burdens, or expose them to any 
tnals, which are not indispensible to their good, it 
is right for them to ' go through fire and through wa- 
ter,' that he may ^ bring them out. into a wealthy 
place/— right to * endure chastening/ that * they 
mi^y be partakers of his holiness*— right to * haye 
the sentence of de<^th in themselves/ that they may 
^ %T\xhX in the living Gpd» and that his strength may 
be perfected in their weakness/ It is right that 
he should ^ endure with much long suffering the 
vessels of wrath fitted to destruction : ' that he should! 
permit ' iniquity to abound^ the love of many tQ 
wax cold/ and the dangers of his church to accu- 
mulate, till the interposition of his arm be necessary 
and decisive. In the day of final retribution not one 
mouth shall be opened to complain of injustice. It 
will be seen that < the Judge of all the earth has done 
right ; that the works of his hands have been verity and 
Judgment/ and done every one of them^ in ^* truth 
and yprightness/ Let us, then, think not only re- 
l^pectfully, but reverently of his dispensations, repress 
the voice of murmur^ and rebuke the spirit of discon* 
tent ; wait, in faith and patience, till he. become his 
own interpreter, when ^ the heavens shall declare his 
righteousness, and all the people see his glory.' 

You will anticipate me in enumerating the means 
which Messiah employs in the administration of hi^ 
kingdom. 

(1.) The Gospel; of which himself, as an alUsiifr 
ficient and condescending Saviour, is the great and 
affecting theme. Derided by the world it is, neverr 
theless, effectual to the salvation of them who bcr 
lieve. * We preach Christ crucifiecl, to the Jews a 
stumbling-block, and to the Greeks foolishness ; 
but to them who are called, both Je\ys and Greeks, 
Chrbt the power of God and the wisdom of God,* 
The doctrine of the cross connected with evangeli- 
ml ordinances — the ministry of reconciliation; the 



Upl^ sa}ibat^ ,;- the sacraments of liis c'pyep^,:' ^iri^ 
ly,, tjie,_ whole system, of insthuted wpF?fiip,^ii5 tliys 
*,fx)4^6f.the Redeemer's strengtV by which hp sub- 
cfues sinnerstp himself ; rules even" ' in the iia'idse of 
his enemies.;' exercises his {jlor^ous authority jti hiaf 
churc^^ and exhibits a visible prootto men and an- 
glcn, that he is King in Zion. 

, (2. .The efficient ineans to. wni'Ch" trie .gbspel owe* 
^s supcess,^ anc( the name of Jesus its praise, is thi& 
dgcn^ of the Holy Gbo^t. / . \ 

Christianity is ' t^ie minisirat\on, of tfce. Spirit,* 
All real and sanctifying knowledge of the truth an^ 
IpYj^ of God is frcini his inspiration, tt was,the last, . 
4fia bestprprpise which the Saviour made t'o'his af. 
^cted^qisci'ples at thcmpn^eht of parting, '^I wUlscncf 
vi^l Comjorter, the' spirit pf' triiih;. He shall^ glorify 
rpe,, fpiT he shall take of mine and.sliew it.untp youy 
l!t i^he * wHocauvioc,csthc.\vprldof sin, ofrightfeous'-' 
bcss, jind of juugmcnt'---who, infuses resistless jvi- 

SQUT i^ito liiea'ns othe.rwise weak .and useless. '. Foq 
i^\Weappns of. piir wat-fare arc not carpat, piitihight^^ 
tjttoq'gh God,; God the Spirit, * tp the pulling downj. 
of-iitrpog holdsV ' ^ittou^his t(ei)etficti6n thc:iniii«f^ 
iitiy of an ,afc|ian^l would never ^.cphy'^rt pn^ s|,P-^ 
ijer ffjoni .t^ "cfror of hia way.' But when he de- 
sfendis, wifh his Hfegiving influence from God ouf 
<tf heaven, 'theh ' foolish things of the world confonndj 
th^ yfj^.i and .weak things of the world, confounJ 
th't; things, yrnich are mighty ; and base things of thcf. 
worldj.and things wliich are despised, yea, and things, 
which arl? npt, bring to nought things which are.' It. 
ii^ this irjinistratipn: of the Spirit which renders tlie. 
preaching: of tfie gospel to ' men dead in trespasses 
ahd sins] a r^dsona^/e service. When I anisetdown iii 
th^:, '. V*Ucy of vjsion,' and view the bones, 'very 
many and very (Jry,' and am desired to tfy the effect 
pf.my omi apjli^ty iji recalling them to life, I fold my 
baiidj and stand niutc in astonishment' and despair.. 
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[ii|t. wKi^^ ibc Lord God, coniiriands rhc to speak in 
IS name, my closed lipsf shall be openedt; wKerf 
HK c^Us ^pon * the breath from the four winds tq 
Breathe upon the slain that they may live,* I will 
prophesy without fear, -^* P.y^ ^^7 bones, Hear the 
word ofr the. Lord, V 'and*, obedient to hii voicei ^ey 
^.shall come together, bone to his boiie^ s'hkll 4>€; 
dovtred with sinews and flesh: '.shall receive' riewf 
Ufe :, and • stand up upon tncir feet, an exceeding 
gre^t arniy.' Jn this manner, from the mves of na* ' 
turt.and the drj'' bones oi* natural men, does the Ho* 
ly Spirit recruit thp ^rmies of the living God :' and . 
inafcc them, collectively and individually, * amanicV 
and appraise, and a glory,* to the * Captain of their 
•alvation/ . » 

[ {^. ) Aniong <ih.e instruinehts which the LoM lesiis 
e^^tploys \Ti the a4ministration of his goyertimeht ar^ 
the fesourcei bf the physic at ahd moral 'world. ^ 

$upneme in heaven and in earth, ^ upholding all 
things by the word of bi§ power,* the universe is his 
magazine, of means. Nothing which acts or eii^ts.- 
ia^e;jcen)pte4, from promoting, in its own phce, tbe 
purpes^es of his kingdom. , Beings rational andf irra- 
tional; aniinate and inanimate; the heavens above' 
ajjd*1ihp£artJti.belpw ; the obedij^npe of sancu^ed,^^^ 
tpe dispb^ienic^' of unsanctified nxen ; alt ftbiy sipir* 
^tej; a^ damped spirits : in oiie word, cvefy agency, 
every, .dcmentjcveiyatotn, are but the ministers of 
his will, and conQur in the execution of his designs. 
. ^dcthls he FiU demonstrate to. the conhi^ibh of h& 

tem 

<]pji^.an4'the deftd. 
. Uppflij these bills < 

a)Ti'S. ^ThrOM and lM^.|ii^i^Vv.»} nuiii^iifauaMUit y* n 

liMf^^,J5't,H^>ke,o^^ s^^^PW;^|.Surve^^^^^ 
Prospects which rise up before vc Churdi of Goa; 
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When I look upon the magnificent scene, I can- 
iiot repress the salutation, ^ Hail thou that art highljr 
favoured ! * 

She has the prpspect of preservation, of increase, 
and of triumph. 

(1.) The prospect o{ preservation. 

The long existence of the Christian church would 
be pronounced, upon common]principles of reasoning, 
impossible* She finds in every man a natural and in- 
veterate eneniy. To encounter and overcome the 
^ unanimous hostility of the world, she boasts no po- 
Utical stratagem, no disciplined legions, ho outward 
coercion pf any kind. Yet her expectation is that 
she live forever. Tp mock this hope, and to blot 
out her memorial from under heaven, the n[iost furi- 
ous efforts -of fanaticism, the most ingenious arts of 
statesmen, the concentrated strength of empires, have 
been fre<juently and perseveringly applied. The 
blood qf her ^ons and her 'oaughte|-s has stream- 
ed like water; the smoke of the scafibld and the stake, 
wherp thpy won the crown of martyrdom in the cause 
of 4[esus, has ascended in thick volumes to the skies. 
The tribes of persecutioti have sported over her woes, 
^pd erected monuments, as they imagined, of her 
perpetual ruin. But where are her tyrants, and where 
their empires ? the tyrants haye long since gone to 
their own place ; their names have descended upon 
the roll of infamy ; their empires have passed, like 
shadows over the rock— they Have successively dis- 
appeared, and left not a trace behind ! 
' But what bec?ime of^ the church ? She rose from 
her ashes fresh in beauty and might. Celestial glo- 
ry beamed around her ; she dashed down the monul 
ihehtat marble of her foes, and they who hated her 
fled before her, She has celebrated the funeral of 
kings and kingdpms that plotted her destruction ; 
and, with the inscriptions of their pride, has trans- 
nutted to posterity the records of their shame. How 
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H\i2A\ this phasnomenon be explained ? We are '■ at 
the present moment, witnesses of the facit ; but who 
can usfbld the mystery. This blessed book^ the 
book of truth and life, has made our wonder to cease* 
*Th£ Lord HER God ik the midst of her i^ 
MiGHtY.' His presence is a fountain of health, and 
his protection a * wall of fire.' He has betrothed her, 
in eternal covenant to himself. Her living head, in 
whom she lives, is above, and his quickening spirit 
shall never dqpart from her. Armed with diving 
virtue, his gospel, secret, silent, unobserved, enters 
the hearts of men and sets up an everlasting kingdom. 
It eludes all the vigilance, and baffles all the power 
of the adversary. Bars, and bolts, and dungeons are 
no obstacle to its approach : Bonds, and tortures, sind 
death cannot extinguish its influence. Let no man's 
heart, tremble, then, because of fear. Let ncT mart 
despair, in these days of rebuke and blasphemy^ df 
the Christian cause. The ark is launched, indeed^ 
\ipon the floods ; the tempest sweeps along the deep ; 
the billows break over her on every side. But Jc^ 
hovah-Jesus has promised to conduct her in safetjjr to 
the haven of peace. She cannot be lost unless the 
pilot perish. Why then do the heathen rage, and 
' and the people * imagine a vain thing ?* Hear, O Z'u 
' on, the word of thy God, and rejoice for the conso* 
lation. ^ No weapon that is formed against thee shall 
prosper, and every tongue that shall rise against thefe 
'in judgment thou shalt condemn. This is the heri- 
tage of the servants of the Lord, and their righteous^ 
nessis of me» saith the Lord.^ 

Mere preservation, how^ever, though a mast com- 
fortable, is not the only, hope of the Church ; ^e has 
(2.) The prospect of i/irr^^i^. 
Increase— from an effectual blessin g upon the means 
of grace in places where they pre already enjoyed ; 
for thus saith the Lord, * I will pour water upon him 
that is thirsty, and floods upon- the dry ground : I will 
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pour piy apirlt upon thy seed, zn^ tnj hltnsAn^ V^^ 
tjbine Qjlsipring; and they shall spring up as am6iij|f 
the grass, as willows by. the water courses.* 

Increase««f^om tl;ie diffusion of evahgelic^l truth 
through Pa^ap lands. ^ For behold, the darkness shaiu 
cover the earth, and gross darkness the people ; but 
t^ Lprd shall arise upon th^e, iind his glory 'stiall be 
i^een upon thee. And the Gentiles shaU come to thy 
light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising. Liu 
jup thine ey^s round about and see : all they gather 
.themsehres together, they come to thee : thy sons shall 
come from far, and thy daughters shall be liursed at 
Jhy side. Then thou shall see, and flow to^ctticr, and 
thine heart shall fear and be enlarged ; because the 
abundance of the sea shall be converted unto thee, 

•• • • I * ■• f * 

the forces of the gentiles shall come unto thee.' 

Increase— from the recovery of the rejected Jews 
,to the faith and privileges of God's dear chilflren, 
* Blindness in part has happened unto Israel'— >they 
have been cut off, for their unbelief, from the olive 
irec. Age has followed age, and they remain to this 
hour spread over the face of the earth, a fearful and 
affecting testimony to the truth of God's word. They 
are without their sanctuary, without their Messiah^ 
without the hope of their believing ancestors; Biit 
it shall not be always thus. They are still bejoved 
for the father's sake.' When the * fullness of tlic Qeri- 
$iles shall come in,' they too shall be gathered. Tjiey 
shaU discover, in our Jesus, the promised Messiab ; 
And with tenderness proportioned to their fpf^niei- in- 
sensibility, shall cling to his cross. Graced' a^in 
into their own olive tree, * all Jtsrael shall be saved*.' 
Jt was ^ through their fall that salyatpn ca^6 Ufit^o 
us G*entiles.' And, * if the Casting away oC tHem be 
the recondling of the world>wliat shall the ^-c^^^ 
iofi: of them be but life from the dead ?' What ec* 
9ta&y, my brethten / the Gentile and the Jew taking 
•9wcet fiP.URpe.1 tofieAer, w^d gwpjj to tji^^ 
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t>9i^,# qf>|g^Sf*i(H« ^l^yUl^w of £km emolannii^. 

that I may dM^Il:' The liDwekd^e of Idbowdh onmM 

tlBTca^flt f^ ^^ttb ^ ^ the watwara cever^e sea ;^ 
11^ all llej^h wji^j;]^ t^ 

y,h9i^ pffiim >d<;aQlalev «cid < affl&«lei|^ «qi8»d w|tk 
t«mp|s|^ iMftd mi^ f^np^fbrtAd,^ the Lard bur Gba^. wilt 
thi^i> ^ m^9 h^r M otemai esLc^mcjr,' fad r^ifvyi 
h^r sQvrQ^fh ^Itktfluiiiph..*.^ 

v!w WIfffc* Ip^ hiftrt, * Thi^ nation and lDiiigd9my.% 
saitjb^ Ulif JUffd* * tli^. wiU 001 aewre tt^ $|ball {^erisli k 
yie^; t]h^e j«ajl^9 fhaft be uttar^ wasted* T^? son«f 
a^ of) ^m ^h^t fiffliQtc^ Ihte shall come bef^ding un^i 
ta t^es ; 4fl4 aUr tbc^ that desptsad dira shall hom^ 
%)^Vf^^^^^i4^w^flX titaa wtea o£ thjr gsret ; and thc^f 
s}i# 4;^[ tll^e^ tl» thyiof the Lord) the J^on of Ihr 
ST^ljf Qnf of Iata<}*.' That gmat enemy of her wntf 
tp4 W* {If ap(^»t vrho shed the Ubaod of lier sah^ls and 
h&!St glTQpljiQtA, tih^ M AH PiB Sa !r who haseexaltod hii^fiaelf 
a):}4ve 4^ ^% ^ & c^ted God, ' shall appeavy in tlie whoki ' 
horror of his|doom as the ' son of perditioiiyWfaoiii^t||e' 
'U^ sh^l eo^fuins^ nv^ the spidtdThis mouthy aid 
1^1 d^^ln^y Wit)]^ the hirightneaft of his oomingv^ 
Th^ tt^n^, bufi JQyw»^ event, shall te afmoan:ced bf 
a% angf^^om hei^ven ^erying mightily^wkh a stseng 

vf)^,,B«^bylmi ti^^gne«« ia fidlmiviafelte^^ 
in (At s,Ni4A ^ft thQ re^oosei oftke Church^aniversal, 
8^^^n,, ^i^ gteiry,. and hoa<»» apdi poi^ep, antQ 
tl)^ Jh5^ im^ Qid ;{ ^7 Itoiei and rt§^teoias> are his' 
jM^gF^fllbSl fbl^ l»ik ju^itthe grea]t;whaite which' 
did) c^f^Dipt tt^ ^^r!thii«Kit|i her jiarnkaiicin^ and fta(6 
avenged the blood of her servants at her hand !' Then, 

$5 
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IDOt VtSie accuiWof the brethren* — * that old serpent 
whidi is the Devil and Satan/ shall be cast down, 
* snd bound a thousand years that he shall deceive 
the nations no morc'^-This will introduce the Church's ~ 
. Triumph — ^in the prevalence of righteousness and 
peace throughout the world. 

. * Her people shall be all righteous/ The voice of 
the blasphemer shalVno longer insult her ear. Ini- 
quity as ashamed shall stop its mouth, and hide its 
head. ^ AH her bftcers shrill be peace, and all her ex- 
actors, righteousness. * The kings of the earth brin- 
iiig their glory and honor unto her,> shall accomplish 
^e gracious promise^ ^ The mountains shall bring 
peace to the people, and the little hills by righteous- 
ness." Her prince whose throne is forever and ever, 
f shall judg^ among the nations, and shaU rebuke 
It^any peopl^ ; and they shall beat their swords into 
plowrshares, and^ their spears into pruning hooks : 
xiation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither 
shall they learn war any more P Every man shall 
' meet, in every other man, a brother without dissim- 
illation. .Fear and the sword shall be far away,^^ they 
diall sit every man under his vine and under his fig- 
tree, and none shall make them afraid.^ For thus 
saith the Lord, ^ Violence shall no more be heardt 
in. thy land, wasting nor destruction within thy by- 
ders.;. but thou shaltcall thy wall, Salvation, and 
thy gateSy Praise.' 

. Triumph— *-in the presence of God, in the commu- 
nion of his love, and the signal manifestation of his 
glory. * Behqldthe tabernacle of God shall be with 
men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be 
his people, and God i^^i^self shall be with them, arid 
be their God.' Then shall be seen, * the holy Jeru- 
sjilemdesce(nding.outof heaven from God,' which 
f shall have no need of the sun, neither of the moon,* 
^9 shine in.it; for the glcary of God shall lighten it, 
find the Lamb shall be the light thereof. And 'the 
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htltidiis of them which are saved^all walk m the light 
bf it,.— ahd they shall bring the glory and honor of 
the nations into it ; and there shall in no wise jcmt^ , 
ilito it any thing that deiileth» neither whatsoever 
worketh abomination, or maketh a lie : ;but they 
which are written in the Lamb's book of life.' 

Such, according to the sure word of prophecy, will 
be the triumphs of Christianity ; and to this issue all 
scriptural efforts to evangelize the heathen contribute 
theii; share. That mind is profane, indeed, which 
repels the sentiment of awe ; and hard is the heart 
which feels ' no bland emotion*— But let us pause*— 
You exult^ perhaps, in the view.' of that happiness 
which is reserved for the human race : you long for its 
arrival*; and are eager, in your place, to help on the 
gracious worki It is well. But are there no heathen 
in thb assembly ? Are there none who, in the midst 
of their zeal for foreign missions, forget their own 
souls } nor consider that they themselves ^ negleci 
the great sal vatioa?^ Ilemember, my brethreii, that si 
man may be active in measures which shall subserve 
the conversion . of others, and yet perish in hk 6wnf 
iniquity « Thai very gospel which you desire to send 
to the Heathen I must be the gospel of your salvation; 
it muslt tim^pu * from darkness to light, froth the ][k>w- 
er pf Satan unto God ;' it must xasikt you* Vfieti for 
the inheritance bf t)^e Saints^* or it shall fearfully ag- 
gravate your: condemnation at last. You pray * Thy 
kingdom come.* But is the * kingdom of God \^ithin 
you V Is the Lord Jesus in you, the hope of glory ?* 
Be not deceived. The name of Christiart will not 
save you. Better had it beeh for you ^ not to have 
known the way of righteousness'-— better to have 
been the nibst idolatrous Paganr^-better, infinitely 
better, not to have been born, than to die strangers 
to the pardon of the Redeemer's blood, and the sanc- 
tifying virtue of his sjpirit. From his throne on high 
he calis; callsj vdv brethren to Vou, ^ Look unto me 



?Scek ye «w LiS^di wfelleht hiiifjrbclbuirf'; cafl H* 
vtptti Wtk, Wh)H \^ h utai-; Lt^t the WibKta "Rif^A^ 

antf let him *ettirit unttt ihfe hcY&i iM ht ^\1\ M*fe 
mercy tffrott fern ^^ And tb trfir Ood, fe* hfe ^81 dWiti- 
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Oh th€ mhtt hfe^d) Strdias havfe < ftbd fef rtfiige tb 
hy h6M dn ifliefedpfe set ftWfi«r« theito;* alie edttiitetfiff. 
fed to1>e * j<)yRil4rt tMrkfhg.» He m^ns^ O b^rtifeVw; 
for the*. Thte ^AaWmy rf hiA tlif^bftfe fe t!iy ^Stftfiy, 
Tl*Si4teHxistriitfehbf hl^gtivt^ittheht bTcfrthy gt^ttd; 
itod thfe 'j>rfctx6UA pledge wat he * 1^*11 pteMeet thit 
Whifeh c<^tig*t*iteth tftet;' Ih *itt thy tf6iiblt?s afftd in 
d thy jt^ •coitttWft ll# WHy titttd hJn^.* He \rlH 
feuata twe "satcted 'dfepbsit. tear lYdt that thbti ^haft 
/lack ahy ^obd thing. '^-.Feaf^ fmt thkt th6iat *alt bfe 
fe(r$kkten-..Fe4l^ ttot that thbti Jihat Tall tieheath A* 
< tirnir t>f the x^testofJ' ' ftlfe wfetit tftSr^dugh the^tfe's 
of the trit to iaW the6 ; fefid he #fH ^takc ill th6 
jldrte$ 6f hfe etdtrh to ketp thtt. Sing theh thbli 
>eldvt:d, ^ Behold (!k)tl fe tny sfsAviitibii t I tirin trqit 
itidiittbfe^fhiid; ft^the Lwi Jfeh6Vkh ii toy ^!«il^ 
^ttiy '*6ng J he ahats teboto* thy ^l^aWkW. 

Atud It we have * tasted Aftt he fe gt^ibrtfs ,* if '♦vb 
ft>bk b^k withhomjr and tWaTisfjpKMrt lacpiH^ the Wr^tth- 
e^dtfcs^ aM the Wrath "whk^ y^ fcaVe ttttfeil^ed, wJtfc 
li^hat mjciety -shkll wt tio^ h^teii to the aid bf iErtir Mi 
lt)Wrti^rt, mt^m * sfttihg ill the fegibn aAd ^hl^<A^ 
dp death/ What ^eal will be to^a ai^n* r ^hat ii^ 
6of too peiise+ering ; what sacrince tob cdaJtly, if by 
a^y txfearts^, we mayr tell thetai of Jtestils, aAd the resilK 
refrtibii, and the tif(fir etem^l \ Who sihall be daunted 
by difficdltreisi bt deterrbd by dlBcbdf^g*ni:eHt ? ff 

but diie Pagatrt $h<!)Wld be brought, iSavifirlly, by ydtit 
ifistfumentatity, tb flife ktiowle^ bf God, Mid thfe 
kingdotti of Heaveti, ^iltyou *x6t, toy lirtthMo^ ll^ 
an atnfite ^tcbrnj^ntie ? li tf^fe tt6x« a^ tmm M^hi^ 
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^(AiB g^ \tp nil f« tok b^ftu^ some TayoHMf iia|^ 

^% been tfisdppointed > 6ir Wh6 rtgrtts the Iv^Vkflf 
iibbstance which ^e has ex\)ehdcd dii so divide an em 
frl^rise ? Shartie tni thy eoward spirit aftd thine ava** 
^ciims heart } I>ithc Holy Sei-i)pttirfes, ddei the c%* 
fetiehtt bf ages> fltH* \ht hirture of thirtgs jnstlfy the 
expectation, that we^hWlCArty War intd the eehtrdl 
regions of delusion and criihej Without t^ppositiotti 
#ifl¥^t trial f Shewtfie a plan which tneoiinters not 
fitercfe re^fetan'ce frmu the Prihce »f Darkness and hi& 
Wftts in thfc huilaaiv Weart, ahd I vAM sh€v«^ you a J)laA 
^hifch tie Vcr cafht from the in«)^)fatloh of God. If 
}ffi«af5teffta<t effort *^fifefoccasioffal tmbarrassttitm i if 
ilnpftssions on thit htathfeft be less speedy ^ afid poW* 
etftAj &nd txteti^iVej than foftd wishes have anticipate 
tA I If particular pattis of the great system of opera* 
tlon bb, at tfitteH, dfttohcerted 5 if afty of tht * mtttk* 
t^rs of Igraee' fatt^ sacrifice tb the Violence of thosfe 
AVhoih they go to bfes» * in the ir^ttit of thfe Lord t* 
iShfc^ aVfe evei^ts tv4iich otight to exercise 6itr fehh hnd 
^tienee*, to \veaii u$ frotn self itiffitieu'Cy ; to teach 
to Mrhcre Oiir strength lies, atid X^trc our dependents 
ttitfst be fexiet!'*, but hot to ehfeebte hope, nor relax 
tfilHgente. Let u^ tict • despise the day 6f smail 
filings.^ Let ut tiot t)yerlook, as an Uttimportatit 
rtiatter j tlie ^etf tbcktutte of that Missiottfary Spirit 
\Httch has ^ready awakened Christians iti different 
countries from tbfeit long and dishonorable sluitlbefS, 
ahd ^ids fair to pr(KJu€fe in due season, * a general 
movement of the church upon earth.' Let us not fof* 
Gttfe itistaht, harbdr dife un^acioiis thought, that the 
pfirt^rs^lSnd tfearsj andwfestlhi^s who* ma^ 

m^entioix of the Lord,* fortfn hd link in that Vast cffalu 
of eventa by which he will et^tablisb, and • wHl make 
Jerusalem a praise in the earth.' That dispetisatiorf 
which of all others is most repulsive to flesh and bloody 
the violent dieath of faithful missionaries, should ani- 
mrte Christians with new resolution* * Precious in 
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the sf^t of the Lord is the deaA of his smnts.' The 
cry of mayrtyred blood ascends the heavens ; it en- 
ters into ' the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth/ It will 
give him no rest till he * rain down righteopmiess* up- 
on the land where it ha^ been shed, and which it has 
sealed as a future conquest for him who ' in his ma^ 
jesty rides prosperously because of truths and meek- 
ness and righteoiisncss/ 

For the W0rld,\ indeed ; aad also for the churph, 
many calamities and trials are in store, before the 
glory of the Lord shall he so revealed, that * all flesh 
shall see it together.* * I will shake all nations,' is 
the divine declaration, f I will shake all nations, and 
the desire of all nations shall come/ The vials of 
wrath' which are now running, and others which re- 
main to be poured out, must be exbaustedi The 
* supper of the great God,> must be prepared, and 
his * strange work,* have its course. Yet the Mis- 
sionary cause must ultimately succeed. It is the 
cause of God, and shall prevail* The days, O breth- 
ren, roll rapidly on, when the shout of the isles 
shall swell the thundef of the Continent: wheil 
the Thames and the Danube^ when the Tiber and 
the Rhine, shall call upon Euphrates, the Ganges^ 
and the Nile ; and the loud concert shall be joined 
by the Hudson, the Missisippi, and the Amazon, 
singing with one heart and one voice^ Alleluia ! Sal- 
vation I The Lord God omnipotent reigneth .' 

Comfort one another with this faith, and with these 
words, 

Now, < Blessed be the Lord God^ the God of Is- 
rael, who only doeth wondrous things. And bles- 
sed be his glorious name for ever : and let the whoh 
earth be filled mth his glory ! Amen and Anien / 
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TA»Te& OP ▲ CiiUaCKy IM MEDFORD, MASSACHUisETTS. 

JOSHUA xxiv. 15. 

Jis fir m$ and my houje^ we will/erve the LortL 

ON the death of Moses, Joshua his ifavorite min- 
ister succceeded to the supreme command over all 
the tribes of Israel, and was constituted their head 
and leader. Under his conduct they passed over Jor- 
dan, attacked the natioils of Canaan, and in thet:ourse 
of a few years, made a complete conquest of the coun- 
try. This renouned general and ruler presided in 
the partition of - the lands, and in settling their civil 
and religious polity. Through the whole of these 
great transactions, he approved himself to God and 
his people, exhibiting all those noble qualities of 
heart ^nd understanding which rendered him worthy 
of his high station. When some years had elapsed, 
and Joshua was how advanced in age, and the time of 
his departure was at hand, he gathered all Israel to 
$hechem, that he might give them his farewell dis- 
course, his last, solemn, dying charge. A scene 
more striking rarely occurs in history. How august 
was the assembly of a great nation, with its Elders, 
Judges, and officers, civil and sacred, all attending 
the man who had rendered them such various and im- 
portant services / They now behold for the last time, 
the Hero, who had. been foremost in every danger, 
icading. their, armies to battle through many succes- 
sive campaigns, and under whose conduct, thev had 
become masters of one of tlje finest countries m the 
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world, * a land flowing with milk and honey.* Their 
eyes arc fixed on the venerable patriot, whose noble 
disinterested e3i;ertlQn9, w^ose wisdpm and counsels 
had established them in the qaiet possession of liber* 
ty, peace ai>d plenty. Their attention is summoned 
by the aged prophet, who had long been the oracle of 
the Most High \v^o tk^mi^ ^^ ^^ t^i^t them the 
good knowledge gf God, and how to serve him ac* 
ceptal^ly : Tl>i$ prophet now addresaeft them with 
jliis last message' from the AUnighty, Was it pos- 
sible for them not to be affected with the farewell dis* 
course of one to whom they were; under such mani- 
fold obligfatiqns ? They were aflfected, and at oq time 
(did^ tl^is people discover a temper more susceptible 
0f good iihpr^s$km$, than was that exhtbited on the 
present occasion, 

' In fL nervous and pathetic address, loshua recapit* 
olat^ soipe principal events in their history, in vtrhich 
^e 'arm of the Aln^igbty had been made, hare on 
tkeir behalf. ' Ife reminds them of their smalt origin 
Bal, and of the divifne fay or and protection to theit' 
progenitot^, to Abraham, Isaac ^mt Jacob down tq 
the period when the famHy became resident in Egypt, 
lie sets before them an aceoui^ of the $\^?i inter« 
dtiofi& 0I heaven in their deliverance fVotn the 
yptian Ixnudagei; the wonders wrought foj' ^ivn 
diumg their progress through the waderness^ ^^^ 
ivhile making a conquest of Canaan ^d getting pc^s^ 
session of that good land. Having tnd^ayou|Je4 fp 
warm their heairts with a sense of these t^lessingi^ fron^ 
Jeberrah, he cor^^s to the main point, which ||s, to 
fix them in a steady adherence to Bis^ worship, and 
g^ard th^m against every specie» of idolatry. Wit|^ 
great earnestness s^nd affection Ixe appKes to .themji^. 
♦ Now iherefbre, fear the Lord,^and ^erve.Wm iusin-v 
c^rity and truth?' ad#ng in the verse of which tl^e 
text is a part, * And if it;seem evlj unto you taserv^ 
the L<ffd, choose yoi> ^ ^^y wftoiff yba w^ ?€ty^ j 




DAVID OSGOOD. SQ& 

whether the gods which your fathers served, that 
ivcrc on the other side of the fldod^ or the gods of the 
Amorites in whose land ye dwell,* We are not to 
conclude from these words, tha^ Joshua was appre- 
hensive that the people were at this time actually 
wavering in their opinion concerning the object of 
their worship. He" speaks like an orator } he in- 
vites them to choose, merely because he supposes the 
choice already made* Just as if he had addressed 
them thus ; * put away from you every object of idol- 
atry, and determine to serve the Lord only. Ah / 
whom will you serve, speak candidly, whom will you 
serve, if you refuse him your homage ? Where could 
you hope to find a God, worthy to be compared with 
him ? If the worship of those gods which your an- 
cestors worshipped beyond the Euphrates, hath tha 
sanction of antiquity; ye know on the other hand^ 
that Abraham openly abjured that worship, that from 
his heart he renounced those idols, and that thereby 
drawing upon him the benediction of the Most High„ 
he obtained from his munificence^ as his inheritance^ 
the country of which ydu now have taken possession^ 
As to the gods of the Amorites, I know you are con- 
vinced hpw despicable those impotent idols are, whose 
worshippers ye haVe subdued. Yet make your choice 
however. Nothing should be more free than the pre- 
ference given to a religion. But know, O Israelites t 
the choice of Joshua no longer remains to be made ; 
land. niy bouse ; I and all my family, if I am master^ 
of it, vjiH serve the L^rd, and remain faithful to him 
even to death,' 

Such was the pious resolution of this great andt 
eminent personage^ and thus firmly was it expressed; 
with an air; a voice and looks— all bej^eaking hiaf 
glowing 2f6al for God and his affectionate Qoiic^tvi 
for Israel. The ' large and solemn audience heard 
hi*i with attention, felt the force of his words, and 
hEiat kind ©f religious transport^ exclainfi^d * Gpd for^ 

36 
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biit >tb£kt WQ should forsake the XiOfd vto sbrvft rdt&fcr 
gods-»-we ^IsO.wiU serve ^e Lorclifor be4s ourtGofdr^ 
How 'h^)py tvas the j)yeacher in bqiiig able >thiis :t6 
impress'thc. sentiments -of his own jbeart on thi^teans 
of his bearers, s^d rin bi'inging^them iirto the ^same fre* 
s«>lirtions with himself, lo avbtich Ihe Lord to be 
their God, andtoa solemn promise of fidelily to himf 
Jro^hutt'^es&afnpte^ifts the bead >and master of a^^ 
AiJy, is how,.:lfty Carers,: proposed for t^T imitation:; 
and to rpersirade those of yoo who sustain a similar 
itkition, to cotoe into his views and adopt fhis reso- 
lution for yeHirsqlyes and femiiles with cespeot to tjle 
service of Gofd, is^the d<*^gn of Represent discourx* 
Wbat'the service of Q0d ti:as ^ndef the law, ^none,. 
wjhio are /acquainted with .the>writings of Moses, can 
be igrhor!at;it« Uadjer the got^pe^ tjbie -m^de of scn^ng 
Ubn ^is diftere«t. Ho loiter ^^enovi'mbrod withinaAi. 
fold ri^s £^nd cereitto»^a, with tedimrs forms xxf oat* 
Ward ptrrificatfions., nor req-i^iring costly oblatiousi; it 
i^ plain and ^srimple* In the fdtifect and immediate 
s.ense of the te>x.t as ^plicalp^le to soiurs^ves, the ser* 
vice of Ood consists in ow gratefUl acknowledgment 
of tbe-true and iiv-ii% Jehovah^for our <lod ; limTon* 
derirtg him tb>e homage ri^uirt^d in his wiocd, in call- 
ing upon him ill our femWes and ^sets-; in aJbtenA- 
ingthepviblic ordinanoes of his wcH'sbip« in profes^imig 
dur f^Uhiil Ohrist, 6^r negard for him as the medijan 
of durwholeinti^rcfHiirste^iih^the Fathcx aodtheibasb 
ofall our bot)es ; and in a doufse d[ persevering oiac« 
dieifftjeto bis preeept:8i As our whole thity is cont- 
prised in what Christ has enjoined, tbfe senvioe of 
Qfod requirj?^, that, iii <Qbedie]>^ to our ^eoustituted 
head and leader, weipei^evere In the practide of aril liie 
bifanelie^of piety, benevolence and sobriety, tvgulia;- 
ting, our heaxts and liveis by the #ules of the gospeV 
4nd exerting oM^r whole influence to <{)'t6mdte thb iii^ 
tjbrests of ohrislti^n virtue Md hoUnefss in thle woriiL 
ixi tfaj« &xtii^!fheMi¥c taeoae^ cvergr niticere tehribtito 
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fa.^ewtcd4otheiscPMroe>4)frGbd^ and-fiffmlf resolVeii 
to pijTseivef e- tbercitt to the^ end of lifo. ^ftiat thi* 
sttt>vitdJ bei the it?soiiititm< oPeach:'<»ie in ttefe assembt^' 
H iln Hsdft a^ matter'bf ttie^ grektestiand mo^Kv^i^ltty* 
cott<j€wU Itc»b9wev€P, eapeciallp rncuflftbefttoipeii' 
tteose^ wboi pneside as Weadifrof fitniliesv PefrscmaVi^^ 
KgibB i^ €&{ientisilly neciBf.ssary la ordertcr givje^rifee to[ 
^i«ib a nssoiiUibn 4is^ te expressed? m-thi^iteki:; and t& 
thei feee^iin^ : and iblfiUing^ of i iti aftervrafd i : It i^ iii^i 
dfespensaM^'i^equi^ite^ tbi this right ^et-fis^riiyatK^ <rf 
tJtofee^ vaa-ious dtaitiejs* towhiclit afwl^seholdferW 
ItittVsrff when he say.% as'^foPmisiand'myh0Ust;n:j^ioiU 
•s^f^^ the- Lord] Wft^^v^'ot^ rdigiot* be'hfet^ p^Oi^ 
mises fdr^ bis fanrity/ sltould be the^ ftui«-'alid'€lfect'dl 
vitat rettgi^ii iii^ himselfP lii otder ttfer^fore( t^th« 
g^erning^of aiiinitjr'in a-religious ttiann^fy it iWniglia 
1}^ important; - ' (' ' ^; ' ''. 

That the- -toaster' of' W stebtfld4liwi^ppedses& ^ 
power- of ^Gb^ffi^asSi'-'So^ \tli^4re strait^; 

g^Fsitb-^ v4iftl ptetyi^ fn^)« yet, froih^-w^orfdlj eoftfeJderi- 
^ions; be iMuced' to .keejfr ' up- the foi-tes of ^ r^ligibi^ 
Ih theit'f€lmilJe&':; but as their hearftfe^are not engaged? 
in- sucti obsfervaneesi it-c&nnf>t'be expected thapher 
sfeofald be SO' steady, awi^' ex't^mpiary ifi them, as thej 
wan who hasentei^ed into the spirit* of religion and" 
ha& a feeling sense of 'it& reality and- important^e.— 
For tMe gocid^ of their familie6 then, as WelPas fo? 
their o^i^v ftitwfe;and^ everlasting^ welfare; it is ofthr 
gre^^est monnont ttee- hbuseholders shouH'be trujr' 
reH^oiis,^ and eath^ otie, ^vith t>fe gaodman irf' thfe- 
tcicti resoke for4lim*seIP iii the'^rsr place; as fof ifte' 
I^witt sert^ the' iiord: What' resojt^nonxan bemorl" 
wtidnal'ormwc aa^rantageous^thanthi^ ?'^Hks^tttG64* 
evei^y infagmabteclaim^o our scrVtce P He madlf^an^^ 
jipholds us in life, and is, every moment, pouring ti^^"^ 
pr^TiftfthtJ^l bounty arotind^us, ^ Btil; wlte^oiighVstiU 
iftGred*ep}y^ t«^efltect.usi when we had'undboe bur^I 
$cff€»aml>^tcre»s?nking irmJeFloads^ofgtiilfr'anrfkis^: 
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$•0111 his o*irii '^self-m6.ving; compassiort, h^ >sent hii 
$ori to recover and save. us. : ^ Wc arc redeemed not 
by corruptible things, such as silver and gold, but bjr» 
the: precious blood of Christ, who his owti self ba;rQ' 
o^r sins on the cross, and died for:us, that hcncer» 
forward we should live unto him.' In the view of 
these things . must not every heart be conyinc€;d of 
its ofbjig^ti^ns to serve God, and melt in contrition: 
for having :neglected his service so long ? Must not 
fvery bosom wax warm with the emotions of love iuid 
gratitude ? Being bpu^t with a price, must we not- 
^el that we ire not ourpwn, that we owe ourselv.e^I 
and all the .service: in our power, to Him who b^sta-. 
ken i&uch measures for our happin^s^ and at an C3Cn 
peftse which imgles ca^nnpt cqmpute^ h^s ransqmed uja 
fcom. eternal ruin ? Must not thfi heart of that man be^ 
exceedingly depraved, who feels not the.; constrain. 
Ing influence of r^dceofiing V?ve and grace, who sitill 
decliiies th^ servjqe of Qod ? Whom shall' ^ve serve^; 
If we refuse to serve him? Into what qertain and in-, 
evitable ruin are they hastening, who give themselves; 
up to the service of their lusts, of sin and of the world ?: 
Byt what pleasure, honor and happiness may be ex- 
pected from sincerity in the service of God / * In . 
keeping hi^ commandments there is great rewards r 
Godliness is profitable unto all things, having pro- 
inise of the life that now is, and of that which is to 
<;ome.' Will you not then, my friends, especially 
tjiose of you who are heads of families, come to a re- 
sfolution to serve God ? May I not hope that on fixed^ 
and piermf^ncnt principle^^, yp\\t hearts are now del>bc- 
Irately, forming the noble pyrpose, and xt^ an humble 
dependence pn divine grace, resolving $hat henceforth 
ydu. wilt ser,ve the Lord in sincerity and trutj^S Let 
.mc'thcn, . /; . 

..In the next place, recommend the open andexV 
pUcif firofessipn of this your good resolution. Sa 
did Joshua in the text; and so, at his persuasion, > 

*? 4*-.' ■-•.•-. y 
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iXS Ac 6«scmbl6d tribes of Israel; Ndr wa!s it a new 
thing for them thus ptibKcly to enter into covenant 
with Gbd and bind thetnselves by the solemnity of 
ani oath, to fidelity in Kis se^rvicc. Tl^cir history fur^' 
nJshes many instances ^f similar tfanskctioris. From ' 
the New Testament also we have abundatit evidence 
that it is thfc M^ill of ©od, that all as they arti ve to years'- 
of discretion, should openly profess their faith m; 
Christ and devote themselves to his servicc^r No' 
small stress seems to be laid upon tliis by iaur Sa^- 
viour when he says, * whosoever shall confess me^ 
l>efor6 meny him will I also cbnfess before* my Father 
i^ho i^ in heaven. And whosoever shall be asTfamed* 
(if m« and of^y words, of h^m shall the S6n of Man' 
be ashimied when he shall c6me in his "dwh and hi^-' 
Father's%l6ry.* As,* * with the heart man believetht- 
unto righteousness ; so with the mouth confession is* 
made unto salvaftion.* . This confession' Was requir*' 
ed by the apostles, of all* who b0ered to join in the* 
communion <rfthe first christians*- In opposition to' 
such plain texts of Scripture and to^ the tfsage of thfe 
people of God Ih'all ages, both under ^he law and tin- 
der the gospel, is it not strange that so many among 
us can content themselves in the neglect of thisduty,' 
even after they 4iave children about them,' before 
whom a better exaniple ought to be set ? ^' v ' 

Indeed, if Jroung people were truly wise,- and h^d 
a jiistsensel of things, they would certainly give lip^ 
thfemselves to God, and recognize their * obligation ' 
to him who made, and-to him who Redeemed them, 
prior to their entering ihto et^gagenieiits to one an- ' 
other. ^ fieforc they think of changing Iheir eohdiv; 
tien arid cncunibering their minds with Tamify^^cares 
arid anxieties, they are Called' by the voice both of 
reason iand revelation to think seriousfy of iihcir. eternS-' 
Conctims, and to cctaie to a fixedresoiution about thenfi^ 
l?y explicitly taking Christ's yoke upon themand bind, 
ihg thfemselves U> the observanceof all his institutions. 
]3y so doing, they would launch forth into the world,, and 



^^ A, f^mfiOif BY : 

mdciqn Marin©r5>ef |>03c;d totha wiimJs and waves, . 
^e.sl-itut^ Qjt these rei^i^te instrnment^, arjE; i^a,siu 
uat^ion^ less ; pprU^us tbaa looser ypung^pcr/sonsj^whos 
t^egirt the world wMh9iiit any fij&ed pnncipks.pf reli*, 
gioar Mjf y.oupg .fi;iqnd^,,A5i^Jbatey^^ 3^)^^ 
success. m;q^ be^ yetj^jif ii^f tb/e^jend,, ypw s^U; f^^ 
r^ac^ing tbpha.ven,o£ ei^lasytiiag refit, yp]4.had;^etn 
t^r never, F^ve been, born- I^et n^e entreatf you tp ,629 
your. tl)ai^^ upQ» ;thi|s s\^^^ ^. a,wfaL concern ;; 
aj^4 wW.?veif;eJse yc^ i^ii^gy. neglect, rvcg^ebt- nqt„ C^ 
ixe^ect s^Qtfi^ * the! one; thing need-^yi/ijaste^^ 
jjQur, ohpici^ of that * gpod. part? whic^ shall apt b^ 
tj^kenfrppjyou-* Haviag[ q^ade ypur- ohpipe^ hini3^ 
vQuipeives, tp iadheip ip. it, by. apeiU^yr jayowj ng 4, i n thej 
]^e, of- ; ttje . Wi^i.dr^ Hj5 ' ^ tlius beGomiiig and^ppof^s r.^ 
^ng. ypu/^^v^Sr thcr servajjts^pf God, )fpU; >yill.l^y % 
grx>per fpmidfitipn^ fw exerting* .your inftu^nce; oy^ 
others. When yofi; sl)aU hfiye ferailic^^ yc^ 
qj*aUfiB^.tQ.pre4de ojf^^n^^^ with digi^^y^aji^ qpb|..> 
fprttay^urseive?,, andnwi^h;%dyamagp tq^tiiiejnji^ 7^^^, 
inflju^nce' of tjif ryKwitjtiop jjvbipji. ys^ h?y? %H>^5|f 

fw ypHr^^v^x ^wilL.be esJei^^Jfl }hps^v, ^hm 
proyid^ncp luay.i^il^qe lyidcc you^vcsfp^j a^d afford ^i 
dfegj^ee? orscp^rity thatj they al^o . wiji^ sisry^ tji^; Cc^cJv^ ; 
On your becQmingtp^^ints, it wip )l^?i:^ j^^ui; fir$t' 
ci^^^give up ^j^iC^\drQJkV9 Oi^y »^ ¥plK % ^.^ts 
o^4evotiop irvpi^vatc^, biut :byf h^viiigi:thei9. p^l^UiQlyc 

hapfized i^tq;t$J^ najooevoif Chrj ^> an^ tij^^^W^^ d^dif'^: 
lej^,tQ hM,sieryip^. . Tha^ tlji^ia ?^fte. c^^tfecffirst ^^ic^f 

ot.p^tentSfto Jtjiieiiivo^ring) hjistbeei^ b^H^y-ccJ Ji^^lfeftr 

gg^r^ty off Q^p^tiaiis ever sinpe thftaf^pstp^c agj^* 

. A^v(i^knpWi th^t , of oJ^djjQpd xpi^iirG^ytkeijmhoh 

H^ wV;^nant,tol>e^app%4vt9 th? cb}^re»><#jl)jfi.ptpni 

fip*if«: BWaR^S<> ,#^^ftbc;:gr^af^ Awthor of thpr gP^n 

pel, dis^fim^i^ h?&\>Qm' s0 &r {toxfkri^ml^kkg) 

t$e»roifVpni,th^fjnewcpyenanJj,.tha^ he h^fJSs^pUj^itija 
n\ifla,bi?rp^;tljpi;pjaiiip^ hifryisiWer3M^iepJ«»,t*|f* 
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tfpo^flcfs 'have dignified ithem with the titles of saints 
and disciples; and' actually baptised thorn 4m the^o« 
fessed 'feith of their fmrents^-'^-to me it is worideriUl, 
how lany can dotibt whetiier it be the wiUof^iod that 
parents should in this way, dedicate theh* children to 
him and his service. It is with great concern, my 
brethrdn, that I see sach numbers among us living in 
the »e]^ect of this duty. It is not indeed, negleotetl 
by those pf you nvhe have professed your resolution to 
^rve God. But, are all the others ^unresolved upon 
this subject. Are you still .wavering >arNi unde«er<^ 
tnined whether to serve God or not? Arc you stiH 
hatting between two 4Dpinions ? Alas for you .' Ha^ 
not the HKitter :been under consideration long enough, 
already ? If youarenot y€t*oonvinced of the propria, 
ty, reasonableness and advantage of serving Ood^ 
what further ligiit<or new arguments can you expecrf 
When will you come to a conclusion ? If you can fetfl 
easy and unconcerned in your present situation, add 
while you live on in theneglcct of Christ's institutions^ 
neither devoting yourselves nor your children to his 
service, you must be left to abide the consequences 
of manifest disobedience to the divine authority. I 
turn to professors. 

My brethren, if you are sincere in your profession^ 
you tvill liot'contcntyotarselves with having dedicated 
your children <to the service of Gbd ; it will be youir ' 
»«xt care toinstruct them how to serve him, teach* 
ingthem i^ principles of tb^t jreligion mto which 
they have J been initiated. To * train them up in the 
nurture and admonition of 'the'L0pd,4s the express in- 
junction of the 'gospel, ^snd has been the endeavor of 
religious parents in ull ages. To the faithfulnc's^ -of 
Abraham in dischai^ing this duty^ God himself te^ti« 
fteswhen he says, * I know Abraham, that he wilt 
command his oMldren and household after him, and 
they shall keep the way of the Lord to do justice and 
judgment.' {Hia^ekom^Jtaanot tot ibir in»itafe'd4$y^ 
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vM whtf are of his character. If you believe that thei% 
ia a God, that his fevor h life aiKl the source of all hap- 
piness to his creatures ; will you hot instruct your 
children in this iiiost interesting truth, teaching them 
betimes the good knowledge of their Creator? If 
ytm have a just sense of the depravity and corruption 
of human nature^ and of the need we all stand in of 
beiag cleansed by sanctifying grace ; will , you not 
' endeavor to awaken in the coi>sciences of your chiU 
dren a conviction of the necessity and importance of 
this great moral change, and travail in pain for them 
till Christ be formed in them, and they are born again 
of hid spirit? If your own hope of salvation be found-^ 
ed on Christ, will you not hold him up to their view- 
in all those characters and offices which he sustains as 
^Mediator, and earnestly recommend him to their 
esteem^ their love, their trust and obedience ? If yoa 
have yourselves experienced * the ways of wisdom td 
bfe ways of pleasantness,^ will you not ejideavor to lead 
your children into these delightful paths, and earliest- 
ly wish and pray, that they may largely participate of 
the noble and refined pleasures of true religion ? Iii 
5ne, if you believe that there is an inheritance incor- 
ruptible, undefiled and which fadeth not away, reserv-» 
cd in heaven for all the faithful servants of God ; with 
'^i^hat anxious concern wUl you endeavor that your 
own families rnay be of the happy number, and be- 
long to the family of heaven / With what diligence 
ivill you instruct them in the service of tlie Most 
High, in all the various branches of their duty, teach^ 
ing them how to live dnd walk so as to please God ! 
In doing this, much prudence will be requisite. 
\^our instructions should be adapted to the age and 
capacities of your children. It should be conveyed 
in easy and familiar language, and illustrated by apt 
and striking representations. It should be often re-> 
peated, drop as the rain, and distill as the dew on 
i their tender minds: * Thtrs* words,? says Moses to 



DAVIS OSGOCHJ: 



297 



\ 



tlu^ Isrft^kes, ^ which I commaod thee thts d^^ shaU 
tte irk thia& heart, and thou sttall tisach th^m dilUgent^ 
ly unto tfajr childrcQ, atid shall talk of them when thou 
sittest in thine hoiise^ and when thou walkest by the 
way^ and when them tiest down, and when thou risest; 
lap/ l^be occasional dropping of religious sentiments 
in the biiaf ing of children, though there be no direct 
address^tothem, has a good tendency, and is some« 
Umes exceedingly useful. . The religious parent will 
watch fpr opportunities to instill sentiments of piety 
into their minds, and will improve those seasons wheii 
any awakening providence or remarkable event has 
disused them to be ^ore thoughtful than usiiaL It 
he obso'ves them to be under any serious impressions, 
he will endeavor by every suitable mean,, to render 
lh(»e implressions lasting, to fis their waveritig reso^ 
luUoii for the service of God, and stir them up ^o 
their duty, by all the awakening motives of the g6s<« 
peL Beginning with the most plain a^ simple truths^ 
you should endeavor gradually to lead them on, a» 
they may be able to follow, to further and more en- 
larged views of the doctrines a,nd duties of our holy 
religion. Their memories however ought not to be 
6verburdened ; aild nothing sliQuld be unnecessarily 
imposed whicli niay lead them to consider religion aa 
a tasku Much of your success will depend lipqiiii 
^our conciliating their good affections, and so mai^age- 
mg your instr actions that thiey may listen to yOu Mth 
pleasure. This will probably be theeffecti if you 
ban let them see that their good and happidess ar^ 
the objects of your solicitude. Let some little pre- 
mium occasionally reward their diligence and attes'^ 
tion. Coisumendation and pi;aise for improvema^i^ts 
already made, will whet itheir ambition^ and eiicitt 
emulaticm ia making further progress. 

Ab the neligions householder will be thus dQUgcBt 
ifi teaching his family in {irivate^ sq it will bt bis e<ere 

37 



2n A SEgMQN BV 

that th^t regularly attend opba ^urWic in^tjctioit 
iind the several m^ans which heaven has a|ipQinted 
for otfr growth in the knowledge of Crod, and of our 
duty. Thid is a special part of that service which 
We owe tO'G^d, and which he, at a stated season^ 
expne$sly requires* To instruct both parents^ and 
children* in the do&trines and duties of the gospel, thcr 
standing ministry of Codeword is appointed. On 
this ministry, at the seasons set apart for divine ser* 
vice, e^ery femily ought to attend. If the master of 
d house be himself truly religious, he will not suffer 
any under his care to be unnecessarily absent. If a 
passion for rambling or novelty tempt a child or a 
servant to distant Jknd variop^s places qf worship, such 
irregularity upon the Lord's day, will be frowned up* 
en and checked by the householder, who has any 
mixture of wisdom with his piety; He will never ap- 
prove of su^h disorderly behaviour. Much less will 
he himself set so ill an example. . It is but a pow 
charac^ter which the «criptui'e gives of those who have 
^ching ears and are always ready to turn &eir backs 
on tried and faithful instructors, to follow strangers^ 
These areunstable sou)s, light and empty minds. The 
judicious christian is incapable of such levity and 
caprice. He moves on in one steady uniform course of 
goodness, and his authority is exerted in preserving 
order and regularity inbis family. A^tthe hour of di- 
vine worship, be appears m his place atthe head of his 
household. He watches the demeanour of the youn- 

?T branches^ that they *nay be serious and attentive* 
hey know that when the services of the day shalk 
be over, some account of what they have heard will 
be required. Tills excites their attention, and puts 
them upon taking pains to treasure up divine instruct 
ti<Mi. Visits and social intercourses for the purposes 
of atttusement, are resolutely avoided on this day. 
The Sabbaih is not only begun and closed with : the 
exercises of secret and family worship ; but the wht>le 
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daf is, regarded as sacred to religious improvement. 
Nor is it on the Sabbath onl}r that the rdigious 
tiouseliolder engages in the immediate service of 
God ; he has every day his stated seasons for devo- 
tion. He is regular in offering up the morning and 
evening sacrifice, both in his closet and in the pre- 
sence of his assembled family. On these occasions 
no member is permitted to be absent without some 
just excuse* Their minds are improved in religious 
knowledge, and prepared for the more solemn exer- 
cises of devotion, by the previous reading of sonie 
portion of scripture. In all the families where the 
i^esolution of Joshua is adopted, these services regu* 
lariy performed^ presierve order and decorum, cherish 
the prtndples of piety, and promote the practice of 
the social virtues, accompanied with harmony and 
love, joy and peace. Hence such houses become 
schools of virtue, temples of devotion, ^d ixurseries 
for heaven « 

. Ye heads of families, thus to preside in your hou« 

ses^ you are bound by aU the regard which yoti owe 

to God. If yoii believe in him, you must be sensi^ 

ble that all your social as well as personal comforts 

are derived from his munificence. His providence 

led you into those tender connections which have issu^^ 

ed in a hopeful offspring, like olive plants surround* 

ing your table. Your table itself is daily spread by 

his bounty. He blesseth the works Of your hands» 

and givedi you richly all things to enjoy. If yon 

have comfortable accommodations for your families 

and the means of supporting them-^all are from him, 

and you are continued in the possession of them froi^ 

^ay to dajr by his guardian care. Laban, with an air 

of ignorance, said to Jacob, ^ These daughters are 

my daughters, these children are my children, these 

cattle are my cattle, and all that thou seest is mine*^ 

Bat with what perfect propriety, ye hmiseholders, 

does the ^eat God address you in tfaisstyle, remindv 



tioil^y ctQcl even yo\irselyes are htft ? Knowing tken, 
your entire dependencie u^on him» m«it yoii laot fitsl 
yoaf obligations to love and serve him, to use all fo^ 
tuftuenoe and authority in your own house, that yomr • 
£imilie$ may love and serve him too ? Hew fit and 
reasonable, how well- founded are these his daima 
»pon you ? Can you, dare you withheld &om him 
the tribute which he demands for ttie blessings of 
wlueh :he ihas put you in trust, and the possesMons 
which yoift hold of hioi i In the taberaades which the 
i^rd hath^ched for you, will you not erect altei^ 
to him, and daily render him the oblations of prayer 
Und : praise ? Will you not give back to him by an 
f^rly and solemn dedication, thei:)hildren y^ cec^v^ 
ftom him i On the birth of every child in your fa* 
mUy, the voice of his word and providence to you is^ 
f take this cl|ildand nwse it for me.^ Wffi yOij not 
siccept the pleasing charge from your heavenly itither^ 
and he fajthfi^ in trailing it up for hite in the w^ys 
itfyirtiie and holiness. ^ 

To iMs and the atlKr toanehes of finmily religioo^. 
J wcmld f urtlier ui^ you by all the regard whicb you / 

liE^elfor your families. Possessed toS <iiat affeetkm 
:whtch is natn^nl to tifie cotgugal and parental i^iAtiQM^ 
)^u eifercise ^ Constant and a tender ooncetrn ibr the 
M3terfst and comfort qf your £simAlies. This oonceni 
|fi£uelices you in the inanagen^nt of your ..temj^ond 
l^airi, and puts you upon the exertion of all yo(«r 
I^S^ and aftoiiUties in providang^ each one, for his own 
Jiousa. You look npf:^ yoipr children, asid Meing 
ir0utow|i features' iu diem, you <xmsider them aa 
p9ftB of yourselves, and ar« tendaly aoKeitaus Jcnr 
!^eir we|^. Help^ess« ibey 4ook up to yon for sup* 
fto/rti ^efoacdle9$> they fly to you for proteetion ; 
ths^ clingaround you and think theaMclires aitfe iiw^ 
^ your paternal care. You cannot dmappnint their 
fiiafid^ce. Yoi| cannot i^esittabe fbe^isa^ of inattuii 
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1ig9m^%^vk. Tiie iicaof Uieir belrxg «ipD9ed «» 
ganger, or of the^ {aliing into wretchedness, harrows 
^p your bosom^v Whatever is within the cpmpate 
of jKm abilities you will do> to procure their safety 
9sdA their comfort. 

Your car^ for them is not limited tothe providing 
Cor diem in their present state of mi<)ority ; It throws 
yxHir thoughts forward, and leads you to consider how 
you shall introduce them into the world under sucl^ 
advantages^ as may afford a prospect of their passing 
respectably through it ; if not of their rising to wealth 
imd lionor, yet of their poss^sihg situations which 
may be easy and comfortable. This care prompts 
you togiiv^ them such an education as may quali^ 
tiitm far the stations which it is expected, they may 
liereafter fiU, ^ fidr the eallings and employments fof 
which thf^y are intended. 

But, tBky brethren, as c^istians, must not your na* 
timd afiectioas, yoiM^ reason and your piety , all goi>* 
«piiie to produce in you a further and a more import 
twt care still«**^ eare for their future and everlas* 
^g w# beii^ I LodiLing upon your children jis casi^ 
1^^^ for imitaortality, as having a pvt to act in tlie 
fMresent world that will be followed mth everlastin|; 
ha^^iiiess or misery in the next; and knowing thctit 
isnlesa ^y be interested in Christ and tlprough the 
infiuenoe of a lively feiih in him^ ap|>Tove ^emsehres 
She .sinecre servants of Gpd^ there can be no hope ; 
and apprized of the danger they are in of neglectinf 
Ciuist and salvation through the ^pravity of their 
aatunS) She lust^ of the tesh^ the snares of the world 
iohSl tte temptations of sstaan ; sensible of aU these 
Ahigs, must you not feel an anxiety for their souls in* 
^Mnc^fMoiibly greater than any concern you can have 
^r their temfior^ welfare ! Overburdened with this 
uaati^y, Biust you not wish to lighten its weight up- 
wx your ^wn mind by derolvifig it upon One able 1%^ 
fte ^ ywx dkaUrc* laoiie tlum jrou can ask or tfaiiA t 
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Muftt you not feel yourselves constraioed to engage 
for them, if possible, the assisting grace of God, by ' 
ai^ early dedication of them to him through Christ, by 
instr^cting them in bis service^ by watching over 
their morals, by praying with and for them, by setr 
ting holy examples before them, by doing every thing 
in your power to guide them into the way of salva« 
tiori that their feet may take hold on eternal life ? Do 
you npt feel a horror a^ the idea of their missing <ii 
j^alvation through your, neglect ? can you be recon- 
ciled to the agonizing apprehension of seeing them 
lead an irriligious life in this world, and in the next, 
sinkingunder accumulated guilt into irrecoverable 
ruin ? jThefc have been instances, I admit, of chil- 
dren who, after the best religious education, have 
E roved graceless ; also of others who, after having 
ecn unnaturally neglected by their earthly parents, 
have yet, throu^ the compassion of their heavenly 
Father, been plucked as brands out of the burning and 
made the trophies qf victorious grace. These how* 
ever, seem to be deviation? from the common me« 
thods of providence. In genei*^, the saying of the 
Hjfi^e man is verified, ? Train up a child in the way he 
should go, and'vvhen he is old, be Ivjll not depart from 
it.' God having ordained ixieans for tpaitsmitting re* 
ligion to posterity and securing a godly seed, his bles«- 
sing so generally attends his own instructions that 
^ there is abundant encburagem^nt for ouf pbservanct 
of them. -^ 

I wf>uld therefore further press you to an imitatioa 
of the exaimple in the text by the regard which ypii 
owe to your own country. If our happiness, as a 
people, depend upon the cpntinqed favor of die Al- 
mighty; in whait w^y can we hope for the continue 
ance of his favor, but by our being sincere in serv> 
ing him and approving ^prsielve? to him a peculiar 
people jealous of goOd works ? : But this cannot be 
Ifihe character of the people at large^ unks» it be &rit 
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ihe efaantcter of families ; those smaller societies c£ 
which the greater community is composed* For 
the good of his country therefore it concerns every 
householder to resolve, that * as for him and hid 
house thy will serve the Lord-* In proportion as this 
resolution is carried into effect by heads of families, 
we shall become such a people as God will delight to 
bless* Besides its moral influence, it will have a na« 
tural tendency to render the state of the public^ pros- 
perous. Religion is one of the strongest bands to hol4 
society together, and the main prop of civil govern^ 
ment* When this fails^ and profligacy st^d want of 
principle becomes general, the wheels of government 
are soon embarrassed, and spmetimes break in anar* 
chy and confusion. It cani\Qt be expected of a peo* 
pie who have cast off the fear of God, all regard for 
h4s authority and laws, that they will pay such re« 
spect to human law% especially in republican gov* 
^nments where the law makers are the creatures of 
the people. Without religion, such govcrriments 
cannot be long supported. Be entreated then, as you 
" tender the liberties of your country and wish its pros« 
perity^ to fear and serve God in your houses, instil- 
ling principles of virtue and piety into the minds of 
your chirdren,. and so training them up, that, as they 
Gome forward to act their parts on the great stage of 
life, they/ may have wisdom and integrity as legisla^ 
tors, fidelity and uncorruptness as miagistrates, loy« 
alty and obedience as subjects, charity and benevo^ 
tence as neighbours, and all those virtues and amia* 
ble qualities which make good and useful members 
of society. 

JLastfyy to this let me urge you by all the ccncem 
which, as christians, you feel for the church of God 
and the continuance and success of religion among 
Qjs. It is from ywr families that the church expects 
tilie supply of its members and the repair of the waste 
ttadeby dfath ; aftdi woe be to you ! if through th6 
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tieglei^C ^ religion m your houses, there shall tve 
hone qualified to become pillars in the house of Ood«. 
The present prospect in this respect, is truly mehm^ 
choly. The generation ^vho have passed the rneri. 
dian of their d^^s, are hastening, one after another^ 
to the house appointed for all the living. What n 
large proportion of those who, not long since, were 
the most distinguished characters in this church art!" 
gone already 1 Every year thins the number of com* 
-municants. Compared with the whole assembly, it 
is but a small remnant who join in keeping up the 
memory of the Saviour's deadi« , Nor are the places oC 
those who are gone, supplied by the addition of new 
members. The seats 6s deceased fathers of the gos- 
pel feast, in many sad instances, remain vacant ; white 
their children who have succeeded to their worldly 
possessions, leave it as yet uncertain whether they 
will inherit their piety and regard for religious insti- 
tutions. What will be the ultimate issue of the pre- 
sent indifference with respect, not only to the power, 
but even to the forms of Godlineii among ur>, heaven . 
only kn^ws. Sure I am, that all who arc Israelites* 
indeed^ have just ground for concern and painful ap* 
prehension for the Ark of Godi May He with whom 
is the residue of the spirit, who is' able in a spiritual, 
as Well as in a literal sense, to turn dry ground into 
water-springs, and cause the wilderness and solitary 
places to ^urtsh Md blossom as the rose*-^may He 
pour forth so plentiful an effusion of his spirit and 
grace both upon you and your children, that they 
may grow up as among the grass, as willows by the 
water courses ; that instead df the fathers there may 
fete iht chUdl-en throjiigli soDcessive gtnenaiov^at 
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